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LETTERS
Ministers too expensive?

Dr. Van Dolson in his article "The 
Adventist Church in the Eighties" 
(April, 1978) makes a very important 
point when he writes, "When men 
tion is made of the paid clergy pric 
ing itself out of the market, I believe 
it already has, but we just haven't 
recognized this fact yet." Agreed, 
the clergy as a group of ordained 
persons in a religious structure is an 
expensive group. But I noticed the 
author carefully uses the word 
"clergy" rather than "pastors." All 
pastors are clergy, but not all clergy 
are pastors.

It is refreshing to read that some 
one is addressing what has become a 
significant problem in the pastoral 
ministry the great brain drain. Our 
church has so many available posi 
tions for clergy in administrative and 
institutional settings that we are 
pulling our most competent pastors 
out of the parish and putting them 
into other areas. Often these posi 
tions are nonproductive in the sense 
that these. people become resource 
users rather than direct resource 
producers. The parish taken as a 
whole is the most consistently good 
investment the church can make. 
The clergy may be pricing them 
selves out of the market, but the vast 
majority of us in the pastoral min 
istry are responsible for producing 
many more tithe dollars than we are 
paid.

Lawrence G. Downing 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Second law of thermodynamics
William Watts in the June, 1978, 

MINISTRY presents a number of sug 
gestions that deserve intensive con 
sideration by proponents of Biblical 
creationism. The position taken by 
Dr. Watts with respect to second- 
law-of-thermodynamics arguments 
against evolution is correct if the 
designation second law of thermody 
namics is restricted to its historical 
development in relation to heat en 
gines and the transfer of thermal en 
ergy. But the broad philosophical 
generalizations regarding energy 
transfer, probability, information 
exchange, and common sense that

include the earlier statements of the 
second law and that are iidw com 
monly referred to by the designation 
second law of thermodynamics do, 
in my opinion, provide one of the 
strongest arguments against evolu 
tionary models for the origin of life 
and the development of major kinds 
of organisms from simpler ances 
tors.

R. H. Brown, director
Geosciehce Research Institute

Michigan

Progressive leadership
I'm proud of your excellent mag 

azine arid your PREACH program. 
It is gratifying to have progressive 
church leadership willing to invest in 
long-term goals. The results should 
be impressive.

Ralph H. Ruckle, M.D. 
Portland, Tennessee

Most important?
MINISTRY is one of the most im 

portant magazines our chufcH pub 
lishes, and for me, one of the most 
interesting. The PREACH project 
makes MINISTRY quite possibly the 
most important single publication 
our church has.

William E. Garber, chairman
Communication Department

Andrews University
Berrien Springs, Michigan

Un-Biblical traditions
I wish to express my appreciation 

for the excellent article you pub 
lished recently on the difference be 
tween Protestant and Catholic con 
cepts of grace and salvation. Dr. 
Dederen has introduced us to a vital 
subject that every Adventist minis 
ter should thoroughly understand. 
How can we give a clear message to 
the world if we ourselves are cher 
ishing un-Biblical traditions?

Alan Crandall 
Loma Linda, California

Don't have to know everything
The Hewitt Research Foundation 

wants to express gratitude for the 
article "Let the Laity Do Their 
Work!" in the April, 1978, MINISTRY. 
Our recent study on lay church

management, which formed one of 
the bases for the 1976 Annual Coun 
cil actions, supports the author's 
suggestion that our pastors need not 
think that they must know every 
thing when they go into a pastorate, 
and that many things can, with care 
ful planning, be delegated to laymen. 
In fact, generally laymen respect 
thBse pastors who acknowledge 
their limitations.

Raymond S. Moore, president
Hewitt Research Foundation

Michigan

Keep them coming
As president of the Tri-Town 

Ministerial Association, I have op 
portunity to rub shoulders with all 
the clergy in our area. The recent 
issues of MINISTRY have been much 
appreciated by these men. Keep 
them coming.

Randall L. Murphy 
Pastor, Cicero, Indiana

Top-notch and climbing
Keep up the good work with the 

MINISTRY. It's top-notch and climb 
ing. A magazine any of us can be 
proud of!

Jerry Gladson
Southern Missionary College 

Collegedale, Tennessee

Vital truths
Thanks for your especially good 

article in the April, 1978, MINISTRY 
on the nature of Christ. The article 
by Ellen White on the primacy of 
justification was very much appre 
ciated also. We pray that you will 
continue to share these vital truths 
with us in the field. How much we 
need this emphasis in the church that 
is charged with preaching the ever 
lasting gospel!

Richard Dickinson, pastor
Cincinnati SDA Church

Ohio

Deeply impressed
I was deeply impressed by your 

item on the nature of Christ in the 
MINISTRY of April, 1978. The last 
paragraph was outstanding. You are 
doing a good work.

Edwin R. Thiele 
Porterville, California
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YOU CAN HAVE 
A GROWING

CHURCH!
by Bruce Johnston

Not methods, but strategy,
can help you achieve

the evangelistic results
that you (and God) 

want for your church.



No, you don't have to be a genius. 
Neither do you have to abandon ev 
erything you currently are doing and 
adopt a revolutionary new method, 
so relax. What I am talking about 
can be done with methods already 
available. In fact, if methods alone 
would finish God's work on earth, 
we could go home tomorrow. We 
have plenty of methods, so let's just 
forget about them for now and con 
centrate on the really great opportu 
nities for spiritual growth.

It all starts with writing history in 
advance. Let me explain. We are 
talking about doubling our results. 
So we have to begin with results, not 
methods. Don't start by thinking 
about what program to push this 
year. Start by thinking about results. 
Think about what you want to ac 
complish. Use some creative imagi 
nation, and visualize results as if 
they were accomplished events. See 
your dreams as if they had already 
happened the happy people who 
have found Christ, the fellowship 
that members are enjoying together 
in the church, the building bursting 
at the seams to accommodate a rap 
idly increasing membership, a sec 
ond service each Sabbath, the new 
Sabbath school wing, and the new 
satellite churches planted in growing 
areas of the city or region. This is 
what I mean by writing history in 
advance.

It is going to take a lot of people to 
make the dream come true. They are 
going to have to catch the vision 
from you. But if you are thoroughly 
infected with it yourself and are re 
ally excited about it, you can spread 
the contagion.

The starting point, then, is the vi 
sion of what you can accomplish 
under God for the advancement of 
His kingdom and the joy of His 
people. Some might call this process 
setting goals. The terms don't matter 
all that much; the main thing is to 
decide what you want to accomplish 
and by what time. (You may want to 
work on a five-year plan for long- 
range goal setting, and two years for 
short-range plans.) Aim high. Let 
God enlarge your vision. Dream

dreams that will make you stretch to 
accomplish them. But be realistic, 
too!

As soon as you and the people 
around you begin to visualize what 
you want to do, you will find your 
self planning the things that must be 
done in order for the dream to come 
true. Some call this process ordering 
the priorities, and it is very impor 
tant. A lot of serious, hard thinking 
is necessary at this point to single 
out the priorities that will make hap 
pen what you want to happen. Some 
things that haven't been done before 
will have to be done, and some

"If you are 
thoroughly infected 
with your dream, 
and really excited 
about it, you can 
spread the 
contagion."

things that are now being done will 
have to be abandoned. Of course, 
everything abandoned will be some 
body's priority, so this does take 
courage!

You can see now that starting with 
methods might short-circuit the 
whole process by overlooking nec 
essary preparation. Until the vision 
is clear and priorities established, 
methods are premature. Obviously 
sooner or later the whole thing boils 
down to work, and then you must 
roll up your sleeves and go to work 
using those methods that will make 
your dream come true. But first you 
must know where you are going.

What we are talking about is strat 
egy. Vision alone is not enough. 
Methods alone will fail us. But strat 
egy puts legs on ideas and connects 
the vision with the methods to make 
the dream come true. Strategy in 
cludes right thinking, right planning, 
and doing the right things.

Can strategy planning really make

a difference? Can it double your 
soul-winning effectiveness in only a 
few years?

Through strategic planning, the 
pastors and laymen of the Sarawak 
Mission baptized more new church 
members in the first six months of 
1975 than they had baptized in all of 
1974, and by year's end had added 
1,031 new members more than 
three times the number gained in the 
previous year! Across the entire Far 
Eastern Division annual baptisms 
increased from an average plateau of 
16,000 to nearly 30,000 in four years.

What can we learn from this? 
What were the factors behind this 
growth?

When I say that church growth is a 
result of the work of God, I'm not 
just tipping my hat to Him out of a 
sense of editorial humility. God 
wants growth, yearningly longs for 
growth, waits (is it irreverent to say 
impatiently?) for growth, and will 
give growth when human instru 
mentalities willingly cooperate. His 
power alone can bring spiritual 
growth.

But although the work and the 
power belong to God, let us not de 
ceive ourselves. It takes human sac 
rifice as well to make churches grow. 
It takes hard work and lots of it. One 
must count the cost and be willing to 
pay the price.

One could wish for miracles to 
avoid the effort and sacrifice, but the 
trouble with miracles is not that they 
are nonexistent, but that we have 
not learned to manage them. I sus 
pect that God did not intend for us to 
depend on miracles as a general plan 
of operation. The real miracle is the 
Holy Spirit and the gifts that He 
imparts to make the church's work 
for God effective. It is this miracle 
that makes it possible to obey the 
Lord's commission to make disci 
ples of the nations.

A basic philosophy of evangelism
The worker for God must have a 

clear understanding that he or she is 
under orders from the King of kings 
to make disciples of the nations. 
Evangelism is not everything it is
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the only thing. Every other task 
derives its life from its relationship 
to winning souls. The successful 
soul winner exhibits an optimism for 
growth. He knows that growth is 
possible, he wants to grow, and he 
works to grow. Growth is the sure 
result of such an attitude.

As part of your basic philosophy 
of evangelism, concentrate on the 
responsive homogeneous units in 
your territory. In the Sarawak Mis 
sion two basic groups in the towns 
were especially responsive tribal 
people in the process of urbanization 
and Chinese youth. Among the rural 
populations the Land Dyak and Iban 
tribes were most receptive. As a re 
sult of concentrating on these re 
ceptive segments of the population, 
69 percent of those baptized were 
Iban, 24 percent Land Dyak, and 6 
percent Chinese.

Society is made up of homoge 
neous segments that share a sense of 
belonging and that are usually bound 
together by common interests, cul 
ture, and language. Try to define 
such units in your territory and con 
centrate on those that are most re 
ceptive, trying to win entire seg 
ments such as whole family units, 
neighborhoods, or classes of people.

Also make it a primary focus of 
your evangelism strategy to seek 
conversion growth. Every church 
will almost automatically experience 
some biological growth as children 
of church members become baptis 
mal age, as well as a certain amount 
of transfer growth from members 
moving in from other churches. This 
growth is desirable and important, 
but the church that does not make 
conversion growth its prime objec 
tive is doomed to stagnation.

A management-by-objectives ap 
proach to administration

Management by objectives is sim 
ply another way of saying, Plan to 
accomplish what you want to get 
done. The science of effective plan 
ning includes six fundamental steps.

1. Formulate a clear statement of 
purpose. Until your church asks and 
clearly answers the question "What 
is our business?" it cannot know

what direction it should go or what it 
should do. Of course the overall 
business of the church is Jesus' 
commission to make disciples of the 
nations (see Matt. 28:19, 20). How 
ever, formulate your own concept of 
your fundamental purpose.

2. Set challenging objectives. Ob 
jectives give you direction and des 
tination. You cannot know whether 
you have succeeded in a particular 
task unless clear objectives are set at 
the beginning. The power of imagi 
native, clearly defined, and inspiring 
goals will evoke extraordinary per 
formance from people.

3. List priorities. After you have 
decided what you want to accom 
plish, you must come to grips with 
the things that must be done in order

"Evangelism is not 
everything; it is the 
only thing. Every 
other task derives 
its life from soul 
winning.'99

to reach your objectives. This re 
quires taking a hard look at your 
activities. What are you presently 
doing? Why? What few things that 
you can do well will really help reach 
your objectives? List them. What 
activities are you doing now that will 
hinder you from reaching your ob 
jectives? Take a razor to them. This 
takes courage as well as wisdom!

4. Allocate resources according to 
priorities. Strategy and priorities are 
only a fiction unless the necessary 
money and people are allocated to 
them. The budget must be commit 
ted to the strategy if church growth 
is to occur. Failing to allocate high- 
quality resources is one of the 
greatest obstacles to achieving ex 
traordinary results.

5. Concentrate efforts on the few 
things that bring results. Concentra 
tion is the key. In order to reach the 
objectives that really count, the en 

ergies and resources of your church 
must be concentrated on opportuni 
ties for growth and advance, rather 
than on problems or on maintaining 
programs that do not produce the 
desired results.

6. Review and evaluate. Periodi 
cally take a serious look at things to 
see whether you are on target. Your 
activities must be evaluated against 
your objectives. To do so requires 
facts and honesty. Only constant 
vigilance will keep high-quality re 
sources from drifting into low-pro 
ductive activities. Modification or 
adjustment may be necessary be 
cause of changing circumstances, 
but keep your eye on the goal and do 
not allow yourself to be derailed by 
every "mosquito wing" that falls on 
the tracks.

A candid appeal
Our churches are not growing and 

multiplying as they ought. Our de 
nominational growth rate is far 
below what it could be. We are 
spending much time, thought, and 
money on things that do not really 
matter, even though they may be 
church-sponsored activities. We are 
maintaining at great expense many 
things that are of marginal value at 
best. We lack a clear-cut statement 
of purpose. We do not have a de 
nomination-wide strategy for growth 
and advance. There is no master 
plan for multiplying congregations. 
Our priorities are not clearly de 
fined. It is a rare church indeed, an 
exceptional church that has a well- 
thought-out plan for growth. This 
ought not to be. It does not need to 
be.

Many are waiting for revival to 
come so that souls will be won 
spontaneously. Some shrug off re 
sponsibility for hard thinking and 
planning by saying, "God will finish 
His work." True, but He will do so 
through the church. Millions of peo 
ple are still waiting only to be gath 
ered in. You can double your evan 
gelistic results and have a growing 
church!________________It

Bruce Johnston is director of Church 
Growth for the North Pacific Union 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.



THE 
PREACHER
AND HIS 

PREACHING
The quality of preaching depends invariably on the quality of the

preacher's experience with his Lord.

On June 5, 1886, Ellen White wrote 
a letter from Basel, Switzerland; to a 
leading evangelist counseling him in 
better methods of conducting his 
work and of preaching. Because the 
instruction given then is still of value 
to preachers today, portions of that 
letter have been reprinted here.

My dear Brother A:
In order to make a success in this 

work you must do one thing at a 
time, concentrate your powers upon 
that one work. Your judgment in this 
direction is at fault. When you begin 
to give a series of discourses, make 
these discourses the main business. 
Do not begin to write letters and 
articles for the papers; for you di 
vide your strength in doing this. 
Elder B and Elder C were corrected 
in this matter. The Lord showed me 
that the important work of present 
ing the truth was being marred in 
their hands; not one-half the 
strength was brought into their 
work, because of their devoting so 
much time to letter writing. The 
visiting is the important part of the
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by Ellen G. White

labor; but the time of these brethren 
was occupied in almost constant 
writing which wearied them, occu 
pied their time and did not help the 
present work but hindered it. The 
people were robbed of the clear, 
convincing exposition of scripture, 
and the devotional part of the work 
was neglected.

Their manner of presenting the 
truth was far from being perfect. 
They rambled too much in their dis 
courses bringing in too large an 
amount of matter. They were well 
satisfied with their work themselves, 
they did not discern their mistakes, 
and see that their work was far from 
being what it might and should have 
been with their capabilities. Now the 
reason: out of the desk they em 
ployed much of their time in writing 
excusing themselves from visiting 
because they were so busy and so 
tired. As the result they were brain 
weary when they came into the 
desk; they were not prepared to do a 
work that God could set His seal 
upon. They made nothing clear. Yet 
if they worked themselves up to a

high pitch of excitement they 
thought their discourses were pow 
erful.

They touched here and there 
bringing a large mass of matter 
which they regarded as convincing 
and overwhelming evidence, but in 
fact they buried the truth under a 
mass of matter poured out upon the 
hearers so that the points never 
could be found. Everything they 
presented was muddled. So many 
subjects were brought into one dis 
course that no point stood proved 
and clear in the minds of those un 
acquainted with the truth. That 
which was perfectly clear to them 
they thought must be clear to others 
when they had presented a mass of 
matter which the mind could not 
handle. One subject, a few points 
made plain and clear, would be of 
more value to the hearer than this 
mass of matter which you may call 
evidence, and think your point sub 
stantiated. But it is this which the 
people do not comprehend, and it 
cannot benefit them.

Your mistake has been this: Just



as soon as you enter upon an effort, 
you begin to do much writing. Now 
if your part of the work is to write, if 
God has said to you as He did to 
John, Write these things, then give 
yourself to that, and do not attempt 
more. If you are to give discourses, 
your mind is not vigorous enough, 
although intensely active, to sustain 
the strain of speaking and visiting 
and writing. You should let your 
mind rest in a great degree when you 
engage in an effort to present new 
and startling truths to the people, the 
reception of which involves a cross. 
You need to carefully select your 
subject, make your discourses short, 
and important points of doctrine 
very plain. Take up one point at a 
time in a discourse, make it strong 
and clear and plain, with reasons 
drawn from the Word of God that all 
may understand. Your discourses 
should be short. When you preach at 
great length the mind of the hearer 
cannot grasp one quarter of what 
you say. . . .

Now you are to engage in an im 
portant work and let the Lord come 
into your counsels. Preach short, 
govern your voice, put all the pathos 
and melody into it you can, and this 
terrible exhaustion that is liable to 
come through long protracted 
preaching will be avoided. Re 
member that the whole counsel of 
God is not to be brought out in one 
discourse. Let the people have the 
heavenly food in such measure that 
they can retain it and carry it away 
with them and digest it; so that their 
minds can comprehend the truth, 
and their souls be impressed with it. 
It should be uttered in the most 
pleasant manner that they may want 
to hear again. The gospel seed is to 
be sown and take root and bear fruit. 
The truth is precious, of more value 
than gold; therefore its delivery 
should be carefully considered that 
the message may be presented in 
such a manner that it will be to the 
hearer as the voice of God.

Much of the effect of discourses is 
lost because of the manner in which 
they are delivered. The speaker fre 
quently forgets that he is God's 
messenger, and that Christ and

angels are in his audience as lis 
teners. His voice should not be 
raised to a high key, shouting out the 
truth as through a trumpet; for this is 
more nervous power than the calm 
spirit and power of the Holy Ghost. 
Jesus, the greatest teacher the world 
ever knew was calm, earnest, and 
impressive in His discourses. He is 
our example in all things.

It is of little consequence how 
much we either hear or read from 
the Word of God, or how much we 
write upon the truth, unless we make 
the message our own, bring it into 
our life practice. We ourselves are to 
be sanctified through the truth. The 
message of salvation, the tidings we 
proclaim, concern our individual life 
and character and practice. We are 
to read the Word as written ex-

"The speaker 
frequently forgets 
that Christ and 
angels are in his 
audience as 
listeners."

pressly for us, and practice the 
teachings of Christ for our own in 
dividual salvation. Then we shall be 
strong in the strength of the Mighty 
One.

The people need to be educated. 
This cannot be done if all the 
preacher's powers are given to ser 
monizing or to brain work and writ 
ing; for this unfits for the real work 
at the right time, and it has to be 
neglected for want of strength. The 
vitality, both physical and mental, 
has been expended needlessly, and 
the work has not been done with 
efficiency to present every man per 
fect in Christ Jesus. The mere hear 
ing of sermons Sabbath after Sab 
bath or the reading of the Bible 
through and through, or the expla 
nation of it verse by verse will not 
benefit us or those who hear us un 
less we bring these precious truths 
into our own individual experience.

In short, my brother, you must take 
time to be a Christian, not tax brain 
and nerve to such an extent that you 
cannot be Christlike under difficul 
ties. It is only by living a life in 
harmony with that of the Saviour 
that we meet the requirement of God 
to be not only hearers but doers of 
the Word.

The counsels are of God, and His 
Word was not given in a few days, 
on a high-pressure plan. It took a 
long space of time to bring out the 
Bible history. Under the inspiration 
of the Spirit of God, a chapter was 
written, a psalm was composed, a 
proverb penned, a vision from God 
recorded, and so down through the 
ages the will and purposes of God 
were brought out. About fifteen 
hundred years were occupied from 
the time Moses began to write the 
book of Genesis down to the com 
pletion of the Revelation by the Be 
loved John. God would not have us 
so excitable, in such a hurry; and yet 
there are some who need to be 
taught diligence.

God help the teachers of His 
Word that they may give due atten 
tion to their discourses. I know that 
you do not do this. I know that you 
write too many letters that tire the 
mind and have an exciting influence 
upon the nervous system. You need 
less of the ways and impulses of A 
and more, far more, of the oil of 
grace which will make the ma 
chinery run without so great heat 
and friction.

Quality and Length of Sermons
There are sermons that are so 

filled with heavenly dew and fatness 
that the people never get weary of 
listening. But where this is the most 
lacking there is an endeavor to make 
up in length for want of the Spirit of 
God. But when the people are im 
pressed that the message they hear 
has first been brought home to the 
soul of the speaker, that he has 
proved the preciousness of the truth, 
that his heart enlarged by the love of 
God is reaching out for others, that 
they may be blessed as he has been, 
that they may be partakers of the 
same consolation arid receive the



same joy then souls will be stirred. 
They will come into sympathy with 
the speaker.

"I do not like to go much beyond 
the half hour," said a faithful and 
earnest preacher, who certainly 
never gave to his hearers that which 
cost him nothing in the preparation. 
"I know that the spiritual digestion 
of some is but weak, and I should be 
sorry for my hearers to spend the 
second half hour in forgetting what I 
had said in the first, or in wishing 
that I would cease when I had given 
them as much as they could carry 
away."

The discourses given upon present 
truth are full of important matter and 
if these discourses are carefully 
considered before being presented 
to the people, if they are condensed, 
and do not cover too much ground, 
if the spirit of the Master goes with 
the utterances, no one will be left in 
darkness, no one will have cause to 
complain of being unfed. The prep 
aration both in preacher and hearer, 
has very much to do with the result.

I will here quote a few words that 
have come under my notice just 
now: "I always know by the length 
of Cannon's sermon whether he has 
been much from home during the 
week," said one of his flock. "When 
carefully studied, his discourses are 
of a moderate length, but it is almost 
impossible for his hearers to forget 
the teachings conveyed in them. 
When he has had no time for prepa 
ration, his sermons are unreasonably 
long, and it is equally impossible to 
get anything out of them which will 
stick to the memory."

Another able minister was asked 
how long he was accustomed to 
preach. "When I prepare thor 
oughly, half an hour. When only 
partially, an hour. But when I enter 
the pulpit without previous prepara 
tion, I go on for any length of time 
you like; in fact I never know when 
to stop."

Here is another forcible state 
ment: "A good shepherd," says a 
writer, "should have always abun 
dance of bread in his scrip, and his 
dog under command. The dog is his 
zeal, which he must lead, order, and
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moderate. His scrip full of bread is 
his mind full of useful knowledge 
and he should ever be in readiness to 
give nourishment to his flock."

We have important, solemn truth 
to give to the people. Thank God, 
my dear brother, that you can act as 
a co-laborer with Christ; but do not, 
I beg you, groan under a yoke that 
Christ has never placed upon your 
neck. Do not bend under a burden 
which He has not made it your duty 
to lift. That which has greatly les 
sened the effect of your discourses 
in an important effort is that with 
that effort you keep up almost in 
cessant writing, so that the vital ele 
ments and the condensed arguments 
are not matters of thoughtful con 
sideration with you. You keep on 
hand no reserve force. You preach

"To preach the truth 
for these last times 
to perishing souls is 
a solemn, sacred 
work."

too many discourses, and too long, 
on a high key. When you cannot 
speak without being obliged to 
cough quite frequently do not try to 
speak; for you so enlist the sym 
pathies of the hearers that they take 
no true sense of what you are say 
ing. These points are worthy of con 
sideration. You imperil your own 
health, and make it painful, exceed 
ingly painful, for the hearers, so that 
anything you may present to them 
will not have much effect on their 
hearts or principles. . . .

The Sacred Work of Preaching 
the Truth

Show that you believe in God. 
Self-will indulged will drive to infi 
delity. Self subdued will lead to the 
submission of thought, word, and 
action to Christ. The Word of God, 
not impulses, not impressions must 
be your guide. A solemn, sacred 
work is this, to preach the truth for

these last times to perishing souls. 
Take the things God has revealed in 
warnings, reproofs, corrections, en 
couragements. But if we have eyes 
that see not, ears that hear not, and 
hearts that feel not, then it is in vain 
that the declaration from God has 
ever come to us.

God has come very nigh to us; He 
has honored us by making us the 
depositaries of His truth, and this 
places us under the most sacred ob 
ligations to be keepers and diffusers 
of the light that must illuminate 
those who are in darkness. Has God 
made a mistake in us? Are we His 
chosen vessels? Are we the agents 
whom He has selected to carry out 
and send forth the last message of 
mercy to the world? Oh if we only 
had Jesus in our works, if His Spirit 
controlled our actions, if it was the 
rule and law of our life what a power 
for good we should be in the world.

We must remember that others 
have pleaded and preached for 
souls; persons more learned and 
talented than we have pleaded in 
vain. But the humble devoted 
worker feeling his own weakness 
and depending only upon God will 
realize the strength and sufficiency 
of the Mighty Helper.

We must pray more, have more 
fajth. We only partially believe 
God's Word. We shall reveal all the 
faith we have. We want to take in 
the greatness of the work, believing 
every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. We must show 
our faith by our works.

Let not one of you seek for the 
supremacy. Let each regard his 
brother laborer as a worker for God. 
Let all plans be opened before the 
council, and not one labor to be the 
greatest. Alas, we are blind to our 
own deficiencies. We are not easily 
impressed with our weakness and 
the necessity of seeing as far as 
possible our errrors, not to discour 
age our efforts, but to bring us to 
reform and thorough reformation. 
The minister must stand perfect in 
Christ, wanting in nothing if he 
would present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus, coming behind in no 
grace. II



DANIEL AND 
THE FINAL

DELIVERANCE
Strands of interlacing parallels

span the centuries
between this Old Testament prophet

and the ultimate release of God's people.

by Marian G. Berry

The book of Daniel, although 
written more than 500 years before 
Christ's birth, contains specific par 
allels and references to the final de 
liverance of God's people at the 
Saviour's second coming. Incidents 
from the first to the last chapter re 
peatedly focus on confrontation 
over the worship of the true God, 
threat of extinction or a death de 
cree, providential deliverance, and 
final triumph for the people of God. 
Thus the book of Daniel has a pe 
culiar application to the last genera 
tion those who will be involved in 
the climactic confrontation of the 
ages, face a death decree, and re 
joice in that final deliverance at the 
voice of God and the second coming 
of Jesus.

Biblical interpretation needs to 
proceed by a careful observance of 
hermeneutic principles applied in an 
orderly fashion. Probably nowhere 
is this rule more valid than in dealing 
with apocalyptic material such as 
Daniel. Uriah Smith in his verse-by- 
verse exposition of the book used a 
literal approach in which he identi 
fied the historical settings of Daniel
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and made historical applications 
from the prophecies.

After such a base is established, 
the preacher, with homiletic free 
dom, may draw parallels, make 
comparisons, and note general prin 
ciples and consistencies in God's 
dealings with man, thereby making 
the texts significant to the contem 
porary generation, and specifically 
relating the prophecies to the final 
conflict and deliverance of the peo 
ple of God.

Without a basic literal-historical 
exposition, analogy is unreliable. On 
the other hand, the mere linkage of 
history to prophecy is barren, unless 
made spiritually pertinent to the 
contemporary generation. The 
prophecies of Daniel take on mean 
ing for us today when the literal-his 
torical approach merges with anal 
ogy in reference to the final crisis 
and deliverance.

Seven specific accounts of deliv 
erance occur in Daniel's book, be 
ginning with the personal experi 
ences of Daniel and his friends, and 
expanding to embrace the Jewish 
nation, the Gentile Christian church,

and at last the grand theme of 
worldwide deliverance from sin and 
the grave. These seven deliverances 
are: (1) Daniel's deliverance from 
Nebuchadnezzar's death decree for 
the wise men (chap. 2:18-46); (2) the 
three Hebrews' deliverance from the 
fiery furnace (chap. 3:24-30); (3) 
Daniel's deliverance from the lions' 
den (chap. 6:22, 27); (4) deliverance 
of the Jews from Babylonian captiv 
ity (chap. 9:25); (5) deliverance of 
the Gentile Christian church from 
the "little horn" power (chap. 7:26, 
27); (6) deliverance of God's people 
from sin (chap. 9:24); (7) deliverance 
from the grave (chap. 12:1-3).

Likewise, seven chronological 
lines in the book of Daniel culminate 
either in the deliverance of God's 
people or in the establishment of the 
kingdom of everlasting righteous 
ness. When placed in context, these 
prophetic lines all reveal a common 
focus the deliverance of God's 
people from persecution, oppres 
sion, and sin. The seven are:

1. The metallic image and the es 
tablishment of the "stone" kingdom 
(chap. 2). Through the ages, various



governments have persecuted and 
martyred God's saints, but the great 
stone shall break in pieces and con 
sume all these persecuting powers.

2. The four beasts and the "little 
horn" persecution ending in judg 
ment (chap. 7). The prophecy pic 
tures the little horn making war with 
the saints, but concludes with the 
assurance that "the judgment shall 
sit, and they shall take away his do 
minion, to consume and to destroy it 
unto the end" (verse 26).

3. The ram and the goat, the 
fierce king, and the cleansing of the 
sanctuary (chap. 8). A heavenly in 
habitant questions, "How long shall 
be the . . . desolation?"(verse 13). 
The answer returns that the perse 
cuting power will be "broken with 
out hand" following a 2,300-year 
period (verses 14, 25).

4. The detailed computation of 
the 2,300 years until the "consum 
mation" (chap. 9). The angelic tutor 
gives the general and specific objec 
tives of the investigative judg 
ment "to finish the transgression, 
to make an end of sins, ... to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness" 
(verse 24). In regard to final perse 
cution and deliverance, the angel 
concludes by saying, "For the over 
spreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the con 
summation" (verse 27).

5. The succession of kings con 
tinuing to the reign of the King of 
kings (chaps. 11 and 12). The reiter 
ation of the rise and fall of kings and 
the struggle of nations builds to a 
climax when the "king of the north" 
goes forth "with great fury to de 
stroy" (chap. 11:40, 44). However, 
the drama comes to a thrilling con 
clusion with the magnificent deliver 
ance of the living righteous and the 
resurrection of the sleeping saints.

6. The 1,290 days of "the abomi 
nation that maketh desolate" (chap. 
12:11). This time period, given in 
reference to a persecuting power, 
must be viewed in connection with 
Revelation 13:16; 14:9, 16-18.

7. The 1,335 days until the pro 
nouncement of blessing. "Blessed is 
he that waiteth, and cometh to the

thousand three hundred and five and 
thirty days" (Dan. 12:12). Ellen 
White writes: "The voice of God is 
heard from heaven . . . delivering the 
everlasting covenant to His people. 
. . . And when the blessing is pro 
nounced on those who have honored 
God by keeping His Sabbath holy, 
there is a mighty shout of vic 
tory." The Great Controversy, p. 
640.

In addition to prophetic lines 
dealing with deliverance for God's 
people, many parallels significant to 
the last generation may be found 
throughout Daniel's book.

Chapter 1 points out the striking 
contrast between the faces of those 
in Daniel's band who followed the 
counsel of God and the faces of 
those who ate the food of Babylon.

"The book of Daniel 
is an exhaustless 
mine of truth filled 
with applications 
for our day.'99

This experience may be seen as a 
parallel to the contrast between the 
faces of the wicked, which "gather 
blackness" (Nahum 2:10), and the 
glorified, shining faces of God's tri 
umphant people.

"Jesus rides forth as a mighty 
conqueror. . . . Before His presence 
'all faces are turned into paleness;' 
upon the rejecters of God's mercy 
falls the terror of eternal despair. 
'. . . and the faces of them all gather 
blackness.' Jeremiah 30:6; Nahum 
2:10. The righteous cry with trem 
bling: 'Who shall be able to stand?' 
. . . Then the voice of Jesus is heard, 
saying: 'My grace is sufficient for 
you.' The faces of the righteous are 
lighted up, and joy fills every 
heart." Ibid., p. 641.

When the king Nebuchadnezzar 
acknowledged the supernatural rev 
elation of his dream and the manner 
in which the God of heaven had de 
livered Daniel from the death decree 
pronounced upon the wise men he

"fell on his face, and worshipped 
Daniel" (Dan. 2:46). In parallel, 
during the final conflict, the wicked 
will see the deliverance of God's 
people, and they, as had Nebuchad 
nezzar, will fall down and worship at 
the saints' feet.

"Then it was that the synagogue 
of Satan knew that God had loved us 
who could wash one another's feet 
and salute the brethren with a holy 
kiss, and they worshiped at our 
feet." Early Writings, p. 15.

Nebuchadnezzar's gathering of 
"the princes, the governors, and 
captains, the judges, the treasurers, 
the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all 
the rulers of [Babylon]" (chap. 3:3) 
finds a parallel in the gathering of 
"the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world" (Rev. 16:14) to the 
final confrontation.

Other parallels between events in 
Daniel and the experience of God's 
people at the end of time include: (1) 
the death decree on the plain of Dura 
(Dan. 3) and the final death decree 
(Rev. 13:15); (2) the interpretation of 
the words mene, tekel, and upharsin 
of Daniel 5:25-28 ("God hath num 
bered thy kingdom. . . . Thou art 
weighed . . . and . . . found wanting. 
. . . Thy kingdom is divided") and 
the three angels' messages of Reve 
lation 14:6-12 ("Judgment is come. 
. . . Babylon is fallen." God's wrath 
is come); (3) Darius' diversion of the 
Euphrates River to accomplish the 
fall of Babylon (Dan. 5:30, 31; Isa. 
44:27-45:1) and the drying up of the 
Euphrates to prepare the way for the 
kings of the east (Rev. 16:12, 19). 
Many other such parallels may be 
found.

The book of Daniel remains a 
precious message from God thou 
sands of years after it was written, 
giving courage to those who face the 
final confrontation between good 
and evil. The student of Daniel's 
prophecies will find its pages an ex 
haustless mine of truth filled with 
timely applications and parallels to 
his own day. El

Marian G. Berry is educational supervi 
sor for the Ohio Conference of Seventh- 
day Adventists.
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WHY NOT MAKE
PASTORAL PRAYERS

PASTORAL?
What part of the worship-hour 

service is the most important? Prob 
ably most Seventh-day Adventist 
pastors would agree that the sermon 
is most important. Surely, however, 
the pastoral prayer must rank sec 
ond only to the sermon.

As a pastor you spend time all 
week preparing your sermon so that 
it will feed your flock, but how much 
time do you spend preparing for the 
pastoral prayer? Do you, the pastor, 
even offer the pastoral prayer? In 
many Adventist churches, if not 
most, the pastor takes the invocation 
and assigns the pastoral prayer to 
the elder. And yet, if it is indeed a 
pastoral prayer, why shouldn't the 
pastor do the praying? What a 
blessing and encouragement it could 
be to the flock to see and hear their 
pastor in earnest prayer to God for 
them!

Contrary to custom, the practice 
of the minister's offering the invo 
cation and a layman the pastoral 
prayer has not always been so, nor is 
it a sacred Adventist tradition. I 
suspect it began as an attempt to 
introduce more solemnity and dig 
nity into the service as with a dig 
nified flourish the pastor set the tone 
for worship with the invocation. Yet 
when ministers began to appropriate 
the invocation to themselves and as 
signed laymen to offer the pastoral 
prayer, it seems to me, they re 
versed roles and put more emphasis 
on the importance of the invocation 
than on praying for the people.

In my ministry I have found real 
benefit in assigning the invocation to 
an elder and offering the pastoral 
prayer myself. As a consequence, 
thoughtful worshipers have told me 
that they were helped as much by

by Francis F. Bush
the prayer as they were by the ser 
mon, and sometimes more.

When well planned, the pastoral 
prayer can be the most effective part 
of the public worship service for 
many in your congregation. But this 
will never be as long as we view the 
pastoral prayer as a mere formality 
that is done simply because it must 
be done. Through careful prepara 
tion and thought the pastoral prayer 
can have a freshness and vitality, an 
earnestness and relevancy that will 
form a new link between hearts in 
your congregation and their God.

The only way to avoid having this 
important prayer degenerate into a 
mere ritual is to give unusual thought 
to the preparation we make for it. 
This prayer ought to be altogether 
different from either the invocation 
or the benediction. The invocation 
simply invokes, or invites, the pres 
ence of God in the service. And yet 
many pastoral prayers are only 
elongated invocations following ex 
actly the pattern and content of the 
previous invocation. In fact, some 
times the one offering the pastoral 
prayer seems to assume that the 
worship service has not yet even 
started! Others, while praying, seem 
to anticipate all the blessings of the 
forthcoming sermon, when really it 
is the blessings of the present mo 
ment of prayer that one should focus 
on.

Public prayer may appropriately 
include many phases of worship, but 
I would like to draw your attention 
to five praise, confession, re 
quests, intercession, and thanksgiv 
ing. For brevity, plan only two or 
three sentences for each of these 
five sections. The Lord's Prayer 
deals with six distinct phases, but

each one is summed up in a fairly 
short phrase. It is possible to make 
each prayer entirely different by fo 
cusing on specifics rather than trying 
to cover everything in generalities. 
You may even want to select ahead 
of time the specific thing you wish to 
pray about in each of the five sec 
tions. Such a course would certainly 
disarm some of those who complain 
of the worship service as routine and 
dull if each time they attended 
church the pastoral prayer sounded 
different from any they had heard 
before. This can legitimately be 
done, and can only be done legiti 
mately, by focusing the prayer on 
specifics rather than generalities. 
Avoid cliches and continually heard 
phrases, and pray for something 
current and typical of the concerns 
and needs of your congregation. 
Let's consider each of the five sug 
gested elements in the pastoral 
prayer, in turn.

Praise
When we read what the Bible says 

about the way the angels worship 
God, and see the way that He is 
honored in the book of the Psalms, 
we must surely be impressed with 
the importance of praise. We keep 
our prayers on a very low level when 
all we do is ask for things. The more 
we know about God and the better 
we know and love Him, the more we 
shall be inclined to praise Him. Note 
I said praise Him. I did not say thank 
Him. The line separating praise and 
thanksgiving may be a thin one that 
allows some overlapping, but there 
is a line. We thank God for what He 
has done, but we praise Him for 
what He is. And really, our worship 
of God is based on who and what He
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is, not on what He has done.
What is praiseworthy about God? 

The Bible says He is merciful and 
gracious; He is full of kindness; His 
character is love; His love is past 
finding out; He is the source of joy, 
our source of life itself; to know 
Him is to know life eternal; in His 
presence is fullness of joy. Reading 
the Psalms for only a little while 
should inspire you to find words with 
which to praise God. If you will 
break the habit of beginning your 
public prayer with thanksgiving and 
change to beginning your public 
prayer with praise you will find 
yourself thinking through your 
prayer as you never have before. 
And the people who worship with 
you will find themselves praying 
with you as they never have before. 
This feature alone will be a fresh 
approach to many people.

Confession
After praising God we may turn to 

an acknowledgment concerning 
ourselves. How can we ask anything 
of God until we first of all confess to 
Him? Confession may be of two 
kinds. First we confess that we are 
sinners. We may confess specific 
faults and sins of ourselves and of 
our congregation. Second, we 
should confess Christ as our Sav 
iour. It is pleasing to God for us to 
confess that we are His children. 
With what words can we confess 
that He is our Shepherd and we are 
His sheep? With careful thought you 
can do this in a few sentences, with 
out mere meaningless words and 
repetition.

Requests
Having praised Him and con 

fessed before Him, we may now ask 
God to supply our needs. We should 
not make a long list of things, but 
rather ask Him for the thing that is 
most important for today. It might 
be quite different from the thing we 
prayed for the previous Sabbath, but 
it should be something that is im 
portant to us every day of our lives. 
This request could be something 
suggested by the sermon topic of the 
morning or some widely felt need on

the part of the congregation on that 
particular day. It could be a request 
for a blessing upon our children, a 
keener sense of duty, a greater will 
ingness to respond to the call of the 
world around us, the needs of 
others, to solve a problem, to meet 
the needs of the coming week. But 
whatever our request, it should be 
specific and timely.

This part of the prayer is distinct 
from intercession. Our requests of 
God ought to be for some blessing 
for the people right there in the con 
gregation. Each church has its par 
ticular needs, and it is proper to pray 
for ourselves and our needs. Re 
member, though, you can't cover 
everything!

Intercession
While our prayers should include 

our own needs we should go beyond 
these immediate concerns to pray 
for others. To intercede is to pray 
for someone else, and so in this part 
of the prayer we look outward to the 
needs of the world, the community 
around us, or anyone for whom we 
may have a burden. We may inter 
cede for the sick, for those who have 
lost their way, for the leaders of the 
nations of the world, or for the 
leaders of our own church. We may 
intercede in behalf of innumerable 
concerns, but don't forget to be 
specific and selective.

Thanksgiving
How appropriate to close such a 

prayer by thanking God for specific 
blessings we have received. If you 
want to thank God for the "beautiful 
Sabbath day," do it now rather than 
at the beginning! Having asked for 
so much, it is good now to thank 
Him for what we have received. And 
there are millions of things to thank 
Him for our school, our homes, 
our children, our teachers, our pros 
perity, our freedom, the healing of 
someone who has been sick, the 
restoration of those who have wan 
dered away, the great reports of the 
progress of the gospel in other lands, 
the evidences of His mercy in spite 
of our mistakes and weaknesses  
the list is bounded only by our

limited imagination! There is so 
much to thank Him for! We may 
especially thank Him for Jesus, and 
for the gospel story of salvation. In 
your thanksgiving focus on tangible 
items that are familiar to your con 
gregation.

These suggestions are intended 
only as a guideline, not as a source 
of embarrassment. No one should 
feel that his prayers are being ana 
lyzed and judged. We must remain 
spontaneous and free and pray from 
the heart, remembering that any 
prayer that truly comes from the 
heart will be acceptable to God. But 
should we not put forth effort to 
pray effectively and intelligently?

Must such an organized prayer be 
written out? Some people feel the 
need of doing this in order to pray a 
presentable prayer in public. We 
should not criticize this, but neither 
should we see it as really necessary. 
What is necessary is to think your 
prayer through ahead of time and 
pray about it in advance. People 
often recognize when a prayer is 
being read, and some are almost 
certain to feel that the written prayer 
is a mere formality.

My own plan is to outline my pas 
toral prayer on a three-by-five index 
card, making brief notes to remind 
myself of the items I want to men 
tion. I mentally identify each of the 
five sections with a finger. My hands 
may be clasped together behind my 
back or in front of me, and as I move 
from one part of the prayer to an 
other, I press one finger against my 
other hand and my fingering reminds 
me of where I am.

Ministers who enjoy a close rela 
tionship with God in private prayer 
and find it a source of power and 
peace in their daily lives, will be an 
important link between their people 
and God during the time of prayer in 
the worship service. When prayer is 
entered into as worship something 
happens, unconscious to the pastor 
and indescribable to the people, that 
brings power and blessing. II

Francis F. Bush is Ministerial secretary 
of the Southern New England Confer 
ence of Seventh-day Adventists.
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ASK THE EDITOR
Why don't the editors of "Ministry" have more to say on the

current discussions regarding the nature of Christ 
and righteousness by faith? Where do you stand on these issues?

My second installment of the an 
swer to the above question (see 
MINISTRY, June, 1978) concluded 
with an appeal to keep in balance the 
great themes of salvation, and to 
stop pitting one phase of salvation 
against another. Admittedly, the 
church has not emphasized as it 
should have the great truth of jus 
tification. However, it would be dis 
astrous should we now emphasize 
justification to the near exclusion of 
sanctification.

A recent camp-meeting tour has 
made even more evident to me the 
need for balance. Confusion reigns 
in the minds of some. Church lead 
ers are often misquoted, and ex 
treme positions taken. It seems that 
some hear what they want to hear, 
having ears equipped with special 
hearing aids, sensitive only to cer 
tain words and phrases. For this 
reason we ministers should be ex 
tremely careful to weed immoderate 
and exaggerated assertions from all 
our presentations. Let me urge you 
to read or reread our June editorial, 
especially the section relating Ellen 
White's council to A. T. Jones. This 
sound advice is desperately needed 
by all of us!

I believe the definition of justifi 
cation given in the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist Bible Dictionary, published 
eighteen years ago in 1960, is unsur 
passed. It states clearly and con 
cisely: "As used theologically, the 
divine act by which God declares a 
penitent sinner righteous, or regards 
him as righteous. Justification is the 
opposite of condemnation (Rom. 
5:16). Neither term specifies charac 
ter, but only standing before God. 
Justification is not a transformation

of inherent character; it does not 
impart righteousness any more than 
condemnation imparts sinfulness. A 
man comes under condemnation be 
cause of his transgressions, but, as a 
sinner, he can experience justifica 
tion only through an act of God. 
Condemnation is earned, or de 
served, but justification cannot be 
earned it is a 'free [unmerited] gift' 
(verse 16). In justifying the sinner 
God acquits him, declares him to be 
righteous, regards him as righteous, 
and proceeds to treat him as a right 
eous man. . . . Charges of wrongdo 
ing are canceled, and the sinner, 
now justified, is brought into a right 
relationship with God that Paul de 
scribes as being at 'peace with God' 
(Rom. 5:1). The state of righteous 
ness to which a sinner attains 
through justification is imputed 
(chap. 4:22), that is, counted (verse 
3), or reckoned (verse 4). When God 
imputes righteousness to a repentant 
sinner He figuratively places the 
atonement provided by Christ and 
the righteousness of Christ to his 
credit on the books of heaven, and 
the sinner stands before God as if he 
had never sinned." Pages 616, 617.

I confess it is difficult for me to 
believe that I, a repentant sinner, am 
justified through no merit of my 
own that is God's action entirely, 
totally apart from my actions.

Through Ezekiel God describes 
the condition of His people in more 
powerful speech than I could ever 
command. The language is shocking, 
but mightily true! The Lord first lays 
as a foundation the utterly lost spir 
itual condition of His people from 
their very birth. He says, " 'Make 
known to Jerusalem her abomina 

tions, and say, Thus says the Lord 
God to Jerusalem: Your origin and 
your birth are of the land of the 
Canaanites; your father was an 
Amorite, and your mother a Hit- 
tite' " (Eze. 16:2, 3, R.S.V.).

This cutting language is followed 
by the illustration of a newborn baby 
girl that, in harmony with frequent 
heathen practice, has been cast out 
into the field to die of exposure. No 
one shows mercy or pity on this 
helpless infant until the Lord passes 
by. Then something wonderful hap 
pens! "And when I passed by thee, 
and saw thee polluted in thine own 
blood, I said unto thee, when thou 
wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said 
unto thee . . . Live" (verse 6). What 
an amazing picture of God's love in 
granting life to one helplessly facing 
inevitable death! The continued 
reading of this story reveals state 
ments such as " T . . . covered your 
nakedness ... I plighted my troth to 
you. ... I bathed . . . washed . . . 
anointed you. ... I clothed . . . shod 
. . . swathed . . . and covered you. 
. . . And I decked you with orna 
ments' " (verses 8-11, R.S.V.). 
These phrases pierce the mind in 
rapid succession with the thought 
that God takes the initiative. It is 
God who is acting and doing!

No creature on earth is more 
helpless than a newborn baby. Could 
a baby dare claim even an infinitesi 
mal amount of credit for its spared 
life? The New Testament counter 
part of this illustration is found in 
the words of Paul: "But God shows 
his love for us in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, 
therefore, we are now justified by 
his blood, much more shall we be
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saved by him from the wrath of 
God" (Rom. 5:8, 9, R.S.V.).

God not only takes the initiative in 
justifying man, but, note carefully, 
what He does is a free gift. Justifi 
cation is totally of grace and cannot 
be secured by any works that we can 
do. In fact, we are just as helpless to 
perform any meritorious works as 
Ezekiel's cast-out baby was helpless 
to maintain life.

Justification as a totally free gift to 
undeserving sinners is a vital point 
that we find so easy to talk about but 
so difficult to grasp, believe, and ac 
cept. Unfortunately, we often de 
scribe and explain this magnificent 
truth in the same manner as a math 
teacher might explain an algebraic 
equation. Oh, preacher, pray for the 
Holy Spirit to be poured out as you 
lift up Christ God's Lamb who 
"was wounded for our transgres 
sions, . . . bruised for our iniqui 
ties," and who healed us "with his 
stripes" (Isa. 53:5).

We "esteem Him not" when we 
get into verbal skirmishes over this 
subject. We "esteem Him not" 
when we draw up battle lines and 
begin to castigate those who see not 
every point as we see it. Surely all of 
us agree that we poor sinners can 
take no credit for what Christ has 
done for us in His act of justifica 
tion. Surely all of us as shepherds of 
the flock agree that we have not set 
this truth before our sheep in the 
appealing language and with the em 
phasis that we should have used.

Ellen White, in 1890, wrote words 
that we need to heed in 1978: "The 
point which has been urged upon my 
mind for years is the imputed right 
eousness of Christ. I have wondered 
that this matter was not made the 
subject of discourses in our 
churches throughout the land, when 
the matter has been kept so con 
stantly urged upon me, and I have 
made it the subject of nearly every 
discourse and talk that I have given 
to the people. . . . There is not a 
point that needs to be dwelt upon 
more earnestly, repeated more fre 
quently, or established more firmly 
in the minds of all, than the impos 
sibility of fallen man meriting any 

thing by his own best good works. 
Salvation is through faith in Jesus 
Christ alone." Manuscript 36, 
1890.

The second point I must empha 
size is that we need the continual 
covering of justification. Well do I 
remember a very spiritual discussion 
on this point some years ago with my 
former associate, E. E. Cleveland. 
Seeds were sown in my mind by him 
at that time that have finally led me 
to my present understanding. Earl 
made the statement that justification 
is a covering umbrella over a per 
son's entire life. For some years I 
thought that justification came into 
action at conversion to care for past 
sins and then reappeared periodi 
cally to forgive those sins committed 
after a person had accepted Christ. 
Justification in my mind seemed to 
be Christ's eraser, which, at the 
moment one accepted Him, He used 
to erase the mistakes of the past. 
Then He lifted it and held it in re 
serve until another mistake was 
made that required Him to use the 
eraser again.

A closer study of the Word re 
vealed that Christ's righteousness is 
compared to a robe, not an eraser! 
This robe must cover me constantly. 
This is by no means to say that my 
confessed sins are merely hidden 
under the robe, and not erased. It is 
to say, rather, that my sinful nature 
dare not be uncovered or exposed 
for a single second. I am in constant 
need of His justifying righteousness.

Justification is not designed 
merely to cover us intermittently, 
when needed, as we sin, as the 
eraser is used only when mistakes 
are made. To think of it in this way is 
to live the Christian life in spurts 
between sins and to destroy much of 
the beauty of justification as a gar 
ment that clothes us with Christ's 
righteousness. In the Saviour's par 
able of the marriage feast, the man 
without the wedding garment was 
cast out. (See Matt. 22:10, 14.) This 
is the same garment referred to in 
Revelation 3:18, where Christ urges 
Laodiceans "to buy of me . . . white 
raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy

nakedness do not appear."
Note carefully, the robe is to be 

worn continually, else we will be in 
the shameful state of nakedness. 
This robe must become a part of our 
daily apparel. We don't take it off 
even when we sleep! There is an 
intimacy about the illustration of the 
robe. It cannot be held at arm's 
length and be effective. It cannot be 
carried around in a bag. It is not to 
be hung in a closet, to be used only 
when needed. It is a garment that is 
to be ever worn, not because of fear 
or for diplomatic reasons, but be 
cause it is a precious gift that one 
cherishes and prizes even above life 
itself. The infinite cost that made 
this robe available is what makes it 
so precious and desirable.

The actions of the One who made 
the robe may be considered to be 
objective and remote, but when one 
accepts this robe as a gift held out to 
us by nail-scarred hands, it becomes 
a deep, overwhelming experience! 
One may legally define justification 
as a forensic action on the part of 
Christ (and this certainly is true), but 
the moment the heart and mind, 
under the Holy Spirit's influence, 
understands what the robe is, who 
provided it, and how He provided it, 
justification becomes a prized per 
sonal possession. It is no longer a 
theological idea, but a dynamic force 
in the life. Some may wish to call 
this development a new-birth expe 
rience and the beginning of sanctifi- 
cation. I have no quarrel with these 
ideas. But I am convinced that in the 
normal process of conversion a per 
son can no more experientially seg 
regate and define each step in the 
development of salvation than a 
young man or woman who falls in 
love can precisely explain the vari 
ous steps that eventually lead to the 
marriage altar.

When it comes to diagraming the 
truths of salvation, may I offer some 
advice? There is danger in diagrams. 
If you use one, make sure you pref 
ace your explanation with a warning 
that no diagram can fully illustrate 
the point or points under considera 
tion.

Furthermore, it is possible for
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diagrams to teach both truth and 
error at the same time! For instance, 
a favorite diagram, used for years to 
illustrate imputed and imparted 
righteousness, had a diagonal line 
drawn from the bottom left-hand 
corner that gradually and erratically 
rose to the top right-hand corner. 
The intersection of this diagonal line 
with a horizontal bottom line repre 
sented the point of acceptance of 
Christ. A similar intersection of the 
diagonal with another line at the top 
represented perfection. Everything 
above the diagonal line symbolized 
justification, and all below this line 
symbolized sanctification. I cer 
tainly agree that the diagonal line 
correctly illustrated the advance 
ment of the Christian life in sanctifi 
cation. But I can no longer agree 
with the idea that less justification is 
needed as a person advances in the 
sanctified life. This is not to say that 
a person, as he advances in sanctifi 

cation, continues sinning the same 
as he did in the beginning of his 
experience with the Lord. There 
must be advancement in overcoming 
sin, but there will never be a time 
while life shall last that we do not 
need the merits of justification.

Finally, in all of our preaching and 
teaching of the glorious truth of jus 
tification, let us never present it 
alone, amputated from the living 
gospel. Use the most winsome ap 
proaches possible to show that 
nothing reaches so fully the heart of 
the sinner with a desire for holiness 
as does a realization of the pardon 
ing love of Jesus Christ. When a man 
fully understands what God has 
done for him, truly repents of his 
sins, and intelligently accepts par 
don through the merits of Christ 
alone, he will then walk in the path 
way of sanctification. Justification 
and sanctification are inseparable in 
the Christian experience. We may

correctly define them theologically 
as distinct steps, but never preach 
justification in such a way as to 
downgrade sanctification.

Some time ago I heard of a min 
ister who placed an extreme empha 
sis on justification as the absolute 
and only factor in one's acceptance 
with God. The practical result of his 
preaching was the idea that works 
had nothing to do with one's salva 
tion. He shocked his congregation 
with the assertion that since he was a 
Christian, saved solely by the doing 
and dying of Jesus Christ, he would 
still inherit the kingdom even if in a 
moment of weakness he slipped into 
the sin of adultery and happened to 
die during the adulterous act! A 
strange illustration indeed, coming 
from the lips of a minister!

Did David, with his double sin of 
murder and adultery, ever intimate 
that during his flagrant departure 
from obedience he had the assur-

16



ance of God's acceptance? Quite the 
contrary. "When I declared not my 
sin, my body wasted away through 
my groaning all day long. For day 
and night thy hand was heavy upon 
me; my strength was dried up as by 
the heat of summer" (Ps. 32:3, 4, 
R.S.V.).

These words, written by David, 
certainly do not ring with the assur 
ance of salvation. In his great peni 
tential psalm David pleads with the 
Lord, "Cast me not away from thy 
presence, and take not thy holy 
Spirit from me. Restore to me the 
joy of thy salvation" (Ps. 51:11, 12, 
R.S.V.). This prayer did not escape 
the lips of one who had solid assur 
ance of acceptance while commit 
ting sin in a moment of weakness!

Were King David to enter one of 
our pulpits today and face the ques 
tions "David, did you feel that you 
were still accepted of God during the 
time you weakened and committed 
adultery with Bathsheba, then tried 
to cover up by ordering the murder 
of Uriah, her husband? And had you 
died during this incident, do you be 
lieve you would have been saved?" 
can we imagine him answering 
"Yes"?

The Bible phrase that David was a 
man after God's own heart referred 
to his early years when the Lord, 
through Samuel, selected him as 
king in the place of Saul; it does not 
give blanket approval to David's 
total life (see 1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 
13:22). Furthermore, the record 
states that what David did "dis 
pleased the Lord" (2 Sam. 11:27). 
The prophet Nathan, in leading 
David into a full confession of his 
awful crimes, pointedly told the king 
that he had "despised the com 
mandment of the Lord" and in fact 
had despised God Himself (chap. 
12:9, 10). The record is clear that the 
relationship between God and David 
was severed; David was a lost man 
until he confessed and repented of 
his sin.

Ellen White relates that when the 
prophet's finger of accusation was 
pointed at him, "David trembled, 
lest, guilty and unforgiven, he 
should be cut down by the swift

judgment of God." Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 722. In fact, "David's 
transgression . . . changed his rela 
tion to God. The Lord could not in 
any wise sanction iniquity. He could 
not exercise His power to protect 
David from the results of his sin as 
He had protected him from the en 
mity of Saul. There was a great 
change in David himself. He was 
broken in spirit by the consciousness 
of his sin and its far-reaching results. 
He felt humbled in the eyes of his 
subjects." Ibid., p. 723. When the 
convicting power of the Spirit came 
upon David, "he saw himself in an 
other light, as the Lord saw him, and 
as long as he lived he repented of his 
sin." The SDA Bible Commentary, 
Ellen G. White Comments, on 2 
Sam. 12:1-14, p. 1023.

I wonder how many of us have 
had the same experience in repent 
ing of our sins. Certainly we know 
that God has forgiven us, yet we 
constantly remember our true posi 
tion before the Lord and with the 
publican cry out, "God be merciful 
to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13).

The marvelous thing about 
David's experience is that through 
confession and repentance his rela 
tionship with God was restored. This 
can be the experience of every sin 
ner! What a comforting thought! "In 
the promises of God to repentant 
sinners he [David] saw the evidence 
of his pardon and acceptance. . . . 
Though David had fallen, the Lord 
lifted him up. He was now more 
fully in harmony with God and in 
sympathy with his fellow men than 
before he fell. . . . Whoever under 
the reproof of God will humble the 
soul with confession and repent 
ance, as did David, may be sure that 
there is hope for him. Whoever will 
in faith accept God's promises, will 
find pardon. The Lord will never 
cast away one truly repentant 
soul." Patriarchs and Prophets, 
pp. 725, 726.

Isn't this our message for the lost 
today? Unless the sinner sees the 
enormity of sin, he will never cry out 
for mercy. And the enormity of sin 
is seen only in the light of what it 
cost Heaven to redeem us. No one

who looks upon the cross of Christ 
can ever downgrade sanctification or 
talk lightly of obedience to God's 
commandments. If we, as ministers, 
attempt to give the assurance of sal 
vation to a person who has no guilt 
or sense of the awfulness of his sins, 
we will only lead him to continue 
through life unvictorious over sin, 
and worse yet, to become hardened 
in sin until his attitude toward God 
and his fellow man will be one of 
haughtiness and intolerance. He will 
presume on God's love, laugh at His 
law, ridicule church standards, con 
demn those who mention obedience, 
all the while he ecstatically marches 
down the broad way to hell, declar 
ing, "I have the assurance of salva 
tion!" What could be more pitiful?

Again I appeal for balance in our 
preaching. Lift Jesus Christ higher 
than ever before. Show the people 
what God has done, using illustra 
tions and language that will cause 
people to humble themselves before 
God.

"We cannot save ourselves. We 
cannot regenerate ourselves. In the 
heavenly courts there will be no 
song sung, To me that loved myself, 
and washed myself, redeemed my 
self, unto me be glory and honor, 
blessing and praise. But this is the 
keynote of the song that is sung by 
many here in the world. They do not 
know what it means to be meek and 
lowly in heart; and they do not mean 
to know this, if they can avoid it. 
The whole gospel is comprised in 
learning of Christ, His meekness and 
lowliness." Testimonies to Minis 
ters, p. 456.

The point we must understand and 
impart to a lost world is that salva 
tion is of the Lord. Nothing in us or 
about us recommends us to God. 
Our state of corruption cries out for 
mercy every moment of our lives. 
Hopeless, helpless man doesn't have 
within himself even the seed of sal 
vation. We can choose, surrender, 
and commit, but even these actions 
of themselves will not save us. All 
glory, all honor go to Him who 
' 'while we were yet sinners . . . died 
for us" (Rom. 5:8). J. R. S. 

(To be continued.)
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ALTAR CALLS 
THAT ALTER

Whoever heard of making an altar 
call each Sabbath in the eleven 
o'clock worship service? Suppose 
no one comes forward? Isn't that 
embarrassing? Isn't it easier to 
preach a sermon and not ask for a 
response? How will the congrega 
tion like being faced with the same 
routine of an altar call each week? 
Since most of the congregation is 
rtiade up of regular and visiting 
church members, will anyone re 
spond? Will the Sabbath morning 
altar calls alter anything?

I have found that altar calls alter 
my purpose in preaching. My ser 
mons are entirely different since I 
began this method. I am no longer 
preaching merely to inform, but to 
persuade the non-Christian listener 
to accept Christ, and to join the 
church when he is fully instructed, 
and also to encourage members to 
rededicate their lives to Christian 
service. I am preaching for a verdict. 
Of course, it is less strenuous to 
preach a sermon and sit down with 
out making a specific appeal, but this 
is not God's plan. The following 
quotation has haunted me for years:

"There are souls in every congre 
gation who are hesitating, almost 
persuaded to be wholly for God. The 
decision is being made for time and 
for eternity; but it is too often the 
case that the minister has not the 
spirit and power of the message of 
truth in his own heart, hence no 
direct appeals are made to those 
souls that are trembling in the bal 
ance. . . . They decide to wait for a 
more favorable opportunity but it 
never comes." Testimonies, vol. 4, 
p. 447.

Altar calls alter me and my rela 
tionship with Jesus Christ. I have 
become more earnest, excited, and 
enthusiastic. I find myself praying

by L. Calvin Osborn

that certain persons in the congrega 
tion will make a decision to accept 
Christ. I watch the congregation for 
possible "prospects." I feel a sense 
of urgency as I proclaim the gospel. 
It gives me a spirit of holy boldness. 
At a previous church I used to make 
an altar call only when I had some 
one primed "to lead the way" be 
cause I felt self-conscious if no one 
responded. Now I forget self and 
personal success and trust the Holy 
Spirit to bring the results. It is not 
embarrassing to me if no one conies 
forward, because it is not my re 
sponsibility to convert, but only to 
proclaim the good news. It is thrill 
ing to know that Christ and I are 
working together for the salvation of 
sinners and saints. It causes me 
humbly to depend upon Him for 
what will happen in the worship 
service.

Altar calls alter not only me and 
my preaching but the attitude of the 
congregation, as well. The members 
of the church feel a sense of mis 
sion. They can bring their non- 
Christian friends to church and 
know they will be given an opportu 
nity to decide for the Lord. The calls 
encourage the spirit of prayer. Re 
cently several members mentioned 
that they have begun to pray for 
souls to respond as the altar call is 
being given. I find that the congre 
gation is not bored, but inspired and 
elated as the door is opened for men 
and women to decide for Christ. 
Since the call takes only an extra 
minute and is not prolonged, the 
congregation is very responsive. The 
altar call reminds the members of 
their own responses to the invitation 
of Christ and thus revives the spirit 
of evangelism. I now have a more 
enthusiastic congregation.

Altar calls alter the church mem 

bership. In a twelve-month period 
thirty-two accepted Christ at the 
Arlington Seventh-day Adventist 
church and were baptized and re 
ceived into fellowship. Many of 
these represent families that have 
other members, who in turn become 
possibilities for the kingdom of 
Christ.

Altar calls give me a new conclu 
sion to my Sabbath morning service. 
Following the sermon I make an ap 
peal for those who wish to accept 
Christ or join the church when they 
are ready. I announce the closing 
hymn and then urge all who wish to 
come forward to do so as the hymn 
is sung. There are no appeals made 
between the stanzas, no urging. I 
then step down to shake hands with 
those who have responded. After 
the hymn is sung and the benediction 
pronounced I signal those who came 
forward to follow me to the pastor's 
study. My associates care for the 
greeting at the door. In the study I 
give each one who has come forward 
a decision card, which he or she fills 
out and hands to me. We join hands 
in a prayer circle, and I pray for their 
specific requests. I congratulate 
each on his stand for Christ and 
make arrangements for a visit in the 
home for further study and prepara 
tion for baptism.

I must say I deeply regret my old 
face-saving approach of formal ser 
monizing without making altar calls. 
I would never go back to my former 
method of preaching now that I have 
had the gratifying experience of 
seeing souls won through altar calls 
that alter. II

L. Calvin Osborn, Ph.D., is pastor of the 
Arlington Seventh-day Adventist church 
in Riverside, California.
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SCIENCE AND RELIGION
Rearranging life's building blocks. Scientists can now reshape 
the genes of living organisms, raising serious moral questions.

by George T. Javor

The 1970's are witnessing a scien 
tific breakthrough of potential sig 
nificance, comparable to the splitting 
of the atom in the 1940's and the 
landing of human beings on the 
moon in the 60's. This new knowl 
edge, known as recombinant DNA 
research, enables man to combine 
the genes of unrelated species and 
introduce these hybrid genes into a 
live organism, where they become 
active.

Before examining the religious 
implications of this development, we 
will describe the continuing gene re 
combination experiments and the 
lively debate they have touched off 
among both scientists and nonscien- 
tists.

A characteristic property of living 
matter is its potential ability to re 
produce itself. The information re 
quired for faithful reproduction re 
sides in the chromosomes of the 
cells the building blocks of living 
matter. This genetic information is 
divided into units called genes. Each 
gene contains a particular piece of 
specially coded genetic information 
regarding the structure either of a 
protein molecule or of a small ri- 
bonucleic acid molecule or of some 
control function in the biosynthesis 
of both nucleic acids and proteins.

Genes control all of the physical 
attributes of an organism by con 
trolling protein molecules the mol 
ecules that perform most of the 
work within the cell, and constitute a 
large portion of its structure. During 
growth, the genes inside each cell 
double in number so that following 
cell division both resulting cells re 
ceive the identical number of genes. 
This holds true for all forms of living 
matter from the simplest to the most 
complex.

In the early 1940's O. Avery, of 
Rockefeller University, discovered 
that the chemical identity of genes 
was deoxyribonucleic acid, com 
monly abbreviated as DNA. De 

tailed structural analysis of this sub 
stance revealed that DNA ordinarily 
occurs as a double molecule two 
very long molecules intertwined 
around each other in a "winding 
staircase" pattern. The genetic in 
formation carried by DNA is deter 
mined by the particular sequence in 
which the building blocks of DNA, 
the nucleotides, occur. The two 
strands making up DNA are not 
identical in their chemical make-up, 
but they contain identical genetic in 
formation, somewhat like the posi 
tive and negative plates of a photo 
graph.

As chromosomes double inside 
the cell prior to cell division the two 
strands of the DNA molecule sepa 
rate and the original positive strand 
acquires a new negative strand. 
Likewise, the original negative half 
of DNA is joined with a newly made 
positive strand. In this fashion each 
new cell inherits the exact number of 
genes of the original, and the spe 
cies' characteristics are perpetuated.

In nature it happens occasionally 
that extra pieces of foreign genetic 
material find their way into cells. 
However, cells are not defenseless 
against this intrusion. Each cell has a 
detachment of internal-security 
agents, known to scientists as re 
striction enzymes. (Enzymes are 
special protein molecules that pro 
mote specific chemical conversions.) 
The restriction enzymes carefully 
probe the structures of any newly 
arrived genetic material. If it turns 
out to be of foreign origin, the re 
striction enzymes rapidly degrade 
and inactivate it. The universal and 
ubiquitous presence of restriction 
enzymes is one of the main barriers 
between inter-species reproduction.

In the early 1970's molecular biol 
ogists discovered that restriction en 
zymes did not degrade foreign DNA 
molecules randomly, but broke the 
strands at very specific sites. In fact, 
these enzymes break one strand only 
at a particular nucleotide sequence 
that they are programmed to recog 

nize; the second strand is cleaved at 
a different site not far removed. This 
attack on the foreign DNA converts 
the original, long, double-stranded 
DNA to several shorter pieces with 
identical frayed ends. These ends 
can fit each other in the manner of a 
jigsaw puzzle.

If these short pieces of DNA mol 
ecules are placed in a test tube and 
treated by appropriate chemical 
means, splicing of these units 
occurs. This crucial discovery gave 
rise to the field of recombinant DNA 
research. Scientists were quick to 
realize that if one takes two separate 
types of DNA, each treated with the 
same kind of restriction enzyme, 
and applies the splicing technique, 
the end products are hybrid DNA 
molecules.

Most DNA recombination re 
search to the present has involved 
Escherichia coll. This harmless mi 
croorganism, originally isolated 
from the human colon, is one of the 
most studied and best understood 
organisms. Scientists have learned 
that hybrid DNA is not degraded 
when introduced into special 
variants of E. coli which have de 
fective restriction enzymes. Genes 
of foreign origin thus introduced can 
express themselves in the host cell.

As scientists began working with 
this system they realized that highly 
dangerous varieties of E. coli and 
other microorganisms might be pro 
duced by such techniques. For ex 
ample, if the gene that carries the 
codes for the neurotoxin of botulism 
in the organism Clostridium botu- 
linum were to be spliced into E. coli 
we would have a truly deadly organ 
ism, since less than a millionth of a 
gram of botulinum will kill a person.

Consequently a number of con 
cerned scientists published a plea in 
the Proceedings of National Acad 
emy of Sciences to halt these kinds 
of experiments. Later a conference 
composed of 140 scientists from 16 
countries convened in Asilomar, 
California, for the purpose of dis-
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SCIENCE AND RELIGION-CONTINUED

cussing guidelines in this type of 
work. Not everyone agreed on the 
magnitude of the danger involved, 
but there was no doubt in anyone's 
mind that definite risks were in 
volved. The conference agreed to 
formulate guidelines for recombi- 
nant DNA research by which the 
potential risks would be matched by 
appropriate containment measures. 
Unfortunately, the magnitude of 
danger involved is totally unknown, 
and this is the point around which 
vigorous debates have sprung up 
both among scientists and informed 
nonscientists.

The majority of scientists feel that 
the risks are minimal if proper con 
tainment techniques are followed, 
whereas the potential benefits are 
incalculable. These individuals see 
this technique as the first step 
toward being able to replace faulty 
genes in individuals with inborn 
errors of metabolism, such as those 
suffering from sickle cell anemia, 
phenylketonuria, hemolytic anemia, 
et cetera.

In agriculture, the incorporation 
of nitrogen-fixing genes into plants 
would do away with the need for 
nitrate-containing fertilizers. Re- 
combinant DNA techniques could 
even contribute to the solution of the 
energy crisis by the construction of 
easily grown microorganisms that 
could convert water to hydrogen 
gas, using sunlight as the energy 
source.

But one cannot ignore the minor 
ity opinion concerning recombinant 
DNA research. It raises the specter 
of accidental or deliberate construc 
tion of organisms with unknown or 
unpredictable behavior, especially in 
large scale use of these organisms 
for industrial or medicinal purposes. 
The time when we are in complete 
control over any microorganism is 
certainly not here, as demonstrated 
by the outbreak of the so-called Le 
gionnaire's disease in Philadelphia, 
now fairly conclusively shown to 
have been caused by hitherto un 
known microorganisms.

The most extensive current guide 
lines for this type of research have 
been formulated by the National In 

stitutes of Health. All research 
funded by the U.S. Government 
must abide by these guidelines, as of 
July, 1976. These guidelines spell 
out various levels of physical and 
biological containment, including 
rigorous systems of hoods, airlocks, 
and other facilities, as well as limit 
ing the types of strains of E. co/ithat 
can be used as recipients of hybrid 
DNA. Strains permitted for such use 
would be those unable to survive 
outside the sheltered laboratory.

Since not all research in this 
country falls under the sponsorship 
of the National Institutes of Health, 
the United States Congress is cur 
rently considering legislation to 
make it a Federal offense to perform 
experiments involving recombinant 
DNA without adequate safety meas 
ures.

Christians living amidst this con 
troversial development will naturally 
ask themselves, What is the meaning 
of all this? Does tampering with 
genes amount to rebellion against 
God's plan for nature?

In the Bible, following the Cre 
ation account we find that the Lord 
commanded man: "Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion 
. . . over every living thing that mov- 
eth upon the earth" (Gen 1:28). 
Thus the Creator gave mankind a 
mandate to explore this world, and 
to use his discoveries for the benefit 
of mankind. Scientists have found 
ways to hybridize plants, obtaining 
new varieties of fruits, vegetables, 
flowers, et cetera. Man also has been 
successful in producing very useful 
strains of horses, sheep, cattle, 
dogs, et cetera, through controlled 
breeding. All these activities involve 
genetic engineering of sorts. If car 
ried to their ultimate potential, re 
combinant DNA techniques would 
enable man to accomplish such ac 
tivities more efficiently and to a 
greater extent.

It might be argued that new life 
forms that might emerge as a result 
of the application of this method, 
would not be offensive to the Cre 
ator so long as they did not bring 
suffering to any existing life form,

nor result in the degradation of hu 
manity. Thus, engaging in recom 
binant DNA research itself does not 
appear to be rebellion against God.

Nevertheless, like many other 
discoveries, recombinant DNA 
work can be used for evil purposes. 
This was, in fact, the basis of the 
alarm sounded by the scientists pio 
neering in this field. The great rebel, 
Satan, used genetic engineering, 
perhaps of the recombinant DNA 
variety, when he went about pro 
ducing noxious and poisonous plants 
early in this earth's history (SDA 
Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1086). 
In the antediluvian world, genetic 
manipulation led to the appearance 
of degraded forms of species, and to 
confusion among the created kinds. 
This sin was the greatest among 
those that led to that world's de 
struction (Ellen G. White, Spiritual 
Gifts, vol. 3, pp. 64, 75).

The current mood among scien 
tists is one of opposition to exces 
sive Federal intervention and regu 
lation. They down-play the potential 
dangers of recombinant DNA re 
search, citing recent data on this 
subject that would indicate that 
much of the previously expressed 
fears have no factual base (editorial 
by P. Abelson, "Recombinant 
DNA," Science 197, Aug. 19, 1977). 
But the Christian perspective should 
call for continued or even increased 
vigilance and caution along these 
lines of research. It should applaud 
the NIH guidelines already imple 
mented and should encourage their 
continuance.

Many Christians are amazed at the 
extent to which the Creator has al 
lowed sinful man to pry into the 
secrets of creation. Among the pos 
sible reasons for God's forbearance 
on this point is the hope that man 
kind, after considering the almost 
unfathomable intricacies he is cur 
rently discovering in nature, will 
come to the obvious conclusion that 
a loving and wise Creator does in 
deed exist. II

George T. Javor, Ph.D., is professor of 
chemistry at Andrews University, Ber- 
rien Springs, Michigan.
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Ancient temples and altars. Despite standard features, places of 
worship unearthed in the near East show widespread individuality.
by Larry G. Herr

For as long as man has existed he 
has reached out toward divinity, 
leaving widespread evidence of his 
religious concerns in the numerous 
temples and altars reclaimed by ar- 
cheological excavations.

The relatively large number of 
such structures discovered is due 
mainly to two phenomena: 1. Ar- 
cheologists tend to excavate the 
most prominent areas on their site, 
which are often the places where 
public buildings such as palaces and 
temples were built. 2. Since much of 
what is excavated represents a cul 
ture radically different from our 
own, the function of many objects 
and structures cannot be identified 
with certainty. The temptation in 
such cases is to ascribe unknown 
functions to the most enigmatic of 
man's activities his religion. Thus 
"cultic" remains turn up quite fre 
quently, although through subse 
quent study many turn out to be 
quite secular.

By the time of the early Israelites, 
temples had developed into special 
buildings or precincts set apart from 
the secular activity of the town. 
Earlier scholars tried to define as 
many similarities as possible be 
tween temples of different cultures, 
especially in their general features, 
but so many differing forms have 
come to light that settling on a typi 
cal temple plan is becoming recog 
nized as impossible. Each nation 
worshiped its own particular gods 
and expressed that worship through 
temples that reflected the nation's 
religious personality, much as mod 
ern church buildings comment on 
their owners' modes of worship.

In seeking to find parallels for 
Solomon's Temple, an activity re 
searchers have been attempting 
since the science of archeology 
began, similar buildings have been 
suggested as candidates now and 
then, but the general consensus is

The temple at Arad. Note the incense altars and 
masseboton the raised platform (a Most Holy 
Place?).

that there is no temple yet unearthed 
having a real identity in plan with 
that of Solomon's Temple.

The temple with the most similar 
ity to Solomon's Temple of any yet 
found is in the northern part of 
modern Syria, at a site called Tell 
Tainat. This structure dates from the 
ninth or eighth century B.C., a cen 
tury or so later than Solomon's time. 
Because it is only the chapel to a 
large palace nearby, it lacks the 
storerooms that Solomon's Temple 
had, nor has a courtyard with an 
altar of burnt offering been found. 
We are thus left only with the basic 
building itself. Two pillars, like the 
Biblical Jachin and Boaz, originally 
stood on a porch in front of a central 
room (approximately twice as long 
as it was wide) corresponding to the 
Biblical Holy Place. Beyond this 
room is a "Most Holy Place" with a 
platform for the divinity similar to

the function of the Biblical ark of the 
covenant. This "Most Holy Place," 
however, is rectangular and not 
square, as was Solomon's.

As we shall see, many ancient Se 
mitic temples had corresponding 
features in their temple plans, in 
cluding the two pillars in a porch and 
two rooms making up the main por 
tion of the temple, but these were 
usually arranged in slightly differing 
plans. Therefore the similarity of the 
Tainat temple with that of Solomon 
is probably more coincidental than 
meaningful.

In order to trace the development 
of this rather standard temple plan 
we should look first at temples from 
the period just prior to the conquest 
of Palestine by the Israelites during 
the Late Bronze Age. Probably the 
most striking temple recently un 
earthed is that found in the lower 
city of Hazor. It is complete with a 
porch containing the two columns, a 
middle room, and an inner room, the 
"Most Holy Place," with a niche for 
the deity. Other temples, such as 
those at Beth Shan, combine the 
porch and the "Holy Place," placing 
the two columns into that first room. 
A "Most Holy Place" with a plat 
form for the divinity completes the 
building. Another temple, probably 
less formal than these at Beth Shan, 
was found in a large moat at La- 
chish; it had only one basic room, 
into which were placed both the 
platform for the deity and the altar, 
usually a courtyard feature. Most of 
these differences were due probably 
to the same reasons that modern 
churches tend to be different from 
each other encroaching buildings, 
dissimilar topography, relative 
wealth of the devotees, architectural 
expression, or the effects of specific 
religious beliefs reflected in the tem 
ple architecture.

Another important aspect of tem 
ple life focused on the altar where 
the daily and special sacrifices were 
offered, although not as many altars
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have been recovered as temple 
buildings themselves. Altars un 
earthed by archeologists usually 
stand outside the temple in a fore 
court, much like those of the desert 
tabernacle and Solomon's Temple, 
and, like the Biblical altars, repre 
sent many different sizes and 
shapes, from the large, round, out 
door altar at Megiddo to the very 
small, single-stone altar in the tem 
ple at Lachish. Some of these altars 
had stairs for the priests to reach the 
top, a practice which was forbidden 
to the Hebrews in Exodus 20:26. 
Some altars were made of a single, 
large stone, carved so as to receive 
the draining blood of the victim; one 
such altar was found on the ground's 
surface at Hazor.

Many small incense altars com 
plete with horns, as if they were 
miniature reproductions of the larger 
altars of burnt offerings have been 
found all over the Holy Land, sev 
eral of which have been broken in 
pieces, possibly by the invading, 
looting Israelites.

One temple has been discovered 
from the time of the Judges, pre 
dictably not Israelite, but Philistine. 
At Tell Qasile, near Tel Aviv, a 
mud-brick structure was found, very 
similar to the smaller temples of the 
Late Bronze period at Beth Shan 
and Lachish. Hemmed in by other 
structures, it is composed of two 
rooms with the "Most Holy Place" 
much larger than the first room. 
Probably the first room should be 
considered the porch, with the sec 
ond room combining both the 
"Holy" and the "Most Holy 
Places" into one room. From the 
Semitic nature of this temple plan 
many scholars surmise that the Phil 
istines had adopted much of the Ca- 
naanite religion, possibly that which 
the Bible ascribes to them, the wor 
ship of Dagon, whose name means 
"wheat" or "the god of grain."

Several temples have been found 
from the time of the Israelite mon 
archies. A platform, or "high 
place," has been found at Dan on 
the northern edge of Israel, perhaps 
the very one recorded in 1 Kings 
12:28-31, and the one against which

Amos preached. An actual temple 
building or an altar has not yet been 
found there.

The most remarkable Israelite 
temple to be found is the one at Arad 
inside a small border fortress pro 
tecting the southern flank of the Ju- 
dean kingdom from possible 
marauding bands attacking from the 
southern desert. Even though it is 
perhaps overbilled by the excavator 
as a very close parallel to the desert 
tabernacle and Solomon's Temple, 
we should note the similarities. The 
altar is in a large courtyard and 
measures five by five by three 
cubits, the same dimensions as the 
tabernacle altar, and is made of un 
hewn stones, following the Biblical 
injunction. The earliest structure at 
Arad had no storerooms on the sides 
but the second stratum added such 
rooms to the north, almost enclosing 
the altar in the process, and added 
two columns in front of the door into 
the "Holy Place," as on Solomon's 
Temple.

However, the similarities end 
here, for the "Holy Place" is ex 
tremely rectangular, and the "Most 
Holy Place," if that is what it is, is 
little more than an elevated platform 
to house the presence of the divin 
ity, perhaps as a place for several 
small standing stones, called masse- 
bot, possibly intended to represent a 
covenant between clans or between 
the worshipers and God. Also, on 
the front of the raised platform, as if 
before the "Most Holy Place," are 
two incense altars, still with the evi 
dence of burning on them.

This temple, or sanctuary, does 
not seem to be mentioned in the 
Bible, and indeed, seems to have 
been missed by the purges of Jo- 
siah's reformations, since it contin 
ued on through to the Babylonian 
destruction. It may have been one of 
those unrecognized places of wor 
ship that the prophets railed against 
so heartily, in spite of several very 
orthodox elements, such as the un 
hewn stone altar.

A Judean temple that ignored the 
command regarding unhewn stones 
was found at Beer Sheba. It is men 
tioned explicitly by the prophet

Amos in one of his most cutting in 
vectives. The stone blocks of its 
finely chiseled altar, complete with 
horns and a rude carving of a snake, 
were found recently where they had 
been rebuilt into a storeroom wall 
after having been dismantled, prob 
ably in the reforms of Hezekiah. No 
wonder it received the language 
from Amos that it did; it clearly was 
not an orthodox shrine!

So far, however, nothing has been 
found of the temple itself at Beer 
Sheba, although one scholar thinks it 
could have been a building near the 
city gate containing an unexplained, 
cornered stairway that would fit 
precisely the dimensions of the re 
constructed altar. If he is correct, 
the stairs would be yet another vio 
lation of the Biblical commands for 
altar structure (Ex. 20:24-26). Pos 
sibly the temple was completely de 
stroyed by Hezekiah's reformers 
and another building constructed in 
its place.

In the last couple of years an ex 
tremely important find has been 
made in the southern desert near 
Kadesh Barnea. Here, at a lonely 
military and trade outpost a small 
sanctuary has been found whose 
plan has not yet been published. Its 
plastered walls are covered with in 
scriptions, in which the name of 
Yahweh is mentioned several times. 
In one case He even seems to have a 
consort, the Canaanite goddess, 
Asherah, well known from Biblical 
passages dealing with heretical reli 
gious practices of the Israelites 
(Judges 6:25, R.S.V.). Several of the 
votive vessels found in the rooms 
contain inscriptions dedicated to 
God, as well.

It would thus seem that what ar 
cheologists have found regarding 
temples remarkably confirms the 
Biblical record. Certainly, the dis 
coveries illustrate the unorthodox 
temples and shrines erected 
throughout Israel and fully illustrate 
the necessity for the frequent invec 
tives of the prophets. II

Larry G. Herr received his Ph.D. from 
Harvard in June of 1977 in the field of 
Near Eastern languages and literatures.
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Bottled health. Instead of masking nature's warning signals 
_____with drugs, why can't we learn a better way?____

by Allan R. Magie

Pain, feared and often misunder 
stood, is actually nature's warning 
signal. Human beings try to avoid it, 
yet pain is necessary if we are to 
recognize actual or impending prob 
lems, often deep inside our bodies.

In His all-knowing, divine fore 
sight, God designed into our bodies a 
sensitive mechanism to reveal 
changes or stresses that could po 
tentially harm the intricate mecha 
nism of life itself. Man, in turn, has 
developed an array of chemicals to 
counteract this mechanism by

weakening or blocking entirely the 
pain signals sent to our brain.

Far too many of us believe that for 
every kind of pain and sickness 
there is a drug that will relieve 
symptoms and cure disease, and 
therefore every visit to a physician 
must conclude with a prescription.

Abuse of common drugs
The advertising media and the 

pharmaceutical firms would have us 
believe that we can deliberately 
abuse our delicate physical appara 
tus and then avoid the consequences 
by finding relief in a pill.

Are you tempted to overeat? Go 
ahead and eat the whole thing, take 
all you want. It doesn't matter; you 
only have to drop a couple of tablets 
into a glass of water, watch it fizz, 
and drink it down. You'll feel much 
better.

Do you have trouble sleeping? Are 
you tense or apprehensive? Take a 
sleeping pill or tranquilizer.

As a result, the volume of drug 
usage in the United States is enor 
mous. Aspirin is a good example. 
Each year approximately 40 million 
pounds of aspirin are consumed an 
average of 280 aspirin tablets of 5-
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grain size (300 milligrams) for every 
man, woman, and child! One study 
of a mid-Atlantic county of 112,000 
inhabitants found that enough pre 
scriptions were issued in one year 
for every person to have received an 
average of 46 tablets! And that fig 
ure doesn't take into consideration 
liquid medication or over-the- 
counter drugs such as aspirin, which 
don't require a physician's prescrip 
tion!

Drug-caused illness
This unrestrained use of drugs has 

another side, too. Dlnesses caused 
by legally obtained drugs have 
shown a marked increase in recent 
years. Of course, certain inherent 
and calculated risks attend the use of 
any drug; however, the rise in drug- 
related illnesses stems more from 
excessive and unnecessary medica 
tion than from these subsidiary 
risks.

Side effects of modern, highly ef 
fective drugs are virtually unavoida 
ble. If a drug has no side effect, then 
it likely has no main effect! In other 
words, no really effective drug is 
absolutely safe. Fortunately, side 
effects generally pose a very minor 
risk, although occasionally they can 
be serious. Sensitivity to drugs 
varies from person to person, so a 
drug that has apparently proved safe 
for one person to use may not nec 
essarily be safe for another.

Alternatives to drug medication
Most of us do not understand the 

nature of disease or the symptoms 
and visible indications that accom 
pany it. Much of the demand for 
drugs and their overuse stems from 
the fact that the nature of disease is 
very complex; thus we find it easier 
to treat symptoms with drugs than to 
deal with the root causes of disease. 
A knowledge of certain simple, basic 
principles can guide us in the proper 
treatment of minor illness and pro 
tect us from unnecessary use of 
medication.

1. Pain. Because pain hurts and is 
unpleasant, most people never con 
sider how essential it is to our body's 
survival. Yet just think for a mo 

ment what happens when this sense 
is lost. Cuts, scrapes, burns, or other 
relatively minor injuries often go 
unnoticed, resulting in infection. In 
a disease such as leprosy, which af 
fects the nervous system, all sense 
of pain and temperature is lost. The 
leper's skin is often seriously dam 
aged by the burning heat of a kettle 
or pan, because the normal defense 
mechanism of pain is absent. Unless 
his appendages are protected, his 
hands and feet will become muti 
lated.

2. Headache. This pain is often, 
but not always, the body's signal 
that it needs rest. The purpose is to 
protect us from becoming over- 
stressed. Since the body's natural

"Persistently blunting 
the body's natural 
curative defenses 
with drugs can only 
bring harm.'99

defense and healing mechanisms 
work best when an affected part is at 
rest, a headache that is associated 
with an injury or localized infection 
tries to ensure this rest through pain. 
Instead, most of us are apt to thwart 
nature's intended warning by sooth 
ing the headache with a pain killer 
such as aspirin, and plunge into fur 
ther stress through continued activ^ 
ity. Our motivation for doing so may 
be good a sense of duty or the need 
to finish a necessary task but good 
motives won't lessen the injury done 
to our bodies.

The real tragedy is that we often 
believe the headache to be the main 
problem and that we have "cured" it 
by taking the pain reliever. This can 
be a serious mistake.

3. Elevated temperature. Fever is 
also a part of the body's defense 
against disease. Therefore, up to a 
point, fever is beneficial. Like the 
role of pain, this fact often is not 
appreciated. Unless exceptionally 
high, the temptation to lower an ele 
vated temperature immediately

should be resisted. Of course, since 
death occurs at temperatures be 
tween 106 F. and 107 F., any fever 
over 101  should be lowered.

4. Tiredness. No matter what the 
cause of this body condition, it indi 
cates the same thing the body 
needs rest. So it is not really helpful 
to suppress the signal by using stim 
ulants such as coffee.

The point is this: pain killers, 
temperature reducers, and stimu 
lants don't cure disease; they only 
quell the body's natural and useful 
warning signals. If we are paying 
attention to these signals, we can 
look for the necessary remedies to 
correct the problem. Persistently 
blunting the body's natural curative 
defenses with drugs can only bring 
harm.

Undoubtedly there are times when 
such chemicals must be used, but for 
those who desire not to use drugs 
unnecessarily for common aches 
and pains, what are the choices? In 
perhaps the majority of cases the 
best treatment is not a pill or an 
injection, but rest, proper food, and 
a balanced routine of life, including 
a proper amount of exercise.

The best and ultimate healer is 
nature's God. Therefore, one who 
suffers pain should assist Him by 
providing the very best condition for 
the body to defend and heal itself. 
Prayer and trust, together with an 
intelligent use of nature's remedies, 
are part of God's plan for a healthy 
life.

"Through the agencies of nature, 
God is working, day by day, hour by 
hour, moment by moment, to keep 
us alive, to build up and restore us. 
When any part of the body sustains 
injury, a healing process is at once 
begun; nature's agencies are set at 
work to restore soundness. But the 
power working through these agen 
cies is the power of God. All life- 
giving power is from Him. When one 
recovers from disease, it is God who 
restores him." The Ministry of 
Healing, pp. 112, 113. H

Allan R. Magie, Ph.D., is an associate 
professor of environmental health in the 
School of Health, Loma Linda Univer 
sity, Loma Linda, California.
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Touching hearts through healing. Conferences would be 
well advised to hire nurses to work full time with ministers.

by Janet Skilton

There's no question the Lord 
uses ministers and medical doctors 
to spread the gospel. They cooperate 
in the Five-Day Plan to Stop Smok 
ing, the Institute for Better Living, 
and other health-emphasis pro 
grams. And doctors witness also 
through their private practice. But 
what about the nurse? Is her only 
place of witness in a hospital room? 
Or can she make a contribution to 
medical missionary work through 
procedures she is particularly quali 
fied to perform?

As a registered nurse married to a 
pastor, I have met the challenge of 
these questions head-on. And after 
nearly thirty years of such a joint 
ministry I feel qualified to suggest 
several ways in which the nurse may 
work effectively in combining the 
gospel ministry and the health mes 
sage into a soul-winning program.

In fact, I believe conferences 
would be well advised to hire nurses 
on a full-time basis to work with the 
minister. And I shall suggest a way 
to finance such a program.

While working in a large city a few 
years ago my husband and I utilized 
a Smokers' Dial and a Health and 
Inspiration Dial, as well. My re 
sponsibility was to prepare three- 
minute telephone messages. Most of 
the time I also answered the tele 
phone when people called in for the 
free literature we offered on our dial 
programs. I kept a card file on all 
who called, and gave the material to 
church volunteers to deliver.

My part in the program became 
even more personal when our Health 
Dial featured hydrotherapy. Lis 
teners were invited to call in if they 
wished to see a demonstration treat 
ment. We got more calls than I could 
handle. I went into the home, taking 
a church member with me in each 
instance to teach him or her how to

do the work. The hydrotherapy 
demonstrations resulted in a further 
"water" treatment baptism.

People calling in for free literature 
often shared word of their physical 
problems. Often I was able to an 
swer their questions or, in some 
cases, to refer them to a physician.

Nurses are, of course, bound by 
professional ethics and legal re 
straints. They are not free to give 
treatments unless these are ordered 
by a physician. But I know of no rule 
prohibiting a nurse from giving dem 
onstrations of treatments. This 
service is little different from that 
given by a Red Cross instructor  
other than its being done in the 
home.

On one occasion our church- 
school teacher was ill with the flu. 
After two hydrotherapy "demon 
strations '' fomentations, cold-mit 
ten friction, and a rubdown she 
was back in class.

I recall a doctor who called and
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requested hydrotherapy for his wife, 
who was ill with the flu. I went to the 
home, demonstrated the treatment, 
and showed her mother what to do. 
From then on, she administered the 
treatments.

Doctors have told me that they 
have no medicine or treatment espe 
cially for flu. All they can conscien 
tiously do is to recommend bed rest 
and lots of fluids. But in our old 
Washington Sanitarium and Hospital 
we student nurses were taught that 
the above procedures were benefi 
cial for the flu. It worked for me this 
spring when I succumbed. One good 
treatment from my daughter reduced 
my temperature from 104 to 101 de 
grees in two hours.

Of course, such procedures are 
old hat in Europe, where many peo 
ple who develop upper respiratory 
infection do not even consult a doc 
tor. They simply seek out their clos 
est Seventh-day Adventist neighbor 
for a fomentation treatment.

During our Health Dial, I organ 
ized a course of training in gospel 
medical missionary evangelism for 
church members. Included were a 
study of the Bible, Steps to Christ, 
the Conflict of the Ages books, and 
the medical classics The Ministry 
of Healing, Medical Ministry, Coun 
sels on Health, Counsels on Diet and 
Foods, Temperance, and The Story 
of Our Health Message. In addition, 
the nurse associated with the min 
ister can teach simple courses in 
anatomy and physiology, hydro- 
therapy, home nursing, and nutri 
tion. Many churches now have per 
sonnel qualified to teach cooking 
schools.

I have always used the Bible as 
authority in my lectures. It comes as 
welcome news, indeed, to many lis 
teners to hear that Christ is vitally 
interested in their health. Many who 
attended our evangelistic meetings 
told us that it was the health subjects 
that first compelled them to come. It 
seems no wonder that Ellen White 
advised, "Let the teachings of 
health reform be brought into every 
effort made to get the light of truth 
before the people." Medical Min 
istry, p. 304.

From my own experience I be 
lieve any pastor's ministry would be 
more effective if he had a nurse 
working with him in a medical mis 
sionary program. When an Advent 
ist physician is not available the 
nurse can assist in Five-Day Plans, 
and in Century 21 Institutes for Bet 
ter Living. The nurse can work, as I 
did, with callers in Health Dial, vis 
iting homes, giving hydrotherapy 
demonstrations, instruction in nutri 
tion, and, not incidentally, Bible 
studies. By taking church members 
along, the nurse can give on-the-job 
training. Thus they can help fulfill 
the vision of Medical Ministry, 
pages 300, 301: "In every large city 
there should be corps of organized, 
well-disciplined workers; not merely 
one or two, but scores should be set 
to work. But the perplexing question 
is yet unsolved," Ellen White 
added, "how they will be sus 
tained."

I think I have the answer. When 
my husband and I conducted the 
Century 21 program, church mem 
bers told us it was the best evangel 
ism they had ever witnessed. They 
showed their appreciation by more 
than doubling their giving to confer 
ence evangelism. It would seem that 
most of the larger conferences could 
financially support medical-mission 
ary nurses from conference evan 
gelistic funds.

In the world are many men of 
means and influence. They possess 
gifts entrusted to them by the Lord 
"to be increased and used for the 
good of others" (Testimonies, vol. 9,

p. 115). Touch their bodies with 
healing through the message we 
have been given, and their hearts 
also will be touched. Means will 
come into the conference. Many 
Adventist physicians and dentists 
are earning large amounts of money 
in private practice. If such a pro 
gram were set before them many 
would be willing to contribute sub 
stantial amounts.

The work remains to be done, 
especially in the big cities. Let's not 
put it off any longer! M

Janet Skilton, R.N., is a pastor's wife 
living in Keene, Texas, and director of 
nurses at the Ridgewood Manor Nursing 
Home in Keene.

Calling all nurses
"Young men who have a prac 

tical knowledge of how to treat 
the sick are now to be sent out to 
do gospel medical missionary 
work, in connection with more 
experienced gospel workers. . . . 
Where it is possible, these young 
men should visit the hospitals, 
and in some cases they may con 
nect with them for a while, la 
boring disinterestedly." Coun 
sels on Health, p. 538.

"With the knowledge and ex 
perience gained by practical 
work, they [our medical mission 
ary workers] are to go out to give 
treatments to the sick. As they go 
from house to house, they will 
find access to many hearts. Many 
will be reached who otherwise 
would never have heard the gos 
pel message." Ibid.

THIS MONTH IN LIFE & HEALTH
Learning to love
Seven self-help steps for preventing back pain
Seven self-help steps for dealing with back pain
How to get along with your back
Can anything stop the town killer?
Bounties from the vegetable garden
LIFE & HEALTH marathon draws 1,000 runners
Activity arrests aging
Painless dentistry: a possibility in the near future
Our crusade against clutter
Love or anger? It's your choice

Order Life & Health through your local Adventist Book Center or directly from Life & 
Health, 6856 Eastern Ave., NW., Washington, D.C. 20012.
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PRESIDENTS PAGE
The larger pulpit. Why do we confine ourselves to small 

congregations when we could feed a larger flock?
by Robert H. Pier son

In recent months we've been talk 
ing much about finishing the work. 
We have been praying about it and 
studying ways in which this might be 
accomplished. We've asked for re- 
dedication on the part of both min 
istry and laity. We've emphasized 
evangelism, an all-out effort on the 
part of every one of God's children 
to share the good news of a soon- 
coming Saviour.

We've spoken of visiting homes, 
of distributing our literature far and 
wide. The printed message of God's 
love must go everywhere. We've 
voted funds for evangelistic cam 
paigns, and urged everyone to par 
ticipate in them. We've encouraged 
lively support of It Is Written, Faith 
for Today, and Voice of Prophecy 
programs, with a follow-up ministry 
to take advantage of the long lists of 
interests stirred by these programs.

But there is a larger pulpit that is 
being left empty or that is being ab 
dicated to preachers with messages 
of less urgency. There is a pulpit not 
confined to four walls and a limited 
seating capacity. It is a pulpit that 
can reach thousands upon thousands 
who may never think of attending a 
church service or an evangelistic 
meeting. Science has prepared it for 
the Lord's use, and we should fill 
it the pulpit of the airwaves.

More than eight hundred religious 
radio and television programs are 
broadcast in the United States every 
week. The format of these programs 
includes talk shows, straight 
preaching, interviews, personal wit 
nessing, dramatic presentations of 
religious themes, and fire-and-brim- 
stone sermons. Some are sophisti 
cated, top-quality productions; some 
are homespun presentations. Some 
are taped in private studios, but 
many are prepared in the station it 
self and kept for airing at the appro 
priate time. Often a radio speaker 
can tape several programs at one 
time, so that he need not repeatedly 
interrupt his other ministerial duties.

Last year the Christian Broad 
casting Network, with its center in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, spent some 
$20 million sending out gospel pro 
grams to 130 commercial TV sta 
tions and more than 3,500 cable 
hookups in North America. They 
think telling the story of Jesus is 
worth it.

Jim Bakker, of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, a newcomer to TV, claims 
an audience of 20 million on 181 
stations and more than 4,000 cable 
systems in the United States and 12

"There is a larger 
pulpit that is being 
left empty and 
abdicated to 
preachers with 
messages of less 
urgency a pulpit 
not confined to four 
walls or a limited 
seating capacity, a 
pulpit that can reach 
thousands upon 
thousands who may 
never think of 
attending church.99

countries south of the border. 
Viewers can telephone a number 
flashed on the screen from time to 
time to respond to the program. Last 
year callers pledged approximately 
$25 million, and several hundred 
thousand people visited Heritage 
Village, headquarters of Bakker's 
program. Newsweek declares Bakker 
is planning to follow in Oral Roberts' 
footsteps with a Christian university 
where young people can be taught to

use the media to win men and 
women to Christ.

Seventh-day Adventists are doing 
something in radio and television lo 
cally, nationally, and internation 
ally, but it is not a tithe of the proc 
lamation that a people expecting 
Jesus to return in their day should be 
doing. In 1976 the Adventist Church 
was heralding the good news from 
3,406 radio and television stations. 
Adventist World Radio proclaimed 
God's message on 2,019 broadcasts 
from four stations. Voice of Proph 
ecy, Faith for Today, It Is Written, 
the Quiet Hour, and Breath of Life 
are doing a great work worldwide. 
We praise God for their powerful 
witness. Some 30,000 persons have 
been baptized as the result of our 
airwaves ministry. But we should be 
doing much more!

The question rises before us: Why 
are not more of our ministers using 
this gift of communication to herald 
the Advent message? Why do we 
confine ourselves to small congrega 
tions when we could mount a larger 
pulpit and feed a larger flock? Mate 
rials such as prepared scripts are 
available from our Communication 
Department. Those who have a 
radio or television presence should 
not neglect this area of ministry.

Even though conducting a radio or 
TV broadcast might mean extra 
preparation, surely this wider min 
istry, this unseen audience, should 
be reached, must be reached, if we 
are to fulfill the gospel commission.

I want to challenge our local pas 
tors and evangelists to give the mes 
sage wings in your area! Let God's 
Word "fly in the midst of heaven." 
Fill the airwaves in your section of 
the vineyard with the message of 
Jesus' soon return! Get into the 
larger pulpit! Reach thousands 
where now you are reaching 
hundreds! Let's get the work of God 
finished and go home! II

Robert H. Pierson is president of the 
General Conference of Seventh-day Ad 
ventists.
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SHEPHERDESS
That missionary look. Unique experiences give a unique expression, 

but all who serve the Master can share that missionary look.
Dear Shepherdess: In these days of 

uncertainty and turmoil everywhere 
in the world it is wonderful to know 
' 'what time I am afraid, I will trust in 
thee" (Ps. 56:3).

Missionaries seem to have a spe 
cial claim on that verse as they face 
difficulties and situations that those 
of us in the homeland do not have to 
experience. Our friends in Detroit, 
the Blinds, had a period of anxiety 
during the 1975 hostilities in Leba 
non. Cirila's letter of God's provi 
dential care for their son and his 
family who were there during this 
very trying time was an inspiration to 
me. I would like to share it with you, 
as well as an article written by Veda 
Maxson, who with her husband has 
spent many years as a missionary in 
Mexico, Chile, and other countries. 
As you read it, I know you will catch 
the desire, as I did, to have "that 
missionary look" no matter where 
your place of service may be. With 
love, Kay.

God's Providential Care

by Cirila Blinci
Our son Bob, his wife, Karen, and 

little daughter, Teresa, lived at the 
mission compound in Beirut, Leba 
non, during part of the destruction 
of Beirut in 1975.

On October 11, Karen was in 
labor with their second child, but 
fighting at the foot of the hill below 
the division headquarters made it 
impossible to get through to the 
American University Hospital only a 
few miles away. Fortunately, 
Karen's doctor had given her the 
name of a doctor in another town in 
case they could not get to him.

With prayer on their lips, and with 
the help of Mrs. Mary Darnell, a 
nurse from the compound, they 
traveled for more than an hour 
through unfamiliar mountains to the 
little town of Jhounie, and found the 
hospital.

Using Mrs. Darnell, who could 
speak Arabic, as spokesman, the

doctor helped make Karen comfort 
able, and at 4:35 A.M., October 12, 
1975, little Daniel Keith was born at 
St. Louis Hospital in Jhounie, Leb 
anon. In the words of our son, 
"When all doors are closed God 
opens a window somewhere." Only 
two weeks later Jhounie was in 
vaded by ships from the sea and was 
completely cut off from the sur 
rounding villages and towns.

We parents in the homeland owe a 
great deal of thanks and appreciation 
to those missionary ladies who know 
how to care for their neighbors. The 
ladies of the mission compound took 
complete charge of our son's little 
family. They cared for Teresa, then 
18 months old, saw that meals were 
supplied for the family, and took 
care of the laundry, the home, and 
the needs of mother and baby. Yes, I 
worried and wondered just how they 
could manage during this very trying 
experience, but our Father in heaven 
had it all in His plans. The love and 
care of the missionary ladies were an 
example that we all must learn to 
follow.

That Missionary Look

by Veda Maxson
"You are just what a missionary is 

supposed to look like," popped up a 
dear little old sister one day in the 
lobby of a church in the homeland. 
My mind whirled with many 
thoughts like the flash of an instant 
dream. What gives that missionary 
look?

Was it learning to stay by oneself 
as a young bride miles from home in 
a foreign land where the language 
still sounded like the Tower of 
Babel? Was it the trust that you 
learned in the Scripture promise, 
"The angel of the Lord encampeth 
. . . "? Oh, how sweet you learned 
that verse to be when the bullets 
were flying around your home during 
an overturn of some political ideal!

Or did that missionary look come 
from learning that you can always

feed extra mouths even though visi 
tors are not foreseen? Remember 
the time when if you saw five people 
come into the Sabbath school from 
up in the mountains or the near 
town, you knew that you had five 
extra mouths to feed and to teach 
that spitting on your floor was not 
the best of hygiene? They would 
sling their hammocks and spend the 
days at the pastor's home in the 
"city." Remember the time on Fri 
day morning when your husband 
went to the door and called back 
asking whether you wanted man 
goes? This was not mango season, 
but someone had a tree somewhere 
that did not know this. You sug 
gested one hundred mangoes and 
then changed your mind, asking for 
two hundred. After all, available 
food was limited at this time, and the 
family did like mangoes. Shortly 
before sundown you were doing the 
last-minute things when, at a knock 
on the door, you graciously invited 
five unexpected guests into the 
household to receive the Sabbath 
day blessings. With the solicitous 
help of the lady and her daughter the 
floor was swept, the green mangoes 
were peeled and cooked, and you 
were ready for Sabbath. Everyone 
had fresh mangoes and mango 
sauce. Saturday night's meal was 
nothing but plain, fresh mangoes. 
Sunday, as the guests left for their 
homes refreshed, you remarked to 
friend hubby that God always pro 
vided something to eat, even if it 
was two hundred mangoes.

Did that missionary look come 
from the time you paid the rent and 
your landlord asked who your visitor 
was the night before? He said that 
you were seated in the front room 
with the children around you, as 
your custom was, and right beside 
you was a very beautiful lady. "Who 
was she?" You replied that you had 
had only one visitor about 6:00 
P.M. the neighbor at the corner. 
The landlord knew her and said, 
''No, she is very dark; the lady I saw '
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beside you as I drove by in my car 
was sitting very close to you. She 
was blonde and dressed in white." 
As you walked back home it dawned 
on you that your landlord had seen 
your own guardian angel! Are these 
the experiences that give a mission 
ary look?

Or is it the tears in your eyes as 
you listen with a torn heart as your 
young neighbor girl asks, "Does 
God ever answer prayers with things 
that are not good for you?" And she 
continues how she had prayed to 
become pregnant with the child of a 
certain man so that he would marry 
her. ' 'God answered my prayers for 
a child, but when I told the father he 
just said, 'I will give it to you as a 
gift.' " Was it the mothering you did 
during this difficult time? Was it 
guiding her to a better understanding 
of her Saviour, and finally to full 
surrender? Was it later, watching as 
she was baptized?

Or was it when you and your hus 
band walked two hours with Loron 
and Ruth Ann Wade through the 
jungles to visit an isolated group, 
only to find upon your arrival that 
the message had not been properly 
understood and that the candidates 
for baptism were scattered over 
several kilometers, working in the 
fields? On your two-hour walk back 
it was raining full tropical buckets. 
Walking, wading the streams, stick 
ing in the mud, and being showered 
with mud, you laughed with Ruth 
Ann and quipped, "There's nothing 
like wading with the Wades." You 
finally got to the railroad tracks just 
as the train was arriving and you sat 
in the boxcar cold, wet, and laughing 
in Christian fellowship. Was it the 
mud that gave you the missionary 
look?

Your thoughts flash back to your 
early mission service. The pastor, 
your young husband, went to scout 
out a new district. No matter that it 
was the size of the State of Califor 
nia. Questioning the home office 
about the district, your husband 
learned that there was in this district 
a family that had not been visited for 
more than eighteen years. Upon his 
arrival he inquired of a colporteur 
where the group was. The colporteur

told him, but cautioned him not to 
try to go in now. "Wait until the dry 
season, and I will go with you and 
show you how to get there," he said. 
But your husband knew the leading 
of the Lord and insisted he wanted 
to go. He prayed in his room that if 
he was to go visit this family the 
Lord would provide some kind of 
transportation to get him there. He 
went to the market place and within 
twenty minutes had found a truck 
that was leaving. Climbing up on top 
of all the produce, your husband sat 
contemplating God's leading. The 
truck bulldozed through the grand- 
daddy of all mud puddles and finally 
arrived in the next town. A quick 
inquiry at the local store uncovered 
a youth who was going in the right 
direction. Yes, the pastor could go 
along with him to the Sabbath- 
keepers. After a three-and-a-half- 
hour walk up the trails, wading 
through the river crossings sixty 
times, in the rain and through the 
night, your husband had "the mis 
sionary look" to say the least. When 
he knocked at the door Sister Ber- 
mudez welcomed him into the 
house, without asking who or what 
he was, even though he was covered 
with mud. She scouted through the 
house and found him a change of 
clothes, clean socks, and even a pair 
of shoes to put on his feet. "You 
must be hungry. Let me fix you a 
warm drink." When your husband 
felt clean and warm again she turned 
to him.

"Pastor, six weeks ago I had a 
dream that a missionary was coming 
to see us. I told my family, and they 
laughed. After eighteen years, they 
thought everyone had forgotten us. 
Ten days ago I had the dream again. 
My family again laughed at me. But I 
knew you were coming. Pastor, you 
were the one I saw in my dreams."

What gives that missionary look? 
It's the surrender of your life to the 
Master's plan. He guides and He 
designs that "missionary look." M

Veda Maxson and her husband, Glenn, 
presently are working in the stewardship 
and development office of the Canadian 
Union.

Prayers from 
the parsonage

by Cherry B. Habenicht

Thank You, Lord, for the vaca 
tion experiences that help us to ex 
amine our church from a visitor's 
perspective.

Surely there must be a church in 
this area, although we've searched 
the telephone directory and newspa 
per listings in vain. Sometimes we 
find an address given, but discover it 
to be outdated and worthless. It is 
often so difficult to find the building 
or anyone who has heard of Sev 
enth-day Adventists.

I pull Lisa along a crowded corri 
dor, hoping to hear snatches of a 
cradle-roll song. Classroom doors 
are open, with identifying signs hid 
den. Standard departments have 
been subdivided, with no clues to 
age limits. By the time we find the 
right room we have missed the 
opening exercises.

Occasionally we've had to hunt up 
the hostess and ask to sign the 
guestbook. Or we've innocently of 
fended someone by sitting in "his" 
pew. We've hummed tunes and 
peered over shoulders because no 
one shared a hymnal. We've lin 
gered in the vestibule, watching 
clusters of people absorbed in their 
plans, and have left with no more 
than a few perfunctory words. There 
have been churches where services 
were haphazard and disorganized. 
Obviously, no one was expecting 
guests.

At the time we have felt impatient, 
slighted, even angry. "How can 
people be so insensitive?" we've 
asked. "Don't they realize what im 
pression they give?"

Please use these negative inci 
dents to teach us a better way. Open 
our eyes to those things in our city 
and our church that confuse 
strangers. May we notice new faces 
and be alert to others' needs. And 
may loving one another be so natural 
that we reach beyond ourselves to 
all who worship with us.
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WIDENING OUR WORD POWER
Sacred Words
Neighbor or stranger

A lawyer stood up one 
day to argue with Jesus and 
raised a question that has 
concerned people of all 
time. Citing Deuteronomy 
6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, the 
lawyer had said, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God 
. . . and thy neighbour as 
thyself" (Luke 10:27). Then 
he asked, "Who is my 
neighbour?" (verse 29).

In every land and through 
all time people have 
accorded more attention and 
privileges to members of 
their own group, tribe, or 
nation than to strangers. 
Neighbors can be trusted; 
strangers are suspect. The 
Old Testament uses four 
terms for neighbor: 'amith, 
meaning "an equal" or "a 
fellow" (cf. Lev. 6:2); 
qarob, "someone who 
happens to be nearby" (cf. 
Ex. 32:27); shaken, 
"someone who lives in the 
neighborhood" (cf. chap. 
3:22); and rea' (feminine, 
re'utK), "a friend" or 
"companion." In the Old 
Testament verses that the 
lawyer quoted, the word rea' 
occurs in parallel with the 
phrase "children of thy 
people" : "Thou shalt not... 
bear any grudge against the 
children of thy people, but 
thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself" (Lev. 
19:18). Thus, to qualify as a 
neighbor, the lawyer 
apparently felt, one should 
be at least another Jew.

The Old Testament also 
has many words for 
"stranger," most of which 
emphasize the temporary 
sojourn of a person or his 
lack of kinship ties. Even 
second-generation 
immigrants were known as 
the sons of strangers.

Whatever word the lawyer 
may have used in Aramaic, 
his intent was clear. He 
wanted Jesus to list the 
criteria for those whom one 
should treat as neighbors.

Had one fulfilled God's 
command when he gave 
preferential treatment to his 
kinsfolk, or his countrymen, 
or simply to the people 
living near him? What about 
the strangers, the Romans, 
and the other ethnic groups 
or individual foreigners who 
lived in Palestine?

Jesus took a radically 
different view of the whole 
issue. He told the lawyer a 
story about a Samaritan 
traveler, one who certainly 
could not be considered a 
rea'. On the road to Jericho 
a man had been robbed, 
beaten, and left for dead. 
Two Jews who passed by 
could not identify the victim 
as a rea', so they concluded 
he was a gur, a stranger, for 
whom they had no 
responsibility. But when the 
Samaritan came upon the 
scene he did not wait to 
inspect the victim's 
credentials, he responded to 
the man's critical needs.

Jesus then posed a new 
question to the 
lawyer " 'Which of these 
three do you think was 
neighbour to the man who 
fell into the hands of the 
robbers?'" The lawyer, 
taken off guard, had to 
answer, " "The one who 
showed him kindness'" 
(Luke 10:36, 37, N.E.B.).*

Jesus cut through all the 
categories of merit to say 
that neighbor is a state of 
mind a readiness to aid 
without distinguishing friend 
from stranger. In fulfilling 
the command of God to help 
others realize their potential 
as His children, we should 
not ask first whether they 
can pay us back. We should 
act because we have 
compassion. Love for God 
is not a separate question 
from love for mankind; the 
two are linked, not by 
calculations of merit, but by 
a spirit of acceptance and 
generosity. As the Samaritan 
had no problem recognizing 
a neighbor, so Christians 
today may disregard

traditional barriers to the 
expression of practical 
Christianity. The Master 
said, " 'Go and do as he 
did' " (verse 37, N.E.B.). Be 
a neighbor, not a stranger.

* Verses credited to N.E.B. are 
from The New English Bible.   The 
Delegates of the Oxford University 
Press and the Syndics of the 
Cambridge University Press 1961, 
1970. Reprinted by permission.

Secular Words
Words From Nature

English is a language rich 
in metaphor, but how often 
we overlook the depth of 
meaning in some of these 
picturesque words, many of 
which come from the animal 
kingdom. Sloths are very 
slothful in their movements, 
hogs at the trough try to hog 
all the food, and sheep look 
at their master sheepishly. 
Anyone who has tangled 
with a rosebush can 
appreciate a thorny problem, 
and one who watches a duck 
in midstream may discover 
what to do when faced with 
a difficult issue. One Bible 
writer compared Jacob to a 
lowly worm (Isa. 41:14), and 
another admonished 
sluggards to emulate the 
busy ant (Prov. 6:6). No one 
likes a waspish teacher, and 
a preacher's theology should 
never be fishy.

The words below include 
some in which human traits 
are represented 
metaphorically by figures 
from the world of nature. 
Using words drawn from 
natural things or events can 
help make one's vocabulary 
more pungent.

Other words in the list 
come from professional 
literature and from this issue 
of MINISTRY. Test your 
knowledge of them by 
selecting the closest match 
from among the choices 
given. For the correct 
answers, turn to page 32.

1. bearish: (a) immodest; 
(b) insinuating; (c) gruff; (d) 
tender.

2. cliche: (a) trite 
expression; (b) elite group; 
(c) purse; (d) decisive 
argument.

3. crow: (a) enjoy; (b) 
warn; (c) gloat; (d) belittle.

4. cultic: (a)
superstitious; (b) secret; (c) 
sacred; (d) pertaining to a 
system of religious or other 
beliefs.

5. drone: (a) persuade;
(b) vilify; (c) work 
effortlessly; (d) talk 
monotonously.

6. epistemology: (a) the 
science of knowledge; (b) 
the study of apostolic 
writings; (c) the attempt to 
translate meaning from one 
language to another; (d) the 
study of last-day events.

7. iconoclast: (a) fervent 
preacher; (b) one who 
destroys religious images; (c) 
one who reveres pictures of 
saints; (d) "once saved, 
always saved."

8. invective: (a) 
exclamation; (b) contagious;
(c) insult; (d) command.

9. kerygma: (a) love; (b) 
mystery; (c) the apostolic 
preaching that Jesus is the 
Christ; (d) teaching of the 
imminence of the end.

10. mawkish: (a) grasping; 
(b) sickly sentimental; (c) 
given to display; (d) 
belligerent.

11. Monothelitism: (a) 
belief that Christ had one 
nature; (b) belief in the 
Trinity; (c) belief in one 
God; (d) belief that Christ 
had but one will.

12. nettle: (a) vex; (b) 
soothe; (c) acquire gain; (d) 
make peace.

13. pathos: (a) ablutions; 
(b) producing illness; (c) 
rejoicing; (d) evoking pity.

14. votive: (a)
ecclesiastical; (b) expressing 
a vow or wish; (c) elective; 
(d) powerful.

15. Zoroastrianism: (a) 
belief in a cosmic war 
between good and evil; (b) 
belief in never-ending cycles 
of events; (c) belief in stars 
as determinants of human 
affairs; (d) belief in fate.
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SHOP TALK

The Uniform File Plan

The Uniform File Plan for 
the handling of the names of 
interests, introduced to 
MINISTRY readers in 1969, is 
now in use in most 
Adventist conferences and 
churches of North America. 
It utilizes the Rolodex File, 
the National Multi-ring 
Visible Binder, and punched 
prospect cards in three 
colors. Also available are 
cards for filing the names of 
members. These materials 
have been available from the 
Ministerial Association of 
the General Conference at a 
substantial savings.

In response to suggestions 
for modification of the 
wording on the interest 
cards, the Ministerial 
Association, in conjunction 
with the Lay Activities

Department, has produced a 
revised card that is now 
available. Although the 
wording has been slightly 
revised, the major change is 
that the card now comes in 
triplicate so that notations 
made on the top form will 
appear also on the other 
two. They remain the same 
size, 4x6 inches, and are 
punched to fit both the 
Rolodex File and the 
Multi-ring notebook.

Reprints of the articles 
appearing in the April, May, 
and June, 1969, issues of 
MINISTRY explaining the 
organization and use of the 
Uniform File Plan are 
available by writing to 
MINISTRY. However, the 
prices quoted therein no 
longer apply. The current

prices of the file materials
are:
Rolodex V546 (500-card

capacity) with 25 division
alphabet guides but
without cards.... $28.95 

Rolodex VI046 (1,000-card
capacity) with 40 division
alphabet guides but
without cards.... $39.95 

Rolodex plastic insertable
guides set of 50. . .$ 7.95 

National #84-361 Multi-ring
Visible Binder, including
ten divider cards... $10.35 

Extra insertable dividers for
notebook set of 10- $ .20. 

Triplex prospect
card punched for
notebook and file. Per
thousand ....... $34.95

Triplex prospect
card unpunched. Per
thousand ....... $26.00

Single white prospect
card punched. Per
thousand ....... $18.75

Single white prospect
card unpunched. Per
thousand ....... $11.00

Yellow church-membership
card punched. Per
thousand ....... $18.75

Plain white cards, unprinted
but punched. Per thousand 
............. $12.75

The above prices 
INCLUDE POSTAGE. All 
orders must be accompanied 
by check, money order, or 
purchase order. Cards must 
be ordered in multiples of 
250 for each kind. Please 
send your order to:

Ministerial Association, 6840 
Eastern Avenue NW., 
Washington, D.C. 20012.
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RECOMMENDED READING

QUEST FOR THE 
RAINBOW, Jules Donald 
Jernigan, A.I.A., Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, 1975, 48 pages, 
$4.95.

This is a very practical 
guide to any pastor or 
congregation contemplating 
the construction of a new 
church. The basic steps in 
building a church that are 
discussed are the choice of 
the site, the design, the 
building, the plans, the 
furnishings, and the 
financing. Different types of 
structure and floor plans are 
offered with exhibits. Every 
page is packed with 
suggestions that can assure a 
well-thought-out church 
plant. The forty-eight-page 
nine-by-twelve-inch booklet 
does not go into the 
ramifications of committee 
work, fund raising, and 
other matters involved in a 
church building program, but 
it is a helpful, authoritative 
map or chart on the choice 
of style of architecture, 
design, et cetera. The author 
is principal of the 
architectural firm of 
Jernigan, Hawkins, and 
Harrison, of Jackson, 
Mississippi, which 
specializes in religious, 
institutional, and residential 
facilities.

Orley Berg

UNFORMED AND 
UNFILLED, Weston W. 
Fields, The Presbyterian and 
Reformed Publishing Co., 
Nutley, N.J., 1976 
(distributed by Baker Book

House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan), 245 pages, $4.95.

The title of this book 
comes from the author's 
English translation of the 
Hebrew descriptive terms in 
Genesis 1:2. Of the twelve 
chapters in the book seven 
are devoted to the exegesis 
of the first two verses of 
Genesis. Chapter eight treats 
the meaning of the term day 
as used throughout Genesis, 
chapter one. Chapter nine 
gives helpful insight on 
apologetics as related to 
creationism.

The author has succeeded 
in his attempt to "provide 
information which is both 
valuable and understandable 
to those less conversant in 
the technicalities and 
intricacies of Hebrew 
grammar and syntax, and 
which is at the same time 
useful to the more 
scholarly." He provides 
valuable historical 
background in addition to 
technical grammatical and 
linguistic treatment. 
Unformed and Unfilled is an 
essential reference work for 
anyone who wishes to be 
informed regarding modern 
creationism or who wishes 
to be competent in the 
exegesis of the first chapter 
of Genesis.

The book handles 
commendably the possibility 
of life on Planet Earth prior 
to the creation week of 
Genesis, the question 
concerning a time gap 
between the first and second 
verses of Genesis chapter 
one, the meaning of the 
creation verbs used by 
Moses, and interpretative 
models that relate the days 
of Creation week to vast 
periods of time rather than a 
single rotation of Planet 
Earth.

The author develops his 
ideas on the basis of the 
verbal inspiration of the 
original Hebrew text. 
Without supporting exegesis 
he presumes that the first 
chapter of Genesis refers to

the creation of the entire 
material universe a view 
which this reviewer 
considers unjustified 
according to the scriptural 
use of the verbs in Genesis 
1:16, 17, and disallowed by 
the internal definitions of 
heaven(s), earth, and seas 
given in Genesis 1:8-10.

Chapter ten briefly (less 
than two full pages of 
content) calls attention to 
Hood geology as providing 
the most satisfactory 
explanation of
geomorphology, sedimentary 
features, and fossil 
distribution.

The last two chapters 
detract from the 
extraordinary value of the 
preceding portions of the 
book. The author's uncritical 
borrowing from the 
creationist literature on 
paleomagnetism and 
carbon-14 dating provides a 
prime illustration of the need 
for staying within one's field 
of competence. The 
treatment in these two 
chapters is technically 
inaccurate and demonstrates 
a lack of insight on the part 
of both Mr. Fields and the 
authors from whom he has 
borrowed. A sound and 
competent exegesis of 
Scripture is not well served 
by an unsound "scientific" 
application, nor does it need 
support from the natural 
sciences, as Mr. Fields 
himself effectively implies in 
chapter nine.

R. H. Brown

Answers to "Widening Our 
Word Power" (see 
page 30).

1. bearish: (c) gruff or surly, like 
a bear.

2. cliche: (a) trite expression. 
From the French for "stereotype."

3. crow: (c) gloat, exult, or brag, 
like a cock at sunrise.

4. cultic: (d) pertaining to a 
system of religious or other beliefs 
and rituals. From the Latin for 
"care" or "adoration."

5. drone: (d) talk monotonously. 
From the hum made by the 
unproductive male bee, which 
gathers no honey.

6. epistemology: (a) the science of 
knowledge. From the Greek for 
"knowledge."

7. iconoclast: (&) one who 
destroys religious images or attacks 
established beliefs. From the Greek 
for "image destroyer."

8. invective: (c) insulting or 
abusive language.

9. kerygma: (c) the apostolic 
preaching that Jesus is the Christ. 
From the Greek "to proclaim."

10. mawkish: (b) sickly 
sentimental, insipid. From an old 
English word for "maggot."

11. Monothelitism: (d) belief that 
Christ had but one will. From the 
Greek monos, "alone," and thelein, 
"will."

12. nettle: (a) vex. From the 
stinging sensation experienced by 
one who brushes against a nettle 
plant.

13. pathos: (d) evoking pity. From 
the Greek paschein, "to suffer."

14. votive: (b) expressing or 
fulfilling a vow or wish.

15. Zoroastrianism: (a) belief in a 
cosmic war between good (the deity 
Ahura-Mazda) and evil (the deity 
Ahriman). Founded in Persia by 
Zoroaster c. sixth century B.C. 

Scores: 15-14 Excellent. 
13-12 Very good. 
11-9 Good.

MINISTRY

Change of Address

If you're moving, please let us know 
six weeks before changing your ad 
dress. Print your new address at right, 
clip out this entire corner, including 
the label, and send it to us. If you have 
a question about your subscription, 
please clip this form to your letter.

Mail to: Review and Herald Publishing 
Association, 6856 Eastern Avenue 
NW., Washington, D.C. 20012.
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