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Letters

Last letters on abortion
We concluded our series on abortion 

with Ardys Sweem's article in the ]uly 
issue of Ministry. We believe the discus 
sion in this Letters column has also contin 
ued long enough, and so these letters will 
end for now our publishing on that 
topic,  Editors.

m The article "Abortion and Christian 
Principles," by Gerald Winslow (May 
1988), was very cleverly written to play 
on emotions e.g., "poor Joan."The 
truth is that on the whole, abortion is 
now used as a form of contraception.

Mr. Winslow states that "to have real 
freedom means to have real alterna 
tives. " This is a humanistic viewpoint; 
God is a God of absolutes.

I have in my possession a videotape of 
a baby being taken out of the protection 
of the womb "piece by piece" torn 
apart before your eyes. Not a "product 
of conception," but a living baby.

You do the body of Christ a disservice 
with your sidestepping approach to 
abortion (Prov. 14'-12).  Jim Fielding, 
assistant pastor, Christian Outreach 
Centre, Maryborough, Queensland, 
Australia.

  Here is a response letter to one of the 
finest Ministrys you have published (July 
1988). I certainly was impressed with 
the page of letters concerning the abor 
tion issue, particularly the encourage 
ment from our non-Adventist minister 
friends that it is time for our church to 
stand up and be counted.

In her article on abortion, Ardys 
Sweem documented her points 
extremely well and presented spiritual 
and emotional angles on the issue that 
are most compelling.

I do hope and pray that the Lord will 
help our church leaders to realize that it 
is time for God's people to be "the re 
pairer of the breach" and hold up all ten 
commandments in a new and living

way. Richard A. Hansen, M.D., Po 
land Spring Health Institute, Poland 
Spring, Maine.

  As a physician who has been (I am 
sorry to say) actively involved on both 
sides of the abortion question, I am puz 
zled, baffled, and finally incensed about 
our church's unwillingness to come to 
grips with the abortion question and 
take a stand. What is produced when 
the sperm has met the ovum and is em 
bedded in the wall of the uterus is a hu 
man being, and to destroy it thereafter 
is murder.

Why do we quibble? Calling abortion 
murder would leave us with no options
 we would have to counsel our unwed 
mothers to carry their pregnancies to 
term. And when we insist on that, it 
will fall upon us as a church to establish 
a whole new support system. We have 
not been willing to come to grips with 
that.

What must we do ? Let me point out 
the most obvious:

1. Our entire educational system 
must make accommodations to keep 
these girls in school as uninterruptedly 
as possible. We can no longer say, "Go 
murder your child, and we will consider 
your reapplication to school next year."

2. We must establish a means of 
placing these innocent children into 
the homes of Seventh-day Adventist 
Christians. It is our duty as a church to 
place these innocent "products of con 
ception" in the best possible setting for 
eternal life. Also, let's stop the punitive 
attitude toward our pregnant daughters 
and establish a context of life that will 
keep them in the church.

3. We must establish a support sys 
tem of compassion and love for those 
church families who suddenly find that 
they have an unwed pregnant daughter 
in their midst. Further, families in that 
situation must change their own atti 
tude toward their daughters they must

love them and support them. But they 
will be able to provide this support only 
when we as a church support those fam 
ilies.

What about the pregnancies that 
result from rape and incest? It makes 
more sense to kill the perpetrator of the 
rape or incest than the innocent child. 
We live in an imperfect world, but we 
must not let that fact give us an excuse 
to become murderers.

Once we as a church have the forti 
tude and discipline to call abortion mur 
der and therefore sin, our duties will fall 
into place.   Willard D. Regester, 
M.D., Mountain View, California.

  As a chaplain in a large hospital, I 
have heard "after the abortion" 
laments, and have been asked for an 
swers as to the right and wrong of such a 
practice.

I dare not offer a personal opinion, as 
I hold the law of God to be my standard 
of conduct the law that was in Eden 
and will remain forever; the law God 
wrote with His own finger in granite. I 
reply, "The word of God condemns it" 
and "Read Exodus 20:13, 14." How 
simply stated, yet how 
comprehensive. Ruth G. Alt, Love- 
land, Colorado.

  We, as a church, take the stand that it 
is wrong to take another's life. For this 
reason we strongly urge our young peo 
ple to stay out of the military. We base 
this position on the commandment that 
states "Thou shalt not kill." Yet we 
don't seem to apply this same 
commandment when it comes to abor 
tion. Isn't it strange that we can see 
clearly the application of this 
commandment to those already born 
but not see how it could possible apply 
to the unborn?

It is clear from Mr. Pearson's article 
(January 1988) that he takes this posi- 

(Continued on page 30)
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First Glance

The scores of people who wrote us concerning our articles on abor 
tion will be interested to learn that the General Conference of Seventh- 
day Adventists has appointed a committee to study and make recommen 
dations concerning the many issues surrounding human life. (See page 20 
for a full report on this committee, its terms of reference, and its member 
ship.)

Seventh-day Adventists have always been known as temperence advo 
cates, so it has been hard for us to acknowledge that some among us might 
have a drinking problem. Hal Gates, a Seventh-day Adventist pastor, in 
"Alcoholism: What Pastors Can Do," describes his experience from alco 
holism to recovery and the role pastors can play in this recovery. He then 
describes how his church has begun a program for people recovering from 
addiction, a program developed particularly for Seventh-day Adventists. 
He calls it "SDAXA Regeneration."

Bob Spangler, our editor, tells us about his favorite devotional books in 
"Books That Have Enriched My Devotional Life."

With its baboon heart and other infant heart transplants, Loma Linda 
University, while not exactly a household name, has been featured in the 
weekly news magazines and on the major television networks. Few people 
are aware of its Ethics Center, which helps clarify the issues and guide in 
the decision-making at the hospital. Ella Rydzewski, who works for Minis 
try, recently spent some time in California and interviewed the center's 
ethicists. In "Ethics Center New Resource for Pastors" you will discover 
how this center not only helps Loma Linda University and Hospital but is 
also a resource for pastors.

Kinesthetic advocates will love Cathy McBride's article on "Touch: 
The Forgotten Sense," while those of us who have difficulty following 
Paul's counsel to "greet one another with a holy kiss" (2 Cor. 13:12, NIV) 
will learn a little more about this most important part of ourselves.

We hope that this issue will also touch your lives not just for today but 
for eternity. Happy reading.
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Books that have 
enriched my 
devotional life
J. Robert Spangler

The books 
recommended here 
are not directly 
devotional in 
nature. But learning 
the lessons they 
offer will strengthen 
your spiritual life.

J. Robert Spongier is 
the editor of Ministry 
magazine.

rnest Kurtz. A.A.: 
The Story. San Fran 
cisco: Harper & Row,

A.A.: The Story is 
a thoroughly docu 
mented history of 

Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.). Al 
though I knew something of A.A.'s 
Twelve Steps, before I read this book I 
knew little of the fascinating roots of that 
organization.

"Ebby," the man who sparked in Bill 
Wilson's alcohol-numbed brain the idea 
that led to this ministry, had found tem 
porary deliverance from alcoholism 
through religion, receiving help from the 
evangelical, nondenominational Oxford 
group (today known as Moral Re- 
Armament). He testified of his conver 
sion while seated at Bill's kitchen table 
and later planted a fundamental concept 
in Bill's mind while Bill was lying in a 
drunken stupor on a hospital bed: "Re 
alize you are licked, admit it, and. . . turn 
your life over to the care of God." l

That principle, basic to A.A.'s pro 
gram, helps explain how a book dealing 
with the history of the A. A. phenome 
non enriched my devotional life. The 
principles that organization espouses ap 
ply to all who are willing to admit they 
are sinners and in need of God's grace.

A corollary principle A. A. teaches its 
members is that "they are not infinite, 
not absolute, not God." My own heart 
needed to be reminded of this principle. 
As preachers, we too often play God. 
Doing so has borne tragic fruit in the lives 
of some very popular ministers in the last 
couple of years.

A. A. teaches alcoholics that they

must admit at the very start that they are 
not in control, even of themselves. This 
admission of their total powerlessness 
over alcohol and that their lives had be 
come unmanageable is a pivotal point in 
A.A.'s Twelve Steps. In Christianity, a 
similar admission is a pivotal point in 
becoming and staying a true follower of 
Jesus Christ. Christians cannot smugly 
sit back and condemn the alcoholic 
when they realize that every person with 
an obsessive/compulsive behavioral 
problem needs help whether it in 
volves eating, criticizing, sexual indul 
gence, exaggeration, or love of ease.

When Bill Wilson reached this point 
of total self-surrender, something hap 
pened. In describing it, he said, "Sud 
denly the room lit up with a great white 
light. I was caught up into an ecstasy 
which there are no words to describe. It 
seemed to me, in the mind's eye, that I 
was on a mountain and that a wind not of 
air but of spirit was blowing. And then it 
burst upon me that I was a free man. 
Slowly the ecstasy subsided. I lay on the 
bed, but now for a time I was in another 
world, a new world of consciousness. All 
about me and through me there was a 
wonderful feeling of Presence, and I 
thought to myself, So this is the God of the 
preachers! A great peace stole over me 
and I thought, No matter how wrong 
things seem to be, they are all right. Things 
are all right with God and His world.'' 3

I am convinced that the A. A. group 
has a better understanding of the role and 
importance of witnessing than do most 
Christians. When Wilson first shared his 
story with Dr. Bob Smith, cofounder of 
A.A., Smith identified an important se 
cret in helping an alcoholic overcome
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drinking. Although both men were in 
volved with the Oxford group, Smith 
had failed to gain the victory over alco 
hol, and he wondered what made the 
difference between himself and Bill. It 
was the act of sharing. When Smith fi 
nally realized the difference, he stated, 
"The spiritual approach was as useless as 
any other if you soaked it up like a sponge 
and kept it to yourself." 4 It is in the 
process of giving that alcoholics get the 
blessing of victory over drinking.

I immediately thought of Revelation 
12:11, which declares that God's follow 
ers conquer the enemy "by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testi 
mony."

Restitution, which is one of the 
Twelve Steps, is little talked about in 
Christian circles today. When Smith fi 
nally came to grips with his problem, he 
began making visits to his creditors and 
those whom he had harmed by his behav 
ior. According to Kurtz, Smith made his 
confession to each one and planned a 
practical program of restitution.

Weaned from human support
In the A. A. program, the total depen 

dence on a Higher Power is developed 
from various angles. In the early begin 
nings of A. A., Wilson and his wife, Lois, 
took in problem drinkers in an attempt to 
salvage them. They met with little suc 
cess. They reached an important conclu 
sion that Wilson stated succinctly: "Lois 
and I continued to find that if we permit 
ted alcoholics to become too dependent 
on us they were apt to stay drunk." 5

This insight struck me with tremen 
dous force. I recently read a review of 
Jeffrey Masson's controversial book 
Against Therapy. The reviewer quoted 
Masson as saying, "The therapeutic rela 
tionship always involves an imbalance of 
power. One person pays; the other re 
ceives. Vacations, time, duration of the 
sessions are all in the hands of one party. 
Only one person is thought to be an 'ex 
pert' in human relations and feelings. 
Only one person is thought to be in 
trouble." 6

Could it be that one of the reasons we 
see so little progress in the lives of the 
individuals who seek counsel regarding 
their problems from ministers, counse 
lors, psychologists, and psychiatrists is 
that they become too dependent upon 
their helpers?

Chapter 7 of the book Alcoholics Anon 
ymous emphasizes several times the prin 
ciple of depending upon God and not on

anyone else. "Burn the idea into the con 
sciousness of every man that he can get 
well regardless of anyone. The only con 
dition is that he trust in God and clean 
house."

In response to the claims of some alco 
holics that they cannot master their 
problem until their material needs are 
cared for, A. A. directs the following an 
swer: "Nonsense. Some of us have taken 
very hard knocks to learn this truth: job 
or no j ob wife or no wife we simply do 
not stop drinking so long as we place 
dependence upon other people ahead of 
dependence on God." And again: 
"Remind the prospect that his recovery is 
not dependent upon people. It is depen 
dent upon his relationship with God."

The forthright statement of this con 
cept of dependence upon God encour 
aged me to trust my Lord more fully and 
would help every reader who will prac 
tice it daily.

Another insight reinforced a discovery 
I had also made that of the one-day - 
at-a-time principle. A. A. encourages its 
members to think in terms of victory for 
the moment, for today. Overcoming is 
not for next month, next week, or to 
morrow, but for now!

This concept applies to all phases of 
living. It relates not only to overcoming 
temptation but to the joy of living, the 
joy of interacting with spouse, children, 
neighbors, and friends. In the Christian 
experience, it is what we do today in 
terms of Bible study, prayer, and witness 
ing that puts muscle into the character.

I like the idea that the only prerequi 
site for membership in A. A. is a desire to 
stop drinking. What would happen if the 
only prerequisite for membership in a 
Christian church was a desire to stop sin 
ning! What a power the Christian faith 
would become if, by the grace of God, 
victory over sin through surrender and a 
relationship with Jesus Christ became a 
reality! Seeing that we have something 
that works, the non-Christian masses 
around us would flock to our churches.

The insights this book provides into 
Bill Wilson's character are heartwarm 
ing. He was a man who was always reach 
ing out for unattainable goals. Like all of 
us, he had times of depression and dis 
couragement as well as times of joy and 
victory. Although he faced seemingly 
impossible odds, he fought through to 
victory, developing a program that has 
helped millions who were among the 
most hopeless of earth's population.

As I read about the difficulties Wilson

"The spiritual 
approach was as 
useless as any other if 
you soaked it up like 
a sponge and kept it 
to yourself*"

encountered as he struggled to create a 
program to help alcoholics, I began to 
appreciate deeply his dedication. He 
spent his whole life exploring every pos 
sible avenue to helping an alcoholic 
overcome. Every Christian ought to em 
ulate the intensity of spirituality and 
commitment revealed in the history of 
Alcoholics Anonymous!

For me, this book brought spiritual re 
newal, and I recommend it to my readers.

Learning from a divorce
Patti Roberts, with Sherry Andrews. 

Ashes to Gold. Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 
1983. 7

It was only a 170-page paperback 
found in a stack of discarded reading ma 
terial jn an apartment house. If I had ever 
heard of the book, I had forgotten about 
it. My wife read most of this little book to 
me while we were traveling via automo 
bile to several speaking appointments.

In the book Patti Roberts tells the 
story of her divorce from Richard Rob 
erts, Oral Roberts' son. Every couple 
planning to get married and especially 
those who are entering a religious minis 
try ought to read its tragic, gripping 
message. In a world where divorce has 
become epidemic the same forces that 
destroyed Patti's marriage threaten every 
other marriage. Patti's insights, not only 
on married life but on life in general, 
brought my wife and me to a renewed 
determination to have the closer rela 
tionship with our Lord that will bring us 
closer to each other.

The following statement, taken from 
the book, sums up quite well the thrust 
of Patti's story: "I'm not just divorcing 
Richard, but a whole realm that puts re-
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"I'm divorcing the 
mentality that caused 
the last act of this 
marriage to be handled 
with the publicity 
value in mind."

ligious achievement and lifestyle above 
sanctity of life. I'm divorcing the end- 
justifies-the-means theory. I'm divorcing 
the belief that products are more impor- 
tant than people. I'm divorcing the god 
of family image. . . . I'm divorcing the 
preference for public prayers over private 
penitence. I'm divorcing the person who 
had never learned that 'a man shall leave 
his father and mother, and the two shall 
become one.'. .. I'm divorcing the men- 
tality that caused the last act of this mar 
riage to be handled with the publicity 
value in mind. Oh, dear God, help me to 
the other side." 8

Most of the rest of the book details the 
various points made in this paragraph. 
The book's insights could be summarized 
as follows:

1. Naively, Patti assumed that since 
Richard was close to the Oral Roberts 
University, to Oral himself, and to Jesus, 
therefore everything would be fine, and 
both of them would do wonderful things 
for God. She found out that position, 
power, and being related to a religious 
institution does not guarantee a happy 
marriage.

2. Patti learned that if service for God 
preempts knowing Him on a personal ba 
sis, problems will result. God is more in 
terested in our relationship with Him 
than in our position. Patti sums up this 
idea in the words "a person could do all of 
the right things and still have a heart far 
removed from God."

Patti's book makes it clear that Rich 
ard and she depended on their ministry to 
sustain their spiritual life. They spent 
eight to ten hours every day in a thor 
oughly Christian environment. They 
sang and prayed together on TV. She 
concludes, "It was easy for us to be lulled 
into believing that we didn't need to 
spend time together in private devo 
tions. It was a subtle trap and one that all 
those who work in full-time, paid minis 

try have to guard against." 9
3. Patti unfortunately assumed that if 

Richard and she loved each other 
enough and both of them loved the Lord 
enough, their marriage would automati 
cally be protected and their happiness 
ensured. She found out it doesn't work 
that way. Love certainly is of primary 
importance, but maintaining a successful 
marriage requires planning and work. As 
ministers, we should use premarital 
counseling to help those we wed avoid 
this pitfall.

4. From her experience Patti con 
cludes that when we don't know what to 
do, it is better to wait on the Lord than to 
try to do something. The promise of 
James 1:5 eventually became a reality in 
her experience: "If any of you lack wis 
dom, let him ask of God, . . . and it shall 
be given him." Her ringing testimony is 
that God is faithful and He will direct us 
in no uncertain terms.

5. Another insight, one that is obvi 
ous but that bears repeating, is that major 
problems begin with minor irritations. If 
these irritations are not dealt with 
quickly and constructively, they bring 
unnecessary pain. Patti says, "That is so 
obvious that it seems incredible that we 
could not have seen it. But it is the obvi 
ous things in life that we most often over 
look."

Second place in your life
6. Closely related to the idea of work 

ing at a marriage is the matter of where a 
couple places the family in their list of 
priorities. All couples who are involved 
in fishbowl-type jobs need to note this 
point carefully. Patti writes, "Neither of 
us was mature enough to see that we 
needed some time just for ourselves, and 
neither of us had a clear biblical under 
standing of the importance God places 
on family relationships. We sincerely, 
but wrongly, believed that ministry was 
the most important thing. So we built 
our marriage on the sand of wrong teach 
ing. We created a public image and then 
worked very hard to make our private 
lives match it. But, unfortunately, . . . 
our relationship never grew beyond what 
we presented to the public." l

Patti's experience is not unique. In 
how many cases do ministers and others 
in public service injure or destroy their 
marriages by putting their work before 
their families. At the moment, I can 
think of several ministerial families that 
have been shattered because of failure to 
understand this point. God must have

first place in the hearts of the minister 
and spouse, but the organization or struc 
ture for which we work must not take the 
second place we must reserve that 
place for our families! If the family con 
stitutes the most important unit in a 
church, how important it is for the min 
ister to have a family life that is worthy of 
emulation by the members he or she 
serves.

Listen to Patti's powerful description 
of this concept: "If Satan can attack the 
relationship between men and women in 
marriage, he can attack one of the most 
important laboratories for Christ's rela 
tionship to the church. That is why it is 
so vital for the church to understand the 
importance of the commitment involved 
in the sacrament of marriage.

"It is one of Satan's foundational bat 
tle plans to keep these issues shrouded. If 
he can keep us locked into ego battles, 
simmering over women's rights versus 
men's rights, confused by tributary social 
issues, then he can keep us from pulling 
ourselves and our mates upright and see 
ing the grander issues. If I cannot bear 
true submission to my spouse and if he 
cannot reconcile himself to losing him 
self and all that he has for my benefit, 
how can we hope to actually bow in sub 
mission, loyalty, and love before Jesus. (I 
do not mean to imply that marriage is the 
only way to accomplish this. Certainly 
God can and does make provision for the 
single believer, but marriage is the norm 
for most people.)

"Any person who places ministry 
above tnarriage has, at best, an incom 
plete understanding of the significance of 
marriage in God's eternal plans. When 
this flip-flop of priorities occurs it is a 
wonder that the skies don't thunder, 'Let 
not man put asunder. . . ' "

The final chapter in Patti's book, 
"The True Christian Marriage," brought 
tremendous conviction to our hearts and 
lives. This is a book worth reading 
carefully.  

1 Ernest Kurtz, A.A.: The Story (Harper & 
Row: San Francisco), p. 19.

2 Ibid., p. 19.
3 Ibid., pp. 19,20. 
* Ibid., p. 32.
5 Ibid., p. 43.
6 Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson, Against Therapy 

(New York: Atheneum, 1988), cited by Paul Gray 
in "The Shrink Has No Clothes," Time, Aug. 22, 
1988, p. 65.

7 Republished in 1987 under the same title by 
Jove Publications, New York.

8 Patti Roberts, with Sherry Andrews, Ashes to 
Gold (Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1983), p. 22.

9 Ibid., p. 78.
10 Ibid., p. 77.
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Ministry Reports

Task force 
recommends pay
hike
J. David Newman

Report of a recent 
meeting of the 
North American 
Division Church 
Finance and 
Employee
Remuneration Task 
Force.

]. David Newman is 
the executive editor of 

_, Ministry.

umors abound con 
cerning the crisis 
that is emptying the 
pockets of Adventist 
workers in North 
America. Working 
spouses are now the 

norm. Some pastors hold down a second 
job; others are supported by relatives. 
Some are leaving the ministry, and many 
are considering it (40 percent of the min 
isters in one conference, according to a 
survey).

Housing has become the Achilles' 
heel of Adventist workers. When the av 
erage price of a house in Peoria, Illinois, 
is $51,000 and the same house is 
$250,000 in New York City, something 
has to give. It is true that there is a spread 
between categories A and E (see box), 
but the difference is small.

When our family moved from Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio, to the Washington, 
D.C., area, ourmortage, insurance, and 
taxes increased from $325 to $1,210 a 
month. My salary percentage did not 
change, but to compensate for the differ 
ence, I did move from category A to cat 
egory C an increase of $95 a month! 
Many are turning down calls because of 
the high cost of housing.

Task force voted
At its 1988 spring meeting the North 

American Division established a task 
force of 65 persons "to make a compre 
hensive review of the church's philoso 
phy and provision for financing the 
world outreach of the church and the 
total remuneration (salary, allowances, 
and benefits) of denominational employ 
ees in the North American Division."

Some of the items on the agenda in 
cluded a review of the philosophy of tithe 
sharing, a report on how local churches 
benefit from the tithe, a review of the 
church's philosophy of remuneration, 
possible additional remuneration for pas 
tors of large churches, requests from min 
isters for assistance on Social Security 
tax, additional remuneration for employ 
ees living in high-cost areas, and the 
problem of wives with small children 
having to work outside the home.

Task force meets
People do not normally campaign for 

committee appointments; however, 
when the committee deals with finances 
 especially tithe and workers' pay it is 
another matter. By the time the task 
force met in July, another 10 people had 
managed to obtain appointments to it.

Bill Murrill, undertreasurer for the 
General Conference of Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists, presented a sample budget for 
the typical pastor living in a category A 
area. This budget was based on the 
spouse not working outside the home. 
When he had finished his calculations, 
the pastor needed 19 percent more than 
his current salary to balance his budget, 
and that budget did not even include 
such items as recreation, vacations, fur 
niture purchases, car payments, or pay 
ing off student loans.

The leaders of the General Conference 
and the North American Division recog 
nize that the present wage scale is inade 
quate and that the system, which has not 
been overhauled for many years, needs at 
tention. The problem is finding the extra 
funds. Three options emerged: reductions 
in staff, more stewardship education to in-
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crease giving, and reprioritizing the distri 
bution of church resources.

Recommendations to year-end 
meeting

Members of the task force reported 
that debate was lively and sometimes 
hot. Everyone had an opinion. Though 
the committee met for a week, there was 
not enough time to cover everything on 
the agenda. Some recommendations did 
emerge that are due to be presented at the 
North American Division year-end 
meeting in Minneapolis October 30 to 
November 2.

Among the key recommendations:
1. The task force recommended that 

the remuneration factor (see box) be ad 
justed by 6 percent over the next three 
years (2 percent per year) in addition to 
the regular remuneration factor increase, 
which follows the consumer price index.

2. Probably the most controversial 
item concerned how to deal with the 
wildly varying costs of housing. The first 
suggestion called for the employing orga 
nization to assist the worker by lending 
the balance of what he or she could not 
afford. There would be no repayment un 
til the house was sold, and then the 
worker and the institution would share in 
the profits according to the percentage 
each had contributed at the beginning.

Some did not like this because they felt 
it was too complicated. If the person re 
tired in the community and did not sell the 
house, how would the conference get its 
money? What if the person resigned? In 
stead, a more generous policy was recom 
mended: "Employees will be responsible 
for the equivalent of 30 percent of their 
remuneration at the category A [level] for 
housing, either as a renter or as a. home- 
owner. The employing organization may 
provide assistance on the difference be 
tween the 30 percent of remuneration and 
the rent or house payment up to the ceil 
ing established by the employing organiza 
tion.

"Example: Remuneration Factor
$1440 x 150% = $2,160 

30% = $ 648
House or rent payments $ 1,200
Less employee's share $ 648
Special housing assistance $ 552
"When employees are required to

move to a new location and sell their
home, a minimum of 90 percent of the
net proceeds from the sale of the home
must be reinvested in the new home. If
the employee does not put the full 90
percent in the new home, the assistance

will be calculated on this basis.
"The special housing assistance shall be 

recalculated each year at the time the re 
muneration factor is increased. This will 
result in an annual reduction in the special 
assistance until it is totally phased out.

"Only one special housing assistance 
will be granted to a family. Employing 
organizations shall be authorized to de 
termine whether or not this new policy 
shall apply to employees who have previ 
ously moved to a high-cost area.

"If this system is adopted, it is recom 
mended that the term 'cost of living fac 
tors' (categories B, C, D, E) be changed 
to 'cost of housing factors.'"

3. The task force recommended that 
conferences employ pastors' spouses who 
want to work as church secretaries, Bible 
workers, etc., rather than have them 
seek other types of employment.

This recommendation is a key concern 
of Shepherdess International, which be 
lieves that the church has long delayed in 
implementing Ellen White's counsel: 
"Let none feel that these women, who 
understand the Word, and who have 
ability to teach, should not receive remu 
neration for their labors. They should be 
paid as verily as are their husbands" 
(Evangelism, p. 491).

The carrying out of this recommenda 
tion will encourage those who are eager 
to work with their husbands in advanc 
ing the mission of the church.

4. It was recommended that "no assis 
tance for Social Security taxes be granted 
at this time. If, in the future, the parson 
age allowance no longer offsets the So 
cial Security tax, study will be given to 
granting some assistance."

Pilot program
The task force proposed a five-year pi 

lot program reflecting a different philos 
ophy of employee remuneration than 
does the present system. This pilot pro 
gram, which may involve up to three 
conferences and one General Confer 
ence institution, is to be based on the 
following concepts:

"1. Employees' salaries to reflect the 
true cost of living within each local con 
ference chosen for the pilot.

"2. Recognition be given to increasing 
levels of experience and responsibility.

"3. A 'cafeteria plan' benefits pack 
age, including tuition assistance, be 
adopted, replacing the existing benefits 
package.

"4. Funding for the increased cost to

the conference to come from various 
sources, such as:

"a. A conference-wide, vigorous stew 
ardship program in each local church.

"b. Various experimental incentive 
plans to increase percentage of tithe- 
paying members.

"c. Reduction of conference office 
and/or pastoral staff and programs equal 
to 1 or 2 percent of net tithe.

"d. A special assistance fund to be 
established on the union and division 
levels to equal 3 percent of gross tithe of 
the conferences selected."

Local church growth fund
The task force recommended that a 

special local church growth fund be pro 
vided from the tithes received by the 
conferences, unions, and division. The 
main debate concerned where to find the 
funds. It was recommended that local 
conferences, unions, division, and Gen 
eral Conference set a limit for adminis 
trative expenses. This would then allow 
excess tithe to be allocated for local use.

Each conference would appoint a spe 
cial committee (composed of a majority 
of laypersons) that would decide the dis 
tribution of these funds. For churches to 
qualify to receive them, they would have 
to meet certain criteria in membership, 
attendance, baptisms, tithes and offer 
ings, and commitment to Christian edu 
cation. This special committee could 
vote up to half of these funds for Chris 
tian education.

The task force also recommended 
much greater disclosure to members con 
cerning the finances of the church and 
that an extensive stewardship education 
program be implemented.

Fairness and diversity
The leaders of the church are strug 

gling to find ways to be as fair as possible 
in the distribution of funds and the set 
ting of salaries. The immense diversity in 
costs throughout North America is only 
compounding the problem.

Maybe this is where each of us workers 
must exercise some faith. We have al 
ways said that the ministry is not a pro 
fession but a calling; that we did not en 
ter it for the money. If God has called us 
to a particular place, will He not provide 
the financial resources for us to accom 
plish His work there ? Maybe the church 
should pay us more, but what if it does 
not have the money? Should that defi 
ciency limit where we can serve Him?

When my wife and I entered the min-
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istry in 1969, our salary was $157 a 
month. True, we were in Scotland, but 
just to put costs into perspective, saving 
up to buy a towel rail for the bathroom 
took us six months. We had no car and 
no car allowance, and had to do all our 
shopping and visiting by bus. Our house 
did not have central heating, and we had 
a new baby on the way.

But our God, who has promised "to 
meet all [our] needs according to His glo 
rious riches in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19, 
NIV), did not forsake us. Just when we 
needed it most, someone gave us an elec 
tric central heating system. The Lord 
provided a car, and the conference gra 
ciously allowed me to use my bus allow 
ance to gas the car.

When writing to the Philippians from 
his Roman jail, Paul reminded them that 
he had learned to be "content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hun 
gry, whether living in plenty or in want" 
(Phil. 4:12, NIV). Can we who, despite 
the seeming hardships, have it far better 
than the apostle Paul ever did be less 
content?  

How the church determines its employees' salaries
The lowest annual salary the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
North America pays is $13,478.40 (a 
beginning receptionist), and the high 
est is $30,945.60 (president of the Gen 
eral Conference). How does the church 
determine who gets what?

The North American Division is di 
vided into six cost-of-living catego 
ries. Each July a basic monthly figure is 
set for each category, changes usually 
being based on the consumer price in 
dex. The current figures for each cate 
gory are:

A: $1,440 USA; $1,740 Canada 
B: $ 1,485 USA; $ 1,785 Canada 
C: $1,535 USA; $1,835 Canada 
D: $1,590 USA; $1,890 Canada 
E: $1,650 USA; $1,950 Canada 
F: As may be approved. 
Salaries are based on percentages of 

these categories, a minimum and max 
imum percentage being set for each po 
sition in the church. For example, let's 
say you live in a category A area and 
you are an unordained, licensed minis 
ter. Your monthly salary will be any 
where from 113 to 143 percent of 
$1,440. The range for ordained minis 
ters is 130 to 150 percent. So the most 
an ordained minister in pastoral duties 
can earn in a category A area in the 
United States is $2,160 a month (150 
percent of $1440).

The actual percentage between the 
minimum and maximum assigned to a 
worker's salary depends on three fac 
tors: (a) preparation, education, and 
dedication; (b) previous experience 
and achievement; and (c) years of ser 
vice. In practice, most workers will 
reach the maximum in their category 
within six to eight years of beginning 
employment.

In addition to the basic salary, pastors 
receive four benefits: (1) health-care as 
sistance; (2) tuition assistance for de 

pendent children; (3) auto insurance 
help; and (4) auto mileage allowance. 
Health-care assistance is 90 percent of 
hospitalization up to 10 times the cate 
gory he or she is in and 100 percent 
above that. In addition, the pastor re 
ceives 75 percent of all physician, den 
tal, optical, and drug costs. Tuition as 
sistance is 35 percent for nondormitory 
students and 70 percent for dormitory 
students. Automobile mileage varies 
greatly, but is based on 16 cents (17 
cents in California) a mile, usually with 
a monthly cap.

While the church allows for some 
difference in salary level according to 
the type and position of work, the 
spread is quite small when compared 
with industry or with other denomina 
tions. Here is a sampling of the per 
centages assigned some of the other 
denominational positions:

Bible instructor 113 to 143% 
Associate in pastoral care 

licensed 113 to 143% 
Van driver 117 to 147% 
Associate in pastoral care 

credentialed 130 to 150% 
Conference department

director 130 to 150% 
Conference vice

president 133 to 153% 
Conference secretary/

treasurer 134 to 154% 
Conference president 138 to 158% 
Union department

director 135 to 155% 
Union vice president 137 to 157% 
Union secretary/

treasurer 138 to 158% 
Union president 142 to 162% 
General Conference assoc.

dept. dir. 140 to 160% 
General Conference dept.

director 142 to 162% 
General Conference assoc.

secretary/treasurer 142 to 162%

165%
General Conference 

secretary/treasurer 
General Conference vice

president 165% 
General Conference president 168% 
Among the levels in the educational 

system:
Assistant professor 134 to 148% 
Associate professor 139 to 153% 
Professor 144 to 158% 
President of a college 162% 
President of a university 163 %

Nondenominational salaries
It is very difficult to compare salaries 

outside the denomination, but we de 
cided to take the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area as an example of one 
high-cost area and find what other pro 
fessionals are making here. The sala 
ries are annual figures, and we give in 
parenthesis the latest year for which 
figures are available. In most cases 
these salaries would be considerably 
higher in 1988.

Adventist pastor at 150% (category 
C-(1988) $27,630

Chaplain in the federal government
(1983) 33,888 

Chaplain, House of Representatives
(1984) 69,600 

Director of Senate parking (1984)
48,904 

Teacher with M.A. plus 10 years'
experience (1988) 36,357 

Professor, Georgetown University
(1985) 53,000 

High school principal (1984)
48,657

Librarian, federal government 
(1983) 30,333 

Psychologist, federal government
(1983) 37,992 

Editor, federal government (1983)
'28,087
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Ethics Center 
new resource for
pastors

David Larson

James W- Walters

Charles Teel, Jr.

Ministry editorial sec 
retary Ella M. Ryd- 
zewski interviews 
David Larson, Ph. D., 
director of the Loma 
Linda University Ethics 
Center and associate 
professor of Christian 
Ethics; James W. Wal 
ters, Ph.D., associate 
director of the Ethics 
Center and associate 
professor of Christian 
Ethics; and Charles 
Teel, Jr., Ph.D., 
chairman of the De 
partment of Christian 
Ethics and professor of 
religion and sociology.

inistry: Not everyone 
is familiar with the 
Ethics Center at Loma 
Linda University. 
Would you tell us how 
and why it began?

Larson: We started writing proposals for 
the center in the summer of 1982, and 
one year later the university board ap 
proved the final draft. The center was 
created to provide a place where special 
ists from various professions can meet to 
explore current ethical problems.

Ministry: Was the center established be 
cause of the recent well-publicized bioethical 
cases that involve the university?

Walters: Some thought that the Baby 
Fae case was the impetus for the center 
since it emerged at about the same time, 
but plans for the center had been laid 
more than a year earlier.

Ministry: Whom do you see the Ethics 
Center serving?

Walters: We see ourselves serving not 
only the university and the church but 
society. Insights from the Adventist tra 
dition are of significance to ethical issues 
currently being discussed in the country 
and the church.

Ministry: You see the center as part^ofthe 
church's outreach?

Walters: Outreach in that we believe 
there are aspects of our tradition that can 
add important nuances to the larger dis 
cussion in Christian ethics.

Ministry: Can you give us some examples?

Larson: The Adventist belief about hu 
man nature the body and soul as one 
 projects a conceptual foundation for 
solving a lot of issues in medical ethics.

Teel: Most of the time this doctrine has 
been referred to as the "state of the 
dead," but we feel that the idea that the 
human body, soul, and spirit are so inex 
tricably bound together has an abun 
dance of implications for the state of the 
living.

Ministry: In other words, you might see 
this doctrine as having implications for an 
issue like abortion?

Teel: When you talk about the state of 
the living, I think there is very little you 
can't apply it to.

Walters: Another example is that Ad- 
ventists encourage vegetarianism. We 
can contribute more on this subject than 
we generally do. There are many who are 
vegetarians for moral reasons other than 
health. They connect it with the value of 
animal and human life.

Ministry: The church hasn't spoken to that 
angle very much, has it?

Walters: Not as much as it could, for 
Ellen White was very pointed in this re 
gard. As evidenced by our work through 
ADRA (Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency International) the church 
also has a concern for the Third World 
and its starving millions. We have 
learned from other vegetarians that it
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takes 10 pounds of grain protein to make 
1 pound of animal protein. We could 
contribute more by emphasizing these 
broader implications of vegetarianism.

Ministry: Do you see the Ethics Center not 
only as a resource center but as reviving the 
church's interest in some issues that perhaps 
have been forgotten or ignored? Ecology, for 
example?

Teel: It is difficult to divide the human 
organism into small parts. For example, 
concerning vegetarianism and world 
hunger, I take School of Health students 
to projects in Mexico and Central Amer 
ica. We are faced with the stark reality 
that the health of the Third World peas 
ant is described in terms of malnutrition. 
Hunger is a health issue. But it can also 
be an economic one dealing with the ex 
porting of crops. It can be a political one, 
for who determines what crops will be 
produced? Does the government have 
farmers plant the more elite crops for ex 
port or the serviceable ones that will feed 
the masses ? It is hard to say we will look at 
this only as a health issue.

Larson: May I go back to the question of 
purpose as noted in our charter? In August 
1983, the board was given a document 
that specified that matter quite clearly. In 
terms of audience we are playing to three 
groups: (1) the university to do things in 
ways that will make it a spiritually alive 
place for our students; (2) the church, par 
ticularly its medical dimensions; and (3) 
the larger bioethics and moral community 
of the world. The Ethics Center has a fo 
rum for sharing with that third group that 
no other institution in the church has. 
When scholars from other universities 
visit, we find we make many friends. And 
we send our newsletter to members of the 
Society of Christian Ethics, which in 
cludes professors of Christian ethics across 
the country. We have received encourag 
ing responses from many of them about the 
work we are doing here at Loma Linda 
University.

The charter specifies that the center is 
to "focus primarily, but not exclusively, 
on issues in medical ethics." Some have 
wondered if looking at issues like apart 
heid and nuclear war is deviating from our 
original purpose. No! First of all, our orig 
inal purpose specifies that we are to look at 
a number of issues. Second, as Charles has 
indicated, these issues do have medical 
ramifications. If people don't have jobs or 
enough food to eat or are eradicated by

nuclear bombs, they are not in good 
health! We feel there is a clear medical 
connection. Third, the Encyclopedia of 
Bioethics itself the standard work in the 
field includes material on racism. So the 
notion that medical ethics should be nar 
rowly construed and not consider these 
other problems is not sound.

Teel: As an illustration I picture an 
agronomist teaching Third World farm 
ers to produce 20 percent more food. 
This change has ramifications beyond 
helping hungry families. Periodically, 
these farmers had found it necessary to 
work down on the plains as migrant la 
borers to make ends meet. Now they be 
come independent and do not have to go 
down to the plains for work. The land 
owners lose their supply of cheap labor 
and must raise the pay they give other 
workers. So by teaching people to be 
come independent, the agronomist has 
engaged in a risky political act that can 
endanger his or her life. This situation 
illustrates the integral nature of the 
whole process.

Larson: We try to be balanced when we 
hold a conference on a controversial is 
sue. We get the best Christian spokesper 
sons we can find representing an array of 
convictions. The Ethics Center avoids 
taking a stand on any of these issues. An 
example is the nuclear war conference 
last fall in which we provided different 
viewpoints.

Ministry: Why do you follow this ap 
proach?

Larson: We have a lot of confidence in 
the Holy Spirit. We believe that as we 
speak openly out of honest Christian 
conviction we learn from each other. 
Then consensus can come about instead 
of being imposed on us by someone other 
than the Holy Spirit.

Ministry: Does the fact that you are not 
giving any ready answers indicate that the 
center is a kind of think tank?

Larson: Precisely. The upcoming abor 
tion conference (November 15-17) will 
bring together people from all points of 
view in Adventism. They will present 
the best papers they can so that out of 
that prayerful interaction a consensus 
can eventually be reached. That is the 
contribution of the center. We have no 
authority in the church whatsoever.

Walters: The officers of the church 
wanted us to have it clearly in mind that 
we were not to speak for the church on 
ethical matters. We had no idea of ever 
doing that it would be antithetical to 
our mission, which is to bring together 
the most articulate and thoughtful 
spokespersons on every side of an issue. 
The final answer is with God, but His 
Spirit can work through our communi 
cating with one another.

Ministry: Did you help with the most re 
cent church guidelines on abortion?

Larson: No, none of us were involved 
with that.

Ministry: Then preparing such guidelines 
isn't part of what the Ethics Center would 
do?

Larson: No. The role of the center in 
such issues is to present papers, place the 
material in books, and have them circu 
lated for people to read so that they can 
make up their own minds. We are a re 
source not policymakers.

Ministry: How can you help the local 
pastor?

Larson: Pastors can get on our mailing 
list. They can read Update (our newslet 
ter), attend conferences, and read the 
books we publish. One of us or some 
other representative of the center can 
visit the church as a guest speaker.

Ministry: If a pastor has a special ethical 
problem he is facing, say in counseling a 
family that has a member in the hospital in a 
coma, can he call you?

Larson: Yes, a pastor can call us for indi 
vidual consultation in difficult cases.

Ministry: Tell us about your books.

Teel: One project that pastors would be 
interested in is a yearlong series on ethics 
in Adventism that studied each of Ad- 
ventism's cardinal doctrines Creation, 
Sabbath, wholeness, etc. for its 
personal and social ethical value. We 
asked What do these doctrines tell us? 
What ethical resources do we have in 
terms of them? I'm optimistic this book 
will be extremely helpful as a pastoral 
resource. Other books forthcoming will 
be on general medical ethics, Christian
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views on nuclear war, and Adventism 
and abortion.

Ministry: Is the center considered liberal or 
conservative on issues'!

Walters: I lament the labels of conserva 
tive and liberal because they are limited 
in how they can represent some issues. 
Who is liberal and who isn't? One may 
be somewhat theologically liberal but 
more conservative on abortion than the 
statement the church has put out.

Larson: In Update we have placed arti 
cles taking two different stands on an 
issue back-to-back. Sometimes someone 
will read the first one and conclude that 
that is our stand and label us accordingly 
and not read the other one. My plea to 
those who feel we are not evenhanded is 
to read the whole issue or to attend an 
entire conference or read the whole 
book because we make a genuine effort 
to have all sides represented.

Sometimes a person published in Up 
date may be known as a liberal and may 
even be someone who has left the church. 
Yet on the issue at hand that person may 
be very conservative and may be the best 
spokesperson espousing a particular view 
point. One author we used was associated 
with a very liberal theological position, 
yet we couldn't find anyone in southern 
California who could articulate better a 
conservative political view that we 
needed on a particular subject. We hope 
that people won't judge in superficial 
ways.

The Ethics Center is not trying to serve 
all persons. It is trying to do a limited 
thing that is, be academically responsi 
ble. We don't go into Sabbath school 
classes for children and present a variety 
of ideas. We deal with responsible adults, 
and in that setting it is appropriate to 
present more than one perspective.

Ministry: You are saying that you want to 
present both sides of an issue, yet you say 
that you want to present Adventist ideas on 
these ethical issues. How can you do both?

Walters: In our individual writing we 
can present our positions from our own 
context. Then the Adventist position is 
not coming on as a doctrinal overlay, but 
is being projected out of our own rooted- 
ness in the tradition.

Larson: I think it is just more honest and 
Christian to present both sides of an issue.

There are things in our Adventist her 
itage that are worth exploring for their 
moral relevance. I have been pleased to 
note a parallel between what some very 
sophisticated philosophers are saying 
about what it means to be a person and 
Ellen White's simple definition that hu 
mans created in the image of God possess 
the "power to think and to do." That is a 
marvelous definition of personhood. 
That phrase contains much philosophi 
cal richness that we need to explore.

Teel: There is one thing I find myself 
wrestling with as an Adventist. In my 
younger days it seemed easy to distinguish 
between what was religion and what was 
politics. Now I am finding that total sepa 
ration difficult, although I still consider 
the concept of separation of church and 
state vital. But to say that they have noth 
ing to do with each other is questionable. 
Life does not work that way. My religious 
beliefs strongly influence my values and 
ethics. The ethics we share shape how we 
want to run our life together as a commu 
nity, and this evolves into practices, tradi 
tions, and laws.

So I find it difficult to understand per 
sons who say we should not write about 
politics. I can't think of anything that 
doesn't have political implications. I de 
fine politics in this case as how we decide 
to cooperate and shape the life we share. 
In that broad sense, our deliberations 
will often have political ramifications, 
whether we are talking about abortion, 
women's rights, or when life begins and 
ends. They all tie to public policy and 
how we agree to live as a community.

Ministry: Give us an illustration.

Teel: One of my favorite editorials was in 
an early Adventist Review [the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church paper]. I believe it 
was by John N. Andrews, on the sin of 
slavery. He said that some suppose that 
when they get to the gates of the New 
Jerusalem and are dragging behind them a 
trunk labeled "Politics," and they are 
asked to explain their pro-slavery stance, 
they will respond, "I'm not at all censor- 
able for my attitude on slavery, for that 
was a part of my politics." The editor asks, 
"Will such an answer be advanced by any 
reader of this article?" That is a precious 
illustration of how our moral and ethical 
value systems affect how we define our 
corporate life together in other words, 
our politics.

Larson: Some of our friends say we 
should not discuss "political" issues such 
as apartheid, but stay with "nonpoliti- 
cal" issues like abortion. Can you think 
of a more "political" issue than abortion? 
Apartheid involves us because our 
church can be part of a solution or part of 
the problem. To discriminate arbitrarily 
on the basis of race, gender, age, or any 
other morally irrelevant issue is unjust 
from a Christian point of view.

Walters: I have a problem with our going 
into politics only when our own interests 
are at stake. For instance, we feel it is all 
right to go into politics to protect our 
interests concerning tobacco- and 
alcohol-related issues or religious liberty. 
But are these the only issues that ad 
versely affect God's children? There are 
others that are equally important to God 
and what He is doing in this world.

Ministry: Can you tell us more about your 
plans?

Larson: The rhythm of our year goes 
like this. Monthly we have a medicine 
and society conference in the hospital. 
Quarterly we try to have something of 
interest for people in this region. Annu 
ally we have a national conference of 
importance   the next one will be the 
one on abortion.

In January of 1989 we will offer, for the 
first time, a fellowship in clinical bio- 
medical ethics. We envision a dozen 
ministers, teachers, and medical profes 
sionals spending 12 weeks studying med 
ical ethics here under the leadership of 
Dr. Gerald Winslow,* who will be the 
newest member of our team. Not only 
the university medical center but the 
Veterans Administration hospital and 
Riverside General will provide clinical 
opportunities. Nowhere else is there 
quite the same opportunity to study 
Christian medical ethics in a clinical set 
ting. We look forward to having inter 
ested Ministry readers contact us about 
this unique learning experience.

Readers of Ministry who would like 
more information about the new learning 
opportunities being provided by the Ethics 
Center may contact Dr. Winslow at (714) 
824-4956.  

*Besides his work at the Ethics Center, Winslow, 
who holds a doctorate in Christian Ethics from the 
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley, also 
serves as professor of Christian Ethics at Loma 
Linda University, specializing in biomedial ethics 
and ethical theory.
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Where there's smoke 
there should be ire

James J. Londis

Is smoking a moral 
issue? Can the 
church continue to 
ignore it?

James], Londis,Ph.D., 
is co-director of the 
Washington Institute 
for Contemporary Is 
sues.

hile public figures, 
health associations, 
and the official orga 
nization of physi 
cians in America 
have spoken out 
against cigarette 

smoking, one powerful community has 
remained strangely silent. 

Religion.
Because it is a primary teacher of val 

ues and morality in our society, the si 
lence of our major religions and religious 
leaders about this issue is incomprehen 
sible even reprehensible.

Here and there a denominational jour 
nal may speak to the problem, but the 
major nondenominational journals have 
been largely mute. To its credit, Christi 
anity Today, the leading evangelical 
journal, attacked smoking in a December 
1986 editorial. Unfortunately, it did so 
on strictly health grounds, avoiding the 
moral questions by hoping this would not 
be seen as a sin-and-righteousness issue. 

In a February 9, 1984, editorial, the 
Christian Century went a step further. 
Reporting on what it called the "tobacco 
wars," it argued that smokers and non- 
smokers should not be treated as "sep 
arate but equal" with respect to smoking 
in public places. "One willfully pollutes 
the air and harms both individuals and 
society. The other is the victim of that 
harm." The editorial went on to say 
that smokers should be "made to pay for 
their vice." The word vice is the closest 
the editorial got to making a moral judg 
ment on smoking.

Not satisfied with religion's simple si 
lence regarding its products, the tobacco 
industry has used its financial resources

to procure religion's implicit endorse 
ment. Citing an article in the New York 
State Journal of Medicine entitled "How 
Tobacco Companies Have Found Reli 
gion," the Christian Century reported 
that Philip Morris, Inc., "the nation's 
largest cigarette manufacturer, 'attached 
itself to the prestige and influence of the 
Vatican' when it sponsored the first 
United States tour of the Vatican art col 
lections in 1983." Sometime later Philip 
Morris also "sponsored the national tour 
. . . 'The Precious Legacy,' an exhibit of 
Jewish artwork confiscated from individ 
uals killed in the Holocaust." 2 In addi 
tion, in recent years notable religious or 
ganizations, such as the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, have 
hosted dinners honoring tobacco execu 
tives.

This coziness with the tobacco indus 
try is going on at the same time that the 
Catholic Press will not advertise ciga 
rettes, the North Carolina Council of 
Churches wants the state's tobacco farm 
ers to switch to other crops for "moral 
reasons," and the Southern Baptist Con 
vention urges Baptists who grow tobacco 
to develop alternative crops.

More than a decade ago I read an arti 
cle by a Roman Catholic priest who 
asked whether the time had come for the 
church to acknowledge that smoking is a 
critical moral issue. After all, he rea 
soned, the ignoring of preventable con 
ditions that cause suffering and death 
must be regarded as inherently unprinci 
pled. He wanted to use the force of moral 
obligation to dissuade people espe 
cially believers from smoking.

It seems to me he was right.
Think about it.
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To begin with, the doctrines of creation 
and resurrection make it clear that the 
body is good, a gift from God that is nec 
essary to conscious existence. We are psy- 
chophysical unities whose mental, emo 
tional, and spiritual health depends in 
part on the health of our bodies.

Second, as John Donne said, we are 
not islands to ourselves. Each of us exists 
within a network of people who count on 
our being there for them. I heard a radio 
spot in which a lung cancer victim broke 
down when he mentioned the fact that 
because he would not quit smoking his 
two packs a day, his wife and children 
will be prematurely denied his emotional 
and financial support for the rest of their 
lives. In his own way he was saying that 
he had been selfish all those years, that if 
he had truly loved his family and friends, 
he would have stayed healthy as long as 
possible.

When we assume responsibility for the 
health of our bodies, we are being loving 
spouses, parents, children, and even 
friends. This is so because we are, as the 
philosophers are fond of putting it, 
beings-in-relation.

Third, religion's failure to be more vo 
cal about smoking opens religiously mo 
tivated prolife groups and their leaders to 
charges of hypocrisy. We now know that 
women who smoke during pregnancy not 
only risk their own health but also that of 
their babies. Maternal smoking during 
pregnancy decreases fetal growth rate, 
causes pregnancy complications (in 
cluding those that contribute to prema 
ture delivery), and increases the inci 
dence of spontaneous abortion 
(estimated at 50,000 per year), fetal 
death, and neonatal death. How then 
can believers shout about abortion and 
be silent about smoking?

Like all religious people, I abhor un 
necessary death. As I see it, even though 
the law distinguishes between playing an 
active and a passive role in someone's 
death, there is sometimes little moral dif 
ference between them. When a death is 
clearly and easily preventable, those who 
do nothing may be morally speaking  
accessories to murder. And for sheer 
numbers of deaths, smoking ranks right 
up there with abortion, drunk driving, 
and suicide   issues of major concern to 
many Jewish and Christian believers.

For these reasons, among others, it 
seems to me that the religious commu 
nity does not have the luxury of opting 
out of this issue. We must all join the 
North Carolina Council of Churches in

condemning tobacco on moral grounds.
Fifty million Americans smoke, a 

number of them religiously committed 
Jews and Christians. While such smokers 
might get angry if their leaders took a 
strong position against smoking, I be 
lieve this is the time for the messengers of 
God to shed their priestly garments and 
clothe themselves like prophets. This 
country needs some Jeremiahs and Isai 
ahs to summon smokers to repentance.

Is it not time, then, to oppose both the 
growing of tobacco and the act of smok 
ing on moral grounds? To declare that it 
is against the will of God? To urge clergy 
who smoke to stop modeling this behav 
ior before their congregations, especially 
the young people ?

Is it not also time for the religious com 
munity to support changes in our na 
tional policies on smoking by calling for a 
ban on all tobacco advertising and a na 
tional law prohibiting smoking in public 
places ?

In recent times religion has been cou 
rageous about social reforms. Given the 
dangers smoking imposes on so many 
 each year 350,000 Americans die from 
it, seven times the number of Americans 
who died in the whole Vietnam War  
does not religion need to be courageous 
again?  

1 James M. Wall, "The Tobacco Wars," Chris- 
nan Century, Feb. 29, 1984, p. 211.

2 Christian Century, Oct. 23, 1986, p. 945.
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Touch: the 
forgotten sense

Cathy McBride

Do you want to 
communicate more 
effectively with 
others? Do you want 
to bring healing to 
them? To 
communicate 
acceptance and 
love? Then use the 
art of touching.

Cathy McBride unites 
from Quincy, Florida.

t was a Monday, and 
the shopping center 
was half empty. 
Seated next to a large 
fountain in the mid 
dle of the mall, I 
drank in the sounds 

around me clicking heels, the hum of 
voices, the steady rush of the spraying 
fountain. I watched as an elderly janitor 
wearing faded blue jeans and a black T- 
shirt mechanically swept up dirt that 
wasn't there. Shoppers without expres 
sions strolled in and out of stores. Two 
men, one Black, one White, sat at oppo 
site ends of a bench, watching the high 
lights of a football game on a mall moni 
tor. Everyone kept a respectable distance. 
No one let anyone else come close.

Why do we regard touching others so 
negatively? If we accidentally brush 
against a stranger, most of us apolo 
gize as if we've insulted or stolen some 
thing from him.

Dr. Sidney Jourard sat in coffee shops 
all over the world and counted the times 
he saw one person touch another. His 
results were startling. In Puerto Rico he 
counted 180 touches an hour; in France, 
110; and in the United States, only two. 
England did even worse there he saw 
none.

How long has it been since some of our 
church members have been touched, re 
ally touched, with hands of gentleness? 
When was the last time you or I touched 
a fellow church member? I am afraid to 
answer that question.

But do our fellow church members re 
ally want to be touched? Or do they con 
sider it an intrusion? Some may argue 
with me, but I believe many church

members are hungry for our gentle touch 
of concern and comfort.

In reporting on Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana's visit to America, News 
week said, "Diana ... is an instinctive 
toucher, and people love her for it. 
Whether she's visiting old-age pension 
ers in a nursing home, children at a 
school, or even severely disabled spastics 
in a hospital ward, she will give everyone 
a pat, a caress, or a handshake some 
times even a hug."

Recently I read about some intriguing 
studies on touching. One revealed that 
waitresses who touch their patrons re 
ceive larger tips than those who don't. 
That study also showed that libraries re 
ceive more positive evaluations if pa 
trons are touched when they check out 
their books. Do our church members dif 
fer from these restaurant or library pa 
trons ? I think not.

Do you enjoy being touched? Most of 
us must admit that we do. We feel good 
when someone we admire gives us a kiss, 
a hug, or a pat on the back.

I remember one morning when I came 
face-to-face with the power of touch. 
That Sabbath we had a visiting speaker 
in our church, and my husband, LeBron, 
sat next to me in the pew. A hectic week 
had left me physically and emotionally 
exhausted, and I felt about as significant 
as a discarded cigarette butt. Though I 
blinked hard and tried to concentrate on 
the speaker, tears of discouragement 
burned my nostrils and threatened to 
overflow. Then, out of the blue, LeBron 
reached across the back of the pew, 
placed his arm around my shoulder, and 
squeezed me to him. His touch trans 
formed my attitude. Instead of feeling
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like a discarded cigarette butt, I felt more 
like a 20-carat diamond.

Fifteen-year-old Carol taught me to 
watch for this same need in others. 
When she began attending our church, 
she came alone. A slow learner, she ob 
viously came from a poverty-stricken 
home. Black roots stared brazenly from 
oily bleached hair; her clothes smelled of 
week-old body odors. One could easily 
miss the penetrating blue eyes in the flesh 
of her overly padded face.

Carol told me that she had been re 
peatedly abused sexually by her uncle. 
Understandably, she had little self- 
esteem. She was forever wanting to 
touch me or to be touched. If I was en 
gaged in a conversation, she would come 
up beside me and clasp her arms around 
me. There she would remain until I fi 
nally shimmied out of her grasp.

Realizing Carol's need, I made an ef 
fort to touch her on the arm in a casual 
manner when we talked. She drew emo 
tional strength from touching and being 
touched. Because of her poor self-image, 
she desperately needed to feel touchable.

Professionals in the fields of medicine 
and psychiatry know the healing value of 
touching. At New York University ther 
apeutic touch is part of the master's cur 
riculum in nursing. And one study re 
veals that 93 percent of doctors believe 
that touch helps relieve a patient's fear of 
treatment.

Touch communicates
Touch can also enhance our rapport 

with our fellow church members or even 
visitors to our church. For instance, 
imagine yourself talking with a church 
member. The church is crowded and 
busy, and instead of focusing her eyes on 
you, the church member's vision darts 
around the room to everyone and every 
thing else. Communication wanes, and 
you might as well stop talking to the per 
son. But if you casually touch the arm of 
that member as you talk, you will almost 
always draw her full attention and in 
crease the level of communication.

At times, touching may also possess 
practical power for reconciliation with a 
church member or even your spouse. For 
instance, there are times when I feel dis 
tant from my husband, either because of 
an argument or because our lives have 
become too busy. Whenever this hap 
pens, all I need to do is reach out and 
embrace LeBron or just gently take his 
hand in mine. Suddenly the wall that was 
between us is shattered. I've found that

it's almost impossible to feel distant from 
or at odds with someone you are touch 
ing. Not surprisingly, professional mar 
riage counselors have found that the hap 
piest couples touch each other often.

Sometimes touching expresses more 
than words can. After the horrendous 
Mexican earthquake that killed 4,200 
people, some continued their rescue at 
tempts when officially all hope had 
ended. I watched as the news showed two 
dust-caked men who had refused to give 
up stepping out of the rubble that had 
once been a hospital maternity ward. In 
their arms were three screaming infants. 
These macho men, beaming their de 
light, giggled like little boys. After giving 
the babies to the doctors, the two heroes 
clasped hands, grinned and then em 
braced. And their embrace was not re 
strained, but vigorous and robust. The 
touch of these two men throbbed with so 
much emotion that tears sprang to my 
eyes. Never could words have conveyed 
their feelings as well as that embrace.

Touch is such a potent force in our 
modern world that we shouldn't be sur 
prised to find that it was an important 
part of Christ's ministry as well.

The Scriptures reveal a sort of touch- 
magnetism going on between Christ and 
the people. In fact, our Lord seems to 
have relished touching and being 
touched. In the vast majority of His heal 
ings, Christ either touched the sick or 
was touched by them. Matthew 14:35, 
36 says, "People brought all their sick to 
him and begged him to let the sick just 
touch the edge of his cloak, and all who 
touched him were healed" (NIV).

Sometimes we're afraid to reach out to 
our fellow church members. Perhaps we 
fear rej ection. But Christ loved the world 
too much to worry about getting burned. 
He chose instead to be completely open 
and vulnerable to others.

Sometimes we tend to recoil from un 
attractive people, but Christ was so ac 
cepting and loving that He willingly 
touched the unattractive even those 
covered with leprosy. Considering the 
intensity of His love, it's no wonder that 
"all who touched him were healed."

Doesn't it make you wonder what 
Christ's touch would have felt like ? Was it 
warm? soft? firm? fierce? gentle? It must 
have been quite an experience to have 
been touched by the hand of God. I'm 
reminded of Michelangelo's Sistine 
Chapel masterpiece, which portrays God 
as giving life to Adam through the touch 
of His finger.

It's almost impossible 
to feel at odds with 
someone you are 
touching.

Is touch always a pleasure for our fel 
low church members? Should we ever 
avoid touching them? All of us will admit 
that there are certain times when touch is 
unwelcome, possibly even irritating. I 
once attended a church where each week 
the same three women would greet me at 
the door with hugs. The ladies were cer 
tainly well-meaning, and many people 
relished their sincere desire to make the 
congregation feel welcome; but I knew 
the ladies only casually and was less than 
comfortable with their routine embraces. 
It seemed somewhat superficial, and I 
would have preferred a handshake at 
least some of the time.

Often when church members or visi 
tors do not wish to be touched, they give 
off visual clues. They may stand stiffly or 
back away slightly. Generally I prefer for 
touching to occur spontaneously, when I 
am engaged in a significant conversation 
with someone. In this atmosphere I have 
never withdrawn or felt the other indi 
vidual withdraw from a touch.

As important as touching our fellow 
church members is, we slight ourselves if 
we limit our tactile experiences to fulfill 
ing their needs. For touch can soothe our 
overworked nerves and draw us closer to 
our Creator God. Imagine for a moment 
the feel of a cold slushy snowball as it's 
pressed against your lips and nose. Next, 
caress your face with the lush velvet dress 
of a red rose. Last, walk through freshly 
mown grass and let the cool blades tickle 
your naked feet. Feel relaxing? Now think 
of the Creator who filled that rose, or 
blade of grass, or snowball, with such in 
tricate wonder. Touch is indeed a special 
way to appreciate God's creation and to 
realize His love for us.

In touch whether it involves nature 
or a church member our Creator offers 
refreshment. Pope John XXIII once said, 
"Never hesitate to hold out your hand. 
. . . Never hesitate to accept the 
outstretched hand of another." By appro 
priating this advice, we can ensure that 
touch will not remain our forgotten 
sense.  
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The Christian 
teenager and the
shotgun wedding
Anne Elver

What do you do 
when an unwed 
teenager who is a 
member of your 
church becomes 
pregnant?

Anne Elver, whose 
husband is a pastor, 
writes from Yukon, 
Oklahoma.

ello, Anne. This is 
Marjorie Biggs.* 
Can Harry do a wed 
ding in 10 days?"

"Marge, I can ask 
him. He likes to have 
several counseling 

sessions with the couple, but the decision 
is his. Can I have him call you when he 
gets home from his hospital calls?"

"Yes, get him to telephone me. Tell 
him Kathy and Tim want to get married a 
week from Saturday, on March 
22. She's making me a granny in Sep 
tember. "

While I assured Marge that Harry 
would call her back, I dreaded telling 
him. Kathy was one of our most active 
youth members. Tim, active in another 
denomination, was also a fine Christian 
young person. Their situation was being 
handled as many teen pregnancies are 
  the family made arrangements for mar 
riage quickly, and didn't consider any 
other course of action.

Marge's request would put Harry on 
the spot too. He would have to conduct 
his routine premarital counseling ses 
sions hurriedly or forgo them entirely. 
He faced a dilemma should he perform 
a wedding that might not be right for the 
couple, or should he insist on delaying 
the wedding while the couple (and fam 
ily) obtained counseling? Unfortu 
nately, none of the parties involved 
sought anything except a wedding cere 
mony.

When pregnancy happens to a Chris 
tian teenage couple, special stress is 
brought on all involved: the couple 
themselves, their families, and the min 
ister. In the family it triggers strong and

conflicting emotions, and demands deci 
sions from everyone involved. Because of 
the false impression that marriage some 
how rights the situation, the pressure is 
on for a hasty wedding. However a pastor 
handles the situation, there is the poten 
tial of much heartache afterward.

In addition, a teenage pregnancy is of 
ten a turning point. At this time some 
teens drop out of church either tempo 
rarily or forever. Pregnancy and a quick 
marriage disturbs the couple's niche in 
the congregation. They don't quite fit 
into either the adult activities or the 
youth programs. Some church members 
aren't as understanding or forgiving as 
they could be, and there might be an 
unspoken prejudice against the teen 
newlyweds. Parents of other teens often 
aren't comfortable when the couple asso 
ciates with their youngsters, and this 
alienates the parents-to-be even further.

If it is handled well, a pregnancy can 
draw teenagers closer to the church, the 
Lord, and each other; but it can also do 
just the opposite. It poses the potential 
for continuing guilt, lifelong regret, and 
alienation from the congregation.

Seek available resources
What can you, as a pastor, do to make 

the best of it when the pregnancy of a 
Christian teenager results in a request for 
a shotgun wedding? You can best handle 
such a situation when you have prepared 
for it before facing it. Find out what the 
rate of teen pregnancy in your area is. 
Learn what aid is available to families 
and teens facing this problem. When the 
family knows that their pastor has access 
to practical help, they are more likely to 
call him for counsel before they make
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decisions that have lifelong conse 
quences. Families tend to be emotionally 
upset at the news of teen pregnancies 
anyway, and under the duress of the mo 
ment may well handle the situation in a 
manner they will later regret. If you can 
spare them this additional grief, they will 
appreciate it.

Educate your church leaders as to the 
scope of the problem, and let them know 
you have literature and telephone num 
bers available should a teen pregnancy 
occur within a church family. Often an 
other church leader learns of the preg 
nancy before you do, and thus is in a 
position to steer the family to you or an 
other source of support and counseling 
quickly.

If there is a teen pregnancy support 
system in your area, invite a speaker to 
tell your congregation about it. Such a 
speaker can raise the issue in a nonthreat- 
ening way, and can start your congrega 
tion thinking of ways to handle this prob 
lem. Then should one occur, it is more 
likely to be handled constructively.

Take your normal policy on conduct 
ing weddings into account when you get 
a request to marry a teen couple because 
of pregnancy. Counsel them not to rush 
into the wedding. In the meantime, get 
the couple to consider other options. 
Make sure they know you will support 
them in whatever decisions they make.

Spend as much time with the couple as 
you can; try to determine whether they 
would have married at this time if the 
pregnancy had not happened. Ask, "If 
you should miscarry tomorrow, would 
you still get married?" Inquire about their 
plans. Teens tend to look at the immedi 
ate crisis instead of the future, and these 
two questions can show them they do 
need to consider the future, too.

Ask how they intend to relate to the 
church after they are married. Assure 
them that you want and need them in the 
church, but if you sense that either party 
feels he or she may not fit into either the 
youth or young adult groups, be sensitive 
to this and suggest an alternative. 
Smaller churches don't often have a 
strong young-adult group, which leaves 
the teen couple in a dilemma. You might 
suggest that they attend another church 
with more to offer, at least temporarily. 
This takes unselfishness, but your option 
may be seeing the couple fade out of 
Christian fellowship altogether. As long 
as you don't give the impression you are 
dismissing them, they will appreciate 
your honest concern for their spiritual

welfare. People's needs are more impor 
tant than your church attendance 
records, anyway.

During your initial sessions with the 
couple, watch for signs of unresolved 
guilt. If you sense this, inquire whether 
they have asked God for forgiveness. If 
they haven't, guide them into doing this. 
If they already have and still struggle with 
guilt, assure them as to their forgiveness.

Should the couple exhibit no signs of 
remorse, ask them what moral standards 
they will maintain in marriage. They 
have violated God's standards by indulg 
ing in what rightfully should have been 
reserved for the conjugal relationship, 
and they need to recognize that a con 
tinuing disregard for the standards of mo 
rality will most likely put a severe strain 
on their marriage. Point out that marital 
fidelity is a choice, and the wedding is a 
vow to choose faithfulness.

Help them to examine the resources 
they have available for establishing a 
household. Show them a realistic bud 
get, and let them decide what standard of 
living their present means will provide. If 
the couple will reside with one family or 
the other, ask what plans they have for 
getting out on their own and how soon 
they plan to do so. Point out the pitfalls 
of an extended time in a parental house 
hold when they will be neither self- 
supporting nor independent.

Let the couple tell you what reactions 
they have seen (or sensed) in their fami 
lies, and what support they expect from 
parents. Many teenage pregnancies bring 
a sense of failure to the couple, and they 
may, rightly or wrongly, feel their parents 
are ashamed of them or have rejected 
them, or that a wedge has been driven into 
the family that can't be removed.

At this point you might schedule a ses 
sion with the couple and either or both 
sets of parents. Before this session, see the 
parents privately. Have them air their re 
actions to the pregnancy. Sometimes in 
an effort to support their children, parents 
suppress their true feelings. They may be 
holding on to reproach, anger, or other 
emotions that need resolution. If this is 
the case, the couple can usually sense it. 
An honest discussion with all parties in 
volved clears the air, opens the door to 
forgiveness and restoration, and promotes 
better relationships.

Often parents assume a large share of 
guilt or become overly defensive of the 
couple. Watch for this. Assure the par 
ents that they are not to blame, and help 
them resolve whatever guilt they may be

Ask,"If you should 
miscarry tomorrow, 
would you still get 
married?"

experiencing. Guide them into a realistic 
assessment of how much and what kind 
of help they can offer the couple.

Be alert for signs that the parents may 
be making decisions for the couple. Im 
press upon them that it is the couple who 
will have to live most closely with the 
aftermath of those decisions. If the par 
ents push a solution the young people 
don't want, they are setting themselves 
up for blame, resentment, or excessive 
demands from the couple in the future.

Alternatives to marriage
Suppose that, after counseling, the 

couple decides marriage isn't right. Dis 
cuss with them the advantages and draw 
backs of the alternatives of surrendering 
the baby for adoption or single parent 
ing. Whatever their decision, if you can, 
steer them to an agency that can provide 
support and further counseling.

If the couple chooses not to marry, they 
must determine what their future relation 
ship will be. At this point, the Christian 
couple's values and witness before others is 
on the line. Are they willing to share equal 
responsibility to maintain sexual purity in 
the future, avoiding situations in which 
temptation beckons? Should they end 
their relationship altogether?

A friend who pastors in another de 
nomination says, "Since few teens un 
derstand the difficulty of resisting sexual 
temptation, I suggest regular meetings 
with a respected Christian adult to dis 
cuss their spiritual needs and their rela 
tionship, and to have prayer. If the cou 
ple will voluntarily agree to be honest 
with this person regarding their relation 
ship (including sexual temptation), they 
are more likely to resist intimacy."

After the pregnancy has become 
known, to provide the couple with fur 
ther support and to tie them to the 
church, go to a few of your key church 
leaders who know them and suggest they
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visit the couple and their parents. The 
family and couple frequently need to 
have affirmed that they are still loved, 
respected, and needed in the congrega 
tion. Have these leaders express support 
and offer any help they can. Comfort 
offered by other church members in addi 
tion to the pastors can make a difference 
in how the parties view the church later. 

The pregnancies of Christian teenag 
ers and the resulting requests for shotgun 
weddings are unfortunate, and few pas 
tors enjoy dealing with them. The pastor

who can act as a resource person and who 
is willing to go the extra mile to help 
those involved is a good shepherd. Such 
a pastor sows seeds of love, gratitude, and 
esteem. The pastor's care often makes 
the difference as to whether the parties 
involved drop out of church or stay in it. 
A pastor has no better opportunity to 
show Christian love and concern than 
when this situation arises.  

*The names of the parishioners involved have 
been changed.

Together They Found

H.O.RE.
Since high school, Cindy 

was slowly killing herself. She 
suffered from Bulimia Nervosa, 
an eating disorder, known as 
hinging and purging. Cindy 
secretively ate large amounts 
of food, then made herself 
vomit. During the next 10 
years, she and her family 
struggled with her disorder. 
They went to many non- 
christian counselors and 
therapies without any success.

There seemed to be no 
hope for Cindy and her family. 
Then their pastor, Bob Silver, 
and his wife, noticed an ad on 
H.O.P.E. (Helping Overcome 
Eating Disorders) in the

March '88 
issue of

Ministry Magazine. They called 
Park Ridge Hospital and were 
immediately impressed with 
the compassion, family sup 
port and spiritual emphasis of 
the H.O.P.E. program.

Since that time, Cindy has 
successfully completed the 
program and is well on her 
way to recovery.

H.O.P.E., at Park Ridge 
Hospital, tackles the physical, 
mental and spiritual aspects of 
Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa 
and compulsive eating. If 
you know someone with an 
eating disorder, H.O.P.E. can 
help you to help ;' 
professionally.

Call collect! 
(704) 6844115.

Cindy and Brent Walker with 
Pastor Bob Silver

A program of Park Ridge Hospital, P.O. Box 1569, Fletcher, NC 28732. 
______Affiliated with Adventist Health Systems/Sunbelt.______

General 
Conference 
appoints 
committee on 
human life
The General Conference of Seventh- 
day Adventists has appointed a com 
mittee (Christian View of Human 
Life) to study and make recommenda 
tions concerning the sociological, 
moral, ethical, and technical prob 
lems relating to abortion, euthanasia, 
heroic medicine, surrogate parenting, 
and other issues.

The responsibilities of this commit 
tee are to:

"1. Identify social and technologi 
cal issues that impinge upon the dig 
nity and value of human life.

"2. Study, from a biblical base, 
moral and ethical implications of de 
fined issues as they may relate to the 
choices of individuals and stance of the 
corporate church and its institutions.

"3. Provide information that will 
assist in making choices that affect the 
dignity and value of human life.

"4- Make recommendations con 
cerning a corporate stance or policy 
concerning issues relating to the 
Christian view of human life."

All those who have suggestions for 
this committee should direct them to 
the chairman, Albert S. Whiting, 
M.D., associate director for medical 
affairs, Health and Temperance De 
partment, General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists ,6840 Eastern 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 
20012 U. S. A.

Members of the Christian View 
of Human Life Committee
Adams, Elvin E., associate director, 

General Conference of Seventh- 
day Adventists (henceforth ab 
breviated as GC) Department of 
Health and Temperance (physi 
cian).

Akers, George H., director, GC De 
partment of Education

Banfield, Warren S., director, GC Of 
fice of Human Relations

Behrens, Lyn, dean, School of Medi 
cine, Loma Linda University (phy 
sician)
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Benson, Gradie,director, Social Work 
Services, Huguley Memorial Med 
ical Center

Blair, Mardian, president, Adventist 
Health System/Sunbelt Health 
Care Corporation

Dederen, Raoul F., professor of theol 
ogy, Andrews University

Dena, Richard, pastor, Southern Cal 
ifornia Conference

Flowers, Karen, associate director, 
GC Department of Church Minis- 
teries (Family Life)

Flowers, Ronald M., associate direc 
tor, GC Department of Church 
Ministeries (Family Life)

Grant, Lorenzo, pastor, Allegheny 
East Conference

Hardy, Cyril, psychiatrist, Silver 
Spring, Maryland

Jackson, Michael, president, White 
Memorial Hospital ,

Jqhhstpn, Thesba,, professor of coun- 
....' :selling, arid psychology, Andrews 
''i. > University,  ;;, '"" -' . '   ''', "•••. 
;.,;; : King, "Alan, chair man, Department of 

'.;': ; Gyriec l g¥. and Obstetrics, School 
'._, of, Medicine,, Lpma Linda Univer-,,, 
/"'.,'" :-sity(physician)-"' 1 ., '."' ' .""".'''.- ''  

" ~ kis, Miroslav, professor of ethics, An-: 
_ ''"'':• drefas University ' '",, '  " , 

, Ne'wman, .}. David, associate .seere-"
,.' ,.tary v GG Ministerial .Association 

; Plum, Benjamin, chaplain, Leland 
Memorial Hospital

Reid, George W., director, GC Bibli 
cal Research Institute

Rumble, Beverly, assistant editor, 
Journal of Adventist Education, GC 
Department of Education

Shea, William H., associate director, 
, GC Biblical Research Institute

Small, Mary, associate professor, De-, 
partment of Gynecology and Ob 
stetrics, Loma Linda University 
(physician)

Springett, Ron, professor of Theology, 
Southern College

Sterndale, Elizabeth, associate direc 
tor, GC Department of Health and 
Temperance (nursing)

Thompson, G. Ralph, secretary of the 
GC

Wilson, Neal C., president of the GC
Winslow, Gerald, associate director, 

Center of Christian Bioethics, 
Loma Linda University

Whiting, Albert, associate director, 
GC Department of Health and 
Temperance (physician)

Computer Corner

Control Z
by Kenneth R. Wade

omputer Corner be 
gan as a regular fea 
ture in Ministry in 
1985. It has now run 
its course. Our pur 
pose in starting the 
column was to help 

pastors become aware of computers and 
their potential for helping with pastoral 
tasks. I know, based on the volume of 
mail I receive from pastors wondering 
about computer use, that it has served 
this purpose well. But now we have de 
cided to move on to another way of ad 
dressing computer issues as related to the 
church. So this is my~Z (end of file) col 
umn.

While Computer Corner will no 
longer be run as a regular feature in Min 
istry, this does not mean that the editors 
are turning their backs on computers. 
Actually the elimination of the column 
will in some ways help us to cover the 
field of computers in the church better 
because we will be able to do more full- 
length articles dealing with specific com 
puter applications. An article early in 
1989 will deal with the latest ideas on 
how to put together a good church com 
puter system for a price almost every 
church can afford with a little planning 
and budgeting.

In this last column, let me review some 
of the points 1 believe are most important 
for pastors as they decide how to relate to 
computers.

1. Desire and facility for learning to 
use new equipment are key factors that 
you must consider before deciding that 
you need a computer. If you know you'll 
regard the machine as a crazy newfangled 
contraption that only makes your work 
harder, don't even consider becoming 
involved with one yourself. The invest 
ment will be wasted unless you have a 
secretary who will learn to use it. And if 
you love to fiddle and fool with program 

ming and other technical applications 
more than you love to be with people, 
that should throw caution flags in front of 
you too some pastors become too 
machine-centered and neglect their 
ministry to people.

2. For most churches and pastors, an 
IBM PC-compatible computer will 
prove the most useful because of com- 
patability of programs and data with so 
many other computer users, and be 
cause of the wide variety of software 
available at reasonable prices. How 
ever, for graphics-intensive work such 
as desktop publishing, the Apple 
Macintosh is ahead of any other popular 
personal computer.

3. The primary applications for a 
computer in the church are in keeping 
membership, interest, and visiting lists 
up-to-date, printing directories, and 
working with the financial records. In 
these applications a computer can save 
hours every month, but one must also 
be aware of the temptation to try to do 
too much to make reports with un 
necessary details  and thus to waste 
time.

4- After a word processor, the most 
useful program a pastor can buy for him 
self or herself is an outline processor such 
as PCOutline by Brown Bag Software, 
2155 S. Bascom Ave., Suite 114, Camp 
bell, CA 95008. You'll find it useful for 
sermon preparation and for keeping 
notes organized.

5. A computer concordance can be a 
great help in doing research and prepar 
ing materials. See the November 1987 
issue for our review of various programs, 
and watch for an article next year updat 
ing our research.

I will continue to be interested in hear 
ing from you regarding computer applica 
tions and how computers can help in do 
ing the work of God, so drop me a line 
here at Ministry.  
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From the Editors

More than a god 
of the gaps
David C. Jarnes

A
t times I have won 
dered about the role 
God plays in the 
world where can 
we see Him at work? 
People have viewed 
Him some still do  

as what J. B. Phillips called the "god of 
the gaps." When you don't know about 
evaporation and condensation, then 
God's direct action seems the best expla 
nation of how water comes from the sky. 
But with this approach the greater your 
ignorance, the more you think you see 
God at work around you; while, on the 
other hand, the more you learn about 
nature, the smaller your God becomes.

Deists hold another view of God's re 
lation to His creation. They suggest that 
He created it all and then stepped back to 
let it run on its own. But such a lack of 
involvement hardly fits the biblical pic 
ture of God in whom "we live, and 
move, and have our being."

But if we can find natural explana 
tions in the physical and social sci 
ences for most of what we see around 
us, then where does God fit in?

I think creationists and evolutionists 
alike would agree that our world is as it is 
because matter and energy and ani 
mate creatures are governed by natural 
law. It is the consistency and universality 
of the laws of nature that make our uni 
verse knowable and habitable. And per 
haps it is here that we see God's continu 
ing presence in His creation. Without 
the laws He established and continues to 
maintain, the universe would be chaos, 
"without form, and void."

A wise father whose infant, while 
learning to walk, is suffering because of 
the law of gravity wouldn't have that law 
annulled even if he could. The act of

walking and even their very lives depend 
on the continued functioning of that 
law. Instead, the father will help his 
child learn to use that law, learn to do 
what it makes possible. Working with 
and benefiting by all the laws of nature- 
allows us to live, work, and play.

This insight gives us a new perspective 
on God's moral law, the Ten Command 
ments. That law is not a collection of 
arbitrary demands laid upon us to test the 
depths of our submission to God, nor is it 
a set of divinely ordained bootstraps by 
which we can attain righteousness   and 
thus eternal life. Rather, God's moral 
law makes possible our continuing exist 
ence as spiritual beings in relation to Him 
and to our fellow beings.

Christian freedom, then, does not 
mean release from obligation to that 
law we would be the poorer if it did. It 
is true that conformity with God's law is 
not the means of salvation. Only Christ's 
sacrifice on our behalf could atone for our 
sins and bring to us justification. But 
having miraculously preserved us from 
the natural results of our transgression of 
that law, Christ will also bring us into 
harmony with it. Like the child whose 
freedom to move depends on learning to 
function in relation to the laws of phys 
ics, our freedom as moral agents depends 
on our learning to function in relation to 
God's moral law a process we know as 
sanctification.

Note these two powerful paragraphs 
from a book on Christian education: 
"Christ came to the world with the accu 
mulated love of eternity. Sweeping away 
the exactions which had encumbered the 
law of God, He showed that the law is a 
law of love, an expression of the Divine 
Goodness. He showed that in obedience 
to its principles is involved the happiness 
of mankind, and with it the stability, the

very foundation and framework, of hu 
man society.

"So far from making arbitrary require 
ments, God's law is given to men as a 
hedge, a shield. Whoever accepts its 
principles is preserved from evil. Fidelity 
to God involves fidelity to man. Thus the 
law guards the rights, the individuality, 
of every human being. ... It ensures 
man's well-being, both for this world and 
for the world to come. To the obedient it 
is the pledge of eternal life, for it ex 
presses the principles that endure 
forever."*

Too often, in our concern to preserve 
the truth that we obtain righteousness by 
faith alone, we have tended toward anti- 
nomianism. Christ came to reform a reli 
gion that for many had degenerated into 
legalism. But He did not teach that God's 
moral code had no place in the kingdom 
of grace. In fact, in His sermon on the 
mount He protested against the sugges 
tion that He had come to abolish the law 
(Matt. 5:17).

Revelation goes so far as to indicate 
that those Christians who live in the 
troubled times just before Christ's second 
advent will be identifiable, in part, by 
their faithfulness to God's law. The rem 
nant, the saints, are "those who obey 
God's commandments" (Rev. 12:17, 
NIV; see also Rev. 14:12).

As ministers, our task of preparing 
people to meet God involves in part call 
ing them to faithfulness to His com 
mandments. And here we can contribute 
to our world as well; God's law offers a 
foundation on which we can build a soci 
ety characterized by stability, justice, 
and peace.

*Ellen G. White, Education (Mountain View, Calif. 
Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1952), pp. 76, 77.
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Pastor's Pastor

With Jesus comes joy
Floyd Bresee

Christmas sermon seeds

esus and joy are in 
separable. You can't 
have either without 
the other. We waste 
our time, some of us a 
lifetime, trying to 
find joy without 

Jesus. On the other hand, if you claim to 
have Jesus and are not joyful, then what 
you have isn't the real thing.

In Luke 2:10 an angel announces 
Jesus' birth to the shepherds: "And the 
angel said unto them, (1) Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of (2) 
great joy, which shall be to (3) all people." 
Note three lessons from this birth an 
nouncement:
1. Don't be afraid of Jesus' 
coming—it's good news

The New English Bible says it this way: 
"They were terror-stricken, but the angel 
said, 'Do not be afraid; I have good news 
for you.' "

Seeing Jesus, man lost his fear of God. 
The Old Testament tends to picture a 
God who is more judgmental and harsh 
than does the New Testament. Why? 
Because God has changed? No. Humans 
dread the unseen. The Old Testament 
writers had never seen God and thus 
wrote of Him with a sense of fear and 
foreboding. Seeing God in Jesus dissi 
pated the dread.

Don't be afraid of Christ's first coming, 
that is, conversion. At some time in life 
almost everyone wonders about the wis 
dom of giving his life to Christ. Might 
not such a decision kind of drain the fun 
out of life?

My country neighbor put out some 
steel traps one winter. I don't know what

he hoped to catch. I do know what he did 
catch the neighborhood dogs. Three 
times 1 heard the loud yelping or the soft 
crying of a dog in pain. Three times I 
worked with a trap to open it carefully so 
as to free the animal's crushed leg with 
out causing more pain. One victim was so 
frightened and so frustrated with pain 
that he tried to bite me all the time I was 
attempting to free him.

How like the human predicament. 
Trapped by sin, we beg for release. Yet 
when Christ comes to help, we resist. 
Like the dog, we fail to understand that 
all He wants to do is set us free.

Don't be afraid of Christ's second com 
ing, either at death or the Second Ad 
vent. Some approach the end of life on 
earth with fear and foreboding. They be 
lieve in God. They mean to be saved. But 
they look at themselves and come away 
thinking that it's impossible. Speaking of 
Jesus, the angel promised, "He shall save 
his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). 
If we had to manage and maneuver our 
own salvation, there would be great rea 
son for fear. But that's not how it works. 
Our business is to be His, and His busi 
ness is to do the saving. 
2. Jesus brings joy

"Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great jo}>." Why is Jesus' 
joy such good news? Because it lasts. 
We understand this better by compar 
ing three words: pleasure, happiness, and
joy.

"Pleasure" is temporary. Let's define 
pleasure as that feeling of delight we 
receive from a stimulation of our senses, 
I love pecan pie. Rolling a bite of succu 
lent pecan pie around on the tongue is, 
for me, pure pleasure. The trouble is 
that eventually you do have to swallow. 
Moments later the sensation is gone. In

fact, if you eat too much pie, that deli 
cious taste in your mouth becomes a 
knot in your stomach. Pleasure is tem 
porary.

"Happiness" depends on circum 
stances. We'll define happiness in its 
most literal sense. The root word is hap, 
meaning luck, or chance. Enjoying ro 
bust health, you're happy, favored by 
hap. But what if circumstances change 
and you contract cancer? Jesus must 
have an answer to life when circum 
stances go against us.

"joy" lasts. On His way to Gethse- 
mane, Jesus spoke of a "joy [that] no man 
taketh from you" (John 16:22). Early 
Christians found an internal peace that 
was impervious to external pressures 
(Acts 5:40, 41).

The joy that Jesus brings is a deep- 
down exuberance resulting from a love 
relationship with a Christ who will never 
fail to understand and will never leave 
you alone. Other relationships can end 
in death, or even divorce or some other 
form of rejection. Your relationship with 
Christ can never be severed by anything 
other than your own choice. 
3. Jesus' joy is available to all

In our text, the angel promises this joy 
"shall be to all people." There is no one so 
irreligious or so melancholy that Jesus' 
joy is outside his or her grasp. Where do 
you get joy? Joy is part of the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22). When does this 
joy become ours? When the Holy Spirit 
brings Jesus within us.

Christmas is such a busy season. Have 
we become so busy with Christmas pre 
sents that we have neglected Christ's 
presence? Nineteen hundred years ago 
Jesus looked for a place to be born. He's 
still looking today. Offer Him your heart. 
With Jesus comes joy.  
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Health and Religion

Alcoholism: what 
pastors can do
Hal Gates

entered the ministry 
after many years of 
alcohol and drug 
misuse. At the age of 
43 I was destitute 
and nearly dead. I 
was able only to get 

out a faint plea of "God help me." But by 
the time this article is read I will have had 
eight years free from alcohol and seven 
and a half years free from drugs. Like the 
Gadarene demoniac, I sit at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed, in my right mind, healed. 
To God be the glory!

My story illustrates the progression of 
the disease of alcoholism and drug addic 
tion. E. M. Jellinek developed a curve 
that is the standard for plotting the 
course of the disease of alcoholism (see 
figure). Starting with occasional or ex 
perimental use, the user progresses into 
the early stages of alcoholism, then into 
the crucial phase, then the chronic 
phase, and finally into the obsessive- 
compulsive squirrel cage of drinking 
away the symptoms of drinking too 
much.

I started experimenting with alcohol 
when I was in the sixth grade. As I grew 
older my desire to be accepted by the 
older crowd kept me drinking. At this 
point alcohol use was a sin and not a 
sickness. But continued use soon led to 
psychological as well as physical addic 
tion.

During my high school years I at 
tended a Christian boarding school for 
part of a year, but my behavior led to 
expulsion. Back at public high school the

Hal Gates, J.D., has been a successful 
businessman and attorney, and an alco 
holic. Now he is pastor of the West Seattle 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

sin and physical dependence took con 
trol again.

I attended a Christian college with the 
intention of becoming a medical doctor. 
With much prayer and determination 1 
began to get my spiritual house back in 
order. The goal of becoming a doctor 
took precedence over my drinking, until 
one day when I went on an outing with a 
group of "good" students. I was surprised 
when some drinking occurred. That time 
I had only a swallow or two, but I soon 
found myself drinking more and more of 
ten. I ended up back in public college and 
fell back into my old pattern.

When I married, my wife and I went 
into business, and our social life soon 
began to revolve around alcohol. Over- 
indulgence in alcohol was not only ac 
cepted but encouraged by my peers. 
When our daughter was born, we tried to 
provide her with a good home, but the 
relationship ended in divorce just a cou 
ple of years later.

Alcohol helped me to deal with the 
loneliness, insecurity, guilt, and doubt. I 
continued to work hard at the business, 
and my staff covered up for me, 
"enabling" me. At this point sin was rip 
ening into a chronic, habitual, and per 
sonally unmanageable condition.

I had an opportunity to enter law 
school at the age of 27, and I commuted a 
long distance so that I could continue to 
run my business and attend classes. I 
thought this might be the opportunity to 
get myself back together since I would be 
too busy for continual drinking. I rigidly 
controlled my drinking during the week 
and got drunk only on weekends.

When I finished law school, 1 sold my 
business and joined an established law 
firm. My law partner and 1 enjoyed the 
"good life" which included abuse of al 

cohol and other drugs. After five years of 
this lifestyle, I found myself out of con 
trol.

I felt that I needed to get away from 
those people and that place, because I 
thought they were causing my problem. 
Actually I was lying to myself, because I 
was unwilling to admit that alcohol and 
drug use had anything to do with my 
problem. My life was unmanageable, but 
I was not willing to turn my will or prob 
lems over to God.

By this time sin had ripened into the 
full-fledged, medically defined physical, 
mental, and spiritual disease of chronic 
alcoholism. On the Jellinek curve, I was 
at the bottom. I dropped out of society 
and escaped to the San Juan Islands of 
Washington to live aboard a boat.

In the film The Disease Concept of Al 
coholism II, Dr. David Ohlms states that 
96 percent of alcoholics either die or go 
insane; few make it into recovery. But 
God was with me when, with a weak and 
quivering cry, I asked for His help. He 
heard me and, by His grace, ministered 
to me in large part through the under 
standing and compassion of the members 
of a small church. I thus began the long 
process of recovery.

Understanding addiction
The Jellinek curve is a valuable tool for 

the pastor who needs to understand more 
about alcoholism and addiction. The 
facts, circumstances, and time stages 
may vary from person to person, but the 
curve of descent into and ascent out of 
alcoholism is quite predictable. The ear 
lier in the downward spiral of the Jellinek 
curve the user is confronted with his or 
her addictive behavior, the better the 
prognosis for recovery.

As I look back on my addiction, the
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course can be plotted step by step on the 
curve, the sin leading to a diseased con 
dition of the mind and body. I wish some 
one, anyone, would have recognized my 
plight and intervened. As with many ad 
dicts, the "I can" syndrome reigned in my 
life: "I can do it myself," "I got myself 
into this; I can get myself out," and "I can 
quit any time I want." We deny our in 
ability to control our lives, the shame 
and guilt become unbearable, and the 
spiral continues downward until it is in 
terrupted.

There are an estimated 10 to 15 mil 
lion alcoholics in the United States and 
nearly that many addicted abusers of ille 
gal drugs. Young people comprise the 
fastest growing group. Many have multi 
ple addictions, generally to alcohol and 
another drug. Figures show that sub 
stance abuse is a problem for all ages, 
races, socioeconomic strata, and reli 
gions.

Each of us has in our congregation sub 
stance abusers who, because they are 
afraid to admit they have a problem, end 
up denying it. Denial is often fueled by 
the addict's perception of other members 
of the congregation. Fear of rejection is a

strong adjunct to denial. We need to fos 
ter an attitude of mutual trust so that 
people are able to communicate their 
needs and still find acceptance. "God 
hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind" 
(2Tim. 1:7). It is often said that a church 
is a hospital for sinners. People expect us 
to be able to help them find solutions to 
substance abuse problems.

Assuming the ostrich posture does not 
help. Too often I have heard substance 
abusers say, "I went to my pastor, and he 
didn't even know what I was talking 
about. He said I needed to trust Jesus 
more and said a little prayer; that was 
all." We must be prepared to put commu 
nity and church resources to work to help 
substance abusers.

How to help
In order to help, pastors must avail 

themselves of all the tools available. Our 
congregations need to be giant support 
groups, reaching out in love, compas 
sion, and understanding to the hurting 
ones. This can be done successfully if the 
people are informed about such things as

alcoholism's effects on users and their 
families.

The relationship between evangelism 
and substance abuse also needs to be un 
derstood. Christ's commission to go into 
all the world, preaching, teaching, and 
baptizing, is the essence of evangelism. 
As we go forth into our communities to 
lead people to Christ, we encounter sub 
stance abusers and individuals who live 
with substance abusers.

Those who have lived for years with 
substance abusers have felt inadequate or 
have feelings of incompleteness in com 
parison with other people. This feeling is 
amplified when they come into close 
communion with "good" church mem 
bers.

Those who come from homes in which 
there is a substance abuse problem are 
often found to be as sick as the abusing 
family member. The ideal is, of course, 
for the family to recover together. How 
ever, the family can recover even if the 
addicted person does not seek recovery. 
Care must be taken with these families 
because often they are similar to battle 
field casualties, the shell-shocked walk 
ing wounded. To help them requires
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honest, up-front compassion and con 
cern, coupled with a knowledge of the 
burdens the family bears.

One of the most damaging misconcep 
tions about addiction holds that if the 
substance abuse stops, the problems will 
go away. The divorce rate actually is 
higher for recovering addicts than for 
those making no attempt at recovery. 
Longstanding problems and behavioral 
patterns do not just suddenly disappear. 
Unresolved problems, guilt, anger, re 
pression, hatred, fear, mistrust, and de 
nial that have not been dealt with are all 
manifestations of the past. These not 
only threaten the marital relationship 
and the relationship with other family 
members, but also contribute to the re 
lapse of the person trying to recover from 
substance abuse.

Not only is the recovering person or 
family self-conscious in the midst of the 
congregation, but uninformed people in 
the congregation may unconsciously re 
act negatively to the recovering person.

This happens in a screening process we 
call the "leprosy syndrome," or "un 
clean, don't touch." Only by patient ed 
ucation of the body of Christ will the 
congregation be able to break this pat 
tern and allow the recovering families to 
be nurtured and assimilated into the con 
gregation.

This also holds true for backslidden 
members who wish to return to the 
church. Guilt and shame are even more 
menacing to Christian alcoholics than to 
their secular counterparts. In addition, 
the recovering alcoholic may return with 
a chip on the shoulder. Even a slight 
misunderstanding may lead the alcoholic 
to accuse church members of hypocrisy.

The SDAXA program
Members of the Seventh-day Advent- 

ist Church have started a Christ- 
centered support network for people re 
covering from addiction. The group is 
called SDAXA Regeneration and in 
cludes people with substance use/abuse

Guided confrontation
In their book Dying for a Drink, Dr. Anderson Spickard and Barbara Thomp 

son outline concisely the process known as "guided confrontation," or "inter 
vention," which was pioneered by the Johnson Institute in Minnesota. Thou 
sands of addicts and their families are now on the upward spiral of the Jellinek 
curve because someone cared enough to intervene.

"Intervention" is a simple, well-planned and well-rehearsed confrontation, 
well carried out within the context of established guidelines and rules. The 
"confrontation team" is made up of the user's inner support group people who 
are significant in the life of the alcohol/addict, such as family members (including 
children), employers, employees, the doctor, the minister, and friends. They 
follow a carefully planned and practiced confrontation under professional super 
vision.

Most qualified treatment facilities have a free community service of inter 
vention and supervision. The steps necessary to prepare for an intervention 
are:

1. Find professional help: a person to counsel, supervise, and prepare the team 
and to direct the actual confrontation. Family members are usually too emotion 
ally involved to lead the intervention team.

2. Choose members for the team on the basis of their close relationship with 
the user and a willingness to be involved. Anyone too psychologically frail to 
withstand the emotional impact should be excluded. Also excluded are those 
who would preach to or berate the alcoholic or the family members.

3. Choose data to be presented by each member. The data should be three or 
four good, current, graphic, factual examples of the erratic behavior of the 
substance abuser and how it has impacted the presenter.

4. Choose a time when the alcoholic will be sober.
5. Practice the intervention. This allows the team members to vent their 

feelings so the intervention can be done in loving firmness. Practicing also allows 
role modeling and preparation of the team members for the manipulative behav 
ior of the alcoholic/addict. The team can then respond to the alcoholic/addict's 
excuses and promises with answers and alternatives. The object of the interven 
tion is to move the alcoholic/addict to agree to a treatment plan.

backgrounds as well as family members. 
There are now 44 such groups operating 
in eight states. The support group is open 
to all who wish to accept Jesus Christ as 
the highest power and to work the 12 
steps, as we have adapted them to Scrip 
ture, together with claiming the Bible 
promises for victory in their lives. The 
group serves as a bridge between the sub 
stance abuser and the church, and works 
as an adjunct to, not a replacement of, 
other treatment programs such as Alco 
holics Anonymous and Al-Anon.

The support group starts out with a pro 
gram of information and education for the 
whole church. Later the leaders of the 
group are brought together for training. 
The entire church must be educated so 
that the congregation can assist the group.

As church members learn about sub 
stance use/abuse, they can be of real help 
to one another. They can also reach out to 
their neighbors and friends with the lov 
ing hand of Jesus. Often backsliders can be 
reunited with their church family through 
this kind of understanding ministry.

Some people who are currently in one 
of the 12-step programs are looking for 
more understanding of spiritual issues. 
This Christ-centered support group sup 
plies what they have been seeking. Then 
if the people want to learn more specific 
information about Scripture, Bible stud 
ies can be arranged on an individual ba 
sis. Discussion of Bible issues is not en 
couraged during the support group 
sessions. A separate Bible study group is 
the place for that type of discussion. The 
support group is a place for people to talk 
about their Highest Power, Jesus Christ, 
and to claim Bible promises.

Victory is the name of ministry for al 
coholics; victory for the church body 
over their narrow and often cutting view 
of the dependent person is necessary if 
the church is to assimilate him or her into 
a strong, lasting, and eternal fellowship 
in the love of Jesus Christ. Through lov 
ing acceptance and nurture, the church 
can help the dependent person gain the 
victory over feelings of inadequacy, 
shame, guilt, anger, and frustration. The 
family members also need to sense vic 
tory in being assimilated into a sharing, 
caring, giving, and loving family.

"By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to an 
other" (John 13:35). We need to see the 
victory of Christ over Satan in this great 
controversy over the souls of men and 
women, and the victory of Jesus Christ is 
in healing the disease of addiction.  
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Educational materials to prevent or deal 
with chemical dependency

All the materials listed below are 
available from Narcotics Education, 
Inc., 6830 Laurel Street NW., Wash 
ington, D.C. 20012-9979. Call toll 
free 1-800-548-8700 to receive a cata 
log or to order any of these items.

Drug Prevention Magazines 
The Winner and Listen
Every Christian home should have The 
Winner for ages 9 through 12 and Listen 
for teens. Both publications are also 
ideal for use in parochial schools. 
Teaching guides are available for class 
room use. Single subscription to The 
Winner is $7-95 and to Listen, $13.95. 
In classroom quantities, nine-month 
subscriptions to The Winner are $5.95 
and to Listen, $8.95. Free samples are 
available upon request. 
The Winner Vacation Bible School 
Special Issue
A free promotional kit explains how 
your church can include anti-drug ed 
ucation in its Vacation Bible School. 
A sample of the Vacation Bible School 
special issue of The Winner is included 
in the kit.
The Winner Halloween Issue 
Church members can give trick- 
or-treaters a special Halloween issue of 
The Winner and promote wholesome 
drug-free living through its stories, 
games, and puzzles. Free information 
 and sample copy upon request.

Pamphlets 
Sample Pamphlet Collection
There's a wealth of material in this col 
lection of 17 pamphlets, including: 
How to Stop Smoking and Breathe Free, 
Twenty-one Reasons to Say No to Alco 
hol, Cocaine—Drug of Illusion. $3.50. 
Parents' Quide to Drug Abuse 
This pamphlet outlines the steps par 
ents can take when they think their 
child may be using drugs. It also em 
phasizes the important role of the 
church in preventing drug use. 30 
cents.

Books and Booklets 
Alcoholism in the Family and Co 
caine in the Family 
These booklets explain the harmful ef 

fects of each drug and how family 
members can be part of the solution. 
16-page paperbacks, $1.10 each title. 
Dying for a Drink
Anderson Spickard, M.D., Presbyte 
rian minister, uses case histories to 
help answer such questions as: Why do 
people become alcoholics? Is addic 
tion a disease or a sin? How can fami 
lies, churches, and ministers help? 
What about Alcoholics Anonymous? 
211-page paperback, $6.95. 
Qetting Them Sober, volumes 1 and 
2, and an action guide 
These definitive books, by Toby Rice 
Drews, help those who live with ad 
dicted persons promote family heal 
ing. 490 pages in three-paperback set, 
$10.50 per set.
How to Save the Children You Love 
From Drugs
Author Ken Barun is a former director 
of Nancy Reagan's drug awareness 
campaign. His comprehensive guide 
covers prevention, intervention, and 
treatment of drug use by children of all 
ages. 276-page hardcover, $12.95. 
Peer Pressure Reversal 
This excellent guide by Sharon Scott 
helps parents and teachers learn how 
to teach children to reverse negative 
peer pressure. 185-page paperback, 
$9.95.
Hoiv to Say No and Keep Your 
Friends
Sharon Scott offers preteens and teens 
help with the difficult decisions they 
face about drug use and sexuality. She 
outlines step-by-step methods for deal 
ing with peer pressure without putting 
friendships in jeopardy. 100-page pa 
perback, $4.95.
Positive Prevention—Putting the 
Pieces Together
Parents, teachers, and community 
leaders will find many valuable ideas 
for motivating teens to stay free of al 
cohol and other drugs in this resource 
manual. 65-page paperback, $19.95. 
Celebrate With Others the Drug-free 
Choice
A how-to handbook for teens on orga 
nizing prevention programs. 54-page 
paperback, $8.95.

Marijuana Alert
Peggy Mann's monumental report of 
current scientific research and up-to- 
date resources is a classic reference 
book on marijuana. 526-page paper 
back, $10.95.
The Sad Story of Mary Wanna 
This excellent coloring and activity 
book by Peggy Mann introduces scien 
tific anti-marijuana education to chil 
dren ages 6 through 11. 40-page paper 
back, $2.95.
Safety Kids Play It Smart, Stay Safe 
From Drugs
Eight upbeat sing-along songs inter 
spersed with a dramatic story on audio- 
cassette teach the dangers of alcohol 
and drugs in an entertaining way. 
Comes with an activity book for chil 
dren to color as they listen to the story 
and sing along. Enjoyed by ages 6 
through 12. 36-page paperback, $9.95. 
Do It With Skits
Here are 15 skits proven to be easy for 
teens to learn and perform. Also ex 
plains how to organize, recruit, and 
train participants to present a program 
of anti-drug skits. 46-page paperback, 
$5.95.

Videos
The Twelve Steps
A 35-minute video for adults. Stirring 
insights into the 12 steps of Alcoholics 
Anonymous and how they can be ap 
plied to drug addiction, overeating, and 
gambling. $39.95. 
High on Life, Not on Drugs 
A 35-minute video for teens. Police ser 
geant Bud Hulsey combines humor with 
straight talk to analyze why people use 
drugs and to show better ways to find 
satisfaction in life. His formula for hap 
piness and drug-free living presents the 
role of spirituality in a way that is ac 
ceptable even in public schools. 
$29.95.
Three Ways to Keep Your Kids Off 
Drugs
A 46-minute video for parents and 
teachers. Presents Bud Hulsey's com- 
monsense approach to keeping kids off 
drugs through character-building tech 
niques as taught at the FBI National 
Academy. $29.95.
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Biblio File

Did Jesus Rise From the Dead? The 
Resurrection Debate
Gary R. Habermas and Antony Flew (ed 
ited by Terry L. Miethe), Harper & Row, 
New York, 1987, 190pages, $14.95. Re 
viewed by James Ayers, pastor, First Pres 
byterian Church, Kingman, Kansas.

On May 2, 1985, Gary R. Habermas 
and Antony Flew participated in a public 
debate at Liberty University, Lynchburg, 
Virginia, entitled "The Historicity of the 
Resurrection: Did Jesus Rise From the 
Dead?" This book includes the substance 
of that debate, continuing discussions 
among the philosophy faculty, and reac 
tions from noted scholars Wolfhart Pan- 
nenberg, Charles Hartshorne, and J. I. 
Packer.

Antony Flew will be familiar to first- 
year philosophy students because of his 
sharp critiques of religion in New Essays 
in Philosophical Theology, God and Philos 
ophy, and other works. He is an able ad 
vocate of the skeptic's position on the 
existence of God. Habermas is less well 
known, although he has written four 
books on the Resurrection. His control 
of the evidence is powerful; the evidence 
itself is compelling; and Flew is never 
able to come up with a convincing re 
joinder.

There are a couple of minor weak 
nesses in the debate. First, Flew was not 
as prepared as one would have expected 
on questions about the dating and au 
thorship of portions of the New Testa 
ment. While he has some acquaintance 
with this intricate scholarship, he is not 
at home with it. Habermas, however, 
shows clear mastery of the material. 
Flew's frequent rebuttal is "Well, we just 
don't know what happened." I wished 
Flew had done more homework so he 
could have based his argument more on 
knowledge than ignorance.

Those who have felt the discomfort of 
being labeled "fundamentalist" and "ob 
scurantist" will recognize the temptation 
of self-righteousness to which Habermas 
occasionally falls prey. There are times 
when his response to Flew's critiques 
leaves us with the impression that he is 
defending his presentation rather than 
his ideas.

This is an excellent book in which a

learned skeptical philosopher and able 
apologete go head-to-head. The partici 
pants state their positions clearly, and 
the debate format makes the opposing 
viewpoints accessible to the reader.

While not the sort of thing you would 
use as an evangelistic book, it provides 
pastors with historical evidence of 
Christ's resurrection. The Christian posi 
tion not only holds its own, it carries the 
day.

The Biblical View of Self-esteem, 
Self-love, Self-image
Jay E. Adams, Harvest Home Publishers, 
Eugene, Oregon, 1986, 143 pages, $5.95, 
paper. Reviewed by Elfriede Matejisik, 
Ph.D., public aid caseworker, State of Illi 
nois, and instructor, Truman College, Chi 
cago.

In this book the author refutes 
Maslow's "hierarchy of needs" and exam 
ines the tenets of the evolving self- 
esteem movement. He sees this move 
ment as threatening the basic Christian 
concepts of sin, guilt, and the Protestant 
understanding of grace. He frequently 
quotes from television pastor and author 
Robert Schuller, who calls for a "new 
reformation" and a "sweeping change in 
theology."

In quoting large segments of his oppo 
nents' writings, Adams is in danger of 
converting the questioning reader to the 
philosophy he is disputing. Besides re 
jecting what he terms a "false belief that 
borders on heresy," the writer also dis 
agrees with the commonly held view of 
the value of sinful man in God's eyes. He 
regards free grace and love as contradic 
tory to Paul's statement in Romans 5:6, 
8, and 10. He expounds on the sinful 
state of man in enmity with God.

The book is not convincing to this 
reviewer, lacking good journalistic qual 
ity and credibility. It is valuable for the 
warning it gives about accepting easy so 
lutions for the human dilemma as often 
expressed by advocates of the self-esteem 
movement. For this reason the book can 
make a positive contribution to the li 
brary of a minister or educator. However, 
fundamentalists should beware of accept 
ing the author's interpretations unques- 
tioningly and would do well to use Ad 

ams' work as a basis for their own 
research.

Preach For a Year
Roger Campbell, Kregel Publications, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1988, 224 
pages, $9.95, paper. Reviewed by John L. 
Casteel, professor of practical theology, re 
tired, Union Theological Seminary, New 
York.

This volume offers 104 brief sermon 
outlines (two for each week) grouped ac 
cording to seasons and topics. Each out 
line has an introduction, body, and con 
clusion, but the divisions appear 
arbitrary. The pattern of outlines does 
not make use of recent developments in 
homiletical theory or the current empha 
sis on "telling our story."

Biblical texts and illustrations are scat 
tered randomly throughout the outlines 
in a way that exhibits more biblicism 
than responsible use of the material.

A compilation such as this can be 
helpful to the preacher as a means of 
"priming the pump" or suggesting devel 
opment of a sermon. It can say "here is 
something to begin with" or "here is a 
possible way of dealing with this text." 
But used in entirety, or depended upon 
regularly, it can destroy a preaching min 
istry. Phillips Brooks called a sermon 
"truth through personality." It must be 
the preacher's witness to the truth 
 modest, or even poor, as the sermon 
may be. No one can fulfill the calling for 
him or her. The preacher who is too busy 
to make the sermon a personal witness to 
the gospel is too busy.

Twelve Keys to an Effective Church
Kennon L. Callahan, Harper & Row, 
New York, 1987, guidebook, 126 pages, 
$11.95, workbook, 46 pages, $4.95, pa 
per. Reviewed by Chad McComas, pastor, 
Corvallis Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Corvallis, Oregon.

The thought of long-range planning 
with my church has never been a pleas 
ant one. When I have felt the urge to do 
systematic planning, the reality of the 
horrendous process comes to mind. It 
takes so long to get anything done, and 
often I haven't been sure what we did 
after we had done it.
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With this experience behind me I 
started reading Callahan's book with ap 
prehension. Expecting to be lost in plan 
ning process jargon, I was pleasantly sur 
prised to find his process simple. Long- 
range planning is divided into six easy 
and fun sessions.

The Leaders' Guide explains the six 
sessions and their rationale. The author 
suggests that grass roots leaders read this 
guide with the pastor and staff members. 
With the reading as a basis, the planning 
committee can make quick work of the 
actual sessions.

The Planning Workbook includes exer 
cises to use during the sessions. As your 
planning committee works through the 
book, they discover their church's 
strengths compared with the 12 central 
characteristics of an effective church. 
Then they decide what four areas they 
want to improve and develop, how to 
plan a timeline, and how to determine 
key objectives.

As you read through these companion 
books, you will soon develop an excite 
ment for planning again. As I read them, 
I could hardly wait to try the ideas in my 
own church. With Callahan's help, we 
may become an effective, long- 
range-planning church after all.

As the year draws to a close and you 
plan for 1989 and beyond, get these two 
helps you'll be thanking Callahan and 
me later!

Books on C. S. Lewis
On the 25th anniversary of the death 

of C. S. Lewis, we include several books 
published in recent years about this fa 
mous writer who has greatly influenced 
contemporary Christian thought.

C. S. Lewis Through the Shadowlands, 
Brian Sibley, Fleming H. Revell Company, 
Old Tappan, New jersey, 1986, 160 
pages, $10.95, hardcover.

This biography of C. S. Lewis and Joy 
Davidman tells how two people seem 
ingly unalike, yet very much alike in 
their faith, meet, and what happens to 
them. Their life together is an intense 
intermingling of joy, pathos, and trag 
edy. It pictures what real love looks like. 
Those who have experienced the loss of a 
loved one will understand how even this 
great Christian thinker could have his 
faith shaken and then know the touch of 
God once more.

Pleasures Forevermore, The Theology of 
C. S. Lewis, John Randolph Willis, S.J.,

Loyola University Press, Chicago, Illinois, 
1983, 133 pages, $12.95, hardcover.

Willis examines Lewis's ideas about 
God, Christ, the nature of man, Scrip 
ture, prayer, ethics, heaven, and hell 
and how they are presented through his 
fiction. He also notes there are areas of 
theology that Lewis purposely avoided 
presenting.

The author observes that Lewis felt 
that the Second Coming had been soft- 
pedaled in the twentieth century. Willis 
disagrees with Lewis, and goes on to point 
out that this is a key point in the beliefs of 
Adventists and others. The book ends 
with these words: "Nowhere is Lewis ever 
more eloquent or convincing than when 
writing about The Last Things.' "

The Latin Letters of C. S. Lewis, Martin 
Moynihan, Crossway Books, Westchester, 
Illinois, 1987, 64 pages, $4.95, paper.

A small volume, Latin Letters, con 
tains portions of Lewis's correspondence 
written in Latin to Don Giovanni Cala 
bria, a priest in Verona, Italy. These let 
ters are valuable not just for students of 
Lewis, but because of the wisdom they 
contain. Lewis deplored bigotry in both 
Protestants and Catholics. As he states: 
"It is a wonderful thing and a strengthen 
ing of faith that two souls differing from 
each other in place, nationality, lan 
guage, obedience, and age should have 
been led into sweet familiarity: so far does 
the order of spiritual beings transcend 
the material order." The complete series 
of letters will be published this fall.

Brothers and Friends, Clyde S. Kilby and 
Marjorie Lamp Mead, eds., Harper & 
Row, New York, 1982, 302 pages, 
$15.95, hardcover.

Kilby (now deceased) was dean of 
American C. S. Lewis scholars and 
founder and curator emeritus of 
Wheaton College's Wade Collection of 
books and papers of British authors, and 
Mead was his associate when they collab 
orated on this book. The material it con 
tains was distilled from hundreds of diary 
entries and letters given to them by War 
ren Lewis, C. S. Lewis's "dearest and 
closest friend." The book, spanning 60 
years of the brothers' lives, also includes 
numerous photographs.

Jack: C. S. Lewis and His Times, George 
Sayer, Harper & Row, San Francisco, 
1988, 271 pages, $19.95, hardcover.

Lyle Dorsett, current director of 
Wheaton College's Wade Collection of

British Authors, tells us this is "the most 
important biography written to date on 
C. S. Lewis." George Sayer studied un 
der Lewis at Oxford and was a member of 
his inner circle, and the two remained 
friends throughout Lewis's life. Sayer 
gives a close-up look at Lewis as no other 
author has or could. Through his book 
we become acquainted with Lewis the 
person; we are involved in his interests, 
frustrations, sufferings, and joys. We are 
moved by his deep caring for people (he 
answered every letter he received). We 
are saddened by his lack of understand 
ing about how to care for his own 
health. Sayer recalls minor details of 
Lewis's life, even what he ate for break 
fast! His is a fascinating story for Lewis 
admirers and scholars, and a well- 
documented one.

C. S. Lewis Had a Wife, William ]. 
Peterson, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 
Wheaton, Illinois, 1985, 176 pages, 
$2.95, paper.

Much biographical information is 
packed into this small volume that in 
cludes intimate and beautiful insights 
into the relationships five well-known 
Christians had with their spouses. Be 
sides Lewis, they are John Knox, Hudson 
Taylor, Billy Sunday, and Grace Living- 
ston Hill. The stories provide excellent 
sermon material.

And God Came In: The Extraordinary 
Story of Joy Davidman Her Life and 
Marriage to C. S. Lewis, Lyle Dorsett, 
MacMillan Publishing Co., Boston, 1983, 
192 pages, $14.95, hardcover.

To study the life of C. S. Lewis is also 
to study that of his creative, uninhibited, 
and totally liberated wife, Joy David 
man. This book is a biography of her life.

C. S. Lewis, Joe Christopher, Twayne's 
English Author Series, G. K. Hall, a divi 
sion of MacMillan Publishing Co., Boston, 
1987, 160 pages, $16.95, hardcover.

Christopher has written this introduc 
tion to the writings and life of C. S. Lewis 
for the college-age reader.

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christian, Kathryn 
Lindskoog, Harold Shaw Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois, 1987, 264 pages, 
$9.95, paper.

This is a revised edition of an earlier 
work by the same author. Lindskoog is a 
capable scholar who has also studied and 
written on Lewis's theology as expressed 
in his children's books.
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Letters
From page 2

tion. He states that "the major sources 
to which they [Adventists] normally 
turn for direction in matters of faith and 
practice the Scriptures and the writ 
ings of Ellen White are silent, or at 
least less than unequivocal about abor 
tion." Since when has the argument 
from silence taken priority over princi 
ple in the Adventist Church?

I believe it's time for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church to take a stand 
against the evils of our day in the same 
way it has stood against the doctrines 
that are not biblical.

I hear some people in our church say 
that we ought to support capital punish 
ment, but when I ask them if they 
would pull the switch and take another 
person's life, they are suddenly silent. 
Could it be that the same is true when it 
comes to abortion? If those who make 
the policies regarding abortion were to 
be asked to actually perform one, what 
would their position be?

Maybe we ought to stop asking the 
mother or the father or the doctor what 
they think and start asking the Lord 
what He thinks. Isn't it time we started 
being consistent when it comes to the 
Word of God and the authority it ought 
to have in matters of faith and practice? 
If I read the Word of God correctly, I 
find that part of the reason the Lord 
rebuked Israel so many times was be 
cause Israel failed to meet and deal with 
the social ills of the day. We are in dan 
ger of doing the same.  Terry C. 
Grimm, pastor, Ashland Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, Ashland, Kentucky.

The General Conference has established 
a committee to develop a policy regarding 
abortion. Ministry will report the conclu 
sions of that committee. See page 20 for 
further information. —Editors.

Focus on God, not audience
First, many thanks for your magazine. 

Glad to see your attention given to 
abortion again.

I would like to comment on the arti 
cle about reading the Scripture in 
church (July 1988). Point 9 suggests, 
"Look at the congregation frequently." 
Just the opposite is better. Look at them 
as you begin to read and as you finish, 
but in between read with transfixed

attention, since God is speaking to you 
first, and you never take your eyes off 
Him. I find it distracting to have some 
one who is reading to me always pausing 
to look at me. After all, you are reading, 
not declaring.   F. A. Hertwig, Lin 
coln, Missouri.

Not the only Adventists
This is not the first time that I have 

written to you to express my continuing 
dissatisfaction with a usage of language 
that I find more than mildly offensive in 
this fine publication. I refer specifically 
to your frequent use of the word Ad 
ventist often coupled with the 
innocent-looking article the—to refer to 
your denomination. For example, in the 
article ' 'Seventh-day Adventists 
Believe..." (July 1988), the first 20 lines 
alone contain no fewer than four such 
usages.

If there were such a thing as the "Ad 
ventist Church," both Seventh-day 
Adventists and all other Adventists 
would belong to it, and believe me, 
there would be considerably more diver 
sity of opinion in such a church than 
would be implied in the publication of 
the book (correctly) entitled Seventh- 
day Adventists Believe . . .!

Since there isn't such a church, some 
of the rest of us would really appreciate 
it if you would at least imply your ac 
knowledgment of our existence by re 
fraining from referring to yourselves as if 
you were indeed the only Adventists on 
the planet.  Your fellow Adventist, 
John H. Roller, First Advent Christian 
Church, Charleston, West Virginia.

We recognize that we are not the only 
Adventists—that we do not have exclusive 
claim to that name. But to use the full 
name of our church in every reference to it 
or its components would be awkward and 
tiresome. And we know of no other suitable 
abbreviation. We find a precedent in the 
fact that citizens of the United States are 
called Americans when citizens of the other 
countries of North or South America could 
properly claim that name also. —Editors.

Thanks for sending Ministry
Thank you very much for sending me 

your magazine Ministry regularly, even 
though you recognize I am not commit 
ted to the Seventh-day Adventist theo 
logical position. The July (1988) issue 
reached me this morning, and I want to 
thank you particularly for the articles on 
preaching it contains. Also, I enjoyed 
reading the article "How to Stay Fit

While You Travel," by Betty Gibb. I 
am considering writing on the challenge 
of physical fitness and how to maintain 
it in the busy pastorate, and I found 
some seed thoughts in this article quite 
helpful.  Terry McNulty, Hornsey, 
London, England.

  I am one of the folk to whom you have 
kindly granted a subscription to Minis 
try, and I think that it is time that I 
gratefully acknowledged this. The jour 
nal contains an enormous amount of 
material that is of much help and use to 
anyone who is concerned about the 
present state of this world. Conditions 
and happenings in the manse reflect 
similar strains and opportunities in the 
manses of other sacred organisations! 
The debate on abortion has been very 
thought-provoking, and I have noted 
the various standpoints. (I'm not sure 
whether I should comment that my own 
view is against abortion, apart from 
cases where the woman's life is men 
aced and also cases where a virgin has 
been raped. I can't see why she should 
bear a child possessing the genes of the 
scoundrel who assaulted her. But this 
isn't supposed to be a debate; just a word 
of thanks.)

I might add that I am 83, but still 
taking services every Sunday, and week 
day meetings. They generally fetch and 
carry me these days; while I worked for 
more than 20 years as head of the Brit 
ish Methodist Publishing House I took 
public transport to my office, and 
never, in fact, learned to drive. (That 
surely makes me something of a phe 
nomenon in American eyes!)   Frank 
Cumber, Methodist minister, 
Calchester, Essex, England.

  As one who has received your maga 
zine since requesting it in 1986, I am 
writing to say a word of thanks. I really 
appreciate the fact that this excellent 
magazine comes to me free of charge. I 
must say that while there are, at times, 
items with which I might take issue, the 
challenge that I get is very helpful.

When the new issue arrives, I usually 
read it through in a short time and al 
ways find articles that speak to some 
thing that is relevant in my own life or 
ministry. Some ideas that are well 
suited to America are impossible for us, 
yet they give food for thought.   D. H. 
Alien, New Row Presbyterian Church, 
Coleraine, Northern Ireland.
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Shop Talk

Utah seminar
A Ministry Professional Growth Sem 

inar will be held in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, November 2, 1988. MervynG. 
Hardinge, M.D., D.P.H., Ph.D., 
former professor in and chairman of the 
departments of preventive medicine and 
public health at Loma Linda University 
Medical School, will speak on "Are 
Your Defenses Down?", "The Secrets of 
Endurance," and "Preacher Burnout."

Ministry Professional Growth Semi 
nars provide 0.5 hours of continuing 
education credit and are open to clergy 
of all faiths. For further information, 
contact John Eagan, telephone (801) 
484-4331.

A gift for your givers
Looking for a way to say thanks to 

those who donate time or money to you 
or your organization? Give them a 1989 
page-a-day calendar.

Each page contains an inspirational 
quotation on giving, providing an ev 
eryday reminder of your appreciation for 
their gift. You may personalize the cal 
endar with a sticker on the back 
above the calendar pad.

You can obtain a single copy of the 
calendar for US$6.50, plus $1.50 for 
shipping. Quantity orders receive dis 
counts: 2-24 calendars are $6.00 each, 
plus 15 percent for shipping; 25-99 are 
$5.60 each, plus $7.00 per 25 for ship 
ping; 100-499 (in lots of 25) are $4.55 
each, plus $6.00 per 25; and 500 + (in 
lots of 25) are $4-35 each, plus $5.00 per 
25.

All orders include individual mailers 
for distribution. A check payable to 
"Giving Calendar PSI" must accom 
pany your order.

For more information, or to order, 
write Pearly David, Giving 
Calendar-PSI, 6840 Eastern Ave., 
NW., Washington, D.C. 20012; or 
phone (202) 722-6132.

Expanding the church's outreach
The Annual Sacrifice Offering will 

be taken on November 12, the conclud 
ing Sabbath of the Week of Prayer. 
Church members could hardly hope to 
find a more fitting way to express their 
renewed commitment to Christ than by

giving sacrificially so that others may 
also share the spiritual privileges that 
are theirs.

The church's world budget receives 
support through the Sabbath school 
missions and the regular world budget 
offerings. The money the annual sacri 
fice offering brings in gives an extra 
boost to this fund, furthering the ad 
vancement of God's work on the fron 
tiers of faith. Funds intended for this 
offering should be placed in an offering

envelope and designated "Annual Sac 
rifice Offering Extra Gift."

$10 for your ideas
We'll pay you $10 for each publish- 

able Shop Talk item that you submit 
that is not selling a product or service. 
We're looking for practical ideas for 
making ministry easier and more effec 
tive. Send your ideas to Ministry, Attn. 
Shop Talk editor, 6840 Eastern Ave., 
NW., Washington, D.C. 20012.

"The Church Membership Directory"
Church Membership Software Package 

For IBM Compatible Computers

MINISTRY MAGAZINE SPECIAL OFFER
A benefit for Ministry readers

$35.00*
(Retail value $199.00)

Fields:
• Name & Address
  Home & Work Phones 

(denotes unlisted it's)
• Map Coordinates
  Membership Status
  Marital Status
  Family Status
  Gender
  Race
  S.S. Divisions
  Church Offices
  Occupation
  Music Talent
  Birth Date
« Anniversary Date
  Baptism Date
  Transfer Date

Features:
  Fast, easy operation
  Builds Church Directory 

automatically
  Attendance tracking
  Quick List (builds new categories)
  Mail-Merge capabilities
  Full documentation on disk
  Prints: mailing labels, postcards, 

rolodex cards, visitation cards, 
name/computer*, church directory, 
name/phone lists, statistics, date 
lists, complete information, & more

  Lists may be based on any combina 
tion of fields, and sent to your 
printer, viewed on the screen, or 
saved to disk file

  5000 names when using hard disk

Order Deadlines:
U.S. & Canada -1 /31 /89 Overseas - 4/30/89

How To Order:
1. Specify 3 1/2 or 5 1/4 inch disk.
2. Send payment with order on church letterhead.
3. Canadian and overseas orders send certified check or

money order in U.S. funds. 
* 4. Send $35.00 for U.S. and Canadian orders.

Send $40.00 (includes shipping) for overseas orders.
5. Make check or money order payable to:

SOFTWARE FOR MINISTRY
6. Mail to: Ministry Magazine, Software Offer, 

6840 Eastern Ave N.W., Washington, D.C. 20012.
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NEXT YEAR
ERGS

10-DAY ITINERARY
June 5-15, 1989

Visit
• The JERUSALEM of Jesus' day and the places 

that evoke His life, death, and resurrection.
• MEGIDDO, the site of the ancient battle of

Armageddon. 
« JORDAN, where John the Baptist baptized

Jesus.
• MASADA, where the Roman army crushed the 

last Jewish resistance.
• SINAI, where Moses received the Ten Com 

mandments.
• BETHLEHEM, the birthplace of Jesus, and 

HEBRON, the burial place of Abraham.
• QUMRAN, where the Dead Sea scrolls were 

discovered.
• SHECHEM, to climb the mounts of blessing 

and curses.
• NAZARETH and GALILEE~-spend the Sabbath 

there.
• ... and much more!

18-DAY ITINERARY
September 13-30, 1989

Do all of what is included in the 10-day 
itinerary plus—
• Spend a ROSH HASHANAH (Jewish New 

Year) in Jerusalem.
  Walk from BETHANY over the MOUNT OF 

OLIVES to GETHSEMANE.
  Visit the SHRINE OF THE BOOK, the 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY and ROCKEFELLER 
museums.

  See OPHEL,,the City of David, the JEBUSITE 
waterworks, and the POOL OF SILOAM.

  Climb the slopes of MOUNT TABOR, see 
MOUNT HERMON and walk over MOUNT 
CARMEL.

  Visit the monument to the HOLOCAUST arid 
see CHAGALL'S stained-glass windows.

  See all the coastal regions from ASHKELON in 
the south to ACCO in the north.

COST: $595 COST: $895
This itinerary includes 8 hours of class instruction 
and the equivalent of 8 full days of touring. It 
offers 4 units of continuing education credit.

Actually live in the heart of Jerusalem, minutes from the 
Ancient Wall and Gethsemane comfortable accommoda 
tions in the newly refurbished JERUSALEM CENTER Hostel- 
advantages of a small group with participants limited to 30.

Cost includes instruction, housing, meals, excursions (fares 
and entry fees), and transfers. Excludes airfares in and out of 
Israel.

This itinerary includes 18 hours of class instruction 
and the equivalent of 13 days of touring. It offers 7 
units of continuing education credit.

[ ] YES, send me information/application for

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Send to: Biblical Research Institute, General Conference 

6840 Eastern Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 20012 
I or call: (202)722-6790 1


