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Editorials
TRIBUTE TO A FATHER

Is IT true that "all members of the family center 
in the father"? .* Is it true that "the father represents 
the divine Lawgiver in his family"? 2 Is it true that 
"the father . . . will bind his children to the throne 
of God by living faith"? 3 is it true that "the father's 
duty to his children cannot be transferred to the 
mother"? 4 If so, how many fathers reach these 
ideals? I am personally acquainted with one father 
who met these and many more specifications. What 
I say about this father is intended as a tribute to all 
fathers whose leadership pleases Heaven.

I am a fortunate man. Anyone who has a Cod- 
fearing father, one who has consistently set a Chris 
tian example before his family, can count himself 
blessed above most people. My father, Chester 
Spangler, retired from teaching business college 
about the same time I entered the ministry. He 
retired early in order to devote his life to lay wit 
nessing. But the Ohio Conference had other plans. 
They invited him into the gospel ministry. Not too 
many men have had the honor of being ordained to 
the gospel ministry the same year their father was. 
He was ordained in Ohio and I in Florida. He came 
to my ordination and I to his, where we welcomed 
each other into the ministry! I owe a lot to that man 
and I know 1 speak for many a minister today who 
recognizes a similar debt to a godly father.

Dad's age is a secret, but since I am at the half- 
century mark you can judge that he is quite a few 
years beyond the sustentation dateline. But why do I 
refer to his lengthy life? Among the nearly two 
thousand letters I've received from him during my 
near twoscore-year absence from home, there 
hasn't been one that did not contain a pointed 
sermonette. Recently, my mail brought another one 
of those written exhortations. The thoughts were 
taken from one of his recent sermons preached 
at the Far Hills, Dayton, Ohio, church, where he is 
the pastor emeritus. Former Pastor Don Jacobsen 
bestowed this honor upon him several years ago.

Evidently the title of his sermon was "Reactions 
to the Messages of Jesus and the Prophets and 
Apostles." Not a bad title! "Persecution faces the 
man who preaches the truth," he declared. "Church 
people attempted to throw Jesus over a cliff; Paul 
crawled into a basket and was let down over a wall; 
Jeremiah was tossed into a pit talk about fringe 
benefits; they had plenty of them!" I can hear my 
"pappy" (my most affectionate term for him) waxing 
eloquent on these points.

A paragraph or two later I was startled to read a 
quotation taken from Testimonies, volume 8, page 
37. I had read it before even had it marked but 
it struck me with new force. It was one of those 
passages Ellen C. White wrote with deep feeling:

My heart is filled with anguish when I think of the tame 
messages borne by some of our ministers, when they have a 
message of life and death to bear. The ministers are asleep; the

lay members are asleep; and a world is perishing in sin. May Cod 
help His people to arouse and walk and work as men and 
women on the borders of the eternal world. Soon an awful sur 
prise is coming upon the inhabitants of the world. Suddenly, with 
power and great glory, Christ will come. Then there will be no 
time to prepare to meet Him. Now is the time for us to give the 
warning message.

Then dad's commentary began: "When John the 
Baptist preached, it was with power. 'Generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?' Jesus said to Nicodemus: 'Ye must be 
born again.'And did Nicodemus react! Sarcastically, 
'How can a man be born again? Can he enter his 
mother's womb again?' Nicodemus knew what it was 
all about. He may have professed ignorance, but 
to no avail. Jesus had a very kind way of revealing 
faults but He revealed them. Paul says, 'Preach the 
doctrine; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering.' "

Then came the punch line "Remember, Bob, 
preach on this!" Following this came some personal 
news, 'but the final paragraph is so typical of all his 
letters to me and the rest of the family. "How good it 
is," he said, "that in all the commotion about us we 
can quote to ourselves the wonderful promises such 
as 'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind 
is stayed on thee.' Every night before going to sleep 
I quote to myself John 14:1-3, 'Let not your heart be 
troubled.' I just have to do this. Love, Dad."

One of these days the postman will stop bringing 
these encouraging and provocative letters to my 
door. When they cease to come, the messages they 
have contained will have become a part of me. They 
have given me many ideas for sermons, many 
illustrations to brighten up talks, and above all, they 
have constantly encouraged me to fight the good 
fight of faith. Oh yes, one more supremely impor 
tant point: Dad is 1 Corinthians 13 transformed into 
twentieth-century flesh and blood.

J. R. S.
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WHAT IS MAN?

MlAN is more than the protoplasmic conse 
quence of cosmic contraction." But who believes it? 
Man, who lives by faith has been taught to doubt. 
Yes, skepticism, engendered by an educational sys 
tem that encourages man to question everything, has 
triggered an avalanche of doubt that now endangers 
man himself.

It all began in a garden. Question, questions, ques 
tions. "Yea, hath God said," the serpent skillfully 
probes the roots of Eve's faith. You see, the only 
authority on man is God, for God made him. Self- 
awareness is basic to human survival. The ongoing 
bloodless black revolution is an example of this.
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Black people are now caught up in the experience 
of self-discovery. The institution of black studies in 
all major educational institutions is reflective of this. 
A people without a past has no future. And so it goes.

To become fully aware of himself, man must study 
the authoritative book on the subject the Bible. It 
speaks of human origin and destiny, of life and 
death, heaven and hell, of happiness here and joy 
hereafter. Yes, man is more than the protoplasmic 
consequence of cosmic contraction. He is the crown 
ing act of God's Creation. He is, as was his father 
Adam, a son of God!

Knowing this, there is no earthly power that can 
stay man's creative rise from the lowlands of natural 
sinfulness to the lofty image of his Father God. This 
is not evolution. It is spiritual revolution. And I say, 
on with it, on with the program of educating until 
man, wherever, may surely know who he is!

E. E. C.

PROPHETIC PREACHING
*NE of our aged believers in England wishes 

that we might preach more on the fulfillment of 
Bible prophecy. This is a legitimate desire. Of all 
people we should be able to bring great assurance 
and certainty to prophetic exposition. The largest 
portion of prophecy has already been fulfilled, and 
we would do well to remind our people that this 
is so.

We may preach fulfilled prophecy with convic 
tion. Our messages can serve only to increase faith 
in the Word of God and in the prophetic voice. We 
have been assured that "surely the Lord God will 
do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets" (Amos 3:7). We are on the 
verge of the greatest event in all history, the coming 
of the Lord. God in His love and concern has re 
vealed this to us. Prophecy has carefully depicted 
conditions that would immediately precede His com 
ing and we have seen their fulfillment. We need not 
be in doubt about these things. We are not in dark- 

Con tinued to page 39

In this issue
Our readers will be interested in what the ministers of 

other churches think about Seventh-day Adventists. 
Raymond Moore reports on this. Associate Editor Raoul 
Dederen updates us on relations between Roman Catho 
lics and the World Council.

This month, Paul Hamel writes on music. Speaking of 
music, the July Ministry will carry a special insert including 
the official action of the 1972 Autumn Council on this 
important subject.

You'll want to stretch your mind with Eric Magnusson's 
article on origins. The Health Section, as usual, will appeal 
to ministers as well as health professionals. This and much 
more is yours to enjoy and profit from. Good reading  
and thanks for all the feedback.
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What die MtB-Advcilisl
deify Says...

This article is based on a sur 
vey of attitudes and beliefs of 
Seventh-day Adventists as 
viewed by non-Adventist cler 
gymen. John C. Beach, of the 
Hewitt Research Center, di 
rected and coordinated the 
project. Raymond S. Moore, 
Chief Executive Officer of Hew 
itt Research Center, outlined 
the study in counsel with rep 
resentatives from the different 
branches of denominational 
activities.

The questionnaire was dis 
tributed to more than 3,000 
clergymen from names sub 
mitted by local churches. 
Nearly 25 per cent of the clergy 
responded, which was far 
above the anticipated 10 to 15 
per cent response.

The survey revealed force 
fully the current attitude and 
understanding of the non-Ad 
ventist clergy toward Seventh- 
day Adventists and their beliefs. 
The statistical results of the sur 
vey (to be published next 
month in Ministry) together 
with an analysis of the Seventh- 
day Adventist position on spe 
cific unique beliefs will 1 be sent 
to each of the clergy in the 
original sampling.

My impression is that SDA's 
have lived in a world by them 
selves and do not really care for 
the world Cod made and all the 
marvelous ways Cod works 
through human situations. I guess 
most people I know don't take 
them seriously until they or their 
persistent beliefs infringe on the 
freedom of conscience of others. 
They have a reputation of being 
divisive rather than harmonizing, 
exclusive rather than 'filled with 
the spirit of love.' SDA's can be 
of greater service by mellowing so 
that they seem to be more con 
cerned for others.

  HIS was the opinion of a 51- 
year-old senior pastor of a Con 
gregational church in the Midwest. 
Although he had no personal 
acquaintances with the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church, he had be 
come acquainted with the SDA 
clergy through a ministerial asso 
ciation, and laymen through the 
local welfare organization. He 
believed SDA's related themselves 
to community needs rather re 
luctantly and found SDA's on a 
whole to be "independent" from 
the rest of the society. In effect, 
they had become isolationists. 
The'source of his information was 
primarily from books, literature, 
tracts and personal conversations,

and while he believed the medical 
work of SDA's to be one of the 
characteristics he most admired, 
he had a strong aversion to the 
solicitation programs and the pros 
elyting by SDA's.

These are the personal com 
ments of Pastor X, but he typifies 
what many non-Adventist clergy 
all over the country feel about 
Seventh-day Adventists according 
to a recent pilot survey conducted 
by the Hewitt Research Center. 
Next month MINISTRY magazine 
will publish the complete statis 
tical results of that survey. Mean 
while, here are some of the writ 
ten comments of non-Adventist 
clergy who were included in the 
survey. In answer to the question, 
"In what ways do you feel that 
SDA's can be of greater service?" 
the clergymen responded force 
fully and helpfully in a serious 
attempt to be of benefit to the 
SDA clergy and laymen.

Usually the written comments 
supplied voluntarily by respond 
ents to survey questionnaires are 
some of the most meaningful and 
constructive comments that can 
be made. In this case nearly 40 
per cent of those who returned 
the survey form also made addi 
tional comments. These comments 
ranged all the way from "Seventh- 
day Adventists are very arrogant  
they are dishonest," to "A truly
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Part 1

dedicated committed ministry and 
laity. I would indeed find it diffi 
cult to see where they could better 
serve their Lord or community or 
world." However, of the 40 per 
cent who made written comments, 
75 per cent of these comments 
were in one way or another criti 
cal of Seventh-day Adventists 
and/or their beliefs. In a survey of 
this kind, one would expect to 
find critical comments, but even 
in criticism one can see and un 
derstand the impact that SDA's 
are making on the Christian 
community.

Although these comments can 
be broken down into a number of 
different categories, they have 
been generalized into four broad 
areas: Ecumenism, Theology, 
Negative Reactions, and Positive 
Influences.

Ecumenism

The most consistent and critical 
comments came from those non- 
Adventist clergy who felt Seventh- 
day Adventists were exclusive, 
independent, separate, uncon 
cerned about others, indifferent, 
isolationists, et cetera. One 40- 
year-old pastor said, "They never 
have taken part in the ministerial 
associations where I have been 
pastor," while another who has 
been a pastor for sixteen years

flatly states, "The Sabbath day rule 
has often been the excuse of many 
to pass by the needs of a neighbor 
exactly as the Pharisee and the Le- 
vite in the story of the good 
Samaritan." And while these 
expressions of attitudes may be 
difficult to accept, perhaps the 
most cutting is the remark that 
simply says, "Their presence 
means little to the town most are 
not aware that they exist as there 
is no public witness and involve 
ment."

It is not the intention of this 
report to point accusations to our 
own ministry, laity, or even to 
become defensive of our theology 
and beliefs. It is the intention to 
bring an awareness of what pastors 
of other denominations think or 
feel about Seventh-day Adventists. 
Whether or not the situation is 
relevant for any one particular 
community is for the reader to 
decide. Below are quotations from 
those who believe SDA's are ig 
noring the Christian community as 
a whole and are determined to 
live only within their own sphere. 
The responses were given in an 
swer to the question, How can 
Seventh-day Adventists be of 
greater service?

If their clergy would become a part of 
the ministerial associations, we would 
know their beliefs better.

There should be more fellowship and 
recognition of other churches. [They 
should] slip out of their self-imposed 
ghetto.

They give the impression that they have 
the last word on everything.

By adapting a more ecumenical appre 
ciation for other denominations and still 
hold firm to their own beliefs.

In our city, they could be more open. I 
don't know whether their size of congre 
gation is a factor or not, but I have not met 
one here in the year I have been here. 
[Note: Someone has to be aware of this 
pastor's existence since the names were 
contributed by the local SDA church.]

The SDA's, more than any other denomi 
nation, are oblivious to 'their neighbors' 
physical needs. Their missionary program 
seems to be different.

The "aloofness" of many SDA's makes it 
difficult to know them.

Why do SDA's separate black and white 
believers?

SDA clergy and lay people could begin 
to tear down some of the fences they 
erected themselves; if the concern is to be a 
part of the entire religious community in 
this country, then SDA clergy will have to 
participate meaning to share, not to 
insist that theirs is the only way to believe.

This last statement is perhaps 
the most serious and difficult 
challenge facing the SDA clergy

today. This pastor has challenged 
Seventh-day Adventists right to 
the very core of theology and 
desire for community service. "If 
the concern is to be a part of the 
entire religious community . . . 
then SDA clergy will have to 
participate meaning to share. ..." 
It is interesting to note, this pastor 
said "share" not "compromise," 
and so the challenge is to become 
part of the community, and yet 
hold to a particular set of beliefs. 
It is a challenge worth accepting.

Theology

The second main concern was in 
the area of theology. This has 
primarily to do with faith versus 
works and law versus grace. This 
is an area in which Seventh-day 
Adventists could expect to receive 
considerable criticism. Whenever 
the words "law" and "works" are 
mentioned, Seventh-day Advent 
ists seem to convey to others these 
particular aspects as representing 
the entire theology. Some were 
blunt in getting their point across. 
"Don't push the seventh day." 
Others more subtly suggested that 
Seventh-day Adventists "stop 
obscuring the gospel of Christ 
with human legalism and human 
adventures in prophecy." Again it 
seems more appropriate to simply 
present some of the suggestions 
offered by the clergymen them 
selves: How can Seventh-day 
Adventists be of greater service?

Your literature does not always seem to 
be Christ-centered.

By using the whole message of the 
gospel salvation comes solely through 
Jesus Christ.

Concentrate less on external symbols of 
faith such as tea & coffee, seventh day, et 
cetera.

Put more emphasis on personally know 
ing Christ. Less emphasis on the law  
more on loving serving because of love, 
not just because of fear.

Should overcome legalism, Sabbatarian 
ism, vegetarianism, literalism of Second 
Advent.

It seems to me that SDA's are more 
concerned with laws and rules for living 
than helping people to cope with their 
problems.

Faith or works? SDA's do not know.
Get with the world and worship on their 

day.
Just stick to the Bible and not the writ 

ings of Mrs. White. Example: If I say, 
"Christ said" don't answer me, as some 
do, "But Mrs. White says." And you might 
try "the Christian's Lord's Day" (Sunday)  
rather than the Jewish Sabbath.

There seems to be little doubt 
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that other members of the Chris 
tian community are deeply con 
cerned with the way in which 
Seventh-day Adventists relate to 
law and works, especially the 
Seventh-day Sabbath. However, 
it often comes down to choosing 
the various options open to 
Seventh-day Adventists in dealing 
with the reality of presenting such 
a severe departure from the 
present line of Christian thought. 
Is it possible that a spoonful of 
sugar will let the medicine go 
down? It might be sweetened, but 
it can still be a bitter pill to 
swallow even when Christ is made 
the central theme in all Seventh- 
day Adventist teachings.

Negative Reactions

This section could also be 
entitled, Additional Negative 
Reactions, or at least in the 
category of Miscellaneous, since 
it includes critical comments made 
by the non-SDA clergy in areas not 
concerned with ecumenism and 
theology. Such areas as solicita 
tion, proselyting, deceitfulness, 
self-righteousness, and truth and 
error, are included here as having 
a negative effect on other people 
as seen through the eyes of the 
clergy. One pastor suggests that 
Seventh-day Adventists "give up 
their errors and become only 
Christians," while another be 
lieves SDA's "to be a cult, hereti 
cal, not Christian in the Biblical 
sense of the word."

It must be remembered that the 
negative comments in this particu 
lar category are not simply con 
structive criticisms. Rather they are 
militant statements that indicate 
that Seventh-day Adventists should 
not even be considered in the 
Christian community. As one pas 
tor states so emphatically, "They 
are a shame to the true Christian 
community. Surely our Lord Jesus 
Christ is displeased with their be 
liefs and practices."These negative 
reactions represent about 10 per 
cent of all those who responded 
to the questionnaire. This is a sig 
nificant number and consists of 
about 25 per cent of all those who 
offered some written comment. 
Here are some examples:

Some of your pamphlets I have received 
in the last three years were "divisive in 
Christ" instead of unifying in Christ. Need 

less to say I referred them to the waste- 
paper basket.

I sincerely feel SDA's are very dishonest 
in propagating their church. Mainly through 
their literature. They try to enroll people 
into their doctrinal dogma by first having 
them purchase supposedly innocent chil 
dren's books.

There is not a chance in the world that 
E. C. White was of Cod not even a slight 
chance. If you really want to help, burn her 
books, receive Christ and preach Christ.

Get rid of E. G. White books and stick to 
the Bible alone.

I believe many Seventh-day Adventists 
are sincere and want to be of help but so 
do the Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses 
(et cetera). The world's most wicked will 
often want to "help." I believe SDA's could 
be of greater service if they would abandon 
their present ideas and start over with just 
God and the Bible. ... To be of greater 
service I would say SDA's need love. They 
do not have any at all now.

At the present I believe your "good 
works" are too self-centered to be of much 
service to the community of God's people.

[My] chief complaint is solicitation dur 
ing the Christmas season; especially in 
areas where you have no church.

Support your own work without can 
vassing from people at large.

Concentrate on winning the lost to Christ 
rather than sheep-stealing.

The greatest disservice that the SDA's do 
for the community is to insist on "saving" 
active churchmen from other congrega 
tions even if it means splitting up a family. 
How often I have heard, "well at least one 
is saved." That is, the one is a member of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. At a 
time when we need more unity their aim 
seems to be less unity.

Stop soliciting door to door. Stop send 
ing small children to do this job to gain 
sympathy.

Seventh-day Adventists are deceitful in 
never printing their name on any of the 
material they publish.

Whether justified or not, real or 
imaginary, the above comments 
were made by clergy who appar 
ently came into contact in one 
form or another with Seventh-day 
Adventists, but came away dis 
illusioned.

Positive Influence

It always seems appropriate to 
save the best for the last, and it is 
encouraging to know there were 
some positive comments to save. 
The remaining remarks represent 
a positive outlook toward Seventh- 
day Adventists. This ranged from 
"continue as you are!" to an ex 
tremely complimentary and en 
couraging statement that "you 
seem to be fulfilling your mission 
for Christ better than many de 
nominations." Before becoming

self-satisfied, however, it should 
be recognized that the total posi 
tive responses represented only 
5 per cent of all who responded 
to the survey, and 13 per cent of 
those who volunteered written 
comments on the question, How 
can Seventh-day Adventists be of 
better service?

Continue your emphasis on clean living 
with respect to the body being God's temple.

Continue in your warm, friendly, exuber 
ant spirit and cooperation with the com 
munity.

The SDA's I know are fine representa 
tives of Christ.

[Need to] have more like my SDA Chris 
tian friend in thefactory warm, concerned, 
dedicated, Christ-like.

Continue to promote such clergy-hospi 
tal relationships as at the ..................... God
continue to give you His power.

They have a reputation for being "good, 
hardworking people."

I admire SDA's tenacious loyalty to the 
Church. While I believe they are wrong on 
some points, I admire their devotion. I do 
not believe an aunt was expressing real 
Adventist belief when she told me once: 
"If there is ever any question, we must take 
what Mrs. White said about the Bible."

Continue their independence and strong 
support for separation of church and state, 
especially regarding public taxes and sup 
port of religious schools.

I admire the emphasis on pure, unadul 
terated foods.

I appreciate your firmness in establishing 
Christ-centered schools. I spent the greater 
part of my profession to help establish, 
maintain and improve such schools.

Your piety and works of charity is to be 
copied.

Your publications are excellent could 
they be more widely distributed or could 
an intensive advertising campaign be insti 
tuted?

Get me a piece of information, I would 
like to know more about you.

And so it is, positive, negative, 
critical, constructive, helpful, de 
fensive, antagonistic . . . many 
views of Seventh-day Adventists. 
Some clergy have been misin 
formed, some have a limited view, 
others have no views. Still others 
have keen insights into Seventh- 
day Adventists and their beliefs. 
Regardless of particular views, 
there is an impression being left 
on the Christian community as 
seen through the eyes of the non- 
Adventist clergy. What kind of view 
do you find in your local commu 
nity? It most likely depends on 
whatever your church has made it.

[Next month we will provide a 
statistical analysis of the study with 
questions included on the ques 
tionnaire.] D
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ACTION AT AVON DALE

N A plaque outside the office of Reginald Ansett, 
owner of the largest private travel network in the Southern 
Hemisphere, is a lengthy quotation that someday could 
well be his epitaph. It reads:

"Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence. 
Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccess 
ful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is 
almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of 
educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone 
are omnipotent. The slogan 'press on' has solved, and 
always will solve, the problems of the human race."

We can't agree entirely with this philosophy, but we can 
agree with the spirit of the man a spirit that symbolizes 
the spirit of the Australasian Division laymen and workers. 
They are a persistent, determined, indomitable group.

Nothing could have made me happier than to take part 
in another Extension School. To fellowship with eighty-six 
ministers from various parts of that division is an exhilarat 
ing experience. There is a spirit of optimism, victory, devo 
tion, and eagerness that is just plain contagious. I have a 
number of close friends from that section of Cod's earth 
who seem to be above average in knowledge and ability, 
and believe me they are a challenging people to associate 
with.

I left a bit earlier than the other teachers and what a 
farewell they gave me. In a written note addressed to 
"Dear Brother Bob," they informed me, among other 
things, that there was an opening for an assistant pastor 
for the Dora Creek church. (Ellen G. White traveled up 
Dora Creek in 1894 to locate the land for Avondale Col 
lege.) I might add that Dora Creek's population is well 
under fifty thousand more like five hundred! Frankly,

nothing would make me happier than to live in the calm 
atmosphere around Dora Creek.

A word about the school program. Hans K. La Rondelle 
directed the Andrews University Extension School that 
convened from December 5, 1972 through January 24, 
1973. He also taught a stimulating course in systematic 
theology titled "Righteousness by Faith." A. P. Salom from 
Avondale College taught "Exegesis of the Book of Hebrews." 
Dr. J. Wayne McFarland and I taught "Health Evangelism," 
which included a daily physical fitness program plus a 
cooking school and a bit of gardening. A non-credit course 
on the work of the pastor was also offered.

Scriptural studies combined with the gospel of health 
offered the students a balanced practical program. New 
insights were gained in the use of a wholistic evangelistic 
approach. The three angels' messages were seen in a set 
ting that touches the mental, spiritual, physical and social 
spheres of man's existence. One minister remarked, "I 
never before realized that the redeeming power of the 
gospel saves the whole man, not just a part of him."

G. F. Clifford, Avondale's academic dean and registrar, 
efficiently organized the numerous details connected with 
an extension school. From the Division president, Bob 
Frame, to the dormitory janitors, we visitors from America 
were cared for royally.

Weekends were spent in visiting camp meetings and a 
division-wide youth congress. Our brethren made sure 
that we earned our salary! We could never accuse them 
of permitting us to waste any time. But isn't that the way it 
should be?

Fellowship together during those weeks has left deep 
impressions on minds and hearts, the influence of which 
will be felt wherever we go. Our heaven home was 
brought closer as we contemplated the reality of being to 
gether as a group on an eternal basis with our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Who could ask for anything better? D

J. R. S.

Extension School 
in Orient

SODEGAURA-MACHI, JAPAN  
More than one hundred ministers, 
students, and Bible teachers at 
tended a three-week summer 
session last year on the campus 
of Saniku Gakuin College (Japan 
Missionary College) in Japan.

Sponsored by Loma Linda Uni 
versity Extension, the session fea 
tured courses on the atonement 
and the sanctuary, grace and the 
gospel, counseling, methods and 
materials of research, and sociol 
ogy-

Dr. Edward Heppenstall, professor of systematic theology at Loma Linda University, 
conducted the seminar. Also on the teaching faculty were Shozo Tabuchi, academic 
dean at Saniku Gakuin College, and R. E. Klimes, the college president.

In addition to those in attendance at the summer session from Japan, there were 
also workers from the Korean Union Mission and the South China Union Mission.

According to Mr. Klimes, the extension school program "proved not only to be an 
academic challenge and opportunity for intellectual broadening, but also a time of 
spiritual feasting and revival."

Plans have been laid, he adds, for a continuing education program that calls for a 
similar summer school in alternating years. D

R. E. KLIMES 
President, Saniku Gakuin College, Japan
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I\OMAN CATHOLICS are 
Johnny-come-latelies on the ecu 
menical scene. In fact, their ecu 
menism has been in large measure 
a response to Protestant and Or 
thodox initiatives. Like much else 
it began with Vatican II. Ever since, 
however, the question of Christian 
unity has been given more than 
an occasional and passing glance. 
It has been raised by Rome in all 
its breadth and in its innumera 
ble doctrinal and pastoral implica 
tions. So much so that Roman 
Catholic membership in the World 
Council of Churches has become 
an immediate issue on the Catho 
lic agenda.

The story of this reorientation 
is difficult to tell. An objective 
survey is hardly possible, not only 
because Vatican II has shattered 
the uniformity of the Roman Cath 
olic Church and rendered many 
positions more fluid in Roman 
Catholicism, but more particu 
larly because we are still too close 
to the events that brought about 
the change. What further compli 
cates the problem is that the re- 
orientation is still in process.

In the early period of the ecu 
menical movement, the Roman 
Catholic Church declined invi 
tations to participate in the move 
ments that later led to the forma 
tion of the World Council of 
Churches. Mortafium Animos, 
1928 encyclical of Pope Pius XII, 
issued shortly after the Lausanne 
Conference on Faith and Order, 
was unequivocal: "It is clear that 
the Apostolic See can by no means 
take part in these assemblies nor 
is it in any way lawful for Catholics 
to give such enterprises their 
encouragement and support. If 
they did so, they would be giving 
countenance to a false Christianity 
quite alien to the one Church of 
Christ." 1

Today, less than fifty years later, 
the difficulties that looked so 
massive no longer appear quite 
so significant. Roman Catholics 
"take part in these assemblies" 
at any level. Priests and sisters 
from several religious orders pres 
ently work full or part-time on the

Raoul Dederen is an associate editor 
of Ministry and a professor of the 
ology and Christian philosophy at 
Andrews University.
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staff of the U.S. National Council 
of Churches. Others serve as full- 
members in different agencies of 
National and World councils. Joint 
commissions, bilateral conversa 
tions, and working groups are 
busy clarifying differences of con 
viction and cooperatively carrying 
out activities on the social side of 
the agenda.

No man single-handedly, not 
even John XXIII, initiated the 
Roman Catholic ecumenical con 
cern. Many factors have been at 
work, but the major impetus came 
from the Second Vatican Council 
(1962 to 1965) when it laid a new 
basis for Catholic participation in 
the ecumenical movement by 
recognizing the significance to 
Roman Catholics of the faith and 
religious life of Christians of other 
traditions. Thus, the decree On 
Ecumenism, defining the relation 
ship of non-Roman Catholics 
to the Roman Catholic Church, 
affirms that those who, outside 
the communion of the Roman 
Catholic Church, are brought to 
faith in Christ and are baptized, 
are members of the body of Christ. 
While they do not belong to the 
Catholic Church, nevertheless 
they are fundamentally in com 
munion with it through faith and 
baptism (article 3, paragraph 1). 
They "belong by right to the one 
Church of Christ" and "have a 
right to be honored by the title of 
Christian" (paragraph 2). They are 
no longer seen as isolated indi 
viduals, but as members of 
"churches and ecclesial commu 
nities" the "ecclesial reality" of

which is no longer questioned. 
Even these communities are means 
that the Spirit of Christ uses to 
lead their members to salvation. 
Indeed, they "have by no means 
been deprived of significance and 
importance in the mystery of sal 
vation . . ." (paragraph 4).

It must be recorded that a lurk 
ing fear remains that the real aim 
of Rome can finally be none other 
than "return," but statements 
such as these undoubtedly repre 
sent a decisive reorientation in 
the ecumenical thought of the 
Roman Catholic Church.

Once Vatican ll's documents 
had been promulgated, meetings, 
dialog, and cooperation were no 
longer confined to special circles. 
They became the task of the Ro 
man Catholic Church as a whole. 
After the Council, therefore, 
Roman Catholic participation in 
the ecumenical movement became 
increasingly the rule, although 
there have been considerable 
differences from place to place. 
Bilateral conversations with in 
dividual confessions were set up 
to examine and discuss the diffi 
cult theological problems separat 
ing, for instance, Roman Catholics 
from Lutherans, Anglicans, Meth 
odists, et cetera. Encounter and 
cooperation, however, were still 
to be sought at another level, a 
level where all churches, even 
though they are still divided, re 
main in permanent contact, an 
ticipating an ultimate fellowship 
and as far as possible bearing a 
common witness. Thus, relation 
ships with the World Council of



Trends

Churches became of the greatest 
importance.

But was it possible for the Roman 
Catholic Church to enter into rela 
tionship with the World Council of 
Churches, which, let us remem 
ber, is not a church but a fellow 
ship of churches? The World 
Council has no authority over its 
member churches. As its consti 
tution and rules indicate, it cannot 
speak or act for them. In the 
matter of achieving unity they 
alone are competent to act. But 
could the World Council remain 
aloof? Was it not bound to act in 
the name of its member churches 
within the limits set to seize the 
opportunity that presented itself 
of developing the ecumenical 
movement?

For this purpose, a Joint Work 
ing Group was set up in 1965 to 
clarify some basic questions, in 
particular the understanding of 
each member church of the ecu 
menical movement. At first it lim 
ited itself to identifying and 
encouraging possibilities for co 
operation between Roman Catholic 
organizations and various agencies 
of the World Council. Soon it car 
ried out specific theological 
studies, some of them of great im 
portance. As cooperation grew, 
the issue became even more 
pointed. Was it conceivable that 
the Roman Catholic Church might 
become a full member of the 
World Council of Churches?

Individual writers began discuss 
ing the question. The General 
Assembly of the World Council 
brought it up at Uppsala in 1968,

and Pope Paul VI mentioned it in 
1969. Eventually the Joint Working 
Group decided to tackle the prob 
lem. Its report has been published 
in the July, 1972, issue of The 
Ecumenical Review. 2 Interestingly 
enough, after two years of delib 
eration of its own, another joint 
study committee published a few 
months earlier, in February, 1972, 
a Report on possible membership 
of the Roman Catholic Church in 
the U.S.'s National Council of 
Churches. 3 As was to be expected 
both documents state the issue 
and supply the answer along simi 
lar lines.

The Joint Roman Catholic 
Church-World Council of Churches 
report has been sent by each body 
to its constituent leadership for 
careful study and reaction. It tries 
to shed light on the various aspects 
 pro and con—of the member 
ship question and is bound to 
stimulate widespread reaction. 
Strongly underlining the necessity 
of closer relations between the 
two parties, it points to Roman 
Catholic full membership in the 
World Council of Churches as the 
most realistic approach to the 
various alternatives of rapproche 
ment.

It is worth noting here that the 
question of Roman Catholic mem 
bership in the World Council of 
Churches can be answered quickly, 
at least as far as the World Council 
is concerned. There is, in fact, no 
valid reason in principle, against 
such membership. However, if 
there are no theological objec 
tions, there are problems of suffi 

cient importance that a full mem 
bership of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the World Council of 
Churches can hardly be expected 
in the immediate future. During 
his visit to the World Council head 
quarters in Geneva in 1969, Pope 
Paul VI referred to this fact in 
very definite terms: "In fraternal 
frankness," he said, "we do not 
consider that the question of mem 
bership of the Catholic Church 
in the World Council of Churches 
is so mature that a positive an 
swer could or should be given. It 
contains serious theological and 
pastoral implications and needs 
profound study. It commits us to 
a way that honesty recognizes will 
be long and difficult."

What are these difficulties? Some 
are clearly delineated in the Joint 
Working Group report. Whereas 
Roman Catholic membership in 
the World Council would mean 
one more step toward a visible 
expression of "the one ecumenical 
movement" of which Rome con 
siders itself a part, it also raises a 
certain number of questions. 
Some Roman Catholics feel that an 
organizational link with the World 
Council of Churches may require, 
or at least be taken to signify, a 
renunciation of some distinctively 
Roman Catholic doctrines, 4 thereby 
encouraging a kind of doctrinal 
indifferentism they have been 
fighting for many generations.

Catholics also raise the question 
of the moral authority of the pope. 
Although the objection may be 
satisfactorily answered on the 
level of principle, faithful Roman 
Catholics may be led to believe 
that practically speaking the pope's 
authority would be compromised 
by closer relations with the World 
Council. 5 Others, used to investing 
their church's statements at the 
world level with a particularly 
binding character, are confused by 
the fact that the World Council's 
statements "have no constitutional 
authority nor juridically binding 
character." 6 Individual member 
churches remain free to endorse 
or to reject them. They manifestly 
do not fall within the category of 
encyclicals or conciliar decrees. 
From a Roman Catholic viewpoint, 
Catholic membership should im 
ply that the style of joint state 
ments be changed in more than 
one respect. 7
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Even shared programs have their 
liabilities. There is, for instance, 
the possibility that the Roman 
Catholic Church might find itself 
responsible in the popular mind 
at least for certain statements 
and programs which, from a Cath 
olic point of view, could not be 
fully endorsed. The divergence 
might very well be found with re 
gard to such issues as abortion, 
birth control, mixed marriages, 
and public aid to church-related 
schools. It is true that member 
churches here also are free to dis 
sociate themselves from statements 
of the Council on issues of this 
kind, but this would not en 
tirely alleviate a possible em 
barrassment.

These fears are legitimate and 
real from a Catholic viewpoint. 
Roman Catholics, however, are 
not alone in raising doubts about 
their church's participation in the 
World Council of Churches. World 
Council members have theirs too. 
It does not take long to discover 
that among other things the 
Roman Catholic Church differs 
from the World Council member 
churches in that it is a communion 
organized at the world level, 
whereas the World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of 
churches that are almost exclu 
sively national or regional entities. 
How can these two structures be 
reconciled? It has therefore been 
suggested that, if it joins the 
World Council, the Roman Catho 
lic Church do so "through those 
units that are comparable with the 
great majority of the present 
member churches," that is, at the 
level of the national episcopal con 
ferences.

In this case membership of the 
World Council would rise by some 
ninety members. One wonders 
however how such a form would 
take into account the particular 
relationships existing between 
the regional Catholic churches and 
the Roman See? On the other 
hand, how much autonomy would 
be conceded to such national en 
tities by a World Council whose 
rules require that a prospective 
member church be autonomous, 
and therefore "responsible to no 
other church for the conduct of 
its own life, including the training, 
ordination and maintenance of its 
ministry, . . . and the use of funds

at its disposal from whatever 
source"?8

There are other vexing prob 
lems. To what extent, for instance, 
will Rome expect its doctrines of 
papal infallibility and universal 
jurisdiction to determine the form 
of its fellowship with other Chris 
tian communions in the World 
Council? Would the exercise of 
the papal ministry in this new 
fellowship be relativized or would 
it rather create the impression 
that the Pope was speaking and 
acting on behalf of the World 
Council of Churches and its 
member churches?9 Paul VI him 
self judges the Papacy to be "un 
doubtedly the gravest obstacle in 
the path of ecumenism." 10

The juridical status of the Holy 
See also needs consideration. 
The Roman See has been recog 
nized as a juridical person in in 
ternational law. In 1929, the 
Lateran Treaty accorded it a terri 
tory of its own, the Vatican State. 
As a juridical person it does main 
tain diplomatic relations with 
other governments, and can con 
clude political treaties. In princi 
ple, the legal standing of the Holy 
See represents no fundamental 
objection to membership. But 
here again Rome differs so radi 
cally from all other member 
churches that many wonder 
whether full Roman Catholic par 
ticipation in the World Council of 
Churches would be an asset for 
the future of the ecumenical body. 
Or would Rome be willing to make 
this issue a matter of ecumenical 
discussion? 11

Supposing that the Roman Cath 
olic Church did join the World 
Council, a delicate problem of the 
balance of power would arise. It 
is numerically by far the largest 
Christian church. In fact, it encom 
passes approximately half of all 
Christians. On what principle 
would the size of Roman Catholic 
representation be determined? 
If Roman Catholics obtained vot 
ing representation on the Council's 
general board and in its assemblies 
in proportion to their numbers, 
would they not totally dominate? 
This would hardly be a way of 
condoning genuine dialog and 
fellowship. Addressing itself to the 
issue, the report has recom 
mended that Roman Catholic rep 
resentation and voting power

"should not be less than one fifth 
and not more than one third of the 
total number of delegates" (page 
277). And whether Roman Catho 
lics contribute to the budget in 
proportion to their number is a 
parallel question.

The list of problems presented 
here is far from complete. Others 
could have been added. The pre 
liminary study of the Joint Work 
ing Group itself has not exhausted 
all the aspects of the question. But 
in spite of all the difficulties, its 
members remain convinced that 
cooperation between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches must not only 
continue, it must be intensified. 
In trying to determine the appro 
priate form these closer relations 
should take, its report points to 
Roman Catholic membership in 
the World Council of Churches as 
the most realistic approach. The 
disadvantages attendant upon 
other procedures extending the 
collaborative relationships now 
existing, or dissolving the World 
Council and replacing it by a new 
fellowship of churches differently 
structured presently seem to out 
weigh the possible advantages.

The publication of the Joint 
Working Croup document is not 
the end of a probing, but an im 
portant step in a process of careful 
inquiry. Both the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catho 
lic Church have publicly reaffirmed 
their desire to remain in perma 
nent contact and to deepen their 
ecumenical fellowship as much as 
possible. The next step, a state 
ment of reserves or a formal appli 
cation for membership, rests now 
with the Roman Catholic Church.

n
FOOTNOTES

1 Cited in George Tavard, The Catholic Ap 
proach to Protestantism (New York: Harper), 
p. 107.

2 See "Patterns of Relationships Between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council 
of Churches," The Ecumenical Review, XXIV, 3, 
July, 1972, pp. 247-288.

3 See Report on Possible Roman Catholic 
Membership in the National Council of Churches 
by the Study Committee on the Relationships of 
the National Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church in the United States of America. 
Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic Con 
ference, 1972.

4 See "Patterns," pp. 264, 283.
5 Ibid., p. 265. 
8 Ibid., p. 257.
7 Ibid., pp. 284, 285.
8 Ibid., p. 273.
9 Ibid., pp. 285, 286.
10 See address to the 1967 general meeting of 

the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
SPCU Information Service, no. 2 (1967), p. 4.

11 See "Patterns," pp. 286, 287.

10 THE MINISTRY / JUNE, 1973



Music

Part I

PAUL HAMEL

The author has amplified
this series of articles in a chapter in
a forthcoming book by the Review and
Herald Publishing Association.

MlAN instinctively senses the value of music in 
his efforts to glorify God, and he has made it a part 
of his worship since Creation. In the words of one 
writer, "Church music is the peculiar means given 
by Cod to His children to return unto Him their 
praise and adoration in a way that has been one of 
the unique characteristics of the worshiping com 
munity from the first times when people gathered 
together to worship God." 1 The Christian needs the 
poetic aid of hymns and the exaltation of music to 
make Christianity come alive with splendor. Who, 
for instance, has not experienced the deep emo 
tions that are evoked by the beautiful religious music 
of Christmas? The good news of the life, death, 
resurrection, and promised return of our Lord finds 
its most lofty expression in the glorious music and 
thankful hymns of our church.

Music has a communicative power that surpasses 
that of speech. It is possible, of course, to commu-

Dr. Paul Hamel is chairman, Music Department, Andrews 
University, having been on the music staff at Andrews 
since 1947, the year before his graduation there. He also 
holds the Master of Music degree from Van Der Cook 
College of Music, Chicago, and his doctorate from Chi 
cago Musical College. He has been chairman of the Music 
Department at Andrews since 1955.

nicate desires, longings, hope, beliefs, joy, sorrow, 
and a host of other feelings by words alone. But to 
speak freely concerning his very personal emotions 
is not easy for man, and so he turns to music, for 
often music gives him an emotional freedom that is 
not easily achieved in any other way. Because it 
modifies his natural reserve, it causes him to be 
more receptive to the messages of the Holy Spirit.

The role of music in the religious life of man is to 
help him make and communicate discoveries about 
the meaning of life. From the standpoint of man 
music provides an avenue to truth. God, too, has a 
purpose for the art of music. "It is to find man and 
call him back to Himself." 2 The composer, the per 
former, and the listener each has a responsibility to 
discover and reveal meaning and truth as found in 
music. The greater the music, the more adequately 
is truth conveyed.

"Christ's message, in all its richness, must live 
in your hearts," Paul writes to the Colossians. 
"Teach and instruct each other with all wisdom. 
Sing psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God, 
with thanksgiving in your heart." 3

What Is a Hymn?
How can hymns be defined, and what are the 

criteria by which they may be evaluated? Augustine, 
in his commentary on Psalm 148, wrote, "Do you 
know what a hymn is? It is singing to the praise of 
God. If you praise God and do not sing, you utter 
no hymn. If you sing and praise not God, you utter 
no hymn. If you praise anything which does not per 
tain to the praise of God, though in singing you 
praise, you utter no hymn." 4 Augustine's statement, 
which has long stood as the classical definition of a 
hymn, has more recently been amplified as follows:

A Christian hymn is a lyric poem, reverently and devotionally 
conceived, which is designed to be sung and which expresses the 
worshiper's attitude toward God, or God's purposes in human life. 
It should be simple and metrical in form, genuinely emotional, 
poetic and literary in style, spiritual in quality, and in its ideas 
so direct and so immediately apparent as to unify a congregation 
while singing it.5

The following six criteria are based upon this 
concept of a hymn, as developed by William Reyn 
olds in his book A Survey of Christian Hymnody. 6 
These guiding principles in hymn evaluation refer to 
the words.

A hymn must be faithful to the Scriptures. Hymns based on 
Scriptural texts should not distort the meaning or insert ideas 
contrary to textual content. Those hymns that are not based 
directly on Scripture, but on Christian experience, should avoid 
the insertion of ideas not in keeping with scriptural content.

A hymn must be reverent and devotional. The style and tone 
of the hymn should be lofty in character, in keeping with liturgical 
propriety, and befitting public worship. Triviality and banality 
should be carefully avoided.

A hymn must be a poetic, lyrical expression. A hymn is a poem 
and the finest qualities of poetic expression should be evident. 
It should be simple in form, with ease and smoothness in move-
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merit. The ideas should be immediately apparent rather than 
subtly hidden in vagueness and complexity.

A hymn must express spiritual meaning. A hymn should deal 
with those experiences of the Christian life that are meaningful 
to the individual. The health and energy of Christian life should be 
strengthened by hymnic expression as an aid to constant Chris 
tian growth and development. Anemic, trite, or sickly sentimen- 
talism make no contribution in this regard.

A hymn must have structural soundness. The lines of the stanza 
and the stanzas of the hymn should have organic unity.

A hymn must be based on mutual experience. To be appro 
priate for congregational use, a hymn must be based on an 
experience or an idea common to the entire congregation. Ex 
pressions related to an extraordinary Christian experience pecul 
iar to one individual, however true, are inappropriate for con 
gregational use.

Important also in the evaluation of hymns for 
church use is the music to which the words are set. 
When we refer to quality in hymn tunes, the implica 
tion is that some of the tunes are musically superior 
to others. In the Church Hymnal there are hymn 
tunes that are works of art, while there are others 
that are not musically profound.

Time Changes Depth of Appreciation

As we mature, our appreciation of both literature 
and music changes. The poetry we learned in ele 
mentary school, while it may still be enjoyed, does 
not give us the satisfaction that it once did. An adult 
mind requires the stimulation of literature with more 
depth of meaning than can be understood by a child, 
and the same is true in music. A tune that brought us 
much pleasure in our childhood is no longer musi 
cally stimulating, except, perhaps, as by association 
it reminds us of happy occasions. So as a Christian 
grows in age and in spiritual sensitivity, his growth 
will be reflected in the hymns and tunes that he will 
choose. For example, "All Hail the Power of Jesus' 
Name" is more satisfying to the adult Christian than 
is that perennial favorite of children, "Jesus Loves 
Me."

On the other hand, it would not be good judg 
ment to do away with all hymns that are not musi 
cally superior. People seldom hear hymns as music 
alone, because there is so much of memory wrapped 
up in them. When I was a boy of six, "Standing on 
the Promises" was my favorite hymn. Since our fam 
ily was geographically isolated from other Seventh- 
day Adventists, our Sabbath school was conducted 
in the living room, with two or three short, straight 
rows of dining room chairs serving as pews. At these 
Sabbath school sessions 1 frequently asked my par 
ents if we could sing my special hymn. These home 
services linger in my memory. They were precious 
times when our family was drawn especially close, 
as together we enjoyed the Sabbath days. Because 
of these associations, "Standing on the Promises" 
remains one of my favorite hymns. Even though as a 
musician I now recognize that the hymn tune is 
inferior to many others, yet when I hear the music, 
or even when it comes to my mind, 1 experience an 
emotion that is priceless to me.

A Catholic priest who left his Protestant church 
as a young man told of his appreciation of a particu 
lar hymn. " 'In the Garden' may be good music, it 
may be bad music, but I wouldn't know," he com 
mented. "All I know is that it is the first hymn I 
remember as a little boy, it is the hymn that was

sung at the funerals of my brother, my mother, and 
my father. How I feel about it is totally unrelated to 
its merits as music." 7 We should all be permitted to 
cherish certain hymns that have special meaning to 
us. However, this is not to say that we should be un 
willing and unhappy to learn new hymns as we con 
tinue the process of growth and maturation.

Hymn singing should usually be a happy activity. 
The Bible has much to say about true happiness. "A 
merry heart doeth good like a medicine" 8 is a prov 
erb that needs constant application to everyday 
situations. It is significant that most scriptural refer 
ences to music refer to it in terms of joy, gladness, 
victory, and praise, although there is also a place in 
the life of the Christian for somber and solemn sing 
ing. Again and again the Psalmist exhorts us to sing 
joyfully, loudly, and victoriously. "Let the saints be 
joyful ... let them sing aloud." 9 "Sing unto him a 
new song; play skilfully with a loud noise." 10 "Make 
a joyful noise unto God all ye lands; Sing forth the 
honour of his name; make his praise glorious." 1X

Hymns are usually thought of as songs of praise 
to God, and it is through them that Christians "sing 
forth the honour of his [God's] name: [and] make 
his praise glorious." But there is another type of 
song that is also meaningful and important in the 
religious experience. In contrast with hymns of 
praise such as "My Maker and My King," there is 
gospel music that tells of personal experience. Gos 
pel singing is comparable to a testimony meeting in 
which common trials and victories over temptation 
are shared with others for the purpose of encourage 
ment. An example of this kind of song is "I've Wan 
dered Far Away From God, Now I'm Coming Home."

The Merit of Gospel Music

Among church musicians there has long been a 
controversy concerning the relative merits of gospel 
music as compared with hymns. In the music of the 
church there is a place for the testimony of gospel 
songs as well as for the more sublime musical ex 
pressions contained in hymns. There are, however, 
certain problems in the selection of gospel songs. 
Since many gospel songs demand little or no com 
mitment, describe without too much discernment, 
and sometimes discourse without finding truth, their 
exclusive use may tend to be a substitution for some 
of the finer graces of a life of worship and may lead 
to directionless churchliness. 12

In spite of these weaknesses, much good for the 
Lord has been accomplished through gospel music. 
Robert Stevenson says:

Gospel hymnody has been a plough digging up the hardened 
surfaces of pavemented minds. Its very obviousness has been 
its strength. Where delicacy or dignity can make no impress, 
gospel hymnody stands up triumphing. . . . Sankey's songs are 
true folk music of the people. Dan Emmitt and Stephen Foster 
only did in secular music what Ira D. Sankey and P. P. Bliss did 
as validly and effectively in sacred music. 13

According to the Harvard Dictionary of Music, 
"Folk song may be defined as the musical repertory 
and tradition of communities. ... It develops anony 
mously, usually among the 'lower classes,' together 
with artless poems dealing with the various phases 
of daily life." 14 When it is given a religious theme, 
it becomes gospel folk music.
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The Effectiveness of the Folk Gospel Song

If it was possible for folk music to be used 
effectively in the nineteenth century as a "plough 
digging up the hardened surfaces of pavemented 
minds," would it not then be possible, one might 
ask, for the folk gospel music of the present decade 
of the twentieth century to be used with equal 
effectiveness? One cannot ignore the fact that folk 
idioms are here, are being used in many Seventh- 
day Adventist churches, and that they possess force 
and validity as musical styles and as reflections of 
powerful currents of thought and action in con 
temporary life. The question is, Is it possible for the 
church to use these idioms in any way, and can it 
find some kind of procedure or guide for their use? 
The problem of finding an answer is complicated by 
the necessity of considering both the words and the 
music in any discussion of the problem.

Some are asking if the folk music style presently 
being introduced into many church services is in 
deed folk music at all. Music publishers have found 
a new gold mine in the religious folk music interest. 
They are busily propagating the idea that folk songs 
used in worship spring spontaneously from the 
people, and are therefore an authentic expression 
of the religious experience of the common man. 
An analysis of most of the recently published folk 
music reveals, however, that these songs are not by 
the "folk," but are by well-paid song writers who 
try to make them folk-like in the interest of in 
creased sales.

There are those who point out, and correctly, 
that Martin Luther used folk song tunes for many 
hymns. Is this sufficient justification for the wide 
spread use of folk song idioms in present-day 
services? It was Luther's intention for Christians to 
sing a new experience for most of them, since they 
had come out of Catholicism, which did not foster 
congregational hymn singing. The use of familiar 
secular tunes (although Luther had refined the 
music and provided new harmonizations) made it 
easier for the formerly mute Christians to sing. Per 
haps a similar situation exists today, and some may 
argue that in order to get our young people to sing 
their faith, it may be necessary to cease emphasizing 
only some of our commonly used hymns and 
anthems and replace them with music that is associ 
ated with the trends of the new generation. On the 
other hand, if new music is to be learned, why does 
it too often have to be composed by amateur musi 
cians who pride themselves on little or no musical 
background?

Of all the hymn tunes used by Luther only the 
superior have survived. Likewise, only the best of 
the new hymn tunes that are now being introduced 
will survive. It may be difficult at the present time to 
determine which of the new tunes are musically 
effective enough to continue to be used by succeed 
ing generations, but an educated guess is that there 
will be very few. Yet to reject all folk music would 
be as unwise as to accept all of it unquestioningly. 
We ought to be willing to accept the finest examples 
of the newer songs that seem to speak with elo 
quence to so many young people. At the same time, 
those who have been using the old standard hymns

for decades cannot and should not be expected to 
suddenly abandon something that has been mean 
ingful to them in their Christian growth.

Since the medium in today's folk music often 
seems to be of nearly equal importance with the 
words and music, the guitar, as an almost implicit 
part of the folk-style gospel music, cannot be 
ignored. The guitar, together with its predecessors, 
has an honored place in the history of music. Many 
of the world's renowned composers wrote for the 
guitar, and the instrument has served both as an 
outlet for the feelings of the common man and as 
an interpreter of profound classical music. But to 
accept the guitar does not mean that there must be 
a rejection of other types of music or performance. 
There is serious doubt that the guitar can ever re 
place the majesty of the organ in the worship service, 
but more than one style of music may be appropri 
ate in worship, and one must recognize the varying 
cultural levels of church congregations. As someone 
has aptly observed, "the worshipper whose concept 
of high musical art is the Lawrence Welk Show is not 
likely to respond to Bach or Sowerby." ls

It would seem that the point of Psalm 150 is that 
all musical instruments may be used to praise the 
Lord. However, the matter of association does pre 
sent a problem for some worshipers. My personal 
feeling about guitars in a church service corresponds 
rather closely to an opinion expressed in the Lu 
theran-oriented journal, Church Music:

In my own case, great works such as the St. Matthew Passion 
speak the Gospel more sharply and more profoundly than any 
number of spoken words. By the same token, the guitar songs 
that are so much in vogue just now say nothing to me at best and, 
at worst, convey vapidities which cheapen when they do not 
distort the Gospel message. But here we enter into the area of 
taste, tradition, preconditioning, age level, and many other varia 
bles. It would seem to me to be one of the many difficult tasks 
of the church musician to know those whom he seeks to serve so 
that, like the apostles on the day of Pentecost, he may speak to 
many (musical) tongues and languages each in his own tongue. 
Our fathers had to learn that English can carry the weight of the 
Gospel as well as German. We may have to learn that guitar music 
can carry the weight of the Gospel as well as more traditional 
forms. 16 D

(To be continued)

FOOTNOTES
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5 Ibid., p. 8.
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B0RGE SCHANTZ

W,ITH the cooperation of the 
Danish Bible Society, the Naerum 
Town Council Library, and a local 
Bible collection, the Naerum 
Seventh-day Adventist church 
recently had a Bible exhibition, 
"The Bible 73." It was immediately 
followed by a series of evangelistic 
meetings.

This exhibition included two 
hundred fifty Bibles valued at five 
hundred thousand D.kr. (approx. 
US$66,500) and included a mara 
thon reading of the entire Bible. 
News reports of the event ap 
peared in all the leading national 
newspapers of Denmark and were 
carried by the State-owned Danish 
Broadcasting System.

The idea for a Bible exhibition 
originated with the publishing and 
temperance secretary of the West 
Nordic Union, Kaj Pedersen. He 
was running Narco-Weeks (an

Bfirge Schantz is a pastor-evangelist 
in the Naerum district of East Den 
mark.
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Nationally Publicized Bible 
Exhibition Launches Evangelistic 
Meetings in Denmark

exhibition on drug-abuse) in dif 
ferent towns in Denmark. When I 
visited one of his exhibitions, he 
said to me, "The next thing I am 
going to have is a Bible exhibition." 
I thought, Here is an idea that we 
could use in the Naerum Sev 
enth-day Adventist church. Our 
church, situated about ten miles 
north of Copenhagen, is an attrac 
tive building serving about four 
hundred members.

The church board and the two 
associate pastors, Richard Miiller 
and Jens Evald Andreasen, agreed 
to the idea, so we formed a com 
mittee of fifteen persons to take 
care of the different aspects of the 
program. Pastor Miiller suggested 
that we should have a marathon 
reading of the Bible in connection 
with the exhibition.

In the church we had the facili 
ties, the manpower, and the 
plans. Now we turned outside for 
support, first to the Danish Bible 
Society. Its leaders were interested 
in the exhibition and promised to



lend us the most modern transla 
tion of the Bible in Danish, Faroe- 
Island language, and Greenlandic. 
The secretary of the Bible Society 
is Halfdan Hoegsbro, a retired 
bishop of the Lutheran Church 
(State church of Denmark). We 
invited him to come and open the 
exhibition.

We then shared our plans with 
the directors of the local Town 
Council Library. They asked if 
they could be part of the program 
and offered to supply us with old 
Bibles from the Royal Library and 
the University Library of Copen 
hagen as well as glass cases for

for the exhibition area. In the 
adjoining rooms we set up a 
division with pictures from the 
Bible story and five different films 
to be shown hourly on the Bible 
lands and the work of the Bible 
societies.

First-night attendance was three 
hundred. The opening address 
was given by Bishop Hoegsbro, who 
talked on the work of the Danish 
Bible Society. Present also was the 
head librarian from the Town 
Council, who brought greetings 
and praised the initiative of the 
church in having this exhibition. 
The president of the East Denmark

Left: Pastor B^rge Schantz, with a high school class, observing a 
thirteenth-century Latin Bible written on leather. Below: A por 
tion of the exhibit area. Below left: Bishop Halfdan Hoegsbro, 
secretary of the Danish Bible Society, closes the marathon reading 
of the Bible.

the precious Bibles. A local 
craftsman, 75 years of age, has 
been a collector of Bibles since he 
was eight years old and his most 
precious Bibles were the core of 
the exhibition. Among his Bibles 
were the Pauline letters written in 
Latin in 1482 called Paulus Dia- 
conus; the Hexapla from 1660; and 
one page from the original Guten 
berg Bible of 1455.

The local newspaper published 
three articles about the exhibition 
and our plans. In the first of these 
articles, which was written by the 
church press secretary, Axel Kjoel- 
ler, we requested information 
about the oldest and most in 
teresting Bibles in the area. Many 
responded to this article. At the 
appropriate time we sent out 
fifteen thousand handbills ad 
vertising the exhibition.

A church member who is an in 
door decorator was responsible

Conference, Henning Jacobsen, 
encouraged those present to 
enroll as members of the Bible 
Society and gave the bishop a 
check of D.kr. 1,000 (approx. U.S. 
$130) for the work of the Bible 
Society. The president of the West 
Nordic Union, Jens Madsen, asked 
for God's blessing on the exhibi 
tion, "The Bible 73," and on the 
work of the Bible Society.

Next morning the exhibition 
opened and many students from 
schools in the neighborhood 
visited the church.

In connection with the exhibi 
tion we had a Bible quiz with eight 
questions on the Bible. All the 
answers could be found in the 
exhibition area. Bibles and books 
on the Bible were the prizes. 
About seven hundred people took 
part in the quiz, supplying us at 
the same time with their ad 
dresses. In the six days the exhibi 

tion was open three thousand 
four hundred people visited the 
Seventh-day Adventist church, 
many of them for the first time. 

On the Saturday night of the 
exhibition week a church concert 
was held. Taking part in this 
program was the Skodsborg Choir 
directed by Knud Svendsen. Solo 
violinist Tom Hoist arranged the 
program. Never before did so 
many visitors attend a meeting in 
our church.

On Tuesday morning the mara 
thon reading of the whole Bible 
began. From Genesis to Revela 
tion it took 83 1/2 hours to read 
the 1,250 pages of the Danish 
Authorized Version. The Bible on 
the communion table was used for 
the reading. One hundred and 
forty different persons, each read 
ing half an hour, took part. The 
youngest was 13 and the oldest 
96 years of age. Among the par 
ticipants in the Bible reading were 
students, craftsmen, laborers, 
doctors, housewives, pastors, 
pensioners, technicians, pharma 
cists, and a bishop.

When the Lutheran bishop read 
the last chapter of Revelation on 
Friday night there were two 
hundred present to listen.

The marathon reading of the 
whole Bible and the exhibition 
"The Bible 73" really hit the press. 
I do not think that any other single 
event in the almost one-hundred- 
year history of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Denmark drew 
as much attention as this one. 
Many of the leading newspapers 
included pictures with their stories. 
Twice Danish Broadcasting Sys 
tem newsmen came for interviews, 
and a portion of the Bible reading 
was transmitted live.

On the Tuesday night after the 
exhibition closed we had our first 
public meeting in an evangelistic 
campaign. The subject was 
"Archeology and the Bible." These 
meetings will lead into a presenta 
tion of our special message. Many 
people, both church members and 
friends, are attending these lec 
tures.

The exhibition "The Bible 73" 
was the greatest single campaign 
that Naerum church ever engaged 
in, and it broke down more prej 
udice against Seventh-day Advent- 
ists than any other thing we ever 
engaged in. D
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Feedback
WILDERNESS SOJOURN ENDS?

Praise the Lord! It seems like corning 
out of 40 years in the wilderness to 
discover that God has 7,000 (or more) 
faithful in Israel. I am referring to the 
January, 1973, issue of The Ministry. 
What a wonderful issue it is! The 
magazine has always been enjoyable 
and profitable reading, but this time 
you have really done it. What a joy 
to find encouraging, useful material 
on medical missionary evangelism 
coming from the top! It has been so 
long overdue that we in the bushes 
sometimes wonder whether the 
machinery does grind at all. But it is 
obvious that it does.

Ever since the Seminary awakened 
an honest desire for me to be involved 
in medical missionary-pastoral work 
I have studied, prayed, dreamed, 
and even ventured out to do a little 
now and then. But it gets discouraging 
to find such little interest at so many 
levels. Now, by God's grace you have 
brought the whole issue out into the 
open with what seems to be deep 
concern and careful study. I, for one, 
cannot thank you enough.

Daryl L. Ochs 
Ashland, Oregon

KEEP SHARP!

Congratulations on the forward step 
of a new health section. I have long 
enjoyed The Ministry, though certain 
portions were not at all pertinent to 
our work. The six areas mentioned for 
the new health section are, I believe, 
useful to most of our ministerial work 
ers in contact with an informed public 
who expect scientific documentation 
rather than mere assertions.

Evangelists, please don't drop the 
health message because you are not 
trained to give it, but do sharpen up so 
as not to embarrass your church mem 
bers sitting on the benches. But lest 
you feel I am deriding your defi 
ciencies, I hasten to add that after 
medical training and continued study 
through the years I find my own 
information incorrect at times and a 
total blank in some areas. Obviously 
you do not have time to spend long 
hours seeking information from many 
sources on a topic out of your field. 
Because of this, I am suggesting a 
health source book, perhaps loose 
leaf, with yearly supplements to insert 
in the various sections. Among the 
fine men on your staff, the Loma Linda 
University School of Health, Life and 
Health, Listen, and all their contacts,

it should be possible to funnel in an 
abundance of high-class scientific 
material on health and hygiene in 
general, temperance, nutrition, 
therapeutic methods, fads, quackery, 
especially touching our distinctive 
beliefs and practices as Adventists, to 
enable ministers and teachers to take 
a sound position on little-known or 
controversial areas.

While the scientist may sneer at the 
ignorance or incorrect theory of the 
faddist, and rabid reformers may 
despise true science as they see the 
scientific community puffing pipes and 
pushing piles of pills, we need the 
insight and dedication of both scien 
tists and reformers. Will someone 
please give a series relating revela 
tion, deductions of science, "my 
experience," and testimonials to help 
our poor sheep who are torn between 
worldly orthodoxy and fanatical 
quackery?

Maurice K. Butler, M.D. 
Prove, Utah

WHY ARE WE SICK?

A doctor friend and I discussed the 
November, 1972, issue oi The Ministry 
and came to the following conclusion 
concerning the article entitled "Illness: 
Fundamental Causes." Dr. Shryock 
limits himself almost to the point of an 
erroneous charge when he says: "It is 
when we disregard the way of life 
that promotes health that we then be 
come victims of illness. For this we 
should blame only ourselves ..."

This statement completely omits the 
influence of heredity and environment 
on the process of disease and ill 
health. Then he summarizes his state 
ments with the commonly overem 
phasized practice in our denomination 
of creating a guilt complex by blaming 
ourselves.

Both my doctor friend and I attest to 
the fact that we have been brought up 
so rigidly we find ourselves running in 
an attempt to "work for the night is 
coming." We are literally driven into 
physical complaints in our haste to 
accomplish so much, lest we be guilty 
of wasting time and not devoting 
every waking moment to fruitful 
activity.

The varied contents of your mag 
azine are enjoyed by many segments 
of society. I hope you'll keep up the 
trend toward "wholeness" in Chris 
tian growth.

Mrs. Jerry Lund 
Brea, California

NEW FORMAT WELCOME
I enthusiastically welcome the en 

larged format of The Ministry- I cannot 
help believing that this will have a pro 
found and fundamental effect on the 
thinking of our brethren in the preach 
ing ministry, and will help in a har 
monious working together of these 
two ministries.

Dunbar W. Smith, M.D. 
Salisbury, Bhodesia, Africa

ABOUT THAT WEDDING

Words cannot possibly communi 
cate the depth of my response to the 
new Ministry with its balanced content 
dealing with man's total health needs.

In reference to your January edito 
rial, I can only offer a resounding 
Amen. To  weddings number one, two, 
and three, I would like to suggest the 
need to interdigitate educational 
programs of those studying for the 
ministry with those who are preparing 
for health careers. Sometime, some 
how, we must overcome our institu 
tional and professional rivalries and 
get it all together at a point where a 
true union can be achieved. Actually, 
the need for a marriage at the student 
level might be entitled "Wedding 
Number One," rather than "Wedding 
Number Four," or should it be a 
courtship?

Oliver Jacques 
Loma Linda University

IMPRESSIVE!

I have noticed with a good deal of 
interest the various efforts being made 
to change the format of several 
denominational magazines. Not 
much of this has been impressive  
not until you made the changes in 
the Ministry.

To my mind this is the best upgrad 
ing of an Adventist publication in 
this generation. The "new" Ministry 
by broadening its base will certainly 
fulfill its mission to a greater degree. 
You are to be congratulated for add 
ing editorial personnel from the ranks 
outside the General Conference office. 
The enlarged attention given to 
medical ministry has finally brought 
this integral part of evangelism into 
true focus.

I know that God will crown these 
efforts with much success.

Cecil Coffey 
Boring, Oregon
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HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS
I hasten to convey to you my 

heartiest congratulations for the new 
Ministry. It is excellent, winsome, and 
truly readable. I write as one who 
served on the magazine's staff for 
25 years.

In those earlier years it was our plan 
to reserve eight pages of the journal 
for articles in the field of health. Un 
fortunately, we were not always able 
to secure sufficient suitable material. 
The inevitable result was that the 
health section of the Ministry almost 
disappeared. We always recognized 
the sound principle of a close associa 
tion between the minister and the 
physician. And now I note with joy 
the accomplishment of this ideal.

I am also enthusiastic about the 
enlargement of the journal and the 
additional members of your editorial 
staff.

The worldwide interest in health, 
ecology, and antipollution provides 
marvelous opportunity for a new 
emphasis on Bible principles of right 
living.

The first issues have set a high 
standard in the editorials, layout, and 
contributing articles as well as the 
general balance. This all does much 
for the future. The Ministry magazine, 
unique in its field, can be and I'm sure 
will be an even greater influence in 
the development of a more efficient 
and consecrated ministry to serve the 
Advent Movement round the world. 

Roy Allan Anderson 
Loma Linda, California

THE MESSAGE TO THYATIRA
! was rereading H. O. Olson's ar 

ticle written under the heading "View 
point" in the November, 1972, issue of 
THE MINISTRY, and I want to send a 
note to add to what I hope is a large 
chorus of voices on his interpretation 
of Thyatira.

He says: "In the message to Thya 
tira, God said: 'I gave her space to re 
pent. . . .' Had not . . . [the reformers] 
called on the papal church to repent?"

The author equates Thyatira, Jeze 
bel, and the papacy as the same or 
ganization!

Further on he says, "God's charge 
against Thyatira (the Roman Catholic 
Church) is that . . ."I just can't buy 
that at all. That would mean that one 
of the seven candlesticks was the anti- 
Christ (Rev. 1:13).

Surely Christ was speaking to the 
'wilderness church, not the papacy and 
Roman Catholicism. Olson even di 
vides these latter two.

Notice that Christ speaks to Thyatira 
in the second person: v. 19, "thy"; v. 
20, "thee"; v. 24, "you"; but of Jezebel 
(Roman Catholicism and papacy) in

the third person: v. 20, "that woman"; 
v. 21, "her"; v. 22, "her"; v. 23, "her."

It seems that Olson has only con 
fused something that is so simple. 
Verses 21-23 are words spoken about 
Jezebel not Thyatira. And Olson's whole 
argument is premised on applying 
"her" to Thyatira. (See paragraph 
three of his article.)

It also seems so simple that the 
"space" given Jezebel to repent was 
1260 years beginning with the "syna 
gogue of Satan" (Rev. 2:9, Smyrna) 
and to end with the passing of Thya 
tira.

I am certainly disturbed to see Ad- 
ventists calling the Roman Catholic 
Church one of Christ's seven churches. 

Norman L. Meager 
Atlanta, Georgia

SAVE OUR CHILDREN
Esther Lausten's "Help Save Our 

Children" (Feb., 1973) was indeed a 
welcome insight note on our evan 
gelistic scoreboard. What she said is 
true. Children are also hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness. They too 
should be fully instructed and given 
sufficient time and attention to show 
evidence of genuine conversion and 
knowledge of the entire message.

A thought pertaining to her sug 
gestion concerning children in public 
school may be in order. We have 
pastored churches where most of the 
children were in public school. In view 
of this situation, it was necessary to 
conduct a baptismal class on Sab 
bath morning for them. This condition 
should not continue. Through prayer, 
proper home visitation, and an ex 
cellent church school program all 
children should and can be brought 
into our schools, where they belong. 
The church school day by day can be 
evangelistic through teachers and 
ministers who carry out God's in 
structions. Good church schools are 
the life blood of our churches.

Melvin G. Johnson 
Caldwell, Idaho

APPRECIATION
Just a word of appreciation for the 

December issue that contained so 
many helpful articles. To name a few: 
"Evangelism for the Seventies," "When 
to Baptize," "Credible Exaggeration," 
and "Do We Have a Crisis in Our 
Prophetic Interpretation?"

I enjoy every issue of THE MINISTRY, 
but the December one is of special in 
terest. I have underlined many things 
and have written remarks around the 
edges of several articles.

P. F. Richard 
Ceres, California

WAS MOHAMMED A SPIRITIST?

Regarding the source of inspiration 
of Mohammed and the series of 
articles I wrote for The Ministry (June- 
December, 1972) entitled "The Chal 
lenge of Islam," I just this week ran 
into this claim by a spiritist leader. 
Kenneth D. Constance: "Mohammed 
was a trance medium," and "Mo 
hammedanism, founded in A.D. 567, 
was founded on spiritualism." The 
Summit of Spiritual Understanding, 
Nov., 1964. Quoted by Roy Allan 
Anderson in Secrets of the Spirit 
World, p. 86.

This idea is supported by an article 
by Dr. Charles Wendell in the Jan 
uary, 1972, issue of Muslim World. 
Because of the highly volatile nature 
of the charge and the extreme serious 
ness of the issue, the same magazine 
printed an article prepared by Dr. 
M. A. Rauf, head of the Islamic Center 
in Washington, D.C., that responded 
to Dr. Wendell's "Pre-Islamic Period of 
Sirat al-Nabi," and strongly denied 
his arguments.

These statements and arguments, 
pro and con, speak for themselves. 
Therefore, I will not evaluate them 
here. But if the charge is false, Ad- 
ventist evangelists will be wise not to 
tirade about Mohammed and the 
Quran. If, on the other hand, the 
claim is true, they will find profit in 
the Lord's attitude, revealed at least 
in Proverbs 15:1 and especially Jude 
9. These verses read this way in the 
Revised Standard Version: "A soft 
answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger." "But when the 
archangel Michael, contending with 
the devil, disputed about the body of 
Moses, he did not presume to pro 
nounce a reviling judgment upon him, 
but said, 'the Lord rebuke you.'"

E. Robert Reynolds 
Riverside, California

A VOTE FOR LONGER CAMPAIGNS
I was greatly inspired while reading 

"The Life and Work of J. L. Shuler" 
(Oct., 1972).

It was especially pleasing to see his 
promotion of the six- to eight-week, 
four-night-a-week campaign for to 
day's evangelism. I have been using 
this method for years and have wit 
nessed a high percentage of the con 
verts become active soul winners and 
remain in the church. This method 
seems to be a more natural 'way to 
conversion, especially among those 
who do not have much background.

I wish we had more evangelists 
conducting field schools for the train 
ing of young men in this type of cam 
paign.

John Klim 
Kaneohe, Hawaii
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A regular ieature sponsored by Siegfried H. Horn.

RIVAL THEORIES 
OF THE
ORIGIN

OF LIFE
ERIC MAGNUSSON

  HE idea of a spontaneous origin of living cells 
was not much discussed before about 1940, although 
it was early seen to be a necessity for a thorough 
going naturalistic view of life. Russian scientists, 
especially A. I. Oparin, were active in the field in 
earlier years, 1 but the balance of power in this 
particular field of research would now appear to 
have swung to the West. This article reviews the 
scientific results of the last twenty years,2 asking 
whether our knowledge of the structure and func 
tion of living cells can be consistent with the much- 
discussed ideas of gradual appearance without the 
intervention of a Creator.

Basic Requirements of Living Cells

The steps needed in the abiogenic (origin in life 
less matter) production of the first living cell would 
be very much easier to list if there was clear infor 
mation about the contents of the first living cell. Of 
course there is not. However, it is quite clear that 
most of the systems common to living cells found on 
the earth today would need to have been present 
in any hypothetical cell described as "living." For 
any cell the following functions are indispensable:

1. Protection. Some kind of cell wall with pro 
vision to prevent attack by radiation and 
atmospheric oxygen (if present) and to admit 
nutrients and reject waste products and 
poisonous substances.

2. Enzyme Synthesis. Machinery for construct 
ing polypeptide chains from a pool of individ 
ual amino acids.
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3. Specifications. Coded instructions to ensure 
the correct amino-acid sequence in the 
enzymes needed by the cell as well as a set 
of "switches" to activate enzyme synthesis 
only when it is necessary.

4. Energy Production. A system for using 
enzymes to break down sugars and other 
nutrients and to convey the energy so 
released to the parts of the cell where it is 
needed.

5. Replication. A mechanism for the controlled 
reproduction of the set of enzyme specifica 
tions so that separate sets are available when 
cell multiplication takes place.

CELL MEMBRANE 

(PROTECTION)

NUCLEUS

(SPECIFICATIONS. REPLICATION)

MITOCHONDRIA 

(ENERGY PRODUCTION)

The minimum requirements for "life" in a cell. These are common 
to all cells now found on the earth.

It is difficult to see how any of these functions 
could be carried out other than by the complex 
biochemical substances found in living cells today. 
Consequently, the scientists interested in the prob 
lem always list the spontaneous production of the 
basic components of today's biochemical substances 
as the first steps to be climbed by nature in the 
production of living things from inorganic molecules 
(see Table 1). The basic components necessary for 
the synthesis of the important biochemical sub 
stances in living cells are: 3

1. Amino acids. Enzymes and other protein 
constituents of cells are .constructed from 
twenty different amino acids joined end-to- 
end in a specific sequence in chains usually 
some hundreds of amino acids long. The 
enormous variety of enzymes and other 
proteins found in living cells is obtained with 
the use of different sequences of the same 
twenty amino acids.

2. Certain sugar molecules are necessary be 
cause of their involvement in cell walls and 
other structures, because they are univer 
sally important as nutrients (the metabolism 
of all cells is based on the breakdown of

glucose), and because of the critical position 
of the sugar ribose in the genetic code sub 
stances DNA and RNA.

3. Nucleic acid components (purines and 
pyrimidines) are vitally important in the 
structure of the genetic code substances DNA 
and RNA without which cells are unable to 
synthesize proteins or reproduce their 
specifications.

4. Phosphates and polyphosphates used for 
the cell's internal energy supply.

5. Fats, required in a variety of locations in the 
cell.

6. Assorted co-enzymes and other biochemical 
substances, such as porphyrins, carotenes, 
et cetera, used for important, highly specific 
tasks in cell metabolism.

Laboratory Experiments on First Steps

There has been much publicity about the success 
obtained by chemists who have attempted to carry 
out the first steps in duplicating the presumed at 
mospheric conditions of a lifeless planet such as the 
earth is presumed to have been 4.5 billion years ago. 
The greatest impetus in this direction came when 
S. L. Miller, a graduate student of the famous 
scientist H. C. Urey, cycled a mixture of simple 
gases in a glass tube past a high voltage spark de 
signed to simulate the effects of lightning on at 
mospheric gases. The gases were ammonia (NHs), 
methane (ChU), water vapor (HaO), and hydrogen 
(Ha). (Oxygen was omitted because it was not 
considered to have been present in the primitive 
atmosphere.) 4

TABLE 1

Steps Necessary for the Spontaneous Appearance 
of Life on a Sterile Planet

First Phase Synthesis of biochemical "building-blocks" 
(amino acids, fats, purines, pyrimidines, 
sugars, et cetera.)

Second Phase Assembly of potentially active biochemi 
cal molecules (polypeptides, nucleotides, 
lipids, carbohydrates, co-enzymes, et 
cetera.)

Third Phase Selection of functional enzymes and 
corresponding nucleotide sequences, et 
cetera, and isolation from interfering and 
functionless compounds.

Fourth Phase Incorporation into protective cell mem 
brane and initiation of essential metabolic 
and reproductive processes.

Miller's experiment was successful in showing that 
amino acids could be produced as the gases were 
cycled in the spark. The products of the reaction 
included some of the amino acids found in living 
things today. The experiment has been repeated 
many different times under many different conditions 
and with many different gas mixtures. Its success in 
dicates that the steps leading to the production of 
the majority of the amino acids found in proteins are
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feasible in the atmosphere of a lifeless planet, pro 
vided that the important gases are present in the 
proper proportions and provided oxygen is absent.

Very few of the remaining steps of phase one 
(see Table 1) can be climbed by "primitive-earth 
atmosphere" experiments, but there is much evi 
dence about the synthesis of purines, pyrimidines, 
fats, sugars, et cetera, from more complicated 
molecules (like hydrogen cyanide, formaldehyde, 
cyano-acetylene, et cetera). Most of the syntheses 
presuppose highly specific environmental condi 
tions and starting materials and there is much 
discussion and argument about their appropriate 
ness. Quite a large amount of research, usually very 
carefully conducted, has been reported in this field, 
so much, indeed, that the casual observer may be 
bewitched by it and fail to observe the highly 
speculative nature of the presuppositions and the 
magnitude of problems still to be overcome once the 
first phase has been passed.

TABLE 2 

Chemical Substances Found Outside the Earth

Atmospheres
of Planets CO2, H 2O, CH 4, H 2 , N 2 , NHs, 02 ...

Comets C2 , CH, CH2 , CO, CN, N 2 , OH, N'H . . .

The Moon Amino-acids (minute quantities)

Atmosphere CH, CH2, CH4, CO, COa, CN, H2, 
of Sun SiH, O2, N2, N 2O, 82 ...

Interstellar CH, HCHO, CN, NHs, H, H 2O, O, 
Space HCOOH, HC2 . CN, HC2 . CHa, 

HNCO, HCN, HNC, HCNO . . .

Recently, another way of climbing the first steps 
has been suggested. Much publicity has been given 
to the discovery that organic compounds of nitro 
gen, carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen are present 
in interstellar space. Radio-telescopes are able to de 
tect signals from outer space related to a large range 
of chemical compounds. Many of them have been 
fingerprinted and a long list of substances, very 
interesting in relation to biochemical synthesis, has 
been compiled. It includes the compounds hydro 
gen cyanide (HCN), formaldehyde (HCHO), meth- 
anol (CHaOH), formic acid (HCOOH), hydrogen 
cyanate (HCNO), cyano-acetylene (HCC-CN), and 
other rather active compounds of the elements most 
important to biochemistry. The search is continuing 
on an international basis, many people believing 
that such substances could have accumulated during 
the formation of planets from stellar and interstellar 
debris.

In summary, it is possible to imagine that a fair 
percentage of the basic components of biochemical 
compounds would have accumulated in reasonable 
quantities on the primitive earth, given that there
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were sufficient quantities of the primitive gases used 
by Miller, and of the kinds of substances discovered 
in interstellar space. Several very important sub 
stances have resisted the attempts at their synthesis, 
but it is not possible to say that their synthesis is not 
possible; future research may yet discover the 
secret.

So far as actual evidence is concerned, it is true 
that plenty of biochemical substances have been 
extracted from rocks in the earth but these "chemi 
cal fossils" comprise only the substances known to 
be associated with living cells as they now are. There 
is no evidence of the vast variety of other sub 
stances other amino acids, other sugars, other 
isomers, 5 other purines and pyrimidines, other 
hydrocarbons which would certainly have been 
produced if spontaneous chemical reaction was 
responsible for the initial buildup of organic chemi 
cal substances on the earth. 6

Controlled Synthesis

If the first steps are the production of the basic 
substances listed above, then the next phase is that 
in which they are combined into functioning bio 
chemical compounds. There are too many steps 
in this category for them to be discussed individ 
ually, but what has been said above makes it clear 
that there must be supplies of sugars for nutrients, 
amino acids linked together in long polypeptide 
chains capable of functioning as enzymes, combi 
nations of purines and pyrimidines with ribose and 
phosphate, capable of acting as code symbols to 
specify amino-acid sequences, combinations of 
fats and proteins and polysaccharides arranged in 
layers capable of acting as a protective cell mem 
brane, co-enzyme substances designed to assist 
enzymes in specific chemical tasks, and so on. (See 
Table 1.)

The evidence about steps in this phase is very, 
very limited. The ability of biochemical molecules to 
function efficiently is dependent on their unique 
chemical structure, and the probability that they can 
be formed by random processes, even granting 
the existence of the correct building blocks, is 
vanishingly small. Time is no solution of this 
problem; what is needed is information.

The situation with the synthesis of enzymes il 
lustrates this general statement. To start with, it is 
not known how amino acids could be combined in 
solution to form di-, tri-, and poly-peptides, and the 
method that has been suggested for the linking of 
dry amino acids into polypeptides by the action of 
heat poses so many other problems that it can hardly 
be a solution either. But, granting the existence of a 
method for the spontaneous production of poly 
peptides without the enzyme systems found in the 
living cells, it is still necessary to explain how any 
precise sequence of amino acids could be obtained.

Ordinarily, enzymes contain hundreds of amino 
acids in sequence, each link in the chain being 
occupied by a specific amino acid if the enzyme is 
ever to perform its unique task. If, as at present, each 
amino acid at each point in the sequence must be 
chosen from the unique set of twenty, the probabil-



ity that a correct set will be found for enzymes with 
a length of more than one hundred amino acids is so 
small that the numbers are meaningless to discuss. 
Even supposing that a polypeptide with as few as 
twenty amino acids in a precise sequence could 
function for some specific biochemical task, the 
chance that this would be produced spontaneously 
is one in 10 26 or 100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000. 7

Numbers like 1026 (or even 10 14) are so large that 
people frequently lose the perspective necessary to 
discuss them properly. Certainly it is possible, even 
for probabilities as small as this, for the correct 
sequence to be formed: but it must also be re 
membered that there is a concurrent probability, 
so great that it must be called a certainty, that some 
1026 other polypeptides will be formed by the same 
process that produced the unique one, and some 
way must be found to eliminate all of these while 
retaining the one that is to become useful in bio 
chemical evolution. This is not only true for the 
enzyme on which we began the discussion it is 
also true for every other enzyme of the set that 
must be simultaneously available for the cell to 
begin the processes of life.

It may be argued strongly that the concessions that 
speculative scientists frequently make in discussing 
this problem such as reducing the number of 
amino acids from twenty to five, or reducing the 
size of the polypeptide chain expected from hun 
dreds of units in length to a few tens of units in 
length have not the slightest support from our 
current knowledge of biochemistry, but even if they 
are granted, a simple calculation of the probabil 
ities destroys any hope that a few dozen different 
kinds of polypeptides capable of acting like the 
crucial enzymes of today's living cells could be 
produced together for incorporation into the first 
cell and in the absence of all but the smallest 
quantities of similar but non-functioning polypep 
tides with incorrect sequences.

A Double Problem: Enzymes and Enzyme Codes

The problem of the amino acid sequences of the 
primitive cell's enzymes is two-edged. Not only 
must the first functioning enzymes be available in 
an enclosed and protected environment but they 
must also be capable of being reproduced. Other 
wise the cell's life rapidly comes to an end. Enzymes 
become defective both because of attack by other 
enzymes and because of spontaneous decomposi 
tion processes. These would be expected to be 
much more serious in the unstructured primitive 
environment than in modern cells with such a 
plethora of highly developed devices for their 
protection.

Now the method for the reproduction of enzymes 
is based on a very complex set of chemical events 
starting with (a) a chemically coded representation 
of the protein sequence of the code on a substance 
known as DNA, continuing with (b) the transcription 
of the code onto messenger-RNA, continuing fur 
ther with (c) the alignment of amino acids in correct 
sequence along the length of coded RNA by twenty

different macromolecules, one for each kind of 
amino acid, and each capable of recognizing the 
appropriate RNA code symbol; here enzymes de 
signed for the task link them together and (d) a 
polypeptide is produced.

It is inconceivable that all this complex machinery 
could have appeared in functional form at the same 
time as the enzymes it is designed to reproduce, 
and all enclosed within the same cell wall, also 
spontaneously produced. But a greater problem 
remains. The DNA code which specifies the se 
quence of amino acids in the enzymes to be pro 
duced for the cell must have been written down so 
as to correspond exactly at each point in the se 
quence of each of the enzymes on which the life 
of the cell depends! The figure of an explosion in a 
print shop producing, quite by chance, a finely 
printed copy of a dictionary falls too short. Two 
explosions are needed, one producing an English 
dictionary and another one, in the print shop across 
the street, a copy of a corresponding dictionary in 
French.

NUCLEAR CODE 

(DOUBLE-STRANDED DNA)

TRANSCRIPTION

NEWLY SYNTHESIZED

PORTION OF ENZYME

The machinery for the synthesis of enzymes, the critical step in 
the speculative pathway from inorganic substances to living cells, 
occurs after completion of two distinct processes, transcription 
and translation. The genetic code, held as a sequence of nucleo- 
tides in the 'nuclear DNA, is transcribed onto Messenger RNA 
(m-RNA), which then migrates to ribosomes outside the nucleus. 
Transcription occurs when the three-letter code words (codons) 
arranged in sequence along the m-RNA are matched by the 
appropriate three-letter code words (anti-codons) of the "trans 
fer RNA" molecules (t-RNA), each bearing the appropriate amino 
acid. Enzymes then link the amino acids together and the t-RNA 
molecules depart. Special codons exist to instruct the mechanism 
where to begin and where to end a particular sequence of amino 
acids. The exactness of the matching that occurs in translation 
and transcription depends on the precision of the molecular 
architecture of DNA, m-RNA, t-RNA, and the associated enzymes 
and argues for their creation simultaneously rather than by a 
stepwise process.

All kinds of suggestions have been made to avoid 
the impasse that this step so obviously creates. The 
best way is to find some way of having one of these, 
the genetic code, or the enzymes, precede the 
other. This would hardly solve the problems in 
volved in either of these separate steps but it is 
certainly much less improbable than requiring both
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events simultaneously. Unfortunately, it is very 
difficult to imagine the appearance of the genetic 
code before the enzymes because the genetic code 
and all its associated machinery requires a whole 
army of enzymes for its construction and main 
tenance and, especially, to make it function and 
actually produce enzymes. Enzymes must come 
first. But they must also keep coming. Their fragility 
means that the cell could not long survive unless 
exact copies of them were continually being pro 
duced.

Summarizing, it is not merely the technical matter 
of finding out how nature could spontaneously put 
the building blocks together to produce DNA and 
RNA and enzymes. There is the problem of how 
nature could know to make the sequences of 
nucleotides in DNA the exact translation, in a 
different chemical language, of the sequences of 
amino acids in the enzymes. 8

Interdependence of Cell Functions

This discussion by no means exhausts the prob 
lems associated with enzyme synthesis. Enzymes 
are only effective inside cells if the chain of amino 
acids is correctly coiled and this occurs only if the 
acid-base balance is correctly maintained. This is the 
reason for such expenditure of effort inside a cell to 
keep the correct pH. How such a complex mecha 
nism, nowadays designed into the whole functioning 
mechanism of the cell, could have appeared spon 
taneously at the first appearance of enzymes is 
mysterious. Other problems are the necessity to 
avoid enzyme poisons and inhibitors, the depend 
ence on co-enzymes, the long lists of enzymes 
needed for the stepwise breakdown of nutrients, 
each adapted for a specific task and none useful un 
less all are present to complete the job, and so on. 
It is quite unfair to write glibly of enzyme synthesis 
unless the reader is also given a feeling for the 
intricacy of design that enables enzymes to operate 
in living cells. If the merest changes in cell economy 
today cause the extinction of well-regulated and 
fully-protected cells, how can their gradual develop 
ment be contemplated, when every function would 
be imperfect and every process would violate the 
conditions under which all the rest would need to 
operate?

New quandaries are found at each of the steps that 
lie further up the hillside. Photosynthesis is con 
sidered to be far too complicated a process to have 
appeared within the first living cells. Consequently, 
some other explanation must be found for the 
source of their energy. Photosynthetic organisms 
take radiant energy from the sun and use it to build 
carbohydrates that can then be transported around 
and used as an energy supply. But if primitive 
organisms lacked the ability to trap the energy of 
sunlight, scientists are forced to assume that these 
organisms had sugars and other energy-rich sub 
stances readily available to them in the ocean. Fine, 
but how did they get there without photosynthesis? 
Nature today gives no hint that such pleasant acci 
dents occur without the assistance of other living 
things. Organisms today either manufacture their

own nutrients by photosynthesis or depend on other 
organisms that do.

As it continues, research on living cells empha 
sizes the importance of all the structures and proc 
esses that living cells possess today. It is quite 
unreasonable to think of primitive cells adding 
structures and functions one by one. Without 
proteolytic enzymes, for example, the cell would 
soon poison itself with its own worn-out proteins. 
But on the other hand, who dares suggest that 
proteolytic enzymes were already present in the 
cell when it produced its first enzymes? (How could 
they then be first?)

In the past, dilemmas such as this have led to 
notions such as creative evolution or directed 
evolution, which let their proponents introduce 
design and purpose into nature while keeping the 
Designer outside. Such ideas are mocked by scien 
tists today, but they are hard to avoid if Cod is to 
be excluded from the story. The facts are that 
living things display clear evidence of having been 
designed as a "going concern," which is quite con 
sistent with the doctrine of instantaneous creation 
but most difficult to accommodate to a gradual, 
trial-and-error development.

Certainly there is evidence about how some of 
the first steps may be mounted by nonbiological 
means, but many of the remaining steps are too high 
to be taken in any kind of stride. D

FOOTNOTES

1 A. I. Oparin, The Chemical Origin of Life (Springfield, III: Charles C. 
Thomas, 1964).

2 Recent technical accounts of this field of research include the follow 
ing: M. Calvin, Chemical Evolution (New York: Oxford University Press,. 
1969); R. M. Lemmon, "Chemical Evolution," Chemical Reviews, Vol. 70 
(1971), p. 95; R. Buvet and C. Ponnamperuma, eds., Molecular Evolution 1, 
Chemical Evolution and the Origin of Life (Amsterdam: North-Holland 
Publishing Company, 1971); E. Schoffenels, ed., Molecular Evolution 2, 
Chemical Evolution and the Origin of Life (Amsterdam: North-Holland 
Publishing Company, 1971).

3 The structures and activities of living cells are discussed in several chap 
ters in: R. H. Utt, ed., Creation: Nature's Designs and Designer (Mountain 
View: Pacific Press, 1971).

4 It is a matter of continuing dispute whether oxygen (O 2) was present 
on the primitive planet, the geological evidence being somewhat equivocal. 
It is most unlikely that biochemical substances could survive in the pres 
ence of oxygen because oxygen is a very active oxidizing agent. But its 
absence would also mean the absence of the ozone (O3) shield in the 
upper atmosphere. Without this, the effects of ultraviolet radiation from 
the sun would be just as invidious as the effects of oxygen (O2) in the 
atmosphere.

5 Certain molecules, including many of the amino acids and sugars used 
in life processes, exist in more than one geometrical pattern, and are said 
to display "optical isomerism." The different "optical isomers" of such com 
pounds are readily discriminated by the highly selective enzymes of living 
cells, but they are not otherwise distinguishable outside a laboratory. It is 
not easy to explain the exclusive use by living cells of a specific isomer of 
each of these compounds when both would have been produced by any 
natural synthetic process.

6 This argument must not be pushed too far because living things are 
such efficient scavengers.

^ Even reducing the range of choice of amino acids from twenty to five, 
in the hope that functioning proteins could be constructed from just five, 
and that just five were available, still leaves the chance of obtaining the 
correct sequence at one in 10 14 . In actual fact, one must explain why there 
are so few amino acids used in nature because the spontaneous processes 
studied by Miller and others would be likely to produce many hundreds of 
different chemical substances rather than the mere twenty on which nature 
has chosen to build all her enzymes and from which to suspend all her 
life processes.

8 Faced with this difficulty, some scientists speculate that enzymes were 
the first "informational molecules" and that the corresponding DNA and 
RNA molecules appeared later, perhaps by some as yet unsuspected chemi 
cal affinity between the two classes of compounds, the former acting as 
control agents for the manufacture of the latter. There is not the slightest 
foundation for this idea, which is an attempt to break down the major step 
of providing enzymes and the corresponding genetic code into smaller, 
less formidable steps. The strongest argument against it is a calm glance 
at the molecules whose "automatic synthesis" is called for: the four 
nucleotides (the letters of the genetic code, used in groups of three to 
form three-letter words), the twenty t-RNA molecules, and the special 
enzymes needed to make all this machinery actually operate.

22 THE MINISTRY / JUNE, 1973



elder
Giving Glory 
to God
ORLEY M. BERG

I HE first angel's message of 
Revelation 14 declares, "Fear God, 
and give glory to him." This is 
timely counsel, always appropri 
ate, but especially so in the light 
of the judgment hour in which we 
now live. "To fear Cod" does not 
mean "to be afraid of Him," but 
implies a reverent awe, recogniz 
ing that He is the Holy God and we 
the creatures yea, sinful crea 
tures.

This was the experience that 
came to Isaiah when as a young 
man standing in the portico of the 
Temple he saw God "high and 
lifted up." His response was "Woe 
is me! for I am undone; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have 
seen the King" (Isa. 6:5).

This was also the experience of 
Peter when after the miraculous 
draught of fish he cried out, "De 
part from me; for I am a sinful 
man."

With the recognition of the 
holiness of God and ourselves as 
His undeserving creatures comes 
the further call "Give glory to 
him." Our lives are at all times and 
in all circumstances to glorify God. 
They will bear fruit. There will be 
good works. But only to glorify 
God. Jesus said, "Let your light 
so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in 
heaven" (Matt. 5:16).

The light we radiate, the works 
we perform, are to direct all men 
to the Source of light, the Founda 
tion of all good works. Whenever 
we as leaders in the church fail 
in this we become problems rather 
than solutions, we become bar 
riers to the progress of the gospel

rather than useful instruments for 
its accomplishment.

Self-centered Service

The human nature is self-cen 
tered. It cries out for self-recogni 
tion. It is easily offended. It seeks 
its own good and glory. It sees all 
things in the light of how his own 
status will be affected. His motive 
in service is self-inspired.

Christ had much to say about 
motive in service. He denounced 
most severely the self-seeking 
religious leaders of His day. Seek 
ing their own glory, they were 
totally unprepared to think in 
terms of crossbearing. The Mes 
siah they wanted was a king of 
power in whose temporal kingdom 
they could occupy seats of author 
ity and prestige.

This danger among church 
leaders has always existed. Satan 
being who he is, the danger be 
comes more persistent as the end 
draws near. We must be aware of 
this and be on our guard, lest we 
take our eyes off the Christ we are 
committed to serve.

The apostle Paul exclaimed 
"God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." To this dedicated apostle 
the thought of glorying in self was 
abhorrent. Considering what 
Christ had done for him, the 
chief of sinners, he could not say 
or do enough for Him. For him, 
to live was Christ. To the Corin 
thians he wrote, "For I determined 
not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him cru 
cified" (1 Cor. 2:2). Later he 
declared, "If I must needs glory, 
I will glory of the things which 
concern mine infirmities" (2 Cor. 
11:30). He would glory only in 
those things that would help to 
keep him humble.

Christ's Concern

During Christ's last days with 
His disciples before His death, 
His great concern was that true 
humility characterize their work 
in their leadership role of the 
church.

Following Peter's bold acclama 
tion at Caesarea Philippi, "Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God," He made the first plain 
announcement of His coming 
death, followed with the impor 
tant appeal, "If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow 
me" (Matt. 16:24).

Returning to Galilee, and after 
the Transfiguration experience a 
week later, Jesus stood a child up 
before the disciples with the 
words "Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye be converted and be 
come as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven" (chap. 18:3).

Thereafter, on His final ap 
proach to Jerusalem, the proud 
mother of James and John came to 
Jesus seeking for them the high 
est position in His kingdom. Again 
Jesus reminded them of the nature 
of His mission and the spirit of 
self-denial that was to characterize 
His followers. "Ye know not what 
ye ask," He declared, adding, 
"Are ye able to drink of the cup 
that I shall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with?" (Chap. 20:22).

Then and Now

It was after Peter's conversion, 
following the denial of his Lord, 
and the change that came to all 
the disciples save Judas, that the 
Holy Spirit came upon them and 
they went forward to turn "the 
world upside down." Then only  
with self hidden in Christ, and 
their holiness, His glory, and the 
advancement of His kingdom their 
only aim was it possible for His 
power to attend in such a marvel- 
ous way.

When this experience becomes 
ours, we will also have the experi 
ence called for in the message of 
the last-day flying angel of Revela 
tion. Then we will indeed "fear 
God, and give glory to him." Then, 
also, will the messages of Revela 
tion go with a loud cry and the 
earth will be enlightened with 
His glory. D
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I HE North American Division 
is now five months into exciting 
MISSION '73. We have embarked 
this year with serious purpose on 
the difficult course of reordering 
our priorities. For 128 years the 
North American church has de 
pended almost entirely upon its 
ministry for its evangelistic out 
reach. In 1973 we have set about, 
under Cod, to change this. In 
administrative councils across 
North America, this decision was 
made and the course set for the 
first time in the history of our 
division. Administration and the 
departmental interests of the 
church have united in this solemn 
purpose. The going is likely to be 
hard and slow, for it is not easy to 
educate a church that has been 
lay-indolent for over a hundred 
years and revive it in a brief few 
months, but this we have set our 
hearts to do by the grace of Cod.

We began this effort on a spirit 
ual note. Seven-hour prayer meet 
ings were scheduled throughout 
North America, and reports 
trickling into Washington indicate 
that the great majority of our 
churches and memberships 
participated. Word has reached us 
from specific churches of a revival 
of true godliness in congregations 
across this land. Some churches 
had an all-night prayer meeting. 
What a blessing for the whole 
continent to be breathing spirit 
ually together, for "prayer is the 
breath of the soul."

Every-Member Enlistment

These prayer services were 
followed by a nationwide enlist 
ment plan. Evidence accumulated 
so far indicates a 70 per cent 
enlistment of the total North 
American membership. Opportu 
nity was given for individuals to 
select their own form of contact 
witnessing. In this we are working 
in harmony with the law of diver 
sity, which says that people of 
differing capabilities must be 
provided opportunity to exercise 
those individualities in a soul- 
winning process that harmonizes 
with their capacity.

In phase 3 of the 1973 operation, 
whole unions staged giant lay- 
enlistment training rallies. Here 
the people were re-enlisted, in 
spired, and taught the divine 
art of soul winning and sent on
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their way. The conferences fol 
lowed suit and in one conference 
alone eight lay-witnessing rallies 
were held between January and 
March. One conference is focus 
ing on literature distribution and 
giving Bible studies as their 
project. The office staff has 
pledged an average of eight hours 
a week for Bible studies. The 
district pastors have pledged an 
average of fifteen hours a week 
for giving Bible studies. Confer 
ence presidents are planning 
evangelistic campaigns. Twenty- 
five members of the General 
Conference staff have committed 
themselves to hold public cam 
paigns within the year.

A Baptism Every Month

I was in a conference workers' 
meeting via telephone on a recent 
Saturday evening and the workers 
reported 120 baptisms, most of 
which occurred in the month of 
March.

The MISSION '73 Committee 
recommended "a baptism a 
month" in every district. Many 
pastors have gone on this plan. I 
was present in the North Shore 
Seventh-day Adventist church in 
Chicago when fifteen persons 
were baptized for the month of 
February. The pastor informed 
that he had already baptized nine 
in January. This church has a 
strong lay program. Things are 
moving ahead!

In one Southeastern California 
church thirty-eight members are 
giving Bible studies on a weekly 
basis. Six laymen from one Los 
Angeles church have already 
engaged six school auditoriums 
for lay efforts this summer. In Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, an 88-year-old 
layman has already led twelve 
persons into the water in baptism. 
"They call me the sheriff," he told 
me, "because when some of the 
others can't persuade them, they 
send for me, and, under Cod, I 
bring them in." The pastor of that 
district reports twenty persons 
baptized already and informs me 
that six more will soon be ready 
for baptism.

We are now in phase five of the 
MISSION '73 operation. Short 
campaigns will be held in most of 
the major churches in North 
America. The Michigan Confer-
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ence planned fifty campaigns for 
spring. The South Atlantic con 
ference scheduled forty-four. That 
does not include the big summer 
and fall thrust. Conference ad 
ministrators have authorized for 
1973 the largest number of public 
evangelistic meetings ever held 
in our history.

Formula for Revival

Combine this with the feverish 
activity of our laymen in personal 
soul-winning endeavors, and you 
have the formula for the out 
pouring of the Holy Spirit and the 
revival of this church. What an 
exciting hunting season, for God 
has made us fishers of men, not 
keepers of the aquariums. Our 
primary target should be:

1. Former members.
2. Close friends of Seventh-day 

Adventists.
3. People who have taken our 

Bible courses or who have been 
studied with by colporteurs.



Left: Baptismal candidate, Oakland, California. "My word will not return unto 
me void." Above: Floating Seminar of the Academy of Adventist Ministers  
training ministers to teach people. Below: Baptism Ford Auditorium, De 
troit, Michigan.

4. The general public.
The Sabbath school class has 

been designated as our basic 
evangelistic unit. Sabbath school 
teachers must become missionary- 
minded. The students in their 
classes must each become an 
evangelist on his own passing 
out literature, giving Bible studies, 
signing people up for our Bible 
courses, selling literature, or any 
of the other fifteen witnessing 
methods listed on our enlistment 
card.

The North American church 
must be converted into an aggres 
sive force rather than an occupy 
ing army, and the song that we so 
often sing must be true of us in 
North America, "Like a mighty 
army Moves the church of Cod." 
We must demonstrate, in North 
America, that our material afflu 
ence is not a natural enemy of our 
deepening spirituality or evan 
gelistic effectiveness, but that 
wealth may indeed augment all 
of these.

Seven-Hour Prayer Meetings

God has bestowed upon us His 
blessings. We must not allow 
Satan to use them to curse us. We 
must employ every means at our 
disposal and every legitimate 
method to make contact with the 
unsaved and to warn them of the 
soon coming of the Saviour. The 
MISSION '73 Committee, in its 
wisdom, has voted that at the 
beginning of phase 7, the Fall 
Week of Prayer, we will have 
another seven-hour prayer meet 
ing to begin that week of spiritual 
emphasis, followed by a second 
one at the beginning of the year. 
In short, we plan, across North 
America, two seven-hour prayer 
meetings. We realize that spiritual 
renewal is the greatest need of 
the church today and that a church 
on its knees is nearest to the 
throne of Cod.

As we move into the future, let 
us move assured that we are fol 

lowing the divine blueprint and 
that no program devised by man 
can improve on the wisdom of 
God.

In the days ahead there may 
be variations on this theme but 
the basics must always be there. 
We are in this program until the 
coming of Christ full lay partici 
pation and the ministry of the 
Word to complement the evan 
gelistic endeavors of the pastor. 
In short, we are seeking corporate 
productivity. This, in a sense, will 
heal much of the backsliding going 
on in our ranks, for a people who 
are working in the church and for 
the church will find it difficult to 
leave the church. Our people must 
become emotionally involved 
with our movement, message, and 
mission. This can only be so when 
they are enlisted, trained, and 
employed. To this high and holy 
purpose the North American 
Division has dedicated itself, and 
we will succeed, so help us Cod!

D
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Health evangelism
the pastor answered her 

knock, a breathless little lady 
burst into the church office. "Tell 
me," she blurted, "do you really 
do all that here?"

"Why, I'm not sure," he an 
swered. "What are you talking 
about?"

"Those words out there on the 
cornerstone of the church," she 
replied. "The ones that say, 'Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise 
the dead, cast out devils.' Do you 
really do all that? I need to know."

The pastor, not having even 
noticed the inscription before, 
stammered and stuttered and tried 
to give the best answer he could 
under the circumstances.

The sad thing about it all is that 
so many of Christ's disciples today 
are not even aware that most of 
these kinds of things are part of 
the ministry of the church.

This is so in spite of the fact that 
His intention in giving this instruc 
tion to His followers in Palestine 
was that it should be a demon 
stration of how His church was to 
carry on its work from that time 
until His second coming. The 
church, however, seems to be 
asleep to its responsibility in fully 
carrying out the wealth of instruc 
tion we have on medical mission 
ary work.

Napoleon has been credited 
with the statement, "China is a 
sleeping giant. Let her sleep on 
for God only knows what will hap 
pen if she wakes up,"

It would seem appropriate to 
declare that ti* - Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist Church, too, is a sleeping 
giant, a long way behind its po 
tential. That it has the potential, 
however, for fulfilling a worldwide 
responsibility is evident because:

1. Sufficient manpower is avail 
able as far as numerical num 
ber is concerned.

2. The message for the world 
has been clearly defined.

3. There is no dearth of meth-

R. C. Williams is Ministerial secretary 
of the Far Eastern Division. He is a 
graduate of Union College.
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ods for reaching the individ 
ual soul or the masses.

4. The means for financing 
global operations is in the 
hands of adherents and 
friends.

5. Motivation is not lacking. Lis 
ten to the prayers, conversa 
tions, and sermons. Read 
publications. There is a bur 
den of heart.

6. Power is available. "But when 
the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, you will receive 
power to testify about me 
with great effect ... to the 
ends of the earth . . ." 1 

In spite of all this potential, 
something is holding the church 
back. True, advances are being 
made in specific fields of endeavor 
and in many geographical loca 
tions. When we consider it 
thoughtfully, however, we recog 
nize that the accomplishments are 
small compared to the potential,

the need, and that which will be 
realized before the "well done 
thou good and faithful servant" is 
heard.

A vital, if not the major, factor 
which has brought on this con 
dition in the church is that so 
many of us fail to grasp the con 
cept of the salvation of the whole 
man. Great emphasis has been 
placed upon the spiritual phase of 
life in the building of a character 
that will be taken to heaven. The 
importance of the mental has been 
highlighted through concern for 
the avenues to the mind and soul. 
Strange, but true, the third major 
area of life the physical has 
been largely neglected. The ra 
tionale behind this appears to be 
 Why be overconcerned? The 
body is mortal. God will give it 
immortality at the Second Ad 
vent. It could not possibly be as 
important as the mind and the 
soul.



But, frankly, haven't we inverted 
our values? Someone has said, 
"We are straight on the state of 
the dead. We know all the texts 
and can refute the arguments, but 
when it comes to the state of the 
living we are confused in our val 
ues." A careful study of inspira 
tion will reveal that knowing what 
happens to man at death is vital, 
but really more important is know 
ing how to live. "You shouldn't 
leave the more important things 
undone." 2

The importance of the body is 
certainly pointed out in the follow 
ing words: "The body is the only 
medium through which the mind 
and the soul are developed for the 
upbuilding of character." 3

The question of whether or not 
this concept is Biblical is quite ad 
equately covered by two state 
ments the apostle Paul makes. 
"And so, dear brothers, I plead 
with you to give your bodies to 
God. Let them be a living sacri 
fice, holy the kind He can ac 
cept. . . . Don't copy the behavior 
and customs of this world. . . ." 4 
"May the God of peace himself 
make you entirely pure and de 
voted to God; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept strong 
and blameless until that day when 
our Lord Jesus Christ comes back 
again." 5

It is clearly the emphasis of 
Scripture that salvation is three 
fold, including the spirit, mind, 
and body. These three areas of 
concern are interrelated. What af 
fects one affects all. When a sanc 
tified mind is in control, the body 
will not be abused. Under the 
blessing of God, health will 
abound for the one who not only 
recognizes the importance of con 
cern for the whole man, but who 
acts in accordance with sound 
principles of healthful living.

Scripture reveals that, "All have 
sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God," 6 and "the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost." 7 Not only 
has each individual collectively 
sinned against God, but each of 
the three areas has been affected. 
Sin affects spirit, soul, and body. 
All have sinned, but the good 
news is that Jesus came to bring 
complete restoration of all that 
was lost.

Christ's mission and its possi-

"The church . . . seems to 
be asleep to its responsi 
bility in fully carrying 
put the wealth of instruc 
tion we have on medical 
missionary work."

bilities are pointed out in the fol 
lowing words: "It was His mission 
to bring to men complete restora 
tion; He came to give them health 
(physical) and peace (mental) and 
perfection of character (spirit 
ual)." 8 It is important to note 
that restoration is not complete 
unless it includes the physical, 
mental, and spiritual. Concerning 
Christ's ministry to the complete 
man we are told, "From Him 
flowed a stream of healing power, 
and in body and mind and soul 
men were made whole." 9

Focusing our attention upon 
man as he stood before his Crea 
tor in Eden, we see that at the 
close of the sixth day all creation, 
including man, was "excellent in 
every way." 10 In relationship to 
man this could only be true as man 
was sound, excellent, or com 
pletely whole in body, mind, and 
spirit. "Their countenances glow 
ing with the tint of health . . . they 
bore in outward appearance the 
likeness of their Maker. . . . Every 
faculty of mind and soul reflected 
the Creator's glory." "

That God set into operation 
fixed laws for all creation is quite 
clear in Scripture. "After his kind" 
involves chemistry, cell, tissue, or 
gan, system, and body, which just 
could not be the product of mere 
chance.

Dr. Clarence Cook Little has 
aptly written, "We are familiar 
with the great diversification of ac 
tivity in a large city. It does not 
seem possible that our own bodies 
could quietly and steadily be car 
rying on a more complicated and

"The body is the only 
medium through which 
the mind and the soul 
are developed for the 
upbuilding of character."

extraordinary process of manu 
facturing, storage, repair, com 
munication, transportation, 
police, waste disposal, adminis 
tration, food production, tem 
perature control. Yet it is true." 12 
The complexity of just one cell, 
the intricate interaction between 
the multitudinous interrelated 
parts of the body, and the won 
derful satisfaction that can result 
from harmonious action defies 
description. Anyone who has 
studied anatomy, physiology, bio 
chemistry, or any other of the 
sciences related to the study of 
the human body, knows that the 
body can function adequately 
only as prescribed principles or 
laws are in operation.

"The living being is stable. It 
must be so in order not to be de 
stroyed, dissolved, or disinte 
grated by the colossal forces, often 
adverse, which surround it." 13 
This allusion to the principle of 
homeostasis of the body by the 
French physiologist, Charles 
Richet, reminds us that unless 
there is natural law to govern the 
created, its existence is in jeop 
ardy.

It has been proved countless 
times both in controlled experi 
ments of the laboratory and in 
everyday life that a knowledge of 
the laws of the body and adher 
ence to them bring positive re 
sults. Ignorance and willful neg 
lect of those same basic principles 
require a dreadful toll. The law, 
"whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap," 14 still works 
daily and realistically.

Summarizing the above, we see 
clearly why the physical element is 
included in the plan of salvation.

1. God created man in His own 
likeness physically, men 
tally, spiritually.

2. Man, though composed of 
physical, mental, and spirit 
ual areas, is one inseparable 
unit. What affects one, af 
fects another.

3. The Creator set into opera 
tion laws to govern all crea 
tion physically, mentally, 
and spiritually.

4. Basic health principles are 
scattered throughout Scrip 
ture. The largest concentra 
tion is found in the writings 
of Moses.

5. It is important to note that
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the large percentage of nat 
ural laws are unwritten in 
Scripture. Principles are 
there, but the actual laws 
have been discovered as 
man has studied, experi 
mented, and observed the 
functions of the body.

6. Continued balance, stability 
and growth are dependent 
upon adherence to those 
laws.

7. Man sinned and came short 
of God's image in the phys 
ical, mental, and spiritual 
areas of life.

8. Christ came to seek, save, 
and restore physically, men 
tally, and spiritually.

9. The body is the medium 
through which mind and 
soul are developed for the 
building of character.

10. To neglect the natural laws 
is as disastrous as neglect of 
the moral.

With this in mind we must look 
ahead. What about the future? 
What is the gospel that is so ur 
gently needed in the church and 
by the world? Listen! "The very 
essence of the gospel is restora 
tion. . . ." 15 Physical healing is 
bound up with the gospel com 
mission so intimately that "teach 
ing and healing are never to be 
separated." 16

A basic knowledge of physiology 
and hygiene is not only beneficial 
but necessary if one is to honor 
the Creator in all things. An un 
derstanding and faithful practice 
of the essentials involving air, wa 
ter, sunshine, food, exercise, rest, 
and temperance are as necessary 
to making and keeping man whole 
as a willingness to live in harmony 
with the moral law.

"Health will abound for the 
one who not only recog 
nizes the importance 
of concern for the whole 
man, but who acts in 
accordance with sound 
principles of healthful 
living."

We know that "sinful indul 
gence defiles the body, and un 
fits men for spiritual worship. He 
who cherishes the light which 
Cod has given him upon health 
reform, has an important aid in 
the work of becoming sanctified 
through the truth, and fitted for 
immortality. But if he disregards 
that light, and lives in violation of 
natural law, he must pay the pen 
alty; his spiritual powers are be 
numbed, and how can he perfect 
holiness in the fear of Cod?" 17

We should ever keep in mind 
that "God will not work a miracle 
to keep those from sickness who 
have no care for themselves, but 
are continually violating the laws 
of health, and make no efforts to 
prevent disease. . . . Those who 
will gratify their appetite, and 
then suffer because of their in 
temperance, and take drugs to 
relieve them, may be assured that 
God will not interpose to save 
health and life which are so reck 
lessly periled." 18

The counsel of the apostle James 
seems particularly pertinent in this 
respect, "Remember . . . that 
knowing what is right to do and 
then not doing it is sin." 19 Isn't it 
time to awake and shake off the 
apathy, which has benumbed us as 
a church for so long? Natural law 
for the physical body is certainly 
as vital as moral standards for the 
spiritual. Man is threefold, but 
one being. There is one God with 
divine law for the benefit of the 
whole man.

Is not the understanding and 
practice of healthful living as a 
basis for sanctification a "sleeping 
giant" among us? If so, imagine 
what will happen if this giant 
wakes up. D
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LOSING
LEO R. VAN DOLSON

I WO of our "Losing With Leo" 
club members have asked us 
about a low-carbohydrate diet. 
I'm not sure whether or not their 
interest in such a diet has been de 
veloped from the publicity sur 
rounding the new diet book by Dr. 
Robert C. Atkins entitled Diet 
Revolution, but I did receive their 
inquiry just a couple of days after 
completing this volume.

I don't question Dr. Atkins' 
report of personal results or the 
success he has had with most of 
his patients on this diet. There 
have been a lot of such diets in 
recent years which have promised 
that by cutting carbohydrates, not 
calories, people can eat as much 
fattening food as they please and 
still lose weight.

The "Medicine" section of the 
January 22, 1973, issue of News 
week, however, treats his claim 
with some skepticism. The writer 
introduces his comments with a 
classic put down of such fad 
diets. In his words, "Somewhere 
there simply has to be a special 
paradise for fat people a kind of 
Big Rock Candy Mountain, where 
the overweight can eat all they 
want of everything and still stay 
as slim as fashion models. But 
until the theologians of obesity 
locate this heavenly pizza parlor, 
most fat people are going to have 
to subsist on a fantasy of it."

Dr. Atkins, a New York City 
physician, claims that nearly all 
overweight problems are caused 
by the improper metabolization of 
carbohydrates. This results in the 
production of too much insulin, 
which in turn lowers blood sugar. 
Other physicians dispute his 
claim and counter with statements 
that there is no evidence that most 
overweight people do have low 
blood sugar.
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The diet revolution proposed by 
Dr. Atkins consists of completely 
eliminating all carbohydrates for 
the first week and then gradually 
building up to a possible daily 
high of 40 grams, which is con 
siderably below the average U.S. 
consumption. He puts his patients

on a high-protein, relatively high- 
fat, and very limited carbohydrate 
diet and suggests that they follow 
this program indefinitely. On such 
daily fare, he claims, some of his 
patients have been able to eat as 
much as 3,000 calories per day 
and still maintain weight loss.

Dr. Atkins' program is not very 
practical for the Adventist who 
doesn't eat meat. Looking through 
his suggested meal plans and 
recipes, we find that the vege 
tarian is left with very little to eat. 
The basic philosophy behind his 
approach is one that we cannot 
agree with. He suggests that as 
cavemen, "we humans evolved 
mainly on a diet of meat" and 
that's what we are built to handle.

The Ministry of Healing clearly 
contradicts this, stating, "Grains, 
fruits, nuts, and vegetables con 
stitute the diet chosen for us by 
our Creator. These foods, pre 
pared in as simple a manner as 
possible, are the most healthful 
and nourishing. They impart a 
strength, a power of endurance, 
and a vigor of intellect that are 
not afforded by a more complex 
and stimulating diet." The Min 
istry of Healing, p. 296.

When I asked Dr. John Scharf- 
fenberg, our School of Health 
weight-control expert, about the 
question of low-carbohydrate 
diets, he pointed out that what 
Mrs. White says about endurance 
has been remarkably demon 
strated by tests conducted in 
Sweden. These show that people 
on a high-protein and low-car 
bohydrate diet have lower en 
durance. He also said that, 
contrary to Dr. Atkins' position, 
the Food and Nutrition Board 
recommends a minimum of 100 
grams of carbohydrate daily in 
order to avoid ketosis, an ab 

normal state of body chemistry. 
Dr. Atkins specifically encourages 
a continual state of ketosis.

Dr. Scharffenberg also pointed 
out that a high-protein diet fed to 
rats and mice in laboratory ex 
periments reduced their life 
expectancy. But most important of 
all, the main thing that needs to be 
done in a weight-control program 
is to get on a regular, balanced, 
daily program that we can live 
with for the rest of our lives. This 
does away with the need for going 
on any crash or fad diet.

One thing Dr. Atkins discusses 
with which we can fully agree is 
the need for cutting down our 
consumption of sugar. He points 
out that the Crusaders first in 
troduced sugar to Europe and for 
centuries it was sold only by 
ounces in apothecary shops. By 
1750 the average Englishman ate 
four pounds of sugar per year. In 
eleven generations our consump 
tion of sugar has exploded to 175 
pounds per person per year.

Sugar makes us fat and makes 
dentists rich, he says. Some of the 
organs in our body have a difficult 
time handling the "deluge of 
sugar" that is poured into our 
bodies these days.

So, "away the bowl" the sugar 
bowl, that is.

Now I'm tempted to try to come 
up with some excuse for not 
doing as well this month as I had 
hoped. But with the watch-your- 
weight-words I have in mind, I 
don't dare use a flimsy excuse! 
At least I'm still making progress 
in the right direction and next 
month may be the golden month 
for making my goal. How are you 
doing? Let us hear.

By the way, the watch-your- 
weight-words are "Thin excuses 
don't solve fat problems." D
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  HE impersonal computer is 
being used to help people in a 
personal area of their lives their 
health and, thereby, their very 
lifespan.

For the past ten years, Dr. Lewis 
Robbins and his associates at 
Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis 
have been practicing prospective 
medicine. 1 This term is being used 
in some medical circles to describe 
a unique approach to a combina 
tion of preventive and clinical 
care. It includes a search for per 
sons who have higher-than- 
average risks of death and dis 
ability for their age and sex.

Within the past year this well- 
developed medical approach has 
been placed on computer by 
Inter-health, of San Diego, Cali 
fornia. The goal of this program 
is to see the patient safely through 
his next ten years.

The health-hazard appraisal's 
greatest usefulness is in motivat 
ing patients to change their health 
behaviors. This is accomplished 
by comparing their individual 
risk to average-risk calculations of 
persons just like themselves. They 
learn how their risk may be low 
ered if they comply with suggested 
new health behaviors.

Until this program was com 
puterized, attempting to calculate 
risk factors for individual patients

Robert T. Hirst will receive his doctoral 
degree from the California Graduate 
School of Theology this month. He 
holds an M.A. degree in religion from 
Andrews University and an M.P.H. 
degree from Loma Linda University 
School of Health. He has worked as 
a pastor-evangelist for eleven years in 
the Indiana, Arizona, and California 
conferences, and from 1971 to 1972 
served as a health educator at Porter 
Memorial Hospital, Denver, Colorado.

was time-consuming. It now 
requires about ten minutes of 
patient time, and the calculations 
are printed out by computer for 
the physician or his health educa 
tor to review.

Every physician realizes the value 
of preventive medicine, but few 
have the time to make regular, 
consistent efforts to modify patient 
behavior leading to improved 
health. This is due not only to 
lack of physician-time but also to 
frequently discouraging lack of 
response on the patient's part. 
Patients often do not view future 
benefits as worth present effort to 
change their health habits.

Preventive measures do affect 
incidence of disease. It is en 
couraging to note that 75 per cent 
of our decrease in the death rate 
from 17.2 per thousand to 9.5 per 
thousand population since 1900 
has been the result of preventive 
public health measures.

Health-hazard appraisal now 
takes little of the physician's time, 
and the results are seen by the 
patient as being of immediate in 
terest and consequence. A side 
benefit is that it strengthens the 
physician-patient relationship be 
cause it communicates the physi 
cian's real concern for the patient's 
long-term health and well-being.

Very few people have physical 
checkups unless required to do so 
or unless they feel symptoms of 
discomfort or illness. Physical 
examinations that are periodic 
and not dependent upon symp 
toms are the exception rather than 
the rule, even among the affluent. 
These examinations have some 
predictive value because the 
physician may detect the early 
stages of disease before they

become apparent to the patient. 
Blood samples may be taken and 
checked by the laboratory, giving 
the physician an indication of 
developing disease patterns. 
Preventive measures can be 
instituted to interrupt and correct 
the course of a developing dis 
ease.

The prospective approach sup 
plements periodic examinations. 
Yet even the most thorough 
physical examination does not 
measure the patient's individual 
risk of becoming ill in the future. 
It is the objective of prospective 
medicine to continuously and 
comprehensively treat the whole 
patient with the future in view.

Probability tables known as 
Geller Tables are used to show 
causes of death in each five-year 
age category for men and women, 
white and non-white. Risk factors 
have been assigned according to 
data obtained from many sources, 
including insurance studies, 
United States Public Health 
Service data, the Framingham 
Study, the Tecumseh Study, and 
task-force studies on specific 
diseases.

Factors which are known to 
decrease risk values are also 
given so that the results of pre 
ventive efforts may be known in 
advance. The results of this 
evaluation show (1) the "standard 
of average risk" for survival in 
the next ten years, (2) the "individ 
ual risk," and (3) the "compliance 
risk" after intervention. These 
figures can be translated into 
chronological age, health-hazard 
age, and compliance age. The 
patient is then given a profile of 
his risk factors with an appropriate 
risk-reduction prescription, which 
if followed will improve his health

Motivating People
Toward Health
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and decrease his chances of dying 
during the next ten years.

One of the major hurdles in 
health education is the problem 
raised by the objection, "It can't 
happen to me." Health-hazard 
appraisal shows the patient just 
how likely he is to become sick 
and effectively answers this de- 
fensiveness. Some physicians plan 
on using it for all their patients 
at least once annually to determine 
patterns that may be developing 
and to demonstrate to the patient 
that preventive measures are 
effective.

It also provides a very natural 
means for a working relationship 
between a minister-physician- 
health educator team. Such a team 
may be extremely effective in 
reaching people with the gospel, 
including improved physical 
health.

Health educators could profit 
ably be employed full time by 
medical groups in their office 
practice since this seems to be the 
direction of medicine of the 
future. Such a health educator 
would be responsible to the 
physicians and would consult with 
them on individual patient needs 
involving preventive measures.

Prospective medicine enlists 
the self-directed energies of the 
patient. Victor Fuchs wrote in 
Medical Economics that this is one 
of the important steps in improv 
ing people's health. "The greatest 
potential for improving the health 
of the American people," he said, 
"is not to be found in increasing 
the number of physicians or in 
forcing them into groups or even 
in increasing hospital productivity, 
but is to be found in what people 
do and don't do to, and for, them 
selves." 2

ROBERT T. HIRST

Rather than fostering a depend 
ency by the patient on the physi 
cian as the one solely responsible 
for his health, prospective medi 
cine seeks to make the patient well 
and independent. He comes to 
view his health as largely the result 
of his own actions rather than 
chance or an "act of God." He 
reasons from "cause to effect," 
discerning that his actions are 
determinative for his health. 3

Once the present state of the 
patient's health has been es 
timated and a health-hazard ap 
praisal has been completed, a risk- 
reduction prescription based on 
the computer print-out is made 
for the patient. The health educa 
tor, nurse, or trained pastor may 
assist in helping the patient carry 
it out individually or in groups.

For example, let us say that the 
patient is 48 years old, fifty pounds 
overweight, physically inactive, 
smokes 1 1/2 packs of cigarettes 
daily, has high blood pressure 
and too much cholesterol in the 
blood stream. When he's resting, 
electrocardiogram (ECG) tests re 
veal no irregularities in his heart, 
but when he's exercising, abnor 
malities in the heart show up on 
his ECG test.

What is his risk of having a heart 
attack? Very high. In the health- 
hazard appraisal by computer, all 
his risk calculations would be 
printed out also indicating how 
his risk may be lowered if he 
complies with the prescribed risk 
reduction. In this particular case 
he would probably be given the 
following health education pre 
scription: weight reduction, stop 
smoking, a program of physical 
activity based on a maximum 
permissible pulse rate established 
by the physician, a low-cholesterol 
diet, and a program to control 
stress.

As the patient follows the pre 
scribed health education program, 
there will be ample time for 
interaction between the health 
educator and the patient. Op 
portunity is thus provided for the 
development of a trusting relation 
ship and of a view of man as a four- 
dimensional being physical, men 
tal, spiritual, and social. Treatment 
will take some weeks, the length 
determined by the need and pa 
tient response.

Patients often desire instant

solutions to health problems. 
Health habits require time for 
establishment and health profes 
sionals should not easily succumb 
to pressures for "dime-store" 
solutions.

Prospective health-hazard ap 
praisal, when coupled with a sub- 
maximal treadmill evaluation, 
chest x-ray and blood chemistry, 
could make a convincing package 
to offer industry. Centers for risk 
reduction located in the country 
environment (such as St. Helena 
Health Center in Northern Cali 
fornia) would profit from patient 
referrals that an office-based 
practice in a large metropolitan 
area might discover through use 
of the health-hazard appraisal.

The two great neglected classes 
of people are, as they were in 
Ellen White's day, the rich and the 
poor. Our efforts are largely con 
centrated on the middle classes. 4 
Members of the affluent class have 
more than their share of chronic 
diseases and they often work in 
the busy downtown city with its 
polluted atmosphere. Here is one 
approach that might reach both 
classes and enable us to more 
effectively evangelize the great 
unentered concrete jungles of our 
land.

Certainly this is the growing 
edge of space-age medicine. 
Tools for the implementation of 
this program are now available. 
Probably no more favorable time 
has ever existed for an emphasis 
on health. 5 Prevention of disease 
is not only needed but also de 
sired. Here we have a computer 
ized approach that may revolu 
tionize motivational thrusts for 
health education and evangelism. 
Used with care and coupled with 
personal skills, it could succeed 
in modifying health behaviors as 
nothing else has done to date. D
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RCUGIOM
Ih A LOAt OF BR£dD

ROBERT E. ROMANELLI BECAUSE He recognizes that 
they are like sheep having no 
shepherd, Jesus is moved with 
compassion toward the thousands 
who crowd the grassy fields near 
the Galilean sea. All day long the 
Lord has ministered to this great 
crowd of humanity, feeding their 
souls with the words of life that 
fall from His lips in love and 
consideration for their human 
frailties. Now that the day is draw 
ing to a close and the westering 
sun is sinking into a horizon where 
the blue has given way to shades 
of rose and hues of deep purple, 
the Good Shepherd gathers these 
wandering ones about Him and 
works a miracle in their behalf.

After a Long Day

Through the long hours of the 
day He has broken to them the 
Bread of Life, the living word 
whose quickening power revital 
izes the heart dead in trespasses 
and sin. Now He would sustain 
their physical needs as well. 
Seated upon the grass the multi 
tude look wonderingly toward 
Him whose hand set the stars in 
their trans-spatial tent. They still 
do not recognize before them One
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whose creative omnipotence set 
aflame a million suns in their 
trackless courses. Weary from the 
long day's experience and worn 
from the weighty cares of life, 
His sheep look to Him for tender 
understanding.

On that memorable day cen 
turies ago, a simple peasant boy 
was used by the Lord of life to 
open His disciples' eyes to the 
resources of their heavenly Father. 
From this lad who was willing to 
share, the disciples brought to 
their Saviour five barley loaves 
and two small fishes. Calling 
down the blessing of the Eternal 
King upon this meager fare, Jesus 
fed the thousands and even had 
food to spare!

Dependence upon God was 
symbolized in the bread that 
Christ supplied to those hungry 
men and women on that grassy 
plain one spring twilight. The 
Lord was ever seeking ways to 
impress upon His lost sheep the 
fact that their only hope lay in 
Him. Only Christ can provide 
salvation. There is no other name 
by which we can be saved. In the 
symbol of the loaves, Christ is 
seen as the source of all spiritual 
and physical sustenance. "With 
out me," said the Redeemer, "ye 
can do nothing." * "Look unto 
me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else." 2

The symbol of bread is used 
throughout the Bible to illustrate 
both physical and spiritual need. 
Whether symbolized in loaves or 
cakes, in the grains of wheat or in
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some other flour, bread points to 
the purposes of Cod. From the 
shewbread of the sanctuary to the 
communion bread that Paul speaks 
about in the eleventh chapter of 
First Corinthians, the ways of God 
are shown, His dealings with men, 
His infinite, just, and loving 
provisions for the salvation and 
restoration of the race.

Surely the bread that fed the 
thousands came down from 
heaven, for it was heaven that sup 
plied it. To the unbelieving Jews, 
Jesus said, "I am the bread which 
came down from heaven." 3 He 
was the bread that fed the multi 
tude. He was the manna that fed 
Israel in the wilderness. He is 
the bread of life to a perishing 
world. As the manna was a 
symbol of Christ, as the shew 
bread was a symbol of Christ, so 
also the five barley loaves symbol 
ized the Lord and emphasized 
man's dependence upon God for 
all spiritual and temporal bless 
ings. 4

Bread and Life

It may be significant to consider 
at this point the manner in which 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for daily bread. He made bread the 
symbol of all their temporal 
needs. 5 Bread and water in Bible 
times were the two essentials of 
life. 6 Because the term bread often 
meant food in general, a time of 
plenty was referred to as a time of 
fullness of bread, 7 and famine a 
time when there was no bread. 8

Because bread was the staff of 
life to these people, it was held in 
reverence. They would not cut 
bread with a knife, for such an act 
seemed to be the cutting of life 
itself. Rather, they would break 
the bread. Jesus broke bread when 
He gave it to His disciples at the 
last supper. 9 And later on breaking 
bread together came to mean eat 
ing a meal together. 10

The making of grain into flour 
to bake bread was a lengthy proc 
ess for the Jewish housewife. 
The wheat that came from the 
threshing floor had first to be 
separated from pieces of earth, 
stone, straw, and weeds before 
it was carefully sifted. 11 The grain 
was spread out to dry on skins or 
cloths outdoors after it was 
washed. Then it could be stored

or made into flour by pounding it 
with a pestle in a stone mortar. 12

Sometimes the grain was ground in a 
mill. A hand mill was made of two circular 
stones, eighteen to twenty-four inches in 
diameter. The upper stone was rotated by 
hand on the lower one. The lower stone 
was convex and made of limestone or ba 
salt. In its center was a pivot which pro 
jected through a hole in the middle of the 
upper stone. The hole was larger than the 
pivot.

The women poured the grain, a handful 
at a time, through this hole into the mill. 
From the upper stone extended a wooden 
peg which they could grasp to revolve the 
mill. The larger mills were elevated so that a 
donkey, fastened to a singletree, would turn 
the stones. 13

This stone must have been 
heavy, if you remember the way 
Jesus referred to the size and 
weight of the millstone in the 
ninth chapter of Mark. 14

Unleavened bread, mixed with

I Shall 
Not Mind

DEBORAH PEILE

I shall not mind the sharpness
Of the pain, 

If I but know that soon I'll
Walk again. 

Nor shall I dread the darkness
Of the night, 

If I may but awake to see
The light.

I shall not feel the loneliness
Of day, 

If I may now but learn to walk
God's way, 

Nor shall I wish or strive for fame
Or gold, 

If I may have good health of mind
And soul.

I shall not fear the tolling
Of the bell, 

If I may but believe that
All is well. 

Nor shall I hear the falling
Of the sod, 

Ere then I've answered to the call
Of God.

water and salt, could be made in 
a hurry, and was flat. It therefore 
reminded the Jews, during the 
Feast of the Passover, of their 
haste in leaving Egypt. Having no 
yeast in it, this bread was also 
a symbol of that which was free 
from corruption. But yeast or 
wine dregs were used to cause 
fermentation in dough raised for 
leavened bread. 15

Split bread was a loaf that was 
hollow in the middle. In this 
hollow "pocket" the workman 
could carry his olives, figs, and 
dates. 16

The kind of bread that the lad 
gave to Jesus to feed the multitude 
by the sea was similar to a bis 
cuit. 17 Whatever the kind of bread, 
this staple of diet was very im 
portant to the Jewish economy.

Jesus richly underscored His 
statements to the Jews regarding 
Himself as the bread of life: "Your 
fathers did eat manna in the wil 
derness, and are dead. This is the 
bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die. I am the 
living bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever: 
and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world. . . . Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life 
in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day." 1S

When the Lord rained bread 
from heaven upon the children of 
Israel, He taught them a lesson 
about the sacredness of the Sab 
bath; for He commanded them 
to gather the manna for six days 
but not on the seventh day not 
on the Sabbath! They were to 
gather twice as much on the sixth 
day, bake their cakes on the sixth 
day, and hold this bread over, to 
use on the Sabbath day. 19

The pot of manna that, as a 
memorial, was placed in the ark 
of the covenant was a symbol of 
Israel's dependence upon God. 
The pot of manna may be seen 
also as a symbol of promise; God 
will ever be the sustainer of His 
people, even in the earth made 
new. He has promised "a land of 
wheat, and barley, ... a land 
wherein thou shalt eat bread
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without scarceness." 20 This 
promise will be fulfilled in eter 
nity. In that day, His children shall 
eat "the finest of the wheat." 21 
Here bread is associated with joy. 

Bread was associated with joy 
when David gave it to the people 
at the installation of the ark in 
Jerusalem. 22 It may be a joyous 
token of hospitality to strangers 
as when, in the nomad tradition, 
Abraham "entertained angels 
unawares." 23 It was also a joyous 
occasion when Melchizedek 
brought bread and wine to refresh 
the victorious Abraham and his 
army; and as the King of Salem 
presented these gifts to Abraham, 
he blessed the Lord who had 
given Abraham the victory on the 
field of battle, showing again 
through the gifts he presented, the 
necessity of dependence upon 
God.24 So in like manner it was 
upon bread that Jacob vowed his 
allegience to and showed his 
dependence upon the Creator
of all life.25

When bread is not referred to 
directly in the Bible, it is often 
implied by references too 
numerous to consider in a short 
article to grain, flour, and meal.

In His agricultural parables, 
Jesus uses no other grain than 
wheat. Wheat is more expensive 
than barley. For instance, in 2 
Kings 7:1, barley flour is quoted 
at one-half the price of wheat. This 
cheaper barley meal was used for 
an offering for a woman suspected 
of adultery; whereas, the more 
expensive wheat is the fine wheat 
flour of the meat offering, "a thing 
most holy of the offerings of the 
Lord made by fire." 26

Paul alluded to the grain of 
wheat to symbolize the death and 
resurrection in a metaphor of 
sowing and reaping the grain. 27 
As with our bodies, so also are our 
good works sown for return in 
reward. On the banks of the Nile, 
as the river receded, often the 
seed was sown by casting it into 
the muddy delta silt. In time, that 
seed bore precious grain. Solo 
mon uses bread as a symbol to 
explain this phenomenon as it 
reflects reward for good deeds 
done. "Cast thy bread upon the 
waters," the wise man says, "for 
thou shalt find it after many 
days." 28

Perhaps one of the most un- 
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usual references to bread in the 
Bible is the famine bread recipe 
found in Ezekiel 4:9. This austerity 
loaf is an especially sustaining 
type of bread and was ordained 
for symbolic use during famine 
or siege 29 even when ordinary 
bread was available.

Isaiah used bread as a metaphor 
for both physical and spiritual 
health. "Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which 
satisfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness." 30 How often do 
we today spend money for that 
which is not bread, buying and 
laboring for those things that do 
not bring health to either the 
body or the soul! Isaiah's wisdom 
holds special application for a day 
such as ours when an overabun 
dance of unhealthful products 
barrage us from the communica 
tion media and from the shelves of 
stores, tempting us to forget to 
hearken diligently unto the special 
health counsels given in mercy to 
this church!

And to think what bread has 
come to today. Somehow that 
overly refined, bleached white 
flour that modern bakeries manu 
facture into bread seems com 
pletely incompatible with Biblical 
metaphor! Truly, there is a lot of 
religion in a loaf of good bread. 31

D

REFERENCES

1 See |ohn 15:5.
2 Isaiah 45:22.
3 See )ohn 6:41.
4 See Ellen C. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, 

pp. 366, 367.
5 See Matthew 6:11.
6 See Isaiah 3:1.
7 See Proverbs 20:13.
8 See Amos 4:6.
9 See Matthew 26:26.

10 See Acts 20:7.
11 See Luke22:31b.
12 See Leviticus 2:14.
13 Merrill T. Gilbertson, The Way It Was in 

Bible Times. Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing 
House, 1959, p. 21.

14 See Mark 9:42.
15 Gilbertson, p. 23.
16 Ibid.
17 Ibid.
18 John 6:49-51, 53, 54. 
" See Exodus 16:4-31.
20 See Deuteronomy 8:8, 9.
21 See Psalm 147:14.
22 See 2 Samuel 6:13-19.
23 See Hebrews 13:2.
24 See Genesis 14:18-20.
25 See Genesis 28:20, 21.
x See Numbers 5:14, 15; Leviticus 2:1, 3.
27 See 1 Corinthians 15:36-38.
28 Ecclesiastes 11:1.
m See Alastair I. Mackay, Farming and Garden 

ing in the Bible. Old Tappan, New Jersey: 
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1970, p. 103.

30 Isaiah 55:2.
31 See Ellen White, Counsels on Diet and 

Foods, pp. 251, 316.

Without
E. A. WIDMER

MlUCH has been written re 
garding the life, death, resurrec 
tion, and soon return of Christ of 
Galilee. Bruce Barton wrote The 
Man Nobody Knows, stressing the 
manliness of Christ. But little 
attention has been given to the 
perfect health that characterized 
Christ as our example.

Studies on the life of Christ 
frequently focus on His closing 
days in Jerusalem, when He ex 
perienced extreme suffering and 
subsequently collapsed under the 
weight of His own cross.

Does this picture of His temp 
orary physical prostration lead us 
to visualize Christ as a human 
weakling, suffering the ill effects 
of sin and disease? If so, does our 
misconception of physical weak 
ness cast doubt upon the spiritual 
strength of Christ? What was the 
nature of the physical fitness of 
the "lamb without blemish and 
without spot"?

Luke, the physician, testifies 
that "Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with 
God and man" (Luke 2:52). That 
this includes a hearty and vigorous 
physical nature is indicated in the 
following comment:

As Jesus worked in childhood and youth,
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Blemish or Spot

mind and body were developed. He did 
not use His physical powers recklessly, 
but in such a way as to keep them in 
health, that He might do the best work in 
every line.  The Desire of Ages, p. 72.

As Christ matured He assisted 
His father, Joseph, as a carpenter. 
As power tools were unknown, 
one can appreciate the physical 
exertion necessary to follow that 
trade.

He learned a trade, and with His own 
hands worked in the carpenter's shop with 
Joseph. In the simple garb of a common 
laborer He walked the streets of the little 
town, going to and returning from His 
humble work. He did not employ His 
divine power to lessen His burdens or to 
lighten His toil. Ibid.

While still at His carpenter's 
trade, He maintained His physical 
fitness by walking to a quiet-place, 
there to study nature and to pray.

Working at the carpenter's bench, bear 
ing the burdens of home life, learning the 
lessons of obedience and toil, He found 
recreation amidst the scenes of nature, 
gathering knowledge as He sought to 
understand nature's mysteries. He studied 
the word of Cod, and His hours of greatest 
happiness were found when He could 
turn aside from the scene of His labors 
to go into the fields, to meditate in the 
quiet valleys, to hold communion with Cod 
on the mountainside or amid the trees of 
the forest. The Ministry of Healing, p. 52.

This practice was carried over 
into the three and one-half years 
of His ministry. "All day He minis 
tered to the throngs that came to 
Him, and at eventide, or in the 
early morning, He went away to 
the sanctuary of the mountains 
for communion with His Father." 
—Ibid., p. 55.

His earlier experiences pre 
pared Him for the great wilder 
ness trial which lay ahead. After

His baptism, "Jesus returned from 
the Jordan, and for forty days was 
led by the Spirit up and down the 
wilderness and [was] tempted by 
the devil. All that time he had 
nothing to eat, and at the end of it 
he was famished" (Luke 4:1, 2, 
N.E.B.).*

The fasting experience clearly 
demonstrates the extent of Christ's 
physical strength and stamina. 
This was no ordinary fast in which 
the quantity of food was merely 
reduced. Jesus ate nothing while 
subjected to Satan's temptations.

This denial produced severe 
physical and mental suffering and 
only a superior body could have 
endured such a test.

After the foe had departed, Jesus fell 
exhausted to the earth, with the pallor of 
death upon His face. The angels of heaven 
had watched the conflict, beholding their 
loved Commander as He passed through 
inexpressible suffering to make a way of 
escape for us. He had endured the test, 
greater than we shall ever be called to 
endure. The angels now ministered to the 
Son of Cod as He lay like one dying. 
He was strengthened with food, comforted 
with the message of His Father's love and 
the assurance that all heaven triumphed 
in His victory. The Desire of Ages, p. 131.

A fast of forty days is not un 
realistic even when viewed from 
the standpoint of modern scien 
tific knowledge. A man of average 
weight has necessary food re 
serves to survive for two or even 
three months provided he has 
an adequate water supply and is 
either in a temperate climate or 
well-clothed. Transactions Amer 
ican Clinical Climatological Asso 
ciation, vol. 79, 13-20, 1968.

Keys, in his book The Biology

of Human Starvation, reports an 
experimental study of the effects 
of semistarvation in man. Thirty- 
six healthy male volunteers were 
provided with an average daily 
intake of 1,570 calories. (Normal 
daily energy needs for a 150- 
pound man would be approxi 
mately 2,800 calories.) All of the 
thirty-six subjects developed 
neurotic symptoms during the 
second month of semistarvation. 
That Christ could still think ration 
ally despite complete starvation 
for forty days is suggested by His 
ready reply to the first temptation, 
"It is written, That man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every 
word of Cod" (Luke 4:4).

Peter tells us that we were "not 
redeemed with corruptible things" 
but with the precious blood of "a 
lamb without blemish and without 
spot" (1 Peter 1:18, 19). Here is 
scriptural evidence that Christ was 
a perfect being, just as the sacri 
ficial lamb had to be physically 
perfect.

The significance of Christ's 
exemplary physical condition as 
far as the health of Adventist 
workers is concerned is clearly 
indicated to us in The Ministry 
of Healing:

Never another toiled with such self- 
consuming zeal for the good of men. Yet 
His was a life of health. Physically as well as 
spiritually He was represented by the 
sacrificial lamb. ... In body as in soul He 
was an example of what Cod designed all 
humanity to be through obedience to His 
laws. Page 51.

* From The New English Bible, © The Delegates 
of the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of 
the Cambridge University Press 1970. Reprinted 
by permission.
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M>

"who, me?"

AMELIA HUBLEY SHERRARD

IR. ALLMAN looked at me 
in puzzled surprise. He had been 
giving polite, nonchalant answers 
to my inquiries regarding his 
general health habits but my last 
question had gotten through and 
now he was captivated.

"You wouldn't consider yourself 
a lawbreaker would you?" I had 
asked. And his "Who, me?" was 
both an eloquent denial and a 
wide open door.

"The laws of health are just as 
fixed as the law of gravity," I re 
minded him, realizing his type 
preferred the direct approach, 
"just how have you expected to 
function under the violations 
you've been guilty of? For instance 
what do you think your body uses 
to build and maintain its many 
systems?"

He grinned and scratched his 
head. "Would you believe it if I 
told you I guess I've never given 
it a thought?" he admitted. "I 
always sort of figured my stomach 
and heart and all the rest that are 
suddenly acting up were just  
there!"

"And that your health habits 
were in no way related to them?"

"Well," he thought a moment. 
"I guess in college 1 missed out on 
a lot of science. Actually, I 
probably just figured / was im 
mune. You know, healthy, never 
had a sick day in my life and all 
that. I sure didn't expect anything 
like this!" His eyes swept over 
the hospital room and the bed he 
was occupying.

My successful young execu 
tive's attitude actually sounded 
like a well-verbalized variation of 
an old, old theme. It starts off 
with a complete agreement that 
the laws of health are there and 
that they certainly do apply to 
everyone except Who, me? 
I'm different!

How well I know! During my 
days of training, school nursing, 
and teaching health classes I

Amelia Sherrard is health educator at 
Sim! Valley Adventist Hospital in 
Simi, California. She received her 
B.S.N.E. degree from Walla Walla 
College, where she later served as 
dean of women. She has served as 
child-evangelism secretary, parent- 
and-home secretary, and health-de 
partment secretary of the Northern 
Philippine Union Mission.

piously stressed the importance of 
practicing good health habits 
while deftly deflecting any focus 
on my own inconsistencies. Oh, 
true, occasionally warning lights 
blinked, but I wasn't worried. I 
was buoyantly healthy and came 
from long-lived stock. Anyhow, 
health was 90 per cent mind over 
matter, and hypochondriacs and I 
were on opposite ends of the 
pole. Healthwise, life stretched 
ahead under a cloudless sky.

My reckoning day was unex 
pected and very real. I remember 
gazing at the bottles of pills on 
my bedside table and thinking, 
"Why? Why me?" I certainly 
wasn't doing anything that wrong 
and mid-thirty was much too 
young to be falling apart. My eyes 
drifted to the bookcase and rested 
on the red volumes I had always 
used as my most authoritative 
sources in my health classes. I had 
seen them radically change many 
lives and I sincerely believed them 
to be inspired.

I took the volumes down and as 
I skimmed over the well-marked 
pages, certain statements seemed 
to leap out in bold print some of 
them over and over. I felt a grow 
ing sense of discomfort as 1 real 
ized I was guilty of an incredibly 
long list of infractions of basic 
health principles. Could it be I 
was not so different, 1 pondered, 
recalling the remark of a friend. 
"You know," she had commented, 
"the only people who are really 
different are the ones who recog 
nize that they probably aren't!" 
I had laughingly agreed at the 
time, but now suddenly I felt like 
Saul under the spotlight from 
outer space. "Who, me? Do these 
principles really apply to me?" 
And finally as 1 studied on, the 
conviction came through clear 
and strong, "Yes, you."

"Lord," I promised, "starting 
now and with Your help I'm going 
to make some changes. If it kills 
me," I added with illogical but 
grim determination. And for the 
first few weeks I thought it would.

Take for one example the area 
of appetite. I hadn't realized the 
dimensions of the struggle to 
change wrong habits of eating. 
Believe me, it hasn't been over 
stated. Over twenty years later  
and over twenty pounds lighter  
the battle still goes on. But the
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Spotlight on Health
DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS

1. What are dietary supplements? Dietary supple 
ments are specially formulated preparations contain 
ing vitamins, minerals, or protein; or combinations 
of these and other nutrients. Their function is to 
furnish additional nutrients to one's regular diet. 
They may be prescribed by a physician for a patient 
who has a vitamin deficiency or for a patient who 
has greater vitamin needs, e.g., pregnancy. These 
products are sold as tablets, capsules, pills, wafers, 
powders, or liquids.

2. Are "natural" vitamins (those found in foods) 
better than "synthetic" vitamins (vitamins manufac 
tured in the laboratory)? All vitamins are specific 
chemical compounds. They have the same composi 
tion and have the same effect on the body, whether 
they are produced synthetically in a laboratory or 
derived from natural sources.

3. Should everyone take vitamin and mineral sup 
plements daily to maintain good health? Most Amer 
icans, who eat a diet composed of a variety of foods, 
generally have no need for dietary supplements. 
However, persons who are unable to consume such 
a varied diet or who are ill or have nutrient needs 
that are difficult to meet with available foods may 
benefit from dietary supplements. Iron supplements 
are often prescribed for this reason for infants, the 
young, and pregnant women.

4. Will dietary supplements give a person pep or a 
feeling of well-being? Feeling poorly, lacking pep  
these are symptoms that may be caused by disease, 
by emotional stress, by loss of sleep, as well as by 
poor nutrition. If a deficiency of vitamins, minerals, 
or protein were the cause, then dietary supplements

might reduce the symptoms and a feeling of well- 
being would be restored. Of course, it is extremely 
difficult for the average individual to accurately diag 
nose the cause of these symptoms. If the symptoms 
persist, he'd be wise to see a physician.

5. Can one take too many vitamins and minerals? 
Vitamins are either water soluble or fat soluble. The 
water soluble are the B group of vitamins and vita 
min C, and they are not stored in the body. Any of 
these vitamins which are not needed are excreted 
from the body. The fat soluble vitamins are A, D, E, 
and K. They are stored in the body, and an excess 
of vitamins A and D in particular could be toxic.

6. What is the difference between "enriched" 
foods and "fortified" foods? "Enriched" foods 
(chiefly those made from cereal grains) are nutri 
tionally improved by replacing or restoring amounts 
of thiamine, riboflavin, niacin, and iron removed by 
processing. All four of these ingredients must be 
included if a product is labeled "enriched." Cal 
cium and vitamin D are optional ingredients and 
may be included or omitted at the discretion of the 
manufacturer. If included, they must be stated on 
the label.

The term "fortified" is applied to foods where one 
or more ingredients have been added to provide 
certain nutrients that may or may not be present 
naturally in the food. The addition of vitamin D to 
milk and iodine to table salt are examples.

(Information obtained from "PDA Fact Sheet" pub 
lished by the U.S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare; Food and Drug Administration.)

Continued on page 38

From page 36

rewards in this and every other 
area that demanded changes are 
more than worth the effort.

Unless you are an identical 
twin, says an A.M.A. Journal in 
my files, the chances of your 
being exactly like anyone else 
ever born are something like one 
in several trillion. So we are in 
dividuals. But this does not change 
the fact that we were created 
under physical laws 1 and that 
perfect obedience to Cod's com 
mandments calls for conformity 
to these laws. 2

We don't often think of its being 
as great a sin to break the laws 
of health as to break the Ten 
Commandments3 yet in all honesty 
we have to admit that they are

simply an amplification of "Thou 
shalt not kill," and "Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me."

Considering the vast amount of 
instruction from both science and 
inspiration we can hardly plead 
ignorance as an excuse for dis 
obedience. The fact that ignorance 
is in itself a sin is a sobering 
thought! 4

Obedience was never meant 
to be a drudge of sacrifice and 
self-denial. And its impelling 
motive should not be fear. That's 
the devil's oldest trap. The most 
impelling motive for conforming 
my life-style to the laws of my 
being is the fact that I have made 
a total commitment and that care 
less or willful violation places me 
out of harmony with Cod's plan 
for me. 5

Who, me? Out of harmony 
when the most important thing in 
the world is to be in harmony?

Well, it's worth investigating. D

REFERENCES

1 Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 
415.

2     Counsels to Parents and Teachers, p. 
295.

3     Counsels on Health, p. 40.
4 Ibid., pp. 21, 322.
5     Education, p. 197.

[EDITOR'S NOTE: We would like 
to make "Who, Me?" a monthly 
feature, and readers' contribu 
tions would be appreciated. If you 
have made some change in health 
practice that proved to be rather 
dramatically beneficial, write your 
experience and send it to The 
Ministry, Cottage 70, Loma Linda 
University, Loma Linda, California 
92354.]
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SAUNA VS. SHOWER

If you're thinking of adding a sauna room to your 
house, think twice you may be able to save some 
money. Two Finnish psychologists say that an or 
dinary shower accomplishes everything a sauna 
does, and fully as well.

The two psychologists, Jonna Kuusinen and 
Markku Heinonen, made a study of 40 young men. 
They tested them, before and after saunas, for re 
action time, intelligence, coordination, psychologi 
cal effects, and mood. The study was done with the 
support of the Finnish Sauna Society.

After their sauna bath, the subjects were less 
anxious, less hostile, and more relaxed than they 
were prior to the bath. When the experiment was 
repeated with an ordinary shower, the same results 
occurred. ("Intelligence Report," Parade, January 
14, 1973.)

BREEDING MAY OR MAY NOT INCREASE 

NUTRIENTS

Undoubtedly many crops could be genetically 
improved to increase their nutrient content. Ac 
tually, this is not happening to any important extent. 
Plant breeding money goes mostly into increasing 
disease and insect resistance (both very important), 
improving yield, bettering color, making growing 
period and size more uniform to permit mechanical 
harvesting, and the like.

Prof. Mark L. Tomes, of Purdue University, says 
that breeding is sometimes counter-productive so 
far as nutrients are concerned. For example, efforts 
are made to obtain redder tomatoes, and the more 
the lycopene content producing the red color is 
increased, the more the beta-carotene content of 
vitamin A is reduced.

The point is clear, he says. We have learned to 
like red tomatoes for no specially good reason  
and now it is difficult to introduce a new, more- 
nutritious type that does not fit our notions. 
(Nutrition Notes, August, 1972, No. 56, p. 4; infor 
mation from Breeding for Improved Nutritional 
Value, Tomes, symposium, HortScience 7 (2) April, 
1972, pp. 154-156.)

WATER PROBLEMS

Nitrates: Studies emanating from the University 
of Oregon Medical School indicate that the exces 
sive use of nitrates in soil fertilization results in 
high nitrate levels in the ground waters which in 
turn when used for drinking can contribute to the 
elevation of blood pressures.

Fluorides: From London comes a study showing 
that fluorides tend to be higher in hard waters, and 
the higher the fluoride content the greater the risk 
of producing goiters. This has also been substan 
tiated in animal experiments which show that "flu 
oride produces goiter when fed to animals." (Lancet, 
May 27, 1972.)

Cancer in fish: A study of fish in the Fox River of 
Wisconsin and Illinois showed that all types of fish

had cancers, but carp and suckers had the highest 
incidence 16 per cent. The findings in such pol 
luted rivers of the United States were contrasted 
with Canadian fish in unpolluted regions where the 
incidence of fish cancer was exceedingly low. The 
report mentions some known carcinogens found in 
fish from polluted rivers, among which are benz- 
anthracene, toluene, gasoline, and some nitrog 
enous compounds from fertilizers.

The researcher ends his advice by saying, "Don't 
fish in waters you know are polluted." (Medical 
World News, June 23, 1972.)
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Editorials From page 3

ness. We have the light of the prophetic word to 
guide us on our way toward the kingdom. Let us be 
lieve it, live it, and proclaim it.

One note of caution, however, needs to be 
sounded here. Although we should with joy declare 
fulfilled prophecy, we should be very cautious about 
speculation on some of the unfulfilled prophecies. 
Some prophecies are so clear and specific that we 
need not hesitate to present them. Others will be 
fully understood only in the light of their fulfill 
ment. Let us then leave speculation to those who 
delight in the fanciful and fantastic. Let us never, 
however, abandon the field of Bible prophecy to 
those who delight in sensational speculation. Let us 
not leave people in doubt and uncertainty about the 
"more sure word of prophecy."

Let us proclaim only what God has clearly re 
vealed about the future. Where applications are ob 
scure, let us be slow to speculate lest we weaken 
faith and confidence in the Inspired Word.

N. R. D.

"HERE I STAND!"

JUSTICE WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST, youngest and 
newest member of the United States Supreme Court, 
told a group of clergymen in Washington, D.C., that 
since his arrival in Washington four years ago he 
has been struck by the relatively small number of 
people he has come in contact with who seem to 
have any deeply held convictions. He sees even a 
smaller number of those who seem to be willing 
to speak out for their convictions.

He contrasted this apparent apathy with the 
experience of Martin Luther before the Diet of 
Worms and his famous, "Here I stand."

"If I properly apprehend his characteristics," 
Justice Rehnquist continued, "it seems to me that 
the first of them was the tremendous deeply held 
conviction which he had." He continued by quoting 
a comment by the noted British historian Lord Acton, 
who said: "Luther at Worms is the most pregnant 
and momentous fact in our history."

"I would certainly think," the Justice said, "that 
one of the main reasons why Martin Luther was that, 
is because of his absolutely inflexible determination 
to follow what he thought was right in the face of 
overwhelming odds."

One element of effective preaching is the sense 
of conviction or authority. The preacher should not 
be apologetic. He must believe that he is sent from 
God. He must see himself as a man under orders, 
under a commission, and under authority. He is an 
ambassador, and as such he must stand before the 
congregation as a sent messenger.

This does not mean that we are self-confident. 
Our attitude should, rather, be like that of Paul, 
who went "in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling." It does mean, however, that we are 
aware of the solemnity, seriousness, and importance 
of what we are doing an awareness that leads us to

trust fully in Christ and not in self.
As Christ's representatives we must have convic 

tions as to our calling and our message. The words 
spoken must be grounded in Scripture and fully 
believed. Then earnestly proclaimed.

A Seventh-day Adventist minister, if he is to be 
effective and true to his calling, must have at least 
the following convictions:

1. That the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy writ 
ings are infallible guides.

2. That the pillars of our faith, firmly established 
in the early years of our history through much study 
and prayer and confirmed by the Spirit of Prophecy, 
are true.

3. That the Seventh-day Adventist Church is the 
true remnant of prophecy, the movement witnessed 
by John in the Revelation, identified as God's 
commandment-keeping people, whose faith is in 
Jesus, and who are enjoying the benefits of the Spirit 
of Prophecy. It arose at the right time with the right 
message, and is carrying on the exact work foretold 
in the prophecies.

4. That God is leading the church and thus its 
cause is sure to triumph.

Any minister or educator in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church who is uncertain or compromising 
in regard to any of these positions will find it 
difficult to speak with the conviction necessary if 
we are to fulfill our task in presenting the full mes 
sage that is to prepare a people for the coming of 
Jesus.

O. M. B.

Interested in Care for Our Aged and Our 
Nursing Homes: "Thursday morning, Mrs. 
[Ellen G.] White and her helpers drove to Ster 
ling, a distance of about five miles from South 
Lancaster [Massachusetts], to visit the 'Pilgrims' 
Rest,' a property recently purchased by the 
Atlantic Union Conference as a home for some 
of our aged brethren and sisters. This property 
consists of one hundred fourteen acres of land, 
a twenty-six-room house, and a well-built, com 
modious barn. The house was originally built 
by the town of Sterling. At the time of our visit, 
the building was being fitted up for use. Several 
applications had been made for admission, but 
the home had not been formally opened.

"In securing this home, our brethren did not 
intend to ignore the obligations resting upon 
the relatives of our aged brethren and sisters 
to care for those of their own household. Nor 
would they remove from the members of local 
churches the responsibility of caring for the 
poor and needy among them. But there are 
some who have no one to whom they can look 
for sympathy or support, and for such as these 
the Pilgrims' Rest gives promise of furnishing an 
ideal retreat." D. E. Robinson, "Visit in Cen 
tral New England," in Review and Herald, 
Dec. 2, 1909, p. 8.
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A regular Shepherdess feature sponsored by Catherine Dower.

easy does it
KAY DOWER

Plan-ahead foods for a carefree summer.

WITH summer here in all its 
glory we think of camp meetings, 
traveling, vacations, picnics, and 
long Sabbath evenings. This usu 
ally means we need good nourish 
ing food ready to eat at a mo 
ment's notice. Why not stock the 
freezer with some goodies so 
you are always ready?

Friends have given me recipes 
that have become favorites at our 
house. I would like to share some 
with you. Bertha Leiske Hempel 
gave us a recipe for fruit soup at 
the Atlantic Union Conference 
session a few years ago. She uses 
it for a quick Saturday night sup 
per with sandwiches or toast. It 
is a variation of the regular Swed 
ish frukt suppa using dried fruits.

Fruit Soup

3 cups water or light fruit 
juice

4 tablespoons tapioca 
1/2 cup sugar or honey or less 
1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 cinnamon stick 
Cook for 4 to 5 minutes, stir 

ring. Remove from heat. 
Add:

3 cups frozen strawberries 
1 can crushed pineapple 
1 tablespoon lemon juice.

Serve warm or chilled. If chilled 
and you don't mind the calories 
add a dollop of sour cream to 
each bowl. Slice bananas on top.

While in College Place, Wash 
ington, attending MISSION '72 
meetings, Esther Lund Smith 
served some good oatmeal sticks 
with a fruit salad for lunch. They 
are so nutritious that I've named 
them nutro-logs. They would even 
be a good substitute for a bowl of
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crunch granola on the rare occa 
sions that one oversleeps.

N litre-Logs

5 cups quick oats 
3/4 cup dark brown sugar or

date sugar 
1/2 cup wheat germ 
3/4 cup oil
1/2 cup crushed walnuts 
1/2 cup crushed sunflower

seeds
1/2 cup crushed pecans 
1/2 cup crushed almonds

1 cup unsweetened coconut

Mix ingredients. Add 1-1/2 cup 
to 2 cups water to make dough 
of "play-do" consistency. Roll 
into logs 6 inches long and about 
1/2 inch in diameter. Bake at 325  
for about 45 minutes. (The sugar 
may be omitted if you prefer an 
unsweetened log to eat with vege 
table soup.)

A patient used to bring me a 
box of date-nut bars when she 
came for treatment. These have 
been a long-time favorite.

Date-Nut Bars

2 eggs, beaten until very light
and lemon colored 

1 cup brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 cup chopped dates 
1 cup chopped nuts

Spread on a greased 7 by 11 
inch pan. Bake at 350  for 20 
minutes. Cut into bars.

I usually make a double batch 
of these brown oatmeal rolls. I 
roll the dough as if for a bread 
stick and tie it in a bow knot. Dip 
the top in water and then in ses 
ame seeds for a delicious crunchy 
crust. Mrs. Glenn Patterson

shared this recipe with me when 
Pastor Patterson was in Tacoma, 
Washington.

Brown Oatmeal Rolls

2 cups boiling water 
1 cup rolled oats 
3 tablespoons oil 

2/3 cup brown sugar
1 tablespoon yeast dissolved 

in 1/2 cup lukewarm 
water

2 teaspoons salt
5 to 5-1/2 cups flour (I use 

unbleached flourand usu 
ally substitute 1/2 cup 
whole-wheat flour, 1/2 
cup soy flour, 1/2 cup 
wheat germ for part of 
the flour. This enriches 
the product. You can use 
all or any of these flours.)

Pour boiling water over the oats. 
Let cool. Add remaining ingredi 
ents, including the dissolved 
yeast. Knead lightly. Let rise 
again. Shape into rolls. Bake at 
375  for 20 to 25 minutes. Cool. 
Store in plastic bags in the freezer. 
Good for sandwiches, too.

I use oil in almost all of my 
cooking. Also, when I make pie 
crust, sweet rolls, or cookies, I 
add wheat germ or soy flour or 
both. We have become so accus 
tomed to our highly bleached 
white flour that we forget that 
the nutritious and tasty "germ" 
has been removed and even en 
riched flours contain only four of 
the many ingredients known to 
have been removed from it in 
milling.

Dr. Clive McKay, of Cornell 
University, developed a "triple 
rich flour formula," which would 
add health-giving properties to 
our foods, if followed. When 
flour is measured to be used in 
bread, cookies, muffins, or cake, 
put in the bottom of the cup 1 
tablespoon soya flour, 1 table 
spoon dry milk solids, and 1 tea 
spoon wheat germ. Then fill the 
cup with sifted unbleached flour.

In speaking about the use of oil 
in baking, perhaps you haven't 
had success with an oil piecrust. 
I use Betty Crocker's recipe and 
adapt it to my way of cooking.



Dear Shepherdesses,
A young wife and mother is currently the Sabbath school sec 

retary in our friendly little church. One recent report she en 
titled, "In View of Eternity." It found a response in my heart as 
I remembered some of the frustrations I had as a young mother, 
and I would like to share it with you.

"From all appearances it would seem that too many of us 
view heaven and the soon coming of Christ as just lovely fairy 
tales much like those of Goldilocks and the Three Bears or Lit 
tle Red Riding Hood. Are they a reality to us? Are we thinking of 
eternity every day, every hour of our lives?

"I've come face-to-face with these questions in my own life 
and I'd like to share my findings with you. I am one of those peo 
ple who can face a crisis, but can't cope with trivialities. For in 
stance, last winter when our car spun on an icy road hurtling to 
ward a forty-foot embankment I remember thinking, 'Our angels 
are with us. They will protect us.' And they did. But the sight of 
my daughter knocking over a mere four ounces of milk on the 
kitchen floor is enough to send me into hysterics.

"I began to notice this tendency in myself, and decided to find 
a way to live easier with the little irritations in life.

"The idea came to me as I was preparing to yell at Laurie for 
spilling something (spills are frequent at our house), How im 
portant will this spilled juice seem in the light of eternity? When 
I stand before God in the judgment day, how important will this 
be? Then, rather than yelling I handed Laurie a paper towel, 
helped her clean up the mess, and simply told her she would 
have to try to be more careful the next time. She felt better and 
so did I.

"My new philosophy has found plenty of uses when our car 
won't start, when my husband is late, in a traffic jam, when a lit 
tle word of criticism reaches me.

"Perhaps you react differently than I do. Perhaps you can 
meet the little problems of life with serenity, but the real calam 
ities put you at the end of your rope. Remember, this world is 
not our final resting place or reward. There is an eternity where 
financial ruin, illness, heartbreak, and death will never touch us.

"I have found that one way we can make heaven a reality is 
by daily communication with God through Bible study and 
prayer. By keeping in touch with heaven we will begin to live 
every day in preparation for it."

There are many things in life that irritate and depress us, but 
if our love for Christ does not make us sincere, kind, patient, 
forbearing, heavenly-minded, we better do some heart search 
ing as this young mother has done.

As Joe Engelkemier asks, "Can you picture the mother of 
Jesus speaking to her Son impatiently? Can you imagine her yell 
ing at Him?"

May we all learn the needed lessons of life by sitting at the 
feet of Jesus.

With love, 
Kay

Her recipe calls for 1 cup flour 'i 
plus 2 tablespoonfuls, 1/2 tea- | 
spoon salt, 1/3 cup oil, and 2 ta-l 
blespoons water. I substitute 2| 
tablespoons of either soy flour|j 
or wheat germ for the extra flour. || 
Then I mix all the ingredients and' 1 
roll them between heavy plastic.

(I cut up a heavy plastic bag  
one large piece for the bottom 
and one to use on top. It does 
not wrinkle, slide or tear like wax 
paper does. 1 wash it each time 
and store for future use.)

This recipe is for a one-crust 
pie, which should be fitted into

a pie plate, pricked, and baked at 
375  for 12 to 15 minutes. The 
recipe should be doubled for a 
two-crust pie.

I enjoy making crackers, and 
these are crisp and good:

Crisp Crackers

3 cups quick oats 
2 cups flour 
1 cup wheat germ 
1 teaspoon salt 
3 tablespoons sugar (optional) 

3/4 cup oil 
1 cup water

Mix. Roll on two lightly greased, 
large (13 by 17) cooky sheets. 
Sprinkle with salt. Mark in squares 
or diamonds. Bake at 325  for 30 
minutes.

I like to make and serve popcorn 
and as a treat make caramel corn. 
This is an easy recipe:

Caramel Corn

1/3 cup water 
1/3 cup light karo 

1 pound brown sugar

Boil until it cracks in cold water 
or about 272 . Pour over 2 quarts 
or more of popped corn to which 
1 or 2 cups of nuts have been 
added. Stir until corn is well 
coated. Spread out on a cooky 
sheet to cool.

Do you have a good recipe for 
crunchy granola? This is one my 
sister-in-law, Beulah Carlson, 
gave me. It is really good and 
"sticks to the ribs" with no call 
for in-between-meal nibbling!

Crunchy Granola

10 cups oats (raw) 
1 cup sesame seeds 
1 cup wheat germ 
1 cup sunflower seed 
1 cup coconut 
1 cup chopped nuts 
1 cup hot water 
1 cup brown sugar (or less)
1 teaspoon or more salt
2 teaspoons vanilla 

1/2 cup oil
1/2 to 1 cup water or enough to 

moisten lightly

Put in a large pan. Bake at 200  
for 2 hours, stirring occasionally. 
Bake until golden brown. Store in 
covered container. (Serve with 
milk and fruit for a good break 
fast.)
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Our Historic Faith 
and
Contemporary 
Conflict
Conclusion

EDWIN G. ESSERY

f\J THE center of the conflict 
between historical Christian and 
modern existentialist philosophy 
is the truth about God. The God 
of Harvey Cox offers no sure fu 
ture for man. Paul Van Buren and 
T. J. J. Altizer each contributed in 
his own way to the concept that 
God has withdrawn from or 
ceased to exist in modern society. 
Rudolph Bultmann denies the 
"God-ness" of Jesus. What may 
be said of the relationship of Paul 
Tillich's "ground of being" con 
cept to the teachings of our his 
toric faith?

However attractive Tillich's 
theology might be to many mod 
ern minds, we must be quite frank 
in exposing its basic error its 
teaching about God. The God 
whom Christians know through 
the Bible and through the revela 
tion of Himself in His Son, is not 
the god Tillich teaches. Tillich 
teaches that by our taking the 
Biblical statements about God lit-
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erally, we conceive of God as a 
personal, omnipotent, and eternal 
Being. He suggests that the only 
way to obviate supernatural ism 
in our understanding of God is to 
speak of him as "being itself" or 
"the ground of being." But this 
theory of Tillich is contrary to the 
Bible, which clearly teaches a 
definite personal relationship 
between God and man.

In Tillich's system, his god re 
veals itself to us when the mind is 
grasped by the mystery of this 
"ground of being." Tillich further 
teaches that this "revelation" of 
the "ground of being" can come 
to us through various media, as 
by nature, through historical 
events, through prayer, et cetera. 
But "prayer" in Tillich's system 
simply means the disclosure of 
the mystery of being, and he 
further says, but "if it is brought 
down to the level of a conversation 
between two beings, it is blas 
phemous and ridiculous." 1 It is 
obvious, therefore, that Tillich's 
conception of God is a complete 
caricature of the theistic view al 
ways held by the Christian church 
on the basis of Bible teaching.

Now let us look at Tillich's view 
of Christ. Although he admits that 
Jesus Christ is the central fact of 
the Christian faith, we must care 
fully note how he interprets this 
fact. He says, "If theology ignores 
the fact to which the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth points, it ignores the 
basic Christian assertion that 
Essential God-Manhood has ap 
peared within existence, and sub 
jected itself to the conditions of 
existence without being con 
quered by them." 2 These con 
cepts, however, have an entirely

different meaning in Tillich's sys 
tem. This becomes clear when 
one learns that Tillich denies that 
Jesus Christ was the pre-existent 
Son of God who came down from 
heaven and became man. He 
treats all this as mythology. Speak 
ing of supernaturalism and literal 
ism, Tillich says that literalism 
when applied to the title Son of 
man, imagines "a transcendent 
being who, once upon a time, was 
sent down from his heavenly 
place and transmuted into a man. 
In this way a true and powerful 
symbol becomes an absurd story, 
and the Christ becomes a half- 
god, a particular being between 
God and man." 3

According to Tillich, the only 
thing we know with certainty is 
that in the historical person whom 
the New Testament calls Jesus, 
the "New Being" was present. It 
means (in Tillich's system) that 
this man Jesus conquers the state 
of estrangement in which men 
exist. Tillich states that "man is 
estranged from the ground of his 
being, from other beings, and from 
himself," 4 but Jesus as the "New 
Being" is said to overcome this 
existential estrangement. In all 
this picture of Christ, even His sin- 
lessness is denied. Tillich states, 
"the term 'sinlessness' is a ration 
alization of the biblical picture of 
him who has conquered the forces 
of existential estrangement within 
existence." 5

What of the cross, the atone 
ment, and the resurrection in Til 
lich's system? These also have an 
important role for Tillich; but 
again, they do not have the usual 
meaning known in orthodox 
Christianity. Tillich says that they 
are symbols and that they must be 
understood as such, for they lose 
their meaning if taken literally. 
He admits that these symbols have 
a relation to factual reality, for he 
states, "Without the factual ele 
ment, the Christ would not have 
participated in existence and 
consequently not have been the 
Christ." 6

Tillich goes on to explain his 
view that in the New Testament 
"the Cross of Jesus is seen as an 
event that happened in time and 
space. But, as the Cross of the 
Jesus who is the Christ, it is a sym 
bol and a part of a myth. It is the 
myth of the bearer of the new



eon who suffers the death of a 
convict and slave under the pow 
ers of that old eon which he is to 
conquer. . . . The only factual ele 
ment in it (i.e., in the cross) hav 
ing the immediate certainty of 
faith is the surrender of him who 
is called the Christ to the ultimate 
consequence of existence, namely, 
death under the conditions of es 
trangement. Everything else is a 
matter of historical probability, 
elaborated out of legendary in 
terpretation." 7

The Resurrection in Tillich's System

Concerning the resurrection, 
Tillich says, "Theologically speak 
ing, it is a rationalization of the 
event, interpreting it with physi 
cal categories that identify resur 
rection with the presence or ab 
sence of a physical body." 8 What 
happened, Tillich explains, was 
that the disciples became aware 
of the fact that the "New Being" in 
Jesus was spiritually present with 
them. Note how Tillich puts this. 
"The power of his being had im 
pressed itself indelibly upon the 
disciples as the power of the New 
Being. In this tension something 
unique happened. In an ecstatic 
experience the concrete picture 
of Jesus of Nazareth became indis- 
solubly united with the reality of 
the New Being, . . . But this pres 
ence does not have the character 
of a revived (and transmuted) body. 
... It has the character of a spirit 
ual presence. . . . This is the 
event. It has been interpreted 
through the symbol 'Resurrection' 
which was readily available in the 
thought forms of that day." 9 
The ascension and the Second 
Advent receive a similar interpre 
tation.

A Serious Distortion

What we have from Paul Tillich 
is nothing less than a serious dis 
tortion of the gospel an error 
robbing it of all its saving power. 
Tillich explicitly rejects the idea 
of substantial suffering, stating, 
"Cod participates in the suffering 
of existential estrangement, but 
his suffering is not a substitute 
for the suffering of the creature. 
Neither is the suffering of the 
Christ a substitute for the suffering 
of man." 10

Some of the teachings of Tillich 
were popularized by Dr. J. A. T. 
Robinson in his book Honest to 
Cod. Robinson also rejects the 
Biblical teaching of atonement. 
He says, "The whole schema of a 
supernatural Being coming down 
from heaven to 'save' mankind 
from sin, in the way that a man 
might put his finger into a glass 
of water to rescue a struggling 
insect, is frankly incredible to man 
'come of age,' who no longer be 
lieves in such a deus ex ma- 
china." 11 What really happens, 
according to Dr. Robinson, is that 
Jesus Christ in His life as "the man 
for others," overcomes the es 
trangement and alienation of 
existence, and, he adds, "there, 
in however 'secular' a form, is the 
atonement and the resurrec 
tion." 12

Fact and Mythology

In the nineteenth-century nat 
uralistic or liberal religion, the 
Christian faith was not any more a 
historical faith, but a purely moral 
izing message brought by a cer 
tain teacher. What we might call 
the New Liberalism, as seen in 
Tillich's system, is, however, dif 
ferent and more subtle because 
the so-called New Being is linked 
with a definite historical person 
ality Jesus of Nazareth, and we 
can be saved only when we par 
ticipate in this New Being. But 
all features of this person and his 
life, as portrayed in the New Tes 
tament, are considered by Tillich 
to be but symbols of the real 
event. Therefore, his conclusion 
is that long ago some disciples 
discovered that the New Being 
was present in a certain individual 
(Jesus) and that their existential 
estrangement was conquered in 
him. That certain individual, how 
ever, is not accepted to be the 
pre-existent Son of God who be 
came man, atoned for our sins by 
his suffering and death, and who 
was raised by the Father on the 
third day. All that is considered to 
be mythological; the only reality 
is said to be that of the New Be 
ing.

This, then, is the message that 
Tillich offers. It is not the gospel, 
and it can bring no real comfort 
or healing for the sin-burdened 
soul. The whole basis of the Chris 

tian faith is distorted and changed 
into a vacuous religion expressed 
in philosophical terms of essence 
and existence, estrangement and 
alienation. Nothing is left of the 
plain gospel in its factuality as 
proclaimed in the New Testament. 
What Tillich calls mythology is of 
the utmost importance to the writ 
ers of the New Testament. For Paul 
the bodily resurrection of Christ 
is not a myth, but an incontestible 
fact. For the apostle John the pre- 
existence of Christ is not a symbol 
and myth but is, again, firm fact. 
Furthermore, the "becoming 
flesh" is not a symbol, referring 
to some existential circumstance, 
but the real birth of the Son of 
God in human form. That the eter 
nal Word became flesh is plain 
fact, and to call this fact mythology 
is to change the meaning of the 
words and to turn the gospel into 
a vain philosophy.

Loyalty to Our Message

I think that we cannot rightly 
understand the significance of 
the various religious theories and 
movements today unless we set 
them all in the context of the great 
controversy between Christ and 
Satan. Satan knows that he has 
but a short time, and he is mar 
shaling his forces for the final 
conflict. All the evidence indi 
cates that the controversy is 
nearing its final desperate phase. 
False doctrine will doubtless have 
an important place in Satan's 
scheme to discredit and destroy 
Christianity as a redemptive reli 
gion.

Note what Ellen G. White says 
of the intellectual leaders of 
Christ's own day.

In the specious deceptive reasoning of 
the priests and rulers He [Jesus] discerned 
the working of satanic agencies. 13

Again she writes, referring to the 
desire for self-exaltation among 
the Jewish leaders:

They would receive the false teacher 
because he flattered their pride by sanc 
tioning their cherished opinions and tra 
ditions. ... Is not the same thing repeated 
in our day? 14

As we approach the end, more 
and more people, both in the 
popular churches and outside, will 
be seduced by false doctrine. It 
might well be that they will try to 
justify their position by the author-
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Shop talk
Shop Talk is for the sharing oi ideas for a more effective ministry. Please make contributions
or queries brief—but do make them. Materials printed privately or offered through personal addresses
are not endorsed by the church.

TAPE OF THE MONTH
Are you receiving the benefits 

offered through the Tape of the 
Month Club? These include ap 
proximately three hours of in 
structive and inspirational ma 
terial each month to enhance your 
effectiveness in the work of the 
Lord. The cost is only——

5" reels $25 per year 
7" reels $30 per year 
Cassettes $55 per year

Club memberships must begin 
with either January, April, July, 
or September. Make checks pay 
able to the Ministerial Association.

MAKING THE TREASURER HAPPY
With summer here, the follow 

ing parable of a vacationer taken 
from the Loma Linda Campus 
Hill church bulletin may be ap 
propriate for your church:

"Now, it came to pass as summer drew 
nigh that Mr. Church Member lifted up 
his eyes unto the hills and said, 'Lo, the 
hot days come, and even now are at hand. 
Come, let us go out unto the heights, 
where cold breezes refresh us and glorious 
scenes await.'

'"Thou speakest wisely,' quoth Mrs. 
Church Member, "yet three, yea four, 
things must we do before we go.'

'"Three things I can think of, but not 
four,' responded Mr. Church Member. 'We 
must arrange for our flowers to be watered

From page 43

itative standing of the teacher and 
also by a possible accompanying 
spiritual ecstasy. It surely is no 
coincidence, therefore, that we 
see a resurgence of charismatic 
phenomena. Satan is well able 
to put an apparent stamp of cred 
ibility upon a teaching or move 
ment that might otherwise have 
little popular appeal.

It is in these days that our mes 
sage is particularly relevant. It is 
a corrective message at a time 
when people are again heaping 
"to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears" (2 Tim. 4:3). It is, 
indeed, Cod's last message of 
mercy to a dying world. When we 
Seventh-day Adventists stand 
firmly by prophecy and New Tes 
tament teaching, we might be 
called literalists and biblicists, 
even obscurantists. Our enemies 
might sneer and say that we are 
not keeping up with the progress 
of religious knowledge. What mat 
ters, however, is not that we 
should keep in line with modern 
theologians; we should rather be 
concerned to be absolutely loyal 
to the faith that was "once deliv 
ered unto the saints" (Jude 3).

Whatever else changes in this 
world of change, the gospel does 
not change, and men are in des 

perate need of its saving power. 
Let's face it! Men everywhere are 
perplexed. Philosophers, econo 
mists, scientists, and statesmen 
have no answer to the world's 
problems. In place of the current 
meaninglessness of life, felt by so 
many, the gospel offers a new 
hope. Only when we as a people 
are fully dedicated can we break 
out with power into the contem 
porary scene, and this complete 
dedication is beginning; here and 
there the genuine power of the 
Holy Spirit is manifest.

Finally, brethren, make no mis 
take! Historic Christianity has 
shown itself both the necessary 
and sufficient condition for salva 
tion. There is no escape from the 
absolute validity of this message. 
As Mrs. White states it: "It is as 
certain that we have the truth as 
that God lives." 1S May God help 
us to be faithful and loyal to our 
message and share in the final 
triumph. D

FOOTNOTES

Systematic Theology, vol. 1, p. 127.
Systematic Theology, vol. 2, p. 98.
Ibid., p. 109.
Ibid., p. 44.
Ibid., p. 127.
Ibid., p. 154.
Ibid., pp. 153-155.
Ibid., p. 155.
Ibid., p. 157.
Ibid., p. 176.
Honest to Cod, p. 78.
Ibid., p. 82.
The Desire of Ages, p. 619.
Ibid., p. 213.
Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 595.

and cared for, discontinue our paper, and 
see that the mail is forwarded, but the 
fourth eludes my mind.'

"The fourth is like unto the first three, 
yet more important than all. Thou shall dig 
down in thy purse and pay our church 
pledge, that the good name of the church 
may be preserved and that it may be well 
with thee, for verily I say unto thee, thou 
hast more money now than thou wilt have 
when thou dost return.'

"And it came to pass that Mr. Church 
Member paid his pledge for the summer, 
and the treasurer rejoiced greatly, saying, 
'Of a truth there are those who care for the 
Lord's work.' And it was so."

SONG SLIDES NEEDED
A retired minister who is active 

in missionary work by conducting 
song services in nursing homes 
among the aged and sick had 
more than 150 of his song slides 
stolen, and he misses them 
greatly. If you have some (2-by- 
2 double frame) in good condition 
that you would sell, please con 
tact him as follows:

Pastor Thaddeus Wilson
15 Rochelle Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, 
appearing under this heading, $4.50 for first 
40 words or less, 5 cents each additional word, 
including initials and address, per insertion. 
Cash required with order. Address The Min 
istry, 6840 Eastern Avenue NW., Washington, 
D.C. 20012, U.S.A.

THOUSANDS OF "HARD TO FIND" 
THEOLOGICAL BOOKS and sets now 
in stock. Write for free catalog. Com 
plete libraries purchased. Kregel's 
Bookstore, Dept. M., P.O. Box 2607, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49501.

PERMANENT-PRESSED BAPTISMAL 
ROBES—full-cut, weighted, zippered. 
Six sizes available; ministers' robes 
made to order. More than 30 colors. 
Color card sent only if requested. For 
details write ROBES, P.O. Box 1453, 
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401.

THE HEALTH EDUCATION SUPPLY 
CENTER has audio-visual-literature 
aids available to ministers and other 
educators at discount prices. Write 
for free information, price lists, and 
order forms to: Professional Health 
Media Services, Box 922, Dept. M, 
Loma Linda, CA 92354.
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For New Members!

ilia;

LET'S GET ACQUAINTED?

Administrators, pastors, and evangelists acclaim this 
publication an outstanding aid in integrating new mem 
bers into the church family.

Let's Get Acquainted is a beautifully illustrated twenty- 
four page booklet, 6 by 9 inches, and is to be presented 
to new members at the time of their baptism and welcome 
into church fellowship. Following a warm welcome, is 
helpful information relating to the organization of the 
church and its various departments and functions. The 
object of the unique booklet is to acquaint new members 
with the church they have already learned to love. In 
cluded is instruction regarding membership transfers and 
suggestions for maintaining a vibrant Christian experience.

In the back cover of Let's Get Acquainted is a pocket 
in which the Baptismal Certificate is to be placed.

Every church should carry a supply of Let's Get 
Acquainted. The cost is only 25c each.

Order directly from The Ministerial Association, Gen 
eral Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 6840 Eastern 
Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 20012.
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Recommended reading
The God Who Is There, Francis A. 

Schaeffer, Inter-Varsity Press, 
Downers Grove, Illinois, 1968.

Despair. That is Francis A. Schaef- 
fer's word to describe the state of the 
person of society generally unreached 
by the Christian church today. In this 
volume Schaeffer says this person has 
given up all hope of achieving a 
rational, unified answer to knowledge 
and life.

Despite his intellectual doubts, he 
may have had a true experience of 
the reality of the external world—and 
this is how God made man in His own 
image, able to experience the real 
world—he may have hit upon some 
thing that exists, and it is neither 
nothing nor is it God. He is touching 
the world that is—"the God who is 
there."

But, on the basis of his own world 
view, often this experience seeker is 
not sure that the external world is 
there, for he does not believe there is 
anything objective or that God is real. 
Schaeffer lists factors in the con 
temporary world that have helped 
produce this type of godless person: 
philosophy, rock music, jazz, art, 
culture. Schaeffer traces the history 
of these factors to show how they have 
taught modern man to believe we live 
in an absurd universe. He is taught 
that the only authentic existence is 
existentialism, and since existential 
experience cannot be communicated, 
one cannot communicate content with 
regard to the experiences that he has 
had. Therefore, for the godless person 
there is no objective truth.

Schaeffer digs deep into this 
dilemma. He shows the fallacy of such 
intellectual reasoning by speaking of 
a personal relationship with the 
personal "God who is there," a rela 
tionship based on God's written 
propositional communication to men, 
and on the finished work of Jesus 
Christ in history.

Rationality and faith are not out of 
contact with each other. In fact, for 
Christianity the value of faith depends 
on the object toward which faith is 
directed. So it looks outward, to God, 
to Christ. But modern man cannot 
talk about the object of his faith, only 
about the faith itself. His faith turns 
inward. (He can't even talk about 
enjoying a real wife, observes Schaef 
fer, for there is no objective reality 
in his scheme! The Christian can enjoy 
a wife; he believes God created this 
relationship.)

Schaeffer says by speaking con 
sistently for God in an age of inhu 
manity and impersonality and face- 
lessness, historic Christianity will be 
seen to be more than a superior 
dialect or a better point of psychologi 
cal integration. Rather than despair, 
man will again find his real person 
ality and purpose if he will only open 
the door to a vital relationship with 
God.

E. Lonnie Melashenko

Hippies, Hindus, and Rock & Roll, 
Bob Larson, Published by Bob 
Larson, McCook, Nebraska, Paper 
back, $1.50, 1969.

Rock & Roll, the Devil's Diversion, 
Bob Larson, Published by Bob 
Larson, McCook, Nebraska, 1970, 
Paperback, 170 pages, $2.

Rock and the Church, Bob Larson, 
Creation House, Carol Stream, 
Illinois, 1971, Paperback, 90 pages, 
$1.95.
Bob Larson is a young man who at 

one time was a successful performer 
with his own rock 'n' roll combo. At a 
university he was introduced to Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God, and made 
a personal commitment to Jesus as his 
Saviour. From then on his life was 
changed, and he now lectures to 
students in high schools and colleges 
concerning the evils of drugs and rock 
and roll music.

In these three books he discusses in 
a frank way the relation of the modern 
rock and roll music to the pagan 
mystic religions of the East, to hal- 
lucinative drugs in common use, to 
permissive sex, and to the general 
breakdown of morals.

In Rock and the Church Mr. Larson 
discusses what is sometimes called 
"Christian" rock. In the foreword of 
the book, Jack Wrytzen says: "The 
book is equally good for Christians 
and non-Christians, but his expose 
of Christian Rock will jolt a lot of 
people off their church pews. He pulls 
no punches when he says there is no 
place for Gospel rock nor for clever 
entertainers to 'sneak Jesus in.' " The 
criticism, is constructive and shows a 
sincere love for people and an under 
standing of their needs.

"Bob seems especially sensitive to 
the danger of the 'middle of the road' 
approach to rock music and of Chris 
tians who are trying to relate to the 
world on its level. Readers will be

encouraged to take an objective look 
at themselves and challenged to act 
upon what they see."

Bob Larson points out specifically 
the reasons why the rock opera 
Tommy is objectionable, and then he 
comments on the blasphemy in Jesus 
Christ, Superstar. He warns against 
trying to reach people through rock 
music associated with Christian 
words. He writes: "The spiritual fruit 
of Christian rock evangelism is usually 
a shallow experience held by one 
who has 'turned on' with Christ rather 
than one who has taken up the cross 
and entered into the discipline of 
discipleship."—Rock and the Church, 
p. 81.

The impact of radio and television 
has brought into the church influences 
that have prepared the way for the 
entrance of rock music. Bob Larson is 
calling Christians to a serious con 
sideration of what this tide of rock and 
roll music is doing to our civilization 
and especially to the Christian church.

To those who think that the youth 
and worldlings have to be reached by 
the rock-and-roll method or by lower 
ing the standards of good music, the 
reading of Bob Larson's books may be 
extremely enlightening.

Harold B. Hannum

Demons, Demons, Demons, John P. 
Newport, Broadman Press, Nash 
ville, Tennessee.

I found this book of 160 pages easy 
to read and very informative. The 
author did exhaustive research on 
the subject of demons. Part of the ma 
terial has been utilized by him in giv 
ing the Day-Higginbotham Lecture 
Series at Southwestern Baptist Theo 
logical Seminary in 1972.

Speaking about astrology, he says 
that it is spreading like an epidemic 
even among church members. Why 
should this be? In his opinion, churches 
no longer meet the same basic needs 
that astrology partially satisfies. Peo 
ple are seeking a sense of belonging 
in a universe that seems inhospitable 
and cold. They have not heard in the 
churches that God is the sovereign 
Creator. They don't know that God is 
in charge. They don't know that God 
still loves man and seeks to restore 
him without destroying his freedom.

He states that astrology is no longer 
just a fad, it is a phenomenon. Harold 
Righter, best-known American as-
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trologer, has a by-line that is being 
carried in 306 newspapers each day 
and into some 30 million homes. There 
are ten thousand full-time and 175 
thousand part-time astrologers in the 
United States.

Speaking about witchcraft he says: 
"Some sociologists suggest that in a 
democratic society like the United 
States where social institutions do not 
demand absolute obedience, the in 
dividual feels isolated and insecure. 
He thus turns to witchcraft and magic 
rooted in man's need to be effective 
and to get or exert power."

The author takes a conservative, 
Biblical view of the phenomenon of 
witchcraft and demonism. He states 
that Tillich understands the demonic 
in metaphysical rather than in per 
sonal terms. This view, in the author's 
opinion, tends to place the actual re 
sponsibility for sin and evil much 
more upon God than upon created fal 
len beings and man. The author con 
curs with the view that a personal 
Satan and his fallen angels tempt 
and frustrate men. This, he says, 
makes sense in today's world.

This little book keeps you up to date 
in regard to happenings in the world 
of demonology.

R. R. Bietz

Meditations for Happy Christians, 
James P. Wesberry, Broadman 
Press, Nashville, Tennessee, 1973, 
$3.50.
There are 58 delightful two-page 

chapters in this thoughtful, well- 
written volume. Dr. Wesberry, a 
successful pastor for many years, 
brings from the wealth of his study 
and experience vital underlying 
principles of practical godliness. He 
is commending happiness in the 
Christian life, and he clearly outlines 
how it may be obtained.

This book is full of rich illustrations 
that have been taken from real life 
as a pastor experiences it. They are 
woven together with beautiful 
Scriptural concepts that bring within 
reach pot-of-gold happiness. If people 
would take the time to meditate on 
these things and by the grace of God 
put them into practice, our lives, our 
homes, our churches, and our com 
munities would be much happier 
places.

The chapters "How to Improve the 
Church," "Regaining What We Have 
Lost," and "Unimportant People," 
are deep with meaning and rich with 
illustration. Your money is well spent 
if you purchase this fine devotional 
volume. It is full of sermon sugges 
tions.

N. R. Dower

BOOKS I TREASURE MOST
H. M. S. RICHARDS, SR.

H. M. S. Richards, Sr., is a graduate of Columbia 
Union College, -with the D.D. degree from An 
drews University. While still a student, he preached 
regularly, raised up two churches in two summers, 
and was ordained to the gospel ministry September 
21, 1918. He engaged in full-time evangelism in 
the Colorado and East Pennsylvania conferences 
and the District of Columbia, then in pastoral- 
evangelistic work in the Ontario Conference, 
returning thereafter to full-time evangelism in the 
Central and Southern California conferences.

Pastor Richards is best known as the speaker for 
thirty years on the Voice of Prophecy radio broad 
cast. Altogether his radio ministry, in which he 
pioneered, spanned a period of over forty years, 
beginning with a local broadcast in Long Beach, 
California, in 1937.

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS, John Bunyan, Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, 
New Jersey.
This book should certainly be read over and over by every minister. Its 

language, its Anglo-Saxon short words, its appeal to visual images, its 
story-telling form like that of the lessons of Jesus in the four Gospels, its 
strong doctrinal message, all help to form the preacher in faith and actual 
preaching and enable him to hold the attention of the people. The old 
complete edition is necessary, usually with the Bible texts printed in the 
margin. Here a man can find all sorts of illustrations for sermons.

JOHN WESLEY'S JOURNAL, part of the Everyman's Library, Dutton. 
(Current printing by Moody Press, Chicago, Illinois.)
These Journals are a product of the eighteenth century just about a 

hundred years after Bunyan. One cannot read his Journals from end to 
end without laughter in his heart and sometimes tears in his eyes. Wesley 
was no orator, no great master of assemblies like George Whitefield, but 
his work was far more permanent. He was a great organizer. His reasoning 
is plain, pointed, clear, and scriptural. He was as humble as a child before 
the Word of God.

RIDPATH'S HISTORY OF THE WORLD, John Clark Ridpath, The Jones 
Brothers Publishing Co.
This is, of course, entirely dated and way behind the times because of 

the great archeological and historical research of the last century. It was 
given to me by my grandparents at great sacrifices when I was about 14 
or 15 years old. It gave me a love for history, for the past, and gave me 
something that every minister needs, and that is a sort of an airplane 
view of the history of the world.

THE CRISES OF THE CHRIST, George Campbell Morgan, Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Old Tappan, New Jersey.
I consider this one of Campbell Morgan's greatest, if not his greatest, 

book. It it one of the most productive of sermons that I have ever read. They 
lean out of the pages and wave at you as you go by. It shows that the life 
of our Saviour is built around seven great crises, but it is showing it by its 
paragraphs and many single phrases that are real sermon makers.

THE HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE,
Edward Gibbon, Porter and Coates, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
This is a must for all Adventist preachers. While Gibbon was a skeptic 

and attempted to show that the reason for the downfall of the mighty Roman 
empire was the rise of the Christian church, he had an almost incredible 
grasp of the literature available at that time, which is the foundation and 
background of this great book. When we read Daniel and Revelation as 
predictive prophecy, Gibbon's Decline and Fall can almost be called a 
study in fulfillment.
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News briefs
Unless otherwise credited, the following news items are taken irom Religious News Service.

Mormons Plan an Exhibit 
at 'Expo 74' in Spokane

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints (Mormon) announced it 
•will have a "major exhibit" at Expo 
'74, the world exhibition planned in 
Spokane, Washington. "We tentatively 
plan to give prominence to ancient 
archeological discoveries in Mexico 
and Central America, relating them 
to accounts of people who once lived 
in this hemisphere as recorded in the 
Book of Mormon," the church an 
nouncement said.

"Evangelism of Contemporary 
World" Theme for Next Synod of 
Bishops

On the recommendation of a special 
council, Pope Paul VI has called a 
world Synod of Bishops for October, 
1974. The Synod—the fourth since the 
close of Vatican II, which advised 
the regular holding of such sessions— 
will deal with the "evangelization of 
the contemporary •world." In his 
letter on behalf of the Pope, Cardinal 
Villot said that "faced with the diffi 
culties of the present time, the Synod 
Fathers will thus be called upon to 
study the most adequate ways to con 
vey the salvation-bringing message of 
Christ to all men of God." To some 
Vatican observers the agenda seemed 
removed from the many controversies 
that face the church today. "I don't see 
how this particular topic can create 
too many arguments among the 
bishops of the world," said one source.

Couple to Wiite Own Vows 
in New Marriage Service

A new marriage service approved 
ior provisional use in the Lutheran 
Church in America allows the bride 
and groom to write their own vows. It 
also de-emphasizes the subordina 
tion of the woman to the man, elimi 
nates the father's act in giving the 
bride away, and contains no prayer 
for fertility. The pastor does not pro 
nounce the couple man and wife, but 
provision for Holy Communion is in 
cluded. A report on the new service 
was made in Cincinnati at an LCA 
conference on worship. The service 
was prepared by the Inter-Lutheran 
Commission on Worship and has been 
approved for trial use by the LCA 
commission. According to new mar 
riage-rite provisions, the service is

designed to "provide a wide variety of 
options," according to an introduction. 
One option is for the bride and groom 
to write their own promises, "provided 
that they always mention the complete 
sharing which is marriage and an 
indication that the promises are to be a 
lifelong commitment. For it is not a 
formula that makes a marriage, but 
the promise of fidelity." The pastor 
no longer will pronounce the marriage 
because of a belief that the man and 
woman volunteer the pledge of faith 
fulness! The father will not "give away 
the bride" because "the bride is not 
the property of the father to be turned 
over to the husband whose property 
she becomes."

U. S. Interest in Eastern Religions: 
Is It Just a Passing Fad?

Seemingly overnight, words such 
as "zen," "yoga," "transcendental 
meditation," have become a familiar 
part of the American vocabulary even 
though very few people really know 
what they mean. Is the current surge 
of interest in Eastern religions and 
philosophies just a "flash in the pan"? 
A passing fad like the flower children 
of the late 1960's? Or will Eastern 
religions become rooted and become 
a flourishing part of the American 
religious landscape? Philosophers and 
clergymen interviewed stressed 
different facets of the phenomena, but 
most felt that the interest in Eastern 
religions and philosophies would 
continue as an inevitable and key 
part of the "meeting of the East and 
West" now underway. Many ex 
pressed the feeling that America 
would be getting—and would greatly 
benefit from—"a good shot of Eastern 
philosophy that would instill in 
Americans the values of quiet and 
contemplation."

Jordan Claims Israeli Excavations 
Threaten an Islamic Shrine

Jordan has told the United Nations 
that Israeli excavations in Jerusalem 
may lead to the destruction of the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, one of the holiest 
shrines in Islam. In a letter to Secre 
tary General Kurt Waldheim, Am 
bassador Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
charged that "most serious damage" 
has recently occurred in the shrine. 
One of the major interior walls 
collapsed, he said, thus endangering 
the entire structure.

Ministers Should Tithe, 
Methodists Are Told

A United Methodist minister, has 
called on fellow clergymen to show 
their commitment to the church by 
tithing. Speaking at the North Texas 
Annual Conference session of the 
church in Dallas, the Reverend 
DeForrest Wiksten called for a 100 per 
cent tithe commitment from the clergy 
by 1976, and from the church's con 
gregations by 1980. "I have learned 
that we not only have few tithers 
among the clergy but that we have a 
deplorable number of clergy who 
through some incredible theological 
fog and ecclesiastical perversity give 
none of their money to the budget 
of the congregation they serve," com 
plained the director of the church's 
Dallas-Fort Worth area counseling 
ministry.

Students Queue Up for New Course 
on Devil Led by Fordham Jesuit

Old grads who think the current \ 
generation of Fordham University /' 
students is going to the devil now > 
have evidence to back up their sus 
picions. A course in the devil was < 
offered for the first time this semester 
and aroused such interest it was filled 
up—35 students—within a few minutes ,- 
after registration opened, according to / 
Father Robert E. McNally, S. }., / 
chairman of the theology department/ 
at the Jesuit institution. (
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