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John Wesley, later to found the Methodist 
movement, was away at school, but his 
rector father, Samuel, entered into fervent 
combat with the spirit visitant.

On one occasion Samuel Wesley invited 
the ghost to confront him in the study, but 
on arriving at the meeting place found him 
self unable to open the door which was 
firmly held from within. And Epworth Rec 
tory was the scene of such ghostly disorder 
on a near-nightly basis for almost six 
months.

Ghosts of this type in the rectory, or par 
sonage, are not common, but there is a 
kind of "familiar spirit" not above "peep 
ing and muttering" with which the pastor 
must often deal. The "ghost of pastors past" 
stalks the corridors of many a pastorate gen 
erating noisy phenomena worthy of a pol 
tergeist.

He shows himself in well-worn phrases 
often prefaced by either "Our previous pas 
tor" or "Pastor Former always . . ." The 
sentences or paragraphs which follow that 
introduction are so varied that at every 
charge the minister meets a new selection.

Dealing with a "persistent spirit" of this 
type calls for spiritual courage beyond the 
ordinary. Samuel Wesley certainly spared 
no effort to rid his rectory of its noisy visi 
tant; by prayer and persistence the good 
man finally saw his family able to lie down 
at night in peace.

Only the most sensitive, insecure worker 
becomes disturbed when an earnest mem 
ber recalls those glorious days in the district 
when "Elder Blank was here." We must 
remember that whatever worker follows us 
will hear our names in similar settings. We 
would not wish our people to forget the 
past, for "we have nothing to fear for the 
future, except as we shall forget the way 
the Lord has led us, and His teaching in 
our past history." Life Sketches, p. 196. 
A quiet, sincere remark by the incumbent 
pastor to the effect that the Lord had in 
deed blessed Brother Blank should encour 
age the constituent and put the "ghost" to 
rest.

But how does one deal with the former 
pastor who frequently returns to the dis 
trict, visiting in the homes of the members? 
These roving spirits are only a little more 
disruptive in church management than the 
ghostly hand that writes! Many a pastor, 
laboring as he must in his own armor, has 
had to carry a heavier burden because his 
predecessor continues a stream of corre-
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spondence with the "beloved brethren."
Samuel Wesley enlisted the bishop's help 

in exorcising "Old Jeffry," as the family 
came to call their rectory ghost. Should an 
Adventist pastor troubled by a reappearing 
predecessor be as decisive? A ministerial 
ghost may demand attention from the con 
ference president, but this should be the 
very rare exception.

Every departing pastor leaves behind a 
host of friends some grieving, some re 
lieved. He may visit and he may write, but 
he must be ethical in that he refrains from 
comment on the methods and manners of 
his successor.

The apostle Paul, who moved more fre 
quently than we do, dealt as a former pas 
tor with the parsonage ghost. He wrote to 
the church at Corinth: "After all, what is 
Apollos? What is Paul? We are simply God's 
agents in bringing you to the faith. Each of 
us performed the task which the Lord al 
lotted to him: I planted the seed, and Apol 
los watered it; but God made it grow" (1 
Cor. 3:5-7, N.E.B.).*

The Seventh-day Adventist pastor, 
whether current and dealing with the mem 
ory of a predecessor, or past and referring 
to a successor, must be above unethical 
behavior of any kind. After all, who wants 
to behave like "Old Jeffry" the rectory 
ghost?

* From The ffeia English Bible. © The Delegates of the 
Oxford University Press and the Syndics of the Cambridge 
University Press 1970. Reprinted by permission.



EDITORIAL

Following are suggestions for use of 
the sermon materials prepared for the 
MISSION 72 program-

Reach Out for Life!
Present plans indicate that the "Reach 

Out for Life" sermons will be in the hands 
of our North American Division ministers 
before September 30. This article will guide 
you in the use of them.

Your "Reach Out for Life" sermon pack 
age includes:

1. 8 revival sermons
2. 25 sermon outlines
3. 25 complete sermons
4. 25 sermon summaries (summaries 

may be ordered in quantity and 
given out at the close of the eve 
ning meetings or delivered to the 
home)

The material included in these sermons 
has been gathered from numerous 
sources. No credit is given for anything 
copied except statements enclosed in quo 
tation marks. We believe the facts used 
may be quoted with some assurance, since 
an attempt has been made to verify them. 
Some of the illustrations are new; some 
old. These may be adapted or changed 
for those with which you may be com 
fortable. Sermon subjects cover the major 
and distinctive truths of our message.

SERMON TITLES
An attempt has been made to give a 

contemporary touch to the titles with ap 
peal and relevance to today's society. You 
may not like some of them. Change those 
that do not appeal to you, use those that 
do, or adapt them to your own sermon 
materials.

Handbills can be ordered without the 
time and place of meeting and without 
the title list. This handbill will advertise 
only the opening subject, "Reach Out for 
Life." Those who order these will be re 
sponsible for having the above items im 
printed.

Those who wish to go by the suggested 
list of subjects can order handbills with 
the titles imprinted. This handbill will also 
include the dates of the meetings, which 
will run nightly excluding Mondays, be 
ginning March 4 and ending April 1, 1972.

SUBJECT SEQUENCE
A general logical sequence is sug 

gested. Noncontroversial subjects such as

MISSION
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the second coming of Christ, home, health, 
and conversion introduce the series. Then 
come the Sabbath, baptism, three angels' 
messages, the sanctuary, judgment, and 
the state of the dead. An attempt has been 
made to prepare sermons that are Christ- 
centered and logical in their approach.

GUIDELINES ONLY

No two fingerprints are the same, so we 
are told! The average brain contains 
about 13 billion cells. The chances of the 
existence of two identical minds is not 
merely remote but virtually impossible. 
So when you begin going through these 
sermons, remember you are the preacher! 
Use your own mind, your own system of 
logic, and your own ways of presentation. 
When you enter the pulpit and preach 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
through your own personality, the subject 
you present must be your own! This 
means that at best the MISSION 72 ser 
mons are merely sermon source material. 
Frankly, we deplore the idea of any 
preacher's taking these sermons and 
preaching them word for word! They are 
guidelines for your adaptation. Use them 
as best suits your personality. As you 
study them, you may feel as David did 
when he put on Saul's armor, "I cannot 
go with these" (1 Sam. 17:39). But then, 
some may feel much in need for just this 
assistance in their busy pastoral program. 
For these to be told, "Make up your own 
MISSION 72 sermons from scratch," 
would be equivalent to saying, "Go ye, 
get you straw where ye can find it" (Ex. 
5:11).

KEEP IT SIMPLE

We have tried to avoid stylistic writing. 
We have purposely kept the material 
simple and direct. Most evangelists would 
agree that the more direct and simple 
your preaching, the more decisions you 
will gain for Christ. Christ's preaching was 
not sophisticated. Deep thinkers "mar 
veled at the spiritual truth expressed in 
the simplest language" (The Desire of 
Ages, p. 254).

Teachers of persuasive speech gener-
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ally agree that the way you say a thing 
is often more important than what you 
say. The combination of food for thought 
packaged in an appealing manner is un 
beatable.

PREPARE! PREPARE! PREPARE!

Our appeal to you is that you carefully 
prepare your materials. Regardless of how 
small your audience may be PREPARE! 
PREPARE! PREPARE! Know your subject 
thoroughly. No man can speak with au 
thority unless he knows what he is going 
to say and is convicted that what he is 
saying is truth and is of utmost importance 
for a man's soul salvation.

For most of us, hours of personal prac 
tice are a must! Get in a room alone and 
speak out loud. Better still, stand in your 
empty church or hall and practice your 
sermons.

VISUAL AIDS

We live in a world where the senses of 
men are constantly being appealed to. 
Make every possible effort to use simple 
but effective visual aids. Slides are avail 
able for the revival sermons. Many of 
these can be incorporated in the evangel 
istic series. A blackboard is the cheapest 
and most effective visual aid possible. Use 
it nightly, and use a big one! The very 
smallest one should be at least four feet 
high and eight feet long. If you cannot 
afford to buy a professional-type black 
board, simply take a piece of masonite, 
frame it, and attach legs to it. Then give 
at two or three coats of good green black 
board paint. Use yellow chalk and draw 
lines and diagrams, print the important 
words, and watch how it polarizes your 
audience. Full-color pictures of the beasts 
of Daniel and Revelation and the sanctu 
ary can be ordered directly from the Gen 
eral Conference MV Department. What 
people can see, as well as hear, makes a 
deeper impression upon their hearts and 
minds.

LENGTH OF SERMON

Keep it short! Thirty-five to forty min 
utes is about all people can endure in



this age of haste. This means that time is 
not available for proving every point. Too 
many details and too much proof not only 
cause a loss of interest on the part of 
the listeners but make the truth indistinct. 
"With many [people], assertions will go 
farther than long arguments." Counsels 
to Writers and Editors, p. 83.

BATHE YOUR SERMONS IN PRAYER

Begin as soon as you get the sermons to 
prepare your own. Study diligently both 
the Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy 
writings for concepts and language that 
will grip hearts. Use personal illustrations 
to get your points across, but make sure 
they have a point! Let the love of God 
permeate every word. Lift up Christ con 
stantly! Give the people hope! Let your 
sermons be bathed in prayer! Combine 
logic and love! Preach for decision! Re 
member, eternal life is at stake. Dwell on 
God's power, God's love, God's salvation, 
and God's mercy. Some of these elements 
have been incorporated in the sermons, 
but not enough! Why? The answer is sim 
ple. We want you to find these qualities 
from your own study and prayer. Let your 
own heart be softened by the grace of 
Christ and then in your own way let these 
elements, as something fresh and new, be 
preached as your own personal experi 
ence with Christ. Let your preaching be 
joyous and confident. Sweep the people 
along with yourself to the very gates of 
heaven. Become enthusiastic and excited 
about God. Don't let a small audience 
dampen your spirits. If you do, for certain 
your audience will get smaller still! We 
have the greatest message in the world, 
but people won't know it unless you 
preach it that way! Pray for the Holy Spirit 
to empower your life so that your witness 
will be irresistible.

STUDY CHRIST'S METHODS

Read carefully the characteristics of 
Christ's preaching as found on pages 252- 
261 of The Desire of Ages. We can do no
better than to follow in the footsteps of our 
Master Preacher and Pattern. Study care 
fully the following:

Ten Characteristics of Christ's Preaching
1. Authoritative
2. Biblical
3. Simple

4. Well illustrated

5. Imaginative
6. Appealing
7. Varied
8. Compassionate
9. Powerful 

10. Urgent

Matthew 7:29 
Luke 4:4 
Mark 12:37 
Matthew 7:7-11 
Mark 4:33, 34 
Matthew 7:24-27 
Luke 15
Matthew 11:28,29 
Isaiah 50:4 
Matthew 9:36 
Luke 4:32 
Mark 1:38

"In Christ is the tenderness of the 
shepherd, the affection of the parent, and 
the matchless grace of the compassionate 
Saviour. His blessings He presents in the 
most alluring terms. He is not content 
merely to announce those blessings; He 
presents them in the most attractive way, 
to excite a desire to possess them. So His 
servants are to present the riches of the 
glory of the unspeakable Gift. The won 
derful love of Christ will melt and subdue 
hearts, when the mere reiteration of doc 
trines would accomplish nothing. 'Com 
fort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your 
God.' 'O Zion, that bringest good tidings, 
get thee up into the high mountain; O Je 
rusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up 
thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God! . . . He shall feed his flock like 
a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with 
his arm, and carry them in his bosom.' Tell 
the people of Him who is 'the Chiefest 
among ten thousand,' and the One 'al 
together lovely.' Words alone cannot tell 
it. Let it be reflected in the character and 
manifested in the life. Christ is sitting for 
His portrait in every disciple. Every one 
God has predestinated to be 'conformed 
to the image of his son.' In every one 
Christ's long-suffering love, His holiness, 
meekness, mercy, and truth are to be 
manifested to the world." The Desire of 
Ages, pp. 826, 827.

The success of MISSION '72 depends 
upon the witness of those who are filled 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Pray 
for this power!

J. R. S.
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TO KNOW THY GOD
ROBERT L. LARSEN

Pastor, Nevada-Utah Conference

DEAR ONE OF THE MANY:
Your letter that appeared in the February MINISTRY maga 

zine was both tragic and encouraging. Tragic, for it truly does 
express the dilemma that so many, both young and old, find 
themselves in today void of a personal knowledge of God and 
Jesus Christ. Encouraging, however, in that the hunger for 
God is still there. This is wonderful! Jesus said of such indi 
viduals, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matt. 5:6).

As a minister of the gospel I wish to share with you a few 
thoughts that came to mind as I read your letter.

I wish I had the magic recipe to prepare the nourishing food 
that would satisfy all at the same time, but I must confess I 
don't have it. Besides, are we not a great deal like children? 
We don't like squash or spinach; we don't care for prophecy, 
or sermons on tithing; the study of the sanctuary is too deep; 
and who can understand or see any value in the 2300-day 
prophecy?

"Ah," you say, "feed us sermons based upon Christ that we 
might come to know Him as we should. This is what we need."

But the above-mentioned sermons are Christ-centered ser 
mons. As gluten can be prepared and served in many ways, so 
can Christ be presented in many different ways. Each presenta 
tion of Christ will appeal to some and not to others.

As far as that spiritual hunger is concerned, we can never 
expect it to be entirely satisfied even throughout eternity! We 
will ever be learning new and wonderful truths about God 
and Jesus Christ.

But here on earth how can we come to know Him better? 
There is no better way than through study. It isn't easy, but 
that is the way it is.

The prophet Jeremiah wrote: "And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart" (Jer. 
29:13). That means we are to search for God with all our heart, 
not in some halfhearted way.

We must long for a knowledge of God and Christ and we 
must dig for that revelation as we would dig for gold!

We must also recognize that we cannot know all there is to 
know about the Godhead. Read Isaiah 40:28; Deuteronomy 29:29; 
and Romans 11:33.

But, you say, can't we have a little clearer vision of our 
Saviour that we can share with others? Yes, we may, and there 
is no better way to catch that vision than by sharing one's 
faith, no matter how small it is. Questions will arise, opposition 
will come, but these obstacles will drive us still deeper into 
the mine of God's Word for more precious knowledge, and thus 
we will grow day by day.

I know you speak for many Seventh-day Adventists, both
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young and old, when you express your spiritual hunger. Sab 
bath after Sabbath you come to the house of God expecting 
to be filled, only to leave unsatisfied. What is wrong?

May I ask what it is that you expect a knowledge of God 
and of Christ to do for you? This could well be the source of 
your disappointment.

Do you expect miracles? an electrifying experience? a mysteri 
ous moving force to compel you to knock on doors even without 
a message? a force that will lift you above the laws of nature, 
and suddenly fill you with a superior knowledge of God? 
I'm sure you recognize that this is not the way God works.

With some, the unfulfilled desires may be due to a lack of 
complete surrender. We wish to do great things, but aren't will 
ing to pay the price. We desire to be Peters and Pauls, but we 
cannot, perhaps because of some secret sin or some skeleton in 
the closet. These could very well block God from using us as 
we would like.

I pray quite often a little prayer that goes something like 
this: "I am sorry, Father, that I am not the quality material, 
due to my own weakness and failures, that you can use in a 
mighty way to finish the work in the world."

I may not be of much value to the cause of God at the

E resent time, but the desire to be of value is always there  
urning all the time. My time for greater service may not yet 

have come, so what do I do in the meantime? I study. Every 
moment I have, I study, cram, read, pray, filling my mind with 
as much knowledge of God as I can. Someday, I hope, the Lord 
will remember me and say, "Now I can use you in wider service."

If you are disappointed in your Christian experience, feel 
ing you deserve more, don't totally blame your church or your 
pastor. Take a look inside. Examine yourself, your longings, your 
expectations, your motives, your own life. You may find some 
of the problem within.

May I share one other thought with you. We must accept 
the fact that God made redwood trees, scrub oaks, and the grass 
of the field. Some are towering giants in proclaiming the message; 
others witness in ways of lesser magnitude. These we might liken 
to the scrub oaks. Still others bless the hungry eyes of their 
fellow men by the peaceful, consistent, appealing beauty of the 
Christ-filled life.

All of us cannot be redwoods, or even scrub oaks. Some of 
us must be content with a lesser role in fulfilling the will of 
God.

So what is the solution? I suggest the reassuring words of 
Paul. Listen closely to his counsel and appeal:

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of 
reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of 
God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall 
come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith: but 
if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are 
not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to 
the saving of the soul (Heb. 10:35-39).

May God help us each one to catch that fuller vision of 
God and Christ we do so desperately need, that together we may, 
young and old, find fulfillment of God's expectations and our 
desires.

Your friend in Christ, 
A STRIVING PASTOR
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Disputed 
Ministry



JAMES R. HARD I N
Poster, Arizona Conference

TWENTY-FIVE per cent of the American 
population is under the age of ten years. 

This is a staggering thought as the church 
assesses its total evangelistic goals to preach 
the gospel to "every creature." Another 25 
per cent of the American population is 
under the age of twenty-five. These statis 
tics reveal that working for adults only in 
evangelistic outreach projects leaves ap 
proximately one half of the American popu 
lation almost untouched. There are multi 
tudes of boys and girls in every community 
of our land who need to be reached with 
the message of the soon appearing of Christ.

In Counsels on Sabbath School Work, 
page 55, we read:

The expanding minds of even small children may 
comprehend very much in regard to the teachings 
of Christ, and may be taught to love Him with all 
their ardent affections. Teachers and parents [and 
ministers] should sow beside all waters, and if 
faithful they may have a harvest of souls by and by.

The ministry for children has been a dis 
puted ministry down through the ages, be 
ing called a "baby-sitting program." It is 
also a blessed ministry, and God prospers 
the church that has the vision to work for 
the children in its parish. The concept of 
the unimportance of children in the church 
was in the minds of the disciples in Christ's 
day.

Then were there brought unto him little chil 
dren, that he should put his hands on them, and 
pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus 
said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 19:13, 14).

Again, Jesus said to Peter, as He gave him 
his divine commission to preach the gospel:

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than 
these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my 
lambs (John 21:15).

The commission to "feed my lambs" was 
primary in Christ's mind and is a ministry, 
in the most part, greatly overlooked by the 
church today.

Why is this such an important ministry? 
By the time a boy or girl has reached the 
age of 13, 14, or 15 the attractions of the

world have, for the most part, taken hold 
on his life and have become routine in his 
daily living. The temptations of smoking, 
drugs, the theater, and other debasing ac 
tivities have captivated his life, and re 
ligion is just not for him. It seems that the 
goal to "live it up" is appealing to a 
younger age of children each year, and if 
the church does not captivate their interest 
in religious things before this time, very 
few will take the step for Christ.

Reaching boys and girls at an early age 
with the good news of the gospel is a re 
warding ministry. Have you ever heard a 
boy of ten or eleven say, "Pastor, I just do 
not feel impressed right now to take my 
stand for Christ," or "Pastor, don't press 
me. I'm too busy making a living for my 
family"? Or have you ever heard a little 
twelve-year-old lady say, "I've gone too far 
in sin to come back. It's too late for me"? 
Or a ten-year-old say, "There's too much to 
give up"?

The Bible says, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go" (Prov. 22:6). Do not 
wait until he has formed so many character 
istics of the world that it is impossible to 
reach him with salvation.

The year 1972 has been designated for 
total evangelism in our churches. In prepar 
ing for this outreach program, the Sabbath 
School Department, in cooperation with the 
Ministerial Department, has prepared spe 
cial programs for children to be held in 
conjunction with public evangelistic meet 
ings for adults. The children's meetings 
are to be followed up with Neighborhood 
Bible Clubs. (These supplies are available 
through your local Sabbath school depart 
ment.) Do not overlook this important min 
istry in your evangelistic program.

The beauty and virtue of the word of God have a 
transforming influence upon mind and character; 
the sparks of heavenly love will fall upon the hearts 
of the children as an inspiration. We may bring 
hundreds and thousands of children to Christ if we 
will work for them. Counsels to Teachers, p. 172.

We need to work for children lovingly 
and deliberately in the Spirit of Christ, for 
ours is a spiritual ministry. We also need to 
expect results; for children, too, need a 
chance to hear the wonderful story of sal 
vation.
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The 
If and When

of 
Confession

(To whom should such sins 
as adultery be confessed?)

HARRY ANDERSON, ARTIST

D. A. DELAFIELD
Associate Secretary, White Publications

"Confess your faults ["sins," R.S.V. and 
N.E.B.] one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed. The effec 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much" (James 5:16).

In volume 7 of the SDA Bible Commen 
tary, page 541, we have a helpful explana 
tion of the significance of the Greek words 
from which the English "faults" and "sins" 
were translated. This quotation should be 
read carefully:

Faults. Gr. paraptomata, "blunders," "trespasses." 
However, textual evidence favors (cf. p. 10) the 
reading hamartiai, "sins" (see on 1 John 3:4). Some 
have suggested that paraptomata stands for less 
serious offenses than hamartiai, but the difference 
between the two words seems rather to be essen 
tially one of figure a "falling" or a "missing"  
rather than one of degree. However, except for its 
probable occurrence here, hamartiai is consistently 
used in the NT of offenses which only God can for 
give (cf. Mark 2:7), whereas paraptoma is used both 
in this sense and also of offenses that may be for 
given by one's fellow men (cf. Matt. 6:15). Here, 
it is the sick who are to confess their sins, and some 
hold that James means that they are to do so in 
the presence of "the elders of the church" (v. 14) 
who have been summoned to pray for them. Con 
fession is to be a prerequisite to the offering of 
prayer for healing. The Scriptures clearly teach that 
sins are to be confessed to God alone (see 1 John 
1:9; etc.), and that we have but one "mediator" of 
sin between God and man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 
2:5). He is our "advocate with the Father" (1 John 
2:1).
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The spreading of the knowledge of sinful behavior 
is not a virtue.

In this article I wish to stress the when 
of confession as it concerns one man's ac 
knowledgment of guilt to another and em 
phasize the necessity of prudence and wis 
dom if and when confession is made.

Wrong deeds secretly done are to be confessed to 
God alone. Sins that involve others are to be con 
fessed also to those who have suffered injury. A 
guilty conscience erects a barrier to unreserved 
reliance upon God and will defeat prayer. Ibid.

Unwise Confessions
However, unwise confession creates many 

problems. Wisdom is the watchword here.
I read once about a young woman who 

dated her sister's husband.* His spouse 
knew nothing about it. Later this young 
person became a Christian and she remem 
bered her sinful life. Confessing her sin to 
God she felt relief but was troubled to know 
whether or not she should confess her sly 
adventures to her sister.

A ministerial counselor wisely urged her 
not to do this. What problem would be re 
solved by such confession, though the urge 
might be ever so strong? And whence the 
source of this urge? Probably a deep sense 
of guilt and regret and the ever-present hu 
man impulse to atone for wrongdoing, but 
God did not require it, so the counselor sug 
gested Christ had atoned for that sin  
which the young woman had sincerely con 
fessed to Him.

In any event the question might 
be asked, Is it wise to create a sec 
ond problem while trying to resolve 
a present one? Is this wisdom? Con 
fession should be made when and if 
it is clearly right, but would it be 
right to create two problems by un 
wise confessions?

The only good that would be accom 
plished by such confession would be to 
satisfy a guilty conscience. In a sense, there 
fore, the confession would be an act

* Should the married man confess his adultery to his wife? 
Doubtless there are times when, in some cases and for im 
portant reasons, this should be done, but there is not space 
in this article to enlarge upon these reasons.
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prompted only by a desire to find relief.
In any event the question might be asked, 

Is it wise to create a second problem while 
trying to resolve a present one? Is this wis 
dom? Confession should be made when and 
if it is clearly right, but would it be right 
to create two problems by unwise confes 
sions?

These questions need to be carefully 
weighed and the conscience brought to the 
test of the Word where the real priority lies. 
The Spirit of Prophecy has given good 
guidance in this delicate area of Christian 
experience:

True confession is always of a specific character, 
and acknowledges particular sins. They may be of 
such a nature as only to be brought before God, they 
may be wrongs that should be confessed before 
individuals who have suffered injury through them, 
or they may be of a general kind that should be 
made known in the congregation of the people. But 
all confession should be definite and to the point, 
acknowledging the very sins of which you are 
guilty. . . .

If you have given offense to your friend or neigh 
bor you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his 
duty freely to forgive you. Then you are to seek the 
forgiveness of God because the brother whom you 
wounded is the property of God, and in injuring 
him you sinned against his Creator and Redeemer. 
 Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 639.

Ellen White cautioned against unwise, 
needless confessions:

We have found in our experience that if Satan 
cannot keep souls bound in the ice of indifference, 
he will try to push them into the fire of fanaticism. 
When the Spirit of the Lord comes among His 
people, the enemy seizes the opportunity to work 
also, seeking to mold the work of God through the 
peculiar, unsanctified traits of different ones who 
are connected with that work. Thus there is always 
danger that unwise moves will be made. Many carry 
on a work of their own devising, a work which God 
has not prompted. . . .

God will be better glorified if we confess the 
secret, inbred corruption of the heart to Jesus 
alone than if we open its recesses to finite, erring 
man, who cannot judge righteously unless his heart 
is constantly imbued with the Spirit of God.

God knows the heart, even every secret of the 
soul; then do not pour into human ears the story 
which God alone should hear.

I recognize . . . the danger of yielding to the 
temptation to conceal sin or to compromise with 
it, and thus act the hypocrite. Be sure that the con-



fession fully covers the influence of the wrong com 
mitted, that no duty to God, to your neighbor, or 
to the church is left undone, and then you may lay 
hold upon Christ with confidence, expecting His 
blessing. But the question of how and to whom sins 
should be confessed is one that demands careful, 
prayerful study. We must consider it from all points, 
weighing it before God and seeking divine illumi 
nation. We should inquire whether to confess pub 
licly the sins of which we have been guilty will do 
good or harm. Will it show forth the praises of Him 
who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light? Will it help to purify the minds of the peo 
ple, or will the open relation of the deceptions 
practiced in denying the truth have an after in 
fluence to contaminate other minds and destroy con 
fidence in us?

Men have not the wisdom, from God and the con 
stant.enlightenment from the Source of all power 
that would make it safe for them to follow impulses 
or impressions. Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 644-647.

Will the Confession Result in Good or 
Evil?

The confession of one's faults or sins to 
another human being has its place. But in 
the Christian economy of things its place 
can be only as large as the actual require 
ments. Never should it be undertaken until 
certain things are clear to the guilty party. 
Will this confession of guilt result in good 
or evil? The spreading of the knowledge of 
sinful behavior is not a virtue. It is exactly 
the opposite. Sin should be contained and 
not spread abroad. It is to God that the con 
fession of sin should be made. It should be 
made to the other person, if indeed he has 
been obviously wronged.

If the person to whom confession is 
made has not been injured, it is unwise to 
resurrect the matter, if the person has not 
been harmed a confession may be misunder 
stood, particularly if the act concerned is 
not obviously evil. It is possible for the con- 
fessee to impute a bad motivation to the 
one who confesses. It is also probable that 
the deed may be construed to be worse than 
it really was, possibly not as bad as it really 
was. The image formed of the person who 
confesses may be negative. In his nervous 
state he may not accurately represent the 
facts, not because he does not want to, but 
because he is embarrassed or perhaps con 
fused or distraught.

People are generally willing to forgive 
but they may gain wrong impressions. Have 
you ever thought how little the Bible urges 
confessions to human beings upon the con 
science? How little Jesus said of it as a

Christian duty? There are many conscien 
tious people who make unnecessary confes 
sions. It is sincerely felt that these confes 
sions are divinely required, when in actu 
ality they are a misconception of what God 
requires. The confession-conscious man is 
in need of help. He may be sincere but 
short of understanding and emotionally 
motivated. He may also unconsciously be 
the victim of a salvation-by-works complex, 
a seeking to obtain favor with God by acts 
of contrition and humility.

The spreading of the knowledge 
of sinful behavior is not a virtue. 
It is exactly the opposite.

The better judgment of the overconsci- 
entious Christian tells him not to spread 
abroad the knowledge of his mistakes, not 
to make confessions so liberally, but he 
does it anyway. He gets a momentary sense 
of relief but he condemns himself because 
he does something he knew was wrong. He 
opened up a matter that should have been 
forgotten should have died a natural 
death. Why then did he resurrect it? He 
wonders himself.

God is interested in people living right. 
He wants His saints to overcome their mis 
takes. A man who is impatient with his wife 
and admits it each time he becomes angry 
is to be commended if he repents and con 
fesses, but he doesn't recommend himself 
to his wife as a stable man. If you have this 
weakness, the next time you do it don't 
confess it overcome it. In time your wife 
will see there is a difference in you. That is 
what she wants to see anyway. And so does 
God.

There is a time and place for confession, 
but that time and place is generally in 
juxtaposition with a providence of God 
which indicates clearly that good and not 
harm will result from the confession itself. 
Confess, perhaps; but make sure. And if 
you are not sure, God understands your 
motive. He knows that you are willing to 
confess. In the judgment He will accept 
this motive as afl act performed. He knows 
that the reason why you did not confess was 
because you were sure that more evil than 
good would result from it. This subject like 
every other needs to be resolved in the at 
mosphere of understanding God's character 
of love and grace.
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THE 
LOCAL 
CHURCH 
ELDERw

Conducting

Sabbaty Services
ORLEY M. BERG

T HE Sabbath services are among the 
most important occasions that arise dur 

ing a week. They afford precious opportu 
nities for Bible study, fellowship, and wor 
ship, and everything possible should be 
done to make these services as attractive 
and helpful as possible. Still, all too fre 
quently they leave much to be desired. 
Speaking particularly of the worship serv 
ice, Mrs. White has said, "We do not ob 
tain a hundredth part of the blessing we 
should obtain from assembling together to 
worship God." Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 362. 
This is a very serious indictment.

The pastor is primarily responsible for 
the way these services are conducted, but 
there are many times when he is meeting 
with another church in the district and 
cannot be present; then the local elder 
becomes the responsible leader. This is a 
function which should be taken very much 
to heart. Please, brother elder, do what you 
can in counsel with the pastor to see mat 
the Sabbath school, the lay activities serv 
ice, and the worship service are conducted 
in such a way as to be pleasing to God 
and the greatest possible blessing to all 
who attend.

Not long ago on a Monday morning a 
young lady spoke to me in great distress 
of the experience that had come to her 
the Sabbath just past. She had gone to
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spend the weekend with some non-Ad- 
ventist relatives with the ardent hope that 
they would attend the local Seventh-day 
Adventist church with her on the Sabbath. 
They did, and that is what caused the dis 
tress. The services, from beginning to end, 
had been conducted in such a loose, irrev 
erent manner as to cause nothing but em 
barrassment. She had hoped that by at 
tending once they would be encouraged 
to attend again. Now she didn't have the 
heart to even suggest that they return.

A very dear brother whom I had had the 
pleasure of helping to lead into the church 
had a similar experience. He and his 
wife had gone back to be with his family 
in their hometown where they had lived 
before becoming Adventists. On Sabbath 
they attended the church with the thought 
that after they had become acquainted, 
they would invite his family to go with 
them on a future Sabbath. Reporting to me 
on the cold reception he and his wife re 
ceived and the irreverent and meaning 
less way in which the service was con 
ducted, he said, "I certainly will never 
invite those dear ones of mine to attend 
there until some changes are made."

These are not isolated examples. How 
the angels must weep at the careless way 
some of our services are conducted. We 
will never know how many guests are led



by the spirit of the Lord to our services, 
only to leave disheartened, perhaps never 
to return.

Time for a Change
One of the greatest contributions the 

local elder can make toward the church 
is to use his influence and office to help 
bring about any necessary changes. Take 
a pad with you to the services next Sab 
bath. Be at the church a half hour before 
Sabbath school begins. Observe carefully 
what happens. Write down suggestions 
that will improve the atmosphere and ef 
fectiveness of the program, especially 
keeping in mind the strangers who may 
be present. Here are some of the things 
you might well consider:

1. Is the physical appearance of the 
church, both within and without, some 
thing to be proud of? Are magazines, 
books, and supplies properly stored away 
or are they lying around on the back 
pews? Are the chairs and hymnals, flow 
ers or plants, all neatly arranged and in 
their proper places?

2. Are folks properly welcomed and 
received as they enter the church? Does 
the host or hostess present a pleasing and 
winning appearance?

3. Does the Sabbath school begin on 
time? Are visitors welcomed? Is the pro 
gram properly organized and conducted? 
If a microphone is used, is it turned on 
and the volume adjusted? Is a responsible 
person looking after lighting and heating 
so as to assure everyone's comfort?

4. Is there a homey, friendly atmos 
phere, and at the same time a sense of 
reverence?

5. When the Sabbath school separates 
for its various classes does the superintend 
ent explain carefully about the classes or 
are strangers left confused, wondering 
where they are to go?

6. Are guests kept in mind in the way 
the lay activities service is conducted and 
the announcements made?

7. Can the participants be heard?
8. Is the singing done in the true spirit 

of praise and dedication?
9. Do those on the rostrum present a 

neat and alert appearance?
10. Following the worship service is 

there an orderly departure from the in 
terior of the sanctuary, with the visiting 
left for the foyer or outside?

These are just a few of the factors that

go into making a Sabbath morning at 
the church an enjoyable and truly spir 
itually uplifting experience. But you ask, 
Is it my job as local elder to look after 
all of that? Am I to run the Sabbath school 
superintendent's program? Am I to do 
the deacon's work? Am I the janitor?

An Important Responsibility
No, of course not. But along with the 

pastor, you are to have a concern for 
the over-all program. In the absence of 
the pastor you have a double responsibil 
ity to see that everything functions well. 
Attendance at every service should be a 
meaningful experience. A visitor dropping 
in unexpectedly should go away with a 
desire to return again and again.

This doesn't mean that every officer or 
participant needs a college degree, or must 
have a professional bearing, or be trained 
in public speaking. Not at all. But it does 
mean that each person should be so in 
love with his church and be so eager to 
have even the smallest functions accom 
plished in the best possible way that he 
will strive earnestly with the help of God 
to do his best. He will be punctual, neat, 
friendly, and dependable. He will take 
seriously every assignment, great or 
small. He will do what he can to generate 
the true spirit of Christian brotherhood.

In all of this the elder can help by first 
setting a good example, and then by en 
couraging such an attitude and spirit on 
the part of others. The pastor will be most 
appreciative of your support in this needy 
area. No matter how well things are now 
being done, there is always room for 
improvement. Next Sabbath and every 
Sabbath thereafter, keep your ears and 
eyes open to what some of these improve 
ments might be. Discuss them with the pas 
tor and give him your assurance that 
when he is away the entire program will 
run as smoothly as when he is present.

My prayer: Dear Lord. I thank Thee for 
the church and far the wonderful privi 
lege of worship and Christian fellow 
ship. Forgive us where we have taken 
these blessings too much for granted and 
have become complacent or careless in 
the way we have met with Thee in Thy 
house. Help us to do better. May each 
service be conducted in such a way as 
to be a genuine spiritual blessing to all 
present. Give me wisdom to know how I 
can best be used of Thee to help make 
this a reality. Amen.
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HEALTH EVANGELISM
New Temperance Evangelism Plan!

Home 
Help

Mtto Satavel, associate secretary, General Conference Temperance Department, is seen outlining the 
Home Help temperance evangelistic plan to a group of church leaders. The mobile background dis 
play is also recommended -for use in churches, at fairs, and other community functions, alerting peo 
ple to our positive program for prevention of intemperance and rehabilitation of the intemperate.

ERNEST H. J. STEED
Secretary, Temperance Department, General Conference

OVER the past thirty years society has in 
stitutionalized its community service 

of medicine, religion, education, and wel 
fare.

However, a radical change is now sweep 
ing the world, and the trend is away from 
institudonalism to personal involvement. 
Formerly in meeting the problems of al 
cohol, tobacco, and drugs the various dis 
ciplines of medicine, psychiatry, welfare, 
and government agencies have taken the 
pre-eminence. This has placed the focus on 
professional services as the primary medium 
for relief. Christian influence for service 
joined the institutional trend only to find

traditional Christian concepts being pushed 
further into the background with so-called 
scientific philosophy and concepts often at 
variance to former Christian ideals.

Today we find a world falling apart  
many terribly disillusioned at the grandiose 
concepts previously propounded and sadly 
wanting in presenting the reality of changed 
lives.

Young and old have turned to drugs, al 
cohol, and many other debasing practices 
of intemperance in an attempt to find pur 
pose and meaning, in an attempt to secure 
sensual pleasure and an experience of eu 
phoria.
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To try to meet these problems with con 
ventional approaches the church would fail 
in its total mission. Rather, the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church has been given the an 
swer to the world's need at just such a time 
as this.

What the community needs is a demon 
stration of a people who personally care, 
someone who believes in the power of the 
Lord Jesus, who can give hope and guidance 
toward real life. With this in mind the 
Home Help plan has now been developed.

A Community Service

Home Help for alcohol, tobacco, and 
drug problems is a Seventh-day Adventist 
community service. No other organization 
has attempted to meet the need at its basic 
source the home. What we see of public 
problems in these practices of intemperance 
is but the top of the iceberg. Most families 
try to cover up or shield themselves from 
the public gaze, so struggle along hoping 
sometime to solve the problem. Instead the 
problem increases until it boils over into 
tragedy of one kind or another.

To help break this deadlock of family 
obscurity in trying to handle these prob 
lems alone, by giving an assurance of gen 
uine help in confidence, is the aim of Home 
Help.

The plan is simply to get church mem 
bers going two by two, visiting homes at the 
occupants' telephoned request after seeing a 
TV announcement, or reading a newspaper 
advertisement or story.

A training manual for the pastor will aid 
him in showing members how easy it is to 
offer this positive, rewarding alternative. 
Specially prepared aids will make it possible 
for anyone to do an effective job of visiting. 
Those inviting Home Help counselors will 
know them to be Adventists. Therefore, no 
embarrassment in giving spiritual aid along 
with practical guidelines should occur. 
Super 8 mm. single concept films (movie 
without sound) specially prepared for the 
specific problem in the home are to be 
shown on a small, modern, instamatic pro 
jector.

Additional Aids Available

Long-playing records, books, magazines, 
and leaflets, to give or loan, will round out 
the aids to present genuine help to meet the 
specific problem.

The visit at the home will be introduced
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by the use of a colorful prospectus showing 
the four-dimensional nature of man phys 
ical, mental, social, and spiritual and the 
importance of understanding the natural 
and divine laws that help to develop these 
powers toward real life.

Before leaving the home a prayer is of 
fered for divine strength to accomplish this 
plan toward better living. Three further 
visits are planned to follow. Many will show 
an appreciation of these benefits for the 
total man and an interest in spiritual 
things. Follow-through will include, where 
possible, Bible guidelines and study pro 
grams.

Home Help, based on Spirit of Prophecy 
principles, has already met the zeal and en 
thusiasm of many church leaders. The Gen 
eral Conference Temperance Department 
function is cooperatively aided by the Lay 
Activities and Youth departments working 
with the church ministry and members.

A Home Help kit should be secured by 
each pastor. It may be purchased from the 
General Conference Temperance Depart 
ment for $5. It will contain: the director's 
manual, the Home Help counselor's guide 
book, a sample poster for the church an 
nouncement, newspaper advertising and 
matrix, public relations guidelines, a copy 
of the prospectus for home visitation, and 
a catalog showing the film cartridges and 
other aids.

It is hoped that this personal temperance 
evangelism plan will be introduced in every 
city in the fall, and continue through 1972 
as a great public ministry for soul saving to 
coordinate with MISSION 72.

Now is the time to get your church or 
ganized for practical and timely temperance 
evangelism Home Help can indeed be the 
introduction deluxe.

Home Help Package Plan
Each church will need the super 8 mm. 

projector, twenty film cartridges on smok 
ing, alcohol, drugs, and the Bible series con 
sisting of six cartridges.

A copy also of the kit, the long-playing 
records, books, pamphlets, et cetera gives 
the items needed. The total price is $433, 
but each church, if ordering the total Home 
Help package, will receive a special reduc 
tion, making the price only $399.

Order from the Temperance Depart 
ment, General Conference Office, 6840 
Eastern Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 
20012.



Do You Know
How to Handle

Frustration?

GEOFFREY E. GARN E
Editor, Signs of the Times, South Africa

FRUSTRATION dogs the steps of most 
workers at times. This is normal if our 

minds are active, our spirits sensitive, and 
our intellects sharp. If you've never felt 
frustrated it is probably because you have 
slipped into a "jogging-along-and-couldn't- 
care - less - as - long - as - my - paycheck - 
arrives - promptly - at - the - end - of - the 
- month - whether - I've - earned - it - or - 
not" pattern! If you belong in this class you 
are, of course, to be pitied. If you don't, 
you'll certainly experience frustration 
whether you like it or not! The fact that it 
overtakes us should not worry us. What

needs to concern us is how to deal with it 
when it comes. Unless taken in hand posi 
tively, it can poison our experience and re 
duce our productivity and effectiveness.

Here are a few practical suggestions on 
how to handle the next attack of frustration 
that hits you:

1. Do something creative. Paint a pic 
ture; cultivate a flower; write a poem, a 
story, or an article. If you can't do any of 
these, write a letter of comfort, of appre 
ciation or congratulation. (And please, in 
writing to someone who has been appointed 
to a position of trust in the spiritual realm,
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never say "congratulations." This reveals 
poor taste and smacks of politics. Say rather 
"God bless you. Please be assured of rny 
prayers.")

Most of our frustrations stem from the 
fact that our creative urges are being de 
nied expression. Doing something satisfy- 
ingly creative will release the pressure and 
cause a ray of light to break through the 
clouds. Read 1 Kings 19 and you will dis 
cover that this is the therapy God used on 
Elijah during his juniper tree experience. 
He gave him three specific assignments, all 
of them creative. He needed a creative task 
to recharge his spent physical, intellectual, 
and spiritual resources.

2. Do something for which you will get 
no reward. Like helping a high school stu 
dent with a math problem, taking a shut-in 
for a drive in your car, or inviting someone 
to lunch who is not in a position to return 
the invitation. Most of what we do as work 
ers we do with the expectation of some kind 
of a reward. This desire for reward is not 
necessarily in itself sinful; it is doubtless a 
spark which has been implanted in the hu 
man heart by the Creator Himself. But it 
is the misuse and abuse of this urge that 
constitutes sin. What we are saying here is 
that it is an extremely healthful spiritual 
exercise to do something, sometimes, for 
which we will never get any reward, apart 
from the satisfaction of making somebody 
else happy. Doing things that are un 
rewarded develops within us a spiritual di 
mension that helps us keep our balance.

3. Spend some time alone. Angling en 
thusiasts tell us that their sport is a wonder 
ful cure for frustration, simply because it 
separates a man from the crowd and forces 
him to be alone with his rod, the sea, and 
the sky. We are not advocating angling. But 
the principle is a good one. It does one's 
soul good to get away from the mad confu 
sion of people and things, and be alone 
with oneself, nature, and God. We don't 
have much time for this sort of thing nowa 
days. But our failure to do so is undeniably 
one of the causes for the scarcity of spiritual 
giants in our materialistic day and age. We 
cannot escape the historical fact that, like 
forest giants, the giants of the spirit grow 
tall under the stars.

4. Cultivate a positive philosophy. If 
ever there was a man who had reason for 
frustration, it was the apostle Paul. Read 
the catalog of circumstances that combined 
to destroy him, as recorded in 2 Corinthians
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11:24-33. One marvels that a man could 
possibly ride such a storm of circumstances 
without going under! What was Paul's se 
cret? You discover it as you read his epistles. 
They abound with such expressions as 
these: "[I am] confident . . . ," "[I] am per 
suaded . . . ," "I glory . . . ," "I know. . . ." 
Paul's victory over odds was the all-time 
classical example of the power of positive 
thinking. He was certain that God had 
called him. He was certain that the God 
who had called him would not fail him. He 
was certain that God's calling was His 
pledge to him that He would fulfill in his 
life the purpose for which He had separated 
him. He saw in every frustration merely a 
human or Satanic device to thwart that pur 
pose. And as far as he was concerned, God 
was more powerful, and better able to see 
His plan through, than were the united ef 
forts of men and demons to frustrate it.

This must be our personal philosophy if 
we would be the men and women God ex 
pects us to be. We must have unswerving 
confidence that God has called us, individ 
ually, and as a people. We must be fully 
persuaded that the God who has called us 
will see us through. When circumstances 
that appear like impenetrable obstacles, 
thrust themselves onto the horizons of our 
lives, we must see in them the devices of 
the enemy to turn us back and press on in 
simple faith that the God who called us 
out is calling us on.

A positive philosophy has as its essential 
ingredients, confidence, certainty, and per 
suasion, such as were personified in the life 
of Paul. If we do not have it, we can cul 
tivate it. We must cultivate it, or go under. 
Why am I a Seventh-day Adventist? It 
didn't happen by chance. Such and such 
were the marvelous workings of God in 
bringing it about! He had something in 
mind in doing it. Whatever it was, I am 
going to let Him fulfill His purpose, regard 
less of the destructive agencies that range 
themselves against its accomplishment. 
Such a philosophy will see us through every 
crisis, enable us to mount every obstacle, 
and ride out every storm.

5. Analyze the causes for frustration. We 
must now, in conclusion, face up squarely 
to the painful fact that such measures as 
creative activity, unrewarded service, and 
temporary withdrawal from the pressures of 
life, which we discussed as our first, second, 
and third points, are merely remedies and 
not cures. They help to relieve the severity



of the onslaught that would often crush us 
if we did not use them as safety valves. But 
in the final analysis, they are merely safety 
valves. Their benefit will be short-lived if 
the basic causes of frustration still exist 
when we get back to the hard facts of 
reality.

Having warded off the severity of the at 
tack, we need to have a good look at the 
factors involved. Whatever they are, one 
thing is basic: the reason for our frustration 
is that we are not accomplishing all that we 
 want to accomplish. For this fact we may be 
blaming other people, or a variety of cir 
cumstances, or both. And while these may 
possibly enter into the picture, it might 
well be that we are using them as alibis to 
evade our personal responsibility. There is 
always something we can do ourselves, no 
matter how many external factors might be 
involved. Don't worry about the factors you 
can do nothing about. Concentrate on the 
internal factors those you can do some 
thing about.

You may discover certain definite changes 
that need to be made in your life. These 
may be in the direction of the conservation 
of your time. You may be allowing people 
to fritter away your time with inconsequen 
tial trivia. You may be devoting to certain 
activities more time than they are really 
worth, and allowing worth-while objectives 
to suffer. You may need to learn to say No 
to certain appointments which are not vital 
and which have no contribution to make 
toward being effective and fruitful as a 
soul winner. You may be devoting so much 
time to serving tables that you have no 
time left for the all-important task of reach 
ing people with the message. If such a situ 
ation doesn't make you frustrated, it cer 
tainly should! If it does, don't let it bog 
you down. Do something about it. Discover 
how you can shed some of your fringe re 
sponsibilities so that you can concentrate on 
the central things. Don't allow anything to 
keep you away from the all-important task 
of winning souls.

The Best Tonic for Frustration

/ know of no better tonic for frustration 
than to win a soul. It is a tragic fact that 
there are some Seventh-day Adventist work 
ers who are content to go through year 
after year without ever specifically winning 
a soul. They feel that because they are con 
nected with one of our institutions "in 
the work" they have no direct soul-win 

ning responsibility. If such a worker ever 
experiences a severe attack of "frustration 
blues" heaven pity the poor man or 
woman if it doesn't happen! my earnest 
counsel to him, or her, would be: Win a 
soul! If you've been an institutional worker 
for ten or fifteen years without ever getting 
into a home to hold Bible studies, you owe 
yourself the stimulation of the experience. 
It will add a new dimension to your life. 
You may feel that you do not have time 
because of your busy program. This is not 
true. With a few slight but deliberate ad 
justments to your program you can fit it in. 
Some of the things of lesser importance will 
assume their proper perspective. There are 
10,000 institutional workers listed in the 
Seventh-day Adventist Yearbook. If each 
of these won a soul each year during the 
forthcoming quadrennium, this one avenue 
alone would result in 40,000 souls being 
won for the truth! And the blessing would 
flow two ways. An evening a week devoted 
to studying the truth with somebody in his 
home, keeps a worker on his tiptoes spirit 
ually!

Take time to have a good, objective look 
at your program. Ask yourself, What am I 
accomplishing? True, I'm working hard, 
but am I achieving? Do I have my priorities 
straight? Am I devoting dollars' worth of 
time to cents' worth of effort? Could I be 
accomplishing more? Could I use my time 
more profitably? Could I reduce my "over 
head expenditure" of energy? Could I be 
more efficient, remembering that efficiency 
is maximum output for the minimum of 
expenditure? These are questions which 
only we ourselves can answer, with refer 
ence to our own experience. What is more, 
we must answer them on our knees. Right 
there at that sacred trysting place as we 
claim the promise of James 1:5, God will 
draw near to reveal some of the things that 
are frustration harborers in our lives, and 
will point the way to increased productivity.

Thank God for frustration! It may be 
one of His ways of trying to get it across to 
us that He has bigger and better things in 
store for us. Instead of wandering around 
in a maze of unproductive activism He 
wants us to break through and find the 
royal highway to fruitfulness in His service. 
Instead of sinking from frustration to de 
spair it is our privilege to go forward from 
height to height, from victory to victory, 
from strength to strength. We can make a 
start on that road today.
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ROB ERT F. CORRE I A
Poster, Fredericksburg, Virginia

EDITORIAL Nora: Readers of THE MINISTRY will appreciate 
the references in this article taken from the Bible and the 
Ellen O. White sources, some of which are quite illuminating 
although not written essentially for the study of space. While 
partly of a speculative nature, we trust this article will en 
hance your desire to participate at last in the glorious future 
when the wonders of space and the universe will be the 
subject of endless exploration and enjoyment.

BY THE aid of terrestrial technology, 
earthlings have at long last made their 

initial landings on the lunar surface. Recent 
achievements of our space program appear 
to be but the beginning of further fantastic 
feats in man's conquest of the cosmos. Space 
scientists consider the moon and Mars as 
steppingstones in their search into space.

If earth-beings, handicapped by the effects 
of evil and isolated from the rest of the uni 
verse, are able to devise space transports to 
carry them away from this planet to other 
celestial bodies, it seems reasonable that 
extraterrestrial intelligences having equal 
or superior capabilities could surpass man's 
feats.

A variety of cosmic carriers are brought 
to view in the records of revelation. Accord 
ing to the Scriptures, the visitation of cosmic 
craft is not confined to any particular period 
of human history. Several craft styles are 
specified such as the Fiery Chariot, the
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Cloudy Chariot, the Cloudy Pillar, and the 
Cherubic Wheelcraft.

The Chariot of Fire
Flaming cosmic carriers are used in and 

between earth and heaven. Their number, 
as that of the angels, is myriadfold,1 and 
their occupants in some cases were pilots," 
while in other instances were passengers in 
cluding divine, celestial, and terrestrial 
beings. "In a flaming chariot" both the 
Father and Son were borne to the most 
sacred place of the sanctuary.3 "Holy angels 
have left the royal courts, and have come 
down to earth to encamp in the valleys in 
chariots of fire." * Both Elijah and Enoch 
were "borne to heaven" in "flaming char 
iots." 8 The celestial chariots were to patrol, 
protect, transport, gather, and to destroy.8 
A vast aerial armada of fiery chariots will 
accompany the Lord's second advent: "For, 
behold, the Lord will come with fire, and 
with his chariots like a whirlwind, to ren 
der his anger with fury, and his rebuke with 
flames of fire." 7

The Cloudy Chariot
Clouds are frequently associated with in-



traspace mobility. Intangible in form, un 
defined in shape, unrestricted in space, a 
supernatural cloud is the long established 
covering* and conveyance of the Lord who, 
"maketh the clouds his chariot," and "rid- 
eth upon a swift cloud." 8 Despite its nebu 
lous appearance, the cloudy chariot has a 
distinguishable size, a variable color, and 
a well-defined configuration." Its utility as 
a vehicle for travel is indicated not only by 
its support of heavier-than-air objects but 
also because it can be entered into and rid 
den upon.10 While closely related to celes 
tial beings, this uncommon cloud is not to 
be confused, at least in every instance, with 
angels, since they themselves ride in, wait 
in, and escort the cloudy chariot.11

Cloudy Pillar

A columnar cloud carrier is also described 
in the Sacred Script. Differing from an ordi 
nary cloud, this pillar had a distinct shape, 
size, interior, and base." A conveyance is 
indicated by the Lord descending in it, re 
ceiving visitors within it, and leading Israel 
by it.13 By its vertical motion of up or down, 
the signal was given to Israel, either to camp 
or to journey on." There was but one pillar 
with a cloudy cast by day and a fiery feature 
by night.15 During the day its canopy 
shielded from the hot sun, and after dark it 
illuminated the entire encampment.18 On 
occasion, the rebellious were consumed by 
a fatal flash of its light rays, similar perhaps 
to the laserlike "beams of light" of the flam 
ing sword guarding Eden's gates.17 Appear 
ing at the outset of the Exodus, the provi 
dential pillar continued in Israel's camp till 
the forty years of wilderness wandering were 
over.18

The Fire Cloud

Ezekiel reported a colossal cloud ap 
proaching our planet and associated with a 
whirlwind similar to those accompanying 
the chariots of Elijah, Isaiah, and Jere 
miah.19 The surface-gleam of this shining 
vehicle was likened to "glittering metal." *" 
Surrounding it from without was an aureole 
of light and from within there issued a con 
tinuous sheet of flame. From the interior of 
this cloudy conveyance emerged a quartet 
of what appeared to be humanlike beings 
whose movements were coordinated with 
four disklike components which descended 
to and lifted off from the surface of our 
planet while the mother craft hovered in 
space.21

The Wheelcraft
An unusual disk device is described by 

Ezekiel *" who defines it as a "wheel" 
(ophari) whose variant is go-lgal—inter 
preted by some as "wheelwork," or "char 
iot." * The four units had a uniform con 
figuration with a blue-green color and a 
series of portholes or lights (eyes) on their 
outer edge or rim. To the observer, their 
size was awe inspiring. Each object also con 
tained a "wheel within a wheel," which, 
according to our technology, could very well 
be a gyroscopic stabilizer. Similar to the uni 
fied movement of the pillar of cloud and its 
Occupant,24 these celestial crafts apparently 
had no independent action; for their per 
formance was closely directed by the spirit 
"in the wheel." They moved in various di 
rections with the speed of light. The four 
components seemed to emerge from the 
mother craft to descend to and take off from 
the surface of the earth.
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INTRODUCTION

Seventh-day Adventists have often been inclined to become key-text exponents 
in their doctrinal and prophetic presentations. They have likewise been sensitive 
to problem texts which on the surface seem to contradict the messages of the key 
texts.

Throughout the history of the church they have had writers who were strong 
defenders of the faith. But the strength was not always based upon sound exegesis.

In sharing with the field some of its work, the Biblical Research Committee of 
the General Conference brings careful exegesis and competent scholarship to bear 
in the papers presented. The following paper on Romans 14:5,6 was prepared for 
and approved by the Committee. Dr. Raoul Dederen, Chairman of the Department 
of Theology and Christian Philosophy at the Theological Seminary of Andrews 
University, balances with care the pros and cons of this text which is used quite 
freely by those who oppose the sacredness of the seventh-day Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment.

One difficulty, however, in dealing with many individuals concerning these 
problem texts is that they are oblivious to careful scholarship, sound exegesis, 
and accurate linguistic evidence. With dogged preconceptions of what the Bible 
writers had in mind, they cling adamantly to their positions. To work for such 
persons calls for infinite patience, grace, and prayer, exemplifying the very spirit 
which Paul is advocating in the passage under consideration.

It is hoped that this and other Biblical Research Committee inserts will be 
appreciated for future as well as present significance, so that they will merit a 
permanent place in the filing system of the careful worker. If you appreciate these 
papers, please call them to the attention of your colleagues and your active 
laymen, so that the greatest service may be rendered to the field by these studies.

For Bible teachers and others who might wish to call the attention of their 
students to these inserts, we have a quantity of each one on hand at the Biblical 
Research office of the General Conference. They are available by direct order to 
this office at 35 cents each, or 25 cents each in lots of ten or more. To date we 
have published as MINISTRY inserts:

EXISTENTIALISM-December, 1970 
(A Survey and Evaluation)

THE GATHERING OF ISRAEL-May, 1971 
(An in-depth study of Early Writings, pp. 74-76)

ON ESTEEMING ONE DAY BETTER THAN ANOTHER-August, 1971

Gordon M. Hyde, Secretary 
Biblical Research Committee

Additional copies of this booklet may be secured at 35$ each.
Ten or more copies to the same address are 25$ each.

Order directly from:

BIBLICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

6840 Eastern Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20012



ON ESTEEMING ONE DAY BETTER THAN ANOTHER

RAOUL DEDEREN 
Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan

One man esteems one day as better than another, while another 
man esteems all days alike. Let every one be fully convinced in his 
own mind. He who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 
He also who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 
God; while he who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 
thanks to God (Rom 14:5, 6).

What was in the mind of the apostle when he indicated the 
Christian's perfect liberty either to esteem one day above 
another, or to fail to make any distinction at all between them ? 
Was Paul obj ecting to Sabbath keeping ? Was he attempting 
to prove that the "Jewish Sabbath" was "nailed to the cross" 
like any other day of worship, since the issue presented here 
seems to be of equal importance to both Sabbath and Sunday- 
keepers ? What is Paul saying to the Christian community in 
Rome ? Is he writing of doctrinal "essentials" or of ethical 
"unessentials" ? If he is writing of soteriological "unessentials" 
would he include a reference to the Sabbath in the passage ?

The Church at Rome
The epistle itself seems to have been a product of Paul's 

three-month stay in Greece, at the close of his third missionary 
journey. Quite probably it was written from Corinth, or that 
city's seaport, Cenchreae, for Corinth was the site of the most 
important Christian church in the area. 1 The best historical 
evidence seems to locate this three-month period in Achaia 
between 57 and 59 A.D. The winter of 57-58 or the early spring 
of 58 seems a reasonable date for the letter.

Little is known regarding the beginning of the Christian

1 C. H. Dodd, The Epistle of Paul to the Romans (London, 1954), 
pp. xviii-xx.
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community in Rome. But it seems certain that Christianity 
was introduced quite early in the capital city. Evidently there 
was a large church at Rome in 58, composed like most churches 
of mixed Jewish and Gentile membership. 2 "When the Nero- 
nian persecution broke out (ca. 64), the Christians of Rome were 
'a large body' (I Clem. VI, i), 'an immense multitude' (Tacitus, 
Annals XV, 44) . 3

The basic theme recurring through the entire letter is that 
of justification by faith, the universal sinfulness of man and the 
universal grace of God. The epistle itself is divided into two 
main sections, the theological part (chs. i-n) and the ethical 
or practical section (chs. 12-16): "Ethics "after "Dogma."4

In Rom 12 and 13 the principle of love receives first impor 
tance. It will express itself to the need of the brethren as well 
as to the world at large in civic justice, good citizenship, and a 
holy example. But what shall be done about matters of Chris 
tian ethics when believers differ in opinion and are convinced 
that their views are sound ? Is there here some tangible meet 
ing place ? Yes, answers Paul in a passage which is an imme 
diate illustration of the spirit of self-sacrifice that he has just 
been requiring (ch. 14:1-15 :i3). Depicting Christ as the model 
in self-denial, he summarizes the whole thrust of the passage 
by these words, "Let each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, to edify him" (ch. 15:2). This ethical section is not to be 
considered as a new development in Paul's outline. It is rooted 
in the previous chapters. The first eleven chapters cannot be 
fully understood without the concrete and practical applica 
tion of chs. 12-15, nor would it be possible to interpret the 
latter correctly without the background offered by the first 
eleven chapters. The passage under study (chs. 14:5,6) falls 
within a large section of the letter devoted to the very appli 
cation of Christian truths to the daily Christian life.

2 See Rom i '.13-16; 2:9, 10, 17; 11:13, 31.
3 Dodd, op. cit., p. xxviii.
4 Paul Althaus, Der Brief an die Rdmer (gth ed.; Gottingen, 1959),

p. 112.
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The Immediate Context
As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not for 

disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat anything, while 
the weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise 
him who abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on 
him who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judge 
ment on the servant of another ? It is before his own master that 
he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Master is able to 
make him stand.

One man esteems one day as better than another, while another 
man esteems all days alike. Let every one be fully convinced in 
his own mind. He who observes the day, observes it in honor of the 
Lord. He also who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 
thanks to God; while he who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord 
and gives thanks to God (Rom 14: i-6).

No attempt at reliable interpretation of Rom 14:5 can 
be made without a careful examination of the context. 
A cursory reading of Rom 14 indicates that there existed 
in the Christian community of Rome a controversy in connec 
tion with both diet and the observance of certain days. 
In fact, the matter of "esteeming one day as better than 
another" seems to be merely interjected into a passage 
which has to do entirely with a controversy which existed 
in the Roman community on the matter of meat-eating 
versus vegetarianism and abstinence from wine (see vss. i, 21).

Therefore, in order properly to evaluate Rom 14:5 it is 
necessary first to gain an understanding of what conflicting 
philosophies were involved in the controversy, and then de 
termine, if possible, whether there is any connection between 
the question of diet and that of considering certain days as 
holy. If any conclusion may be reached, it might then be possi 
ble to suggest whether or not the seventh-day Sabbath is 
involved.

Is Paul Speaking to a Specific Situation? Whether or not 
Paul is speaking to a specific situation is a matter of debate. 
Although the suggestions made by some commentators seem 
very reasonable, 5 the author is inclined to believe that Paul

6 Following an excellent resume of the various positions, W. Sanday 
and A. C. Headlam conclude that Paul is giving general counsel arising
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aims his counsel to a specific situation and to a particular group 
of individuals in the Roman church. With Emil Brunner 
he believe» that "a certain split had occurred in the church at 
Rome" 6 and that after having dealt with the more general 
aspects of Christian behavior, Paul now turns to a problem 
which was perplexing that community. 7

Exactly what the problem was remains uncertain. In Chris 
tian communities tension arose between the "old-fashioned" 
and the "emancipated," the "progressives" or "enlightened," 
in T. W. Manson's words. 8 The weak are vegetarians, the strong 
are able to eat all kinds of food. In a classic chapter on the 
theory and practice of the Gospel in terms of Christian toler 
ance, Paul places his finger on the vice so liable to be indulged 
by the respective groups. That of the strong is the smile of 
disdainful contempt. That of the weak is the frown of con 
demnatory judgment. Both are condemned with equal vigor.

Who Were Those Ascetics?
The tendency has been to point immediately to Jewish 

Christians who still adhered to the shadows of the laws and 
whose minds were not yet sufficiently established, as the weak

from past experience. William Sanday and Arthur C. Headlam, A 
Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (5th 
ed.; Edinburgh, 1958), pp. 399-403.

6 Emil Brunner, The Letter to the Romans (Philadelphia, 1959), p. 114.
7 The questions raised by Paul in verses 4 and 10 appear to refer to a 

concrete situation. In verse 2 he uses Xa^ava (vegetables), the only 
time in the entire body of his writings. The situation does not seem to 
have appeared elsewhere. Furthermore, his general method seems to be 
to state enduring Christian principles in the presence of problems or 
errors, i Cor and Gal are outstanding examples. Likewise it seems that 
the great principles of Christian living laid down in Rom 14:1 to 15:13 
are triggered by the situation at Rome. It seems that Paul knew some 
thing about the Roman church through persons who had been in Rome 
or traveling church members (ch i :8). It is like human nature that he 
could have heard of the contention as early as of the faith of the Roman 
Christians.

8 T. W. Manson, Romans, in Peake's Commentary on the Bible 
(Matthew Black ed.; London, 1964), p. 951.
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believers mentioned in this passage. Ascetic trends, however, 
existed in paganism as well as in Judaism. 9

Pagan concepts may very well have made inroads in the 
Christian church at Rome. We find them indicated in Paul's 
epistles to the Galatians and to the Ephesians. Those who 
followed the Orphic Mystery cult and the Pythagoreans 
appear to have been vegetarians. Gnostic ideas also were pre 
valent in the first century in many parts of the Empire. 10 Their 
tendencies toward asceticism may have obtained some follow 
ing in Rome. But these do not satisfy all the circumstances. 
Roman Christians were in the habit, says Paul, of observing 
scrupulously certain days, and this custom did not, as far as 
we know, prevail among any heathen sect. The possibility 
cannot be excluded, however, that there might have been 
those among the Roman congregation who, because of the 
influence of a philosophy of life rooted in Hellenistic dualism, 
chose totally to abstain from meat and wine. 11

It seems difficult also to retain the possibility that Paul was 
speaking of Jewish Christians who rejected wine (see v. 21) 
and who had serious scruples about eating unclean meats of 
which others among the congregation partook. Judaism did 
not reject wine except for the duration of a vow, and the weak 
brethren objected to eating flesh at all, an objection which was 
not founded on the law of Moses but on ascetic motives foreign 
to the eleventh chapter of Leviticus. 12

9 For a list of the major groups, see Otto Michel, Der Brief an die 
Romer (loth ed.; Gottingen, 1955), PP- 256 # 

10 Hans Jonas, The Gnostic Religion (Boston, 1958), p. 33.
11 See Ernest Best, The Letter of Paul to the Romans (Cambridge,

1967), pp. 154. 155-
12 The word used for unclean (Rom 14:14) is significant, viz., xoiv6i;. 

It is to be distinguished from dx<x0ocpTo<;, the word applied to forbidden 
food in the LXX text of Lev n. Koiv6<; does not carry the sense of 
being impure, but common, unfit for the holy purpose of sacrifices, 
and defiling (see i Mace i '.*¥]). 'AxdcSocpTcx; refers to meat which, defined 
by Lev n, is unfit for human consumption. Koivo? is applied to per 
fectly proper food become "unclean" and therefore not lawful to be 
eaten.

Most vegetarians in those days abstained from meat on the basis of
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Since all meat was refused, some have postulated that the 
reason could very well be the same as that given in i Cor, 
namely the difficulty of obtaining meat that had not previous 
ly been offered in sacrifice to deities. 13 There is a rather close 
affinity, in fact, between Rom 14 on one hand and i Cor 8 and 
10 on the other. Food and drink is the issue (Rom 14:1, 21; i 
Cor 10:31), "everything" is permissible (Rom 14:14, 20; i Cor 
10:23). In each case the eater gives thanks to God and eats 
with impunity (Rom 14:6; i Cor 10 126, 30). He is justified if he 
has no scruples and is no stumbling block to the weak brother 
(Rom 14:20; i Cor 8:9). In both instances Christ's disciples are 
exhorted to consider others before themselves (Rom 15:1,2;! 
Cor 10124) and to see the other's advantage rather than one's 
own (Rom 15:1, 2; i Cor 10:33). The appeal is to be consider 
ate of the weak one's faith and to abstain rather than to 
cause another's fall (Rom 14:1, 21; i Cor 8:9, 11-13).

It seems impossible to determine exactly what the problem 
in Rome was. It might very well have been identical with that 
in Corinth. But Paul's silence concerning idols and demons, as 
well as the mention of the observance of certain days, incline 
many to conclude that there is no real parallel between the 
two passages. 14

Christians of Jewish Origin Influenced by Essenism. It is 
equally possible that those refraining from meat and wine 
might have been Christians of Jewish origin influenced by 
Essenism. 15 It is evident, as mentioned earlier, that the church
their metaphysical concept of the world. Most Christian vegetarians 
today do so mainly in striving for good health.

13 Anders Nygren, Commentary on the Romans (Philadelphia, 1949), 
p. 442. Cf. A. M. Hunter, The Epistle to the Romans (London, 1957), 
p. 117.

14 Cf. Adolf von Schlatter, Gottes Gerechtigkeit (4th ed.; Stuttgart, 
1965), pp. 364, 368; Michel, op. cit., p. 256; Ernst Gaugler, Der Romer- 
brief (Zurich, 1952), II, 326.

15 On the importance of the Jewish influence in Rome, see J. Kino- 
shita's interesting theory on a source for the outline of Rom 14. He sees 
the passage as composed of "The Manual of Instruction on the Jewish 
Problem." J. Kinoshita, "Romans Two Writings Combined," NT, VII 
(1964-65), 258-277.

8
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at Rome was composed of both Jews and Gentiles. The relative 
size of the two groups is uncertain, although we know that at 
that time there was a large Jewish colony in Rome. 16

Like the Pythagoreans, the Essenes sought to attain a 
higher sanctity by depriving the flesh of satisfaction of its 
desires. As a possible outgrowth of Pharisaism, Essenism had 
much in common with it, although it also found itself at great 
variance with it. Here ceremonial purity was not merely a 
principal aim, it was an absorbing passion. In his desire to 
observe carefully the distinction laid down by Moses of meats 
as lawful and unlawful, the Essene went far beyond the Phari 
see. Many believe that he even drank no wine nor touched any 
animal food, at least at times. 17

Less objection applies to this proposed solution if it is
16 For a study of the Christian community and the Jewish colony in 

Rome, see G. La Piana, "Foreign Groups in Rome During the First 
Centuries of the Empire," HThR, XX (1927), 183 ff.

17 It remains difficult to know whether the Essenes abstained entirely 
from meat and wine. Archaeological and literary evidences provided by 
the Qumran community which most scholars relate to the Essenes  
have been variously interpreted. Whereas some, on the basis of the 
Dead Sea scrolls, consider that the Essenes used wine, others regard it 
as improbable in view of the use of the word tirosh: see J. van der Ploeg, 
The Excavations atQumran (London, 1958), p. 212, and E. F. Sutcliffe, 
The Monks of Qumran (Westminster, Md., 1960), p. no. Archaeologists 
uncovered numerous deposits of bones in jars and pieces of jars, bones 
of animals mainly sheep and goats which had been cooked or roast 
ed. The theory that these are the remains of animals of which the flesh 
was eaten seems very natural, although not convincing to those who 
consider them as evidence of sacrifices that the Essenes felt necessary 
to offer within the purity of their own community; see Kurt Schubert, 
The Dead Sea Community (New York, 1959), p. 23; van der Ploeg, 
JSS, II (1957), 172; R- de Vaux, RB, LXIII (1956), 73, 74, 549-55O-' 
W. R. Farmer, The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, II (New York, 
1962), 148.

In the absence of coercive evidence it seems reasonable to suggest 
that wine was drunk and meat was eaten at times by the Essenes of 
Khirbet Qumran. But if the Pharisee fasted twice a week and, at times, 
rejected wine for the duration of a vow, the Essene, whose austerity 
was so highly esteemed by ancient authorities, must not have lagged 
behind in his zealous attachment to a strict observance of his religious 
practice. At Qumran the significance of asceticism and purity was 
pushed to the limit. The community stood or fell by it, so to speak.
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presented in the form, not that Essenism existed in Rome as a 
strict organization, which is highly improbable, but that there 
was an Essenic influence in the Jewish community there. This 
is probable, and the view fulfills the three conditions of the 
case. The Essenes were Jewish and ascetic, and they observed 
certain days. "There is some evidence," writes F. F. Bruce, 
"that such 'baptist' communities were found in the Dispersion 
as well as in Judaea. The Jewish community of Rome, in 
particular, appears to have preserved some characteristic 
features of this 'non-conformist' Judaism   features which, as 
we may gather from the Hippolytan Apostolic Tradition, were 
carried over into Roman Christianity." 18

On Esteeming Certain Days Above Others
Whatever the real problem may have been, Paul's plea is 

for consideration on the part of more mature Christians to 
wards their weak brethren. Those whose faith makes them in 
dependent of ritual prohibition should not reject the weak, 
but welcome them as Christian brethren. To the weak and 
scrupulous Paul appeals with more elaboration of argument 
that they should refrain from condemning those who claim to 
exercise freedom in matters of such observances.

At this point, in a chapter that has to do with a controversy 
on the matter of meat-eating versus vegetarianism, Paul inter 
jects another issue, that of "esteeming one day as better than 
another" (v. 5). This might very well have been another ex 
pression of the scrupulousness Paul is concerned with.

Remarks on the Greek Text of Rom 14:5. Part of the interpre 
tative problem of this passage is the fact that a linguistic 
study hardly contributes any substantial information toward 
a more accurate understanding. The Greek text reads : oc, 
(yap) xpivei rj^spav Trap' y][A£pav, Sc Ss xptvsi Tracrav 

EV TCO ESuo vot 7rA7)po<pop£ur6cD. 19

18 F. F. Bruce, "To the Hebrews or to the Essenes?" NTS, (1962- 
1963), 227.

19 Novum Testamentum Graece (Erwin Nestle, ed.: Stuttgart, 1952).

10
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Key words in this passage, on which its sense hinges to a large 
degree, are xpwsi, Y]p>ipav -reap' r^epow, and TrX-yjpocpopslaOoo.

K p i v E i: one man "esteems." The basic meaning of the word 
is that of separating, and then discerning, in the act of judging. 
It stresses mental discrimination, a moral scrutiny and deter 
mination. It is here properly translated "esteems." Some 
Roman Christians attributed a particular importance to certain 
days, others considered them all alike.

cH[z£pav: "day." Although Tj^spa may have several 
meanings, 20 in this passage the word falls easily into the 
category of a 24-hour period. Reference is made here to the 
calendar day.

'HpLspocv Trap' Y](x£pav: "one day as better than another." 
In this phrase, the key word is TOxpa. When used before an 
accusative, as is the case here, except with verbs of motion 
and adverbially of place or time, roxpa indicates a com 
parative-con trastive concept. According to the best Greek 
authorities this concept conveys two fundamental notions: 
(i) Besides or beyond, as in Rom 16:17; (2} Above or beyond 
in the sense of the comparative sense "more than," as, for 
instance, in Heb 1:9; Lk 13:2. Fundamentally, then, the 
preposition rrapa serves to set apart one idea from another, or 
"one day above another." 21 Although in the opinion of some 
the addition of "alike" may seem to distort the meaning of the 
passage, this adjective has been supplied by the translators in 
an effort to complete the sense of the sentence.

20 As a summary of the meanings 7)[jipa may have in the Pauline 
writings, W. F. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich suggest: (i) An age, era, 
indefinite period of time, as in 2 Cor 6:2; Eph5:i6; (2) an eschatolog- 
ical day, as in Rom 2 :i6; i Cor 5:5; (3) the natural day from sunrise 
to sunset, i Th 2:9; 3:10; (4) the day of 24 hours, Gal i :i8; i Cor 15:4. 
A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian 
Literature (Chicago, 1957), pp. 346-348.

21 James H. Moulton, A Grammar of New Testament Greek, Vol. Ill 
by Nigel Turner (Edinburgh, 1963), p. 273; F. Blass and A. Debrunner, 
A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and other Early Christian 
Literature (Cambridge, 1961), pp. 123-124; Arndt and Gingrich, op. cit., 
art. reap a.

11
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The various nuances of meaning possible to the entire clause 
oc, xptvst. Y][jilp<xv uap' 7][/ipav are reflected in various versions 
and translations. The following are samplings:

"One man discriminates between days" (Syriac).
"One man considers some days to be more sacred than
others" (The Twentieth Century New Testament}.
"One man esteemeth one day above another" (KJV}.
"This man putteth difference between daye and daye"
(Tyndale and Cranmer).
"One man esteems one day as better than another" (RSV).
"One man keeps certain days as holier than others (Jerusa 
lem Bible].
"This man rates one day above another" (Moffatt).
"One demeth a day bitwixe a day" (Wycliffe).
"This man regards one day more highly than another"
(NEB).
riA7]poq3op£tc700L>: "Let one be fully convinced," a com 

pound verb which means to become filled with a thought or 
conviction to the extent of accepting it, and of being settled in 
mind. The contextual significance of this verb seems obvious. 
It fits in with Paul's attitude in matters of moral issue, and 
more specifically in this case, in the matter of "eating and not 
eating." So also in the matter of discriminating or not between 
days, it is important that one's mind be settled. The mind 
must be "fully assured," 22 having carefully pondered the 
question and come to a settled conviction.33

22 A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, IV (New
York, 1931), 4i3-

23 Biblical scholarship is divided on the matter of retaining or drop 
ping a passage which follows Rom 14:5. The KJV has translated Rom 
14:6 as follows: "He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord; and he that regardeth not the (Lay, to the Lord he doth not regard it. 
He that eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that 
eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks." 
The uncial authority is strongly against the italicized passage; the lack 
of completeness in the antithesis might easily have led to its insertion. 
On the other hand the possibility of omission by homoioteleuton exists 
and the repetition characteristic of the clause increases the probability

12
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The passage has been very faithfully rendered by the trans 
lators.

Paul's Distinction and the Seventh-day Sabbath
But is it possible to discover what days Paul had in mind 

when he wrote that "one man esteems one day as better than 
another, while another man esteems all days alike" ?

Although one may not want to exclude the possibility of 
Paul's referring to certain days of fasting as of heathen origin 24 
or to an early keeping of Sunday,25 commentators have very 
generally thought of them as being: (i) Jewish ceremonial 
feasts or Sabbaths which Jewish Christians would still have 
been observing; (2) fast days on which it would not have been 
permitted to eat certain things; and (3) the seventh-day Sab 
bath.

It has been argued that the distinction here touched upon 
refers to the seventh-day Sabbath. "What other day would 
any Roman Christian judge to be above other days?" asks 
Lenski.26 A small group of Jewish Christians, some of them 
probably from Jerusalem, "still clung to the Sabbath much as 
the Christians did after Pentecost. 27 In this interpretation Paul 
considers that all distinction of the Sabbath day from other 
days has been abolished by Christianity. In other words, for 
the Christian there are no sacred days any longer, all days being 
indifferently sacred. Although Alford does not see how the 
passage can be otherwise understood,28 others from an under 
standable fear that any application of "one day" to the sev-

of its having existed in the original manuscript, inasmuch as its inclu 
sion completes a parallel between observing and not observing on the 
one hand, and eating and not eating on the other. The insertion or 
omission of the clause does not essentially modify Paul's argumenta 
tion.

24 See Michel, op. cit., p.301.
25 Von Schlatter, op. cit., p. 371.
26 R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul's Epistle to the Ro 

mans (Columbus, Ohio, 1945), p. 821.
27 Ibid.
28 H. Alford, The Greek Testament, II (Cambridge, 1865), 45 2 -
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enth day Sabbath would equally apply to the "Lord's Day"  
have suggested that Paul was exclusively dealing with the 
Jewish Sabbath, and not at all with the Christian Sabbath. 29 
When confronted by the fact that the "strong" esteems every 
day alike, such commentators reply with much common 
sense that "if any man is disposed to plead this passage as an 
excuse for violating the Sabbath [Sunday] and devoting it to 
pleasure or gain, let him quote it just as it is, i.e., let him 
neglect the Sabbath from a conscientious desire to honor Jesus 
Christ. Unless this is his motive, the passage cannot avail 
him." 30 Both groups agree, therefore, that it is ruled by Paul 
that the seventh-day Sabbath is no longer of permanent moral 
obligation.

It is to be noted, however, that the attempt to connect the 
fourth-commandment Sabbath with the "days" mentioned 
in this passage is not convincing for everybody.51 The whole 
discussion concerns "unessentials," matters in which God has 
not spoken clearly in his Word. N o such question can be con 
scientiously raised concerning the fundamental moral issues 
that are clarified in the Decalogue, the Sermon on the Mount, 
or in any other plain statement of Scripture. Who can have a 
divine commandment before him and say to others: you can 
treat that commandment as you please; it really makes no 
difference whether you keep it or not; please yourselves? No 
apostle could so conduct an argument. And probably no man 
would be more surprised at that interpretation than Paul 
himself, who had utmost respect for the Decalogue, God's law, 
which is "holy, just and good" (Rom 7:12). For the apostle 
each of the ten commandments is an expression of love 
(ch. 13:8-io), and Christ himself, the norm of all Pauline teach-

29 A. Barnes, Notes on the New Testament, IV, Romans (London, 
1832), 299, 300.

30 Ibid.
31 See, for instance, Joseph Parker, The People's Bible, XXVI, 

Romans and Galatians (New York, 1901), 123 ff.; Barnes, op. cit., pp. 
299, 300; Wilber T. Dayton, Romans and Galatians, in the Wesleyan 
Bible Commentary, V (Grand Rapids, Mich., 1965), 85, 86.
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ing (see, for instance, ch. 15 :i-i3), was indisputably a Sabbath 
keeper. For the apostle, the situation of the Christian toward 
God's law has become much more responsible and dangerous 
 than that of the devout men of the Old Testament.

Paul himself, who evidently cannot be reckoned among the 
"weak," worshiped on Sabbath "as was his custom" (Acts 
17:2; cf. Lk 4:16), and there is no conclusive evidence to the 
contrary. He was in no doubt about the validity of the weekly 
Sabbath. Thus, to assume that when they were converted to 
Christianity by Paul, Gentiles or Jews would be anxious to 
give up the "Jewish" Sabbath for their "own day" is hardly 
likely. This could be expected only at some later time in the 
history of the Christian Church, and for other reasons.

In Rom 14 Paul is taking for granted certain things which 
ought never to be disputed. If it had occurred to his mind that 
there were presumptuous believers who thought that a com 
mandment could be trifled with, he would probably have 
conducted his argument accordingly. It seems safe, therefore, 
to conclude with a large group of exegetes, that the seventh- 
day Sabbath does not come within the scope of the distinction 
respecting the days mentioned in Rom i4:5-32

The Jewish Ceremonial Sabbaths. It has been argued with a 
great deal of plausibility that Paul was simply referring to the 
sacred days of the Jewish ceremonial economy. Some regarded 
them as having abiding sanctity. Others considered them as 
abrogated with the passing away of the ceremonial institutions. 
After the deliverance from Egypt, the Lord instituted for 
Israel six annual feasts, and in connection with these, seven 
ceremonial Sabbaths, 33 In subsequent Jewish history these

32 It is to be noted that it is even more so for John Murray, the Pres 
byterian theologian, since he considers that the Lord's day, the memor 
ial of Jesus' resurrection, borrows its religious significance from the 
Sabbath institution which keeps its abiding relevance and binding 
obligation upon the believer of the New Testament covenant. See 
"Appendix D" in The Epistle to the Romans, II (Grand Rapids, Mich., 
1965), 257 ff.

33 See Lev 23 and Num. 28, 29.
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feasts were given great prominence and became deeply 
ingrained in Jewish culture. Some of the early Christians, of 
Jewish origin, might have been slow to break away from the 
old customs. It is quite possible that in the church at Rome 
there may have been a strong Jewish element endeavoring to 
make a case for the observance of these yearly feasts and 
Sabbaths. Some converts from Judaism still like to observe 
them today and see nothing wrong in this, regarding them 
as part of their ethnic heritage.

These interpreters generally see a connection between the 
problem mentioned in Rom 14 and that discussed in Gal 4 
(vs. 8-n) and Col 2 (vs. 16,17). It might seem that the similari 
ties between the two groups of passages would indicate the 
same issue. This inference, however, is not established, and 
the evidence would point to the conclusion that the weakness 
in view in Rom 14 is of a somewhat different character. It 
seems that more has to be taken into account. In Rom 14 there 
is no mention of the specific days designated in Col, for instance. 
If this were the question we would expect an explicit refer 
ence as in Col 2:16, 17. Here Paul mentions only a distinction 
between days. 34 The main weakness of Rom 14 involved a 
vegetarian diet, which is not reflected in the epistles to the 
Galatians and Colossians. There is no indication either that 
the weak in reference to food had, as the Galatians, been 
"bewitched" in accepting "another gospel" (Gal 3:1; 1:8). 
Both attitudes may very well have been an outgrowth of 
Essenic-Judaistic sectarianism, and it is conceivable that the 
yearly Sabbaths could have been included in this reference, 
but that they constituted the real subject of reference seems 
rather unlikely.

The Essenes Might Have Caused the Problem
Paul may have had in mind the case of Jewish converts who 

were still clinging to these feast days. But the special days of

34 See Joseph Huby, Saint Paul, Epitre aux Roma-ins (Paris, 1957), 
PP- 452, 453-
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the week were more probably fast days. This suggestion is 
based on the context itself, in which abstinence is the predom 
inant feature. It may even be that among the faithful who 
strictly abstained from flesh and wine or besides them there 
were others who did so only on certain days. Paul's phrase in 
v. 2, "one believes he may eat anything, while the weak man 
eats only vegetables" is curiously analogous to this statement 
in v. 5, "one man esteems one day as better than another, 
while another man esteems all days alike." He mentions the 
two cases together and later in the chapter he declares that a 
man should not be judged because of his eating (vs. 10-13), 
which may imply that Paul is referring to fast days. It appears 
quite probable from the context that Paul here is correlating 
the eating with the observance of days. Most likely, although 
it is impossible to ascertain it, the apostle is dealing with fast 
days in a context of either partial or total abstinence. 35

Here also the Essenes might have caused the problem. It is 
certainly significant that besides abstaining from meat and 
wine at least at times they also were very specific in the 
matter of observing days. They sanctified certain days which 
were not observed by the general stream of the Jews. Although 
the Essenes' principal feasts were the same ".. .as in the rest 
of Israel, others have been added which seem to have been 
unique to the sect." 36

Their liturgical calendar was different from the official 
priestly calendar in J erusalem. Set up according to the calen 
dar of Jubilees, it caused the major feasts to fall on the same 
day of the week, year after year. The year of the Jubilee 
Calendar had only 364 days, exactly 52 weeks. Each month 
counted 30 days. After every three months an extra day was 
added so that the weekly cycle would work out evenly. In other 
words, it was a synchronization of the weekly and yearly

35 James Denney, The Expositor's Greek Testament, II, Romans (W. R. 
Nicoll, ed.; Grand Rapids, Mich., 1961), 702; Huby, op. cit., pp. 455, 
456; Gaugler, op. cit., p. 333.

36 Marcel Simon, Les sectes juives au temps de J6sus (Paris, 1960), p. 62.
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time periods, so that every year a particular date always fell on 
the same day of the month. All new moons and religious feasts 
fell on Sundays, Wednesdays, or Fridays.

Some have suggested that the calendar of Jubilees represent 
ed the ancient liturgical computation of the Temple itself, 
later abandoned at Jerusalem in favor of the lunar-solar calen 
dar in use in the Hellenistic world. "It is not impossible that 
this substitution gave rise to the Essene secession." 37 As 
might be expected, there was, of course, a predilection for 
these particular days.

Some pertinent observations emerge now which could well 
tie in the matter of diet with that of "esteeming certain days 
above others." The Essenes scrupulously abstained from meat 
and wine. They added certain feast days to the regular Jewish 
calendar. The dissension over this very point existed in Jewry 
prior to the advent of Christianity. Could it be that the contro 
versy was carried over into the Christian Church and finds 
itself reflected in Rom 14 ? In this case the practice of the weak 
may be compared with the early Christian custom indicated in 
the Didache of fasting twice every week.38 Is it not significant 
and relevant at the same time that we have here a matter of 
diet and days connected in a controversial issue? Although 
this is not an established fact, this interpretation is a possi 
bility which cannot be ignored. It seems, in fact, to be the 
most likely possibility in a context in which abstinence is a 
predominant feature. This is why I suggest that Paul is here 
referring to practices of abstinence and fasting on regular 
fixed dates.39

37 Simon, op. cit., pp. 62, 63. A. Jaubert, La date de la Cene, calendrier 
biblique et liturgie chretienne (Paris, 1957), pp. 51-56.

38 The Didache (8 :i) warns Christians not to fast with the hypocrites 
on the second and fifth days of the week, but rather on the fourth and 
sixth days.

39 See F. J. Leenhardt, The Epistle to the Romans (London, 1961), pp. 
348, 349. M. J. Lagrange declares, "II est assez clair, d'apres le con- 
texte, qu'il s'agit d'abstinence." Saint Paul, Epitve aux Remains (Paris, 
I 95 ). P- 3 2 5- There also remains the possibility that the apostle is 
referring here to another example of Pharisaic influence. There is little
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The Problem Was Not a Basic One

The problem, obviously, was not a basic one, as the mild 
way in which Paul deals with these weak brethren indicates. 
The contrast between the tone of the letter to the Romans and 
the tone of the letters to the Galatians and to the Colossians 
is highly significant. The reason is clear. In Gal, for instance, 
Paul is dealing with Judaizers who are perverting the Gospel 
at its very center. Propagandists of a legalism which maintained 
that the observance of days and seasons was necessary to 
justification and acceptance with God, they were denounced 
as "false teachers" preaching "another gospel" (Gal 2:4; 1:8). 
Their views are a return to "spiritual slavery" (ch. 4:8,9) and 
Paul fears that he has labored in vain among them (ch. 4:11). 
The Colossians likewise adulterated the ground of salvation by 
dogmatic confidence. There is no evidence of such a fatal error 
in Rom 14. The Roman Christians were not "propagandists 
for a ceremonialism that was aimed at the heart of the cross." 40 
The Galatians were involved in essential doctrinal issues; they 
were outside the Gospel in dogmatic terms. This explains 
Paul's language. The Romans always remained within the 
Gospel. The climate is radically different and explains 
Paul's tolerance and restraint. He was dealing here with 
unessentials.

The apostle is convinced that these differences of opinions 
regarding days have nothing to do with the fundamentals of 
Christian experience. They are indifferent matters. None of 
them is characteristic of an inadequate theory of life and

doubt that the Jews in general and the Pharisees in particular laid 
great emphasis on fasting as a religious practice in Bible times. Besides 
the biblical evidence, the Babylonian and the Palestinian Talmuds 
contain a sizable tractate called Ta lanit (Fasts) devoted to the Jewish 
fast-days and the practices peculiar to them. I feel, however, that this 
does not meet all the circumstances described in Rom 14, since Paul is 
dealing with Christians who not only observed certain days, but also 
abstained from meat and wine.

40 John Murray, The Epistle to the Romans, II (Grand Rapids, Mich., 
1965), 173-
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religion. "He who observes the day, observes it in honor of 
the Lord. He also who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he 
gives thanks to God; while he who abstains, abstains in honor 
of the Lord and gives thanks to God" (Rom 14:6). Whether 
they observe holy days or not, whether they partake or refrain 
from food, these Christians' actions are regulated by the great 
principle of the lordship of Christ. There is no proof that the 
weak brethren differed from the strong on the great principle 
of justification by faith. All there is for some is weakness "in 
faith," that is to say an inadequate grasp of the great principle 
of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ, which brought some to an 
anxious desire to make their salvation more certain by the 
scrupulous fulfillment of formal rules. But however weak these 
brethren may have been they still are brethren, and remain 
part of the Christian fellowship. As Bultmann indicates, the 
Scriptures point to different degrees and possibilities of faith 
for individuals. There are "deficiencies in faith" (i Th 3:10); 
"growth in faith" (2 Cor 10 :i5); "fullness of faith" (Rom 4:21; 
14:5); and "weakness of faith" (Rom 14:i).41 But all are 
characteristic, not of Judaizers or apostates, but of Christians. 
Therefore, our weak brother of Romans 14 is to be welcomed 
as a Christian.

Matters Not Regulated by a Revelation from God. The weight 
of evidence points to the fact that Paul is not dealing with the 
fourth-commandment Sabbath. The polyglot society at Rome 
helps one to understand somewhat better the complex situa 
tion existing in that Christian community. The Roman, Greek, 
Oriental, and Jew lived there. The slave, the free man, and the 
freedman lived there. All were confronted by the question of 
Christian ethics in a pagan society. While all had one and the 
same faith, all did not share one and the same philosophy of 
Christian life. Some, who were strong in the faith, could rely 
on the past and not let it disturb them. Others wanted added 
protection against the non-Christian environment. They felt

41 Rudolf Bultmann and Arthur Weiser, Faith (London, 1961), 
pp. 88, 89.
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the necessity for certain restrictions governing their Christian 
way of living.

Is it not significant that this epistle to the Romans which 
presents the Christian doctrine with such exceptional power 
and clarity should indicate that the teaching of faith and a 
healthy doctrine do not guarantee a healthy community? 
There are questions which concern matters morally indifferent, 
which are not regulated by a revelation from God. In these 
matters, Paul asserts, "let every one be fully convinced in his 
own mind"; fully convinced, that is to say fully settled, having 
sound reasons for one's actions. Since divergencies are to be 
expected in such a context, let the weak respect the position of 
the strong (ch. 14:3) as well as the strong bear the weak broth 
er and welcome him to fellowship (chs. 14:1; 15:1, 7). Both, 
in fact, are doing what they do "in the Lord" or "unto him." 
Whether they keep certain days, whether they partake or 
refrain from food, their actions are to be regulated by the 
lordship of Christ, by the fact that they recognize him as Lord.

It is important, therefore, that in these matters every indi 
vidual Christian stand true to the authority of his conscience. 
It is possible for Christians to have reached different levels 
in the education and strength of their conscience. And 
having thought through the same problem they might 
come up with different answers. Some things are unquestion 
ably right, and others are unquestionably wrong. But there 
are still others regarding which the consciences of men differ. 
Here is precisely where none will interfere in an arrogant 
spirit. Let there be no bickering, disputing, or fault-finding. 
Men are neither saved nor lost by these matters. This is in es 
sence the teaching of Paul in Rom 14.

The dispute between the strong and the weak over unessen 
tial matters is to be understood in such a way as to prefer the 
common edification of the Church over one's own objective 
right. This is how one shows the superior soundness of his faith, 
and it is precisely what only the strong in faith can do. The 
strong in faith do not become weak when they are able and
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willing to resign all thoughts of asserting their objective right 
for the common upbuilding of the Church and the growth of 
the work of God. When they act in this way, they, rather, give 
evidence of their strength by the fact that they genuinely bear 
the weakness of the weak, making it their own and recognizing 
that all cannot at once rise to full strength. Together they 
accept the challenge that each should be fully persuaded in his 
own mind. This is using one's liberty, not for doing harm, but 
for the furtherance of the Church and of the work of God. 

In these ethical unessentials, Paul identifies himself with 
the strong brother. From such a starting point we might have 
expected him to seek to persuade the weak that their scruples 
regarding eating or fasting were baseless, and so to avoid a 
schism. But Paul proceeds in an entirely different manner. In 
unessentials Paul contends for Christian freedom, for the right 
of both weak and strong. "One man esteems one day as better 
than another, while another man esteems all days alike." The 
chief thing is that "every one be fully convinced in his own 
mind." This is no arbitrary indulgence. It was in this way alone 
that in such matters the apostle could be true to the Gospel. 
Never was there a Christian more emancipated from un-Chris 
tian inhibition. "He was not even in bondage to his emanci 
pation." 42

42 Bruce, The Epistle of Paul to the Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich., 
1963), p. 243.
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Transfiguration Cloud
The luminous covering cloud that ap 

peared on the Mount of Transfiguration is 
described as a manifestation of "glory" a 
and might well have been the cloud carrier 
in which the Lord descended to Sinai and 
ascended from Olivet. This coincided with 
the earth-visit of Moses and Elijah who, 
after appearing to the three disciples, were 
observed by the latter as they returned "up 
into the cloud." M

The Ascension Cloud
The Bible records not only the event but 

indicates also the means by which Christ's 
lift-off from earth was accomplished. In an 
uncommon cloud He was "carried" beyond 
our planet's atmosphere into the airless void 
of outer space.27 As in the case of the two 
witnesses, evidently He "ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud." * Daniel describes His 
arrival before the throne of the universe 
"upon the cloud of heaven." a Thus in a 
cloud He left our planet and in a cloud He 
arrived in Paradise. Apparently the cloud 
in which He left here is the same cloud in 
which He arrived there.

The Re-entry Cloud
Since the return of the Redeemer will be 

in just the same way He departed, therefore 
as He ascended to heaven in a cloud, so will 
He descend from heaven in or on a flaming 
cloud or "cloudy chariot."" When asked 
for a "sign" of His coming, Christ indicated 
the appearance of the cloud of glory itself 
to be the ultimate sign.31 In a cloud He was 
last seen going away and in a cloud He will 
be first observed returning. The "great" size 
of this cloud is indicated by its being also 
the ascension vehicle for those that are 
saved.32

The Escort Clouds
Since a single cloud transport is used by 

Christ in both His ascent to and descent 
from heaven,33 why are multiple clouds men 
tioned in the Scriptures? Since Christ will 
not return alone but will have the escort 
of all the heavenly host,34 apparently the 
purpose of the plural clouds is to provide a 
celestial convoy. Christ comes in His cosmic 
craft and they come in theirs. His convey 
ance is followed by theirs and their clouds 
resemble His.35 Since the legions of the Lord, 
in their advent approach to this planet, are 
associated with chariots, clouds, and sym 
bolic spacial steeds,38 is it not reasonable to
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conclude that these are variable descriptions 
of the same carriers and the same event?

The Lift-off Clouds
At the coming of Christ a mossy cloud 

cortege will approach our planet from outer 
space an expedition of the angelic armies 
of the Almighty conveyed in their separate 
carriers. 37 The Lord and His angels will 
come to reap the harvest of the world to 
gather the good and eliminate the evil.88 
The ascent or the lift-off of the elect from 
earth will be in the clouds which, as in 
Elijah's case, was conceived as a celestial 
chariot.38 As the Lord Himself was lifted up 
in a cloud carrier, so likewise clouds will be 
the conveyances in which the resurrected 
and living remnant "are borne away from 
the earth by angels." 40 "Carried up in 
clouds" they will "meet the Lord in the 
sky." 41

Heavenly Transport Cloud
Thus the multiple clouds carrying the 

saved of earth will converge on the hovering 
cloudy command-craft of Christ. In the spa 
cious staging area in the sky, the mighty 
multitude of the elect enter "together" into 
Christ's colossal cloud conveyance in which 
they will ascend from here to heaven taking 
seven days to proceed to the portals of 
Paradise.42

Examples of Intraspace Travel
Interplanetary space travel was a pre- 

incarnation activity of Christ as He "passed 
from star to star, from world to world." a 
The spacecraft used by Him is indicated as 
a "cloudy chariot." " Planet earth is not the 
only corner of the cosmos visited by extra 
terrestrial beings, for angels journey to 
"every part of the universe." * Since cosmic 
carriers are used by them to come here,48 
could it be that similar methods may be em 
ployed by them to visit elsewhere? Repre 
sentatives of the planets participate in 
periodic interstellar voyages to be present at 
the parliament of Paradise.47 "For six thou 
sand years," Satan and his apostate angels 
have been "causing grief throughout the 
universe."" Apparently at the time of 
earth's millennium Satan's wicked work in 
unfallen worlds will be terminated; for then 
"he will not have the privilege of ranging 
to other planets." 4  "Limited to the earth, 
he will not have access to other worlds, to 
tempt and annoy those who have never 
fallen. It is in this sense that he is bound." M

Not so for the ransomed of the Lord. Inter 
planetary travel privileges will be theirs as 
they wing their way to far-off planets, en 
joying "all the treasures of the universe." n 

For a comprehensive manuscript on Cosmic Car 
riers with extensive references from the Ellen G. 
White and Biblical sources, write to: R. F. Correia, 
327 Hanson Avenue, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401, 
U.S.A.
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Just What 
DO You Mean?

A Plea for Speaking the Same "Language" 
on an Important Subject

H. c. WHITE
Pastor, British Columbia Conference, Canada

A VERY important doctrine of the church 
is the doctrine of righteousness by faith. 

And in recent years many fine articles have 
been written on the topic, yet it is difficult 
to keep from becoming somewhat confused 
because of semantics. I believe much con 
fusion could be avoided if we thought of 
certain basic concepts in the same way. For 
instance, a better definition of terms among 
us would help us to achieve more under 
standing and greater unity in the faith, as 
well as help us to avoid some pitfalls. A 
clarification of certain frequently used 
terms might be helpful.

Righteousness by faith—a means whereby 
sinners can attain to righteousness. It was 
instituted as a remedy for sin, and is not 
to be confused with the faith of an un- 
fallen being.

Righteousness by works—a means where 
by it is possible for unfallen beings to "form 
a righteous character." (Good in itself, but 
an impossible method for fallen beings. All 
our own righteousness is as filthy rags.)

Sinless being—a being who has a sinless 
nature and therefore finds it natural to re 
frain from sinning.

Sinful being—a being who was born in 
sin and therefore has a sinful nature.

Holy flesh—a sinless nature is entailed, 
rather than a perfect body. A group of 
fallen beings around the turn of the cen 
tury claimed to have obtained a sinless na 
ture.

Subdue—to hold in subjection, overcome, 
or conquer. For instance, we can overcome 
an evil temper, but as sinful beings, we 
must watch that it does not come out from 
its subjection and hold sway again.

Eradicate—to get rid of completely, 
rather than to hold in subjection.
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The Problem of Semantics
It seems that in order to avoid bringing 

division into our ranks it is more necessary 
to define our terms today than it was a num 
ber of years ago. Ellen G. White, while in 
spired, sometimes used words or terms that 
could be taken in two ways. For example, 
most of the time she referred to our sinful 
propensities as something that must be fully 
subdued, but in at least one place she de 
clared that we need not retain even one 
sinful propensity. Some use this to teach an 
eradication of sinful propensities rather 
than a keeping in subjection of all our sin 
ful propensities. (This brings us back to 
"holy flesh" teaching.)

While it appears impossible to elimi 
nate all problems caused by semantics, with 
care we could come much closer to it.

A number of Spirit of Prophecy quota 
tions that will shed light on the terms men 
tioned above are submitted for our con 
sideration.

Should they [the dwellers in Eden] once yield to 
temptation, their nature would become so depraved 
that in themselves they would have no power and 
no disposition to resist Satan. Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 53.

It would appear that when God created 
sinless Adam He put power within him to 
resist evil. Evidently this was a sinless na 
ture. (This does not mean to say that Adam 
did not work closely with God and God 
with him.) Once man fell he lost that 
power, in himself, to resist evil.

The law demands righteousness, and this the sin 
ner owes to the law; but he is incapable of render 
ing it. The only way in which he can attain to 
righteousness is through faith. Selected Messages, 
book 1, p. 367.



It is only he who knows himself to be a sinner 
that Christ can save. . . . All our good works are 
dependent on a power outside of ourselves.  
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 316.

Is a Christian a Sinner?
Sometimes we refer to two classes of peo 

ple: the sinner and the Christian. However, 
in the true sense of the word a Christian is 
a sinner too, because he is a fallen being 
and will remain so until Jesus comes. 
Righteousness by faith is the method for 
sinners to attain to righteousness.

It was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form 
a righteous character by obedience to God's law. 
But he failed to do this, and because of his sin our 
natures are fallen, and we cannot make ourselves 
righteous. Since we are sinful, unholy, we cannot 
perfectly obey the holy law. We have no righteous 
ness of our own with which to meet the claims of 
the law of God. Steps to Christ, p. 62.

There is a vast difference between a 
fallen being and an unfallen one. Adam, be 
fore he fell, could form a righteous charac 
ter by his works; because we are fallen 
beings, we cannot form a righteous char 
acter by our works it has to be through 
faith. It is just as natural for a sinner to do 
evil as it is for a sinless being to do right.

God always demanded good works, the law de 
mands it, but because man placed himself in sin 
where his good works were valueless, Jesus' right 
eousness alone can avail. Selected Messages, book 
1, p. 343.

Good works are valueless to fallen beings 
as a means of becoming righteous. Because 
we are sinful (fallen) beings until Jesus 
comes we must depend upon His righteous 
ness for salvation. Before man fell, his good 
works were not valueless in attaining to 
righteousness.

The child of God will be terror-stricken at the 
first sight of the majesty of Jesus Christ. He feels 
that he cannot live in His holy presence. But the 
word comes to him as to John, "Fear not." That I 
May Know Him, p. 360.

John was a sinful being, and he was ter 
ror-stricken when he met Christ in His 
glory. Our first sight of Christ in His glory 
will terrify us, too, not because we will not 
welcome Him, but because we will still be 
sinful beings. "We shall all be changed" 
means more than a change of our physical 
bodies; it will be an eradication of our sub 
dued but still sinful nature.

The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you 
will appear in your own eyes. Steps to Christ, 
p. 64.

Why do we appear faulty when we come 
closer to Jesus? It is because of our sinful 
nature. Our sinful nature, through God's 
help, must be subdued (held under), but 
it is still present. If our sinful nature were 
eradicated and replaced with a sinless na 
ture, like the nature that Adam had before 
he fell, we would not appear faulty as we 
come closer to Jesus.

There are those who hold that our sin 
ful nature must be eradicated and replaced 
by a sinless nature like the one Adam had 
before he fell. They believe this is necessary 
before we reach the great time of trouble. 
But Christ can keep us from sinning (Jude 
24) now and also through the time of 
trouble. We must stress the urgent need to 
refrain from sinning. Our theme should be: 
Sinful people, kept from sinning by Christ! 
Christ first, last, and in between! The sin 
ner's part is to cooperate with Christ by a 
continual yielding to His will, then God's 
sinless nature will be seen in our lives.

What About Holy Flesh?
The "holy flesh" movement would never 

have obtained a start if all Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists had realized that we cannot become 
sinless beings in this life, and modern "holy 
flesh" teachers would get nowhere if we all 
realized this today.

When human beings receive holy flesh, they will 
not remain on the earth, but will be taken to 
heaven. Selected Messages, book 2, p. 33.

But the question may be asked, Does re 
ceiving holy flesh mean the receiving of a 
sinless nature? Notice the following state 
ment made to refute the "holy flesh" error:

The teaching given in regard to what is termed 
"holy flesh" is an error. All may now obtain holy 
hearts, but it is not correct to claim in this life to 
have holy flesh. The apostle Paul declares, "I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing" (Rom. 7:18). Ibid., p. 32.

It is obvious that whatever the "holy flesh- 
ers" meant by "flesh" it was the same kind 
of "flesh" that Paul referred to in Romans 
7:18. The New English Bible quotes this 
text this way: "For I know that nothing 
good lodges in me in my unspiritual na 
ture." * Unspiritual (sinful) nature means 
"flesh." Holy flesh means sinless nature. 
Romans 7:17 refers to the "sin that dwell 
eth in me" (sinful nature).

Men who have lived the nearest to God . . . have 
confessed the sinfulness of their nature. They have 
put no confidence in the flesh, have claimed no 
righteousness of their own, but have trusted wholly
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in the righteousness of Christ. The Acts of the 
Apostles, p. 561.

Anyone who says that during the time of 
Jacob's trouble we must have become sin 
less beings is really saying, We must have 
holy flesh, we must have righteousness of 
our own, we must be on a righteousness by 
works program. But righteousness by faith 
is for the sinner. That faith is faith in Christ 
as the only One who can save us. Sinless be 
ings need no Saviour even though they have 
boundless love for their Maker.

Let us not confuse the issues by:
(1) teaching righteousness by faith for un- 

falien beings, as well as for fallen ones;
(2) teaching that righteousness by works is 

valueless for unfallen beings, as well 
as for fallen ones;

(3) teaching the necessity of becoming sin 
less people while in this present world, 
when we should be stressing the power 
of Christ to keep us from sinning, and 
our need to cooperate with Him;

(4) teaching that "holy fleshers" meant the 
physical flesh had been restored to its 
Edenic condition rather than that their 
spiritual nature had been restored to 
its Edenic condition. They may have 
thought that there was something won 
derful about their physical flesh, but 
they mistakenly thought it was pos 
sible to become sinless beings this side 
of the coming of Christ.

Let's Not Confuse the Issue
It may be right to say that unfallen be 

ings have what could be called righteous 
ness by faith because of their faith in God. 
However, in dealing with the sin problem 
we only confuse the issue by calling this 
righteousness by faith.

It may be right to think of a fallen being 
as a sinless person when, or if, he should 
cease to sin, but it only adds confusion. It 
is much clearer if we place God's free moral 
agents in two categories the fallen and the 
unfallen. Then the fallen come into two 
categories Christian and non-Christian.

How can we speak the same "language" if 
all think a different meaning for a term? 
This gives Satan a field day with semantics. 
Let us do all we can to eliminate confusion. 
Could we assist theological unity by:
(1) speaking of righteousness by faith only 

in the realm of fallen beings?
(2) speaking of the need to cease from sin 

while at the same time speaking of us 
as sinners until Jesus comes?
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(3) remembering that the reason we can 
put no confidence in our flesh (nature) 
is because we are sinful beings?

(4) speaking of an overcome sin as a sinful 
propensity subdued rather than as one 
eradicated?

By understanding these terms we can 
come closer to speaking the same "lan 
guage" on this subject that has brought so 
much confusion to many.

*From The New English BiUe. © The Delegates of the 
Oxford University Press and the Syndics of the Cambridge 
University Press 1970. Reprinted by permission.

For the Minister
(With apologies to both Rudyard Kipling and 

Margit Strom Heppenstall)
If you can love your chosen mate immensely,
Yet caution not to make of her a god;
And let your children know how much you love

them,
Yet never hesitate to use the rod; 
If yon can be corrected by these loved ones, 
And proven wrong, admit that they are right. 
If you can apologize sincerely for your error, 

,And express appreciation for new light;

If you can freely share your inmost feeling
With her, with whom you've pledged to share your

life,
And yet not overburden her with worries, 
Nor keep her ignorant of your present strife; 
If you can face poverty and prosperity, 
Nor reveal undue concern in either case. 
If you can stay by "wifie" when the load is heavy, 
And lighten it so she might run life's race;

If you though growing up in recognition,
With invitations coming by the score 
Will never grow too tall to reach your children,
Too dignified to frolic on the floor,
If you can provide harmless recreation,
And glorify it with your presence there,
Or sit at home perfectly contented
And know you'd not desire to be elsewhere;

If you can come home after a full day's session, 
With many tasks and chores that you must do, 
And not be oblivious to your home surroundings 
Nor fail to notice anything that's new; 
If you can compliment your wife on her fine cook 

ing, and reward Junior for his "A" hi school. 
And, though tired, do not for a moment show it, 
But show one thing—and that's the golden rule;

If you can love, and loving, lift,
And thank God for the home which He has given,
You'll have a family to be proud of,
And what is more, you'll be with them hi heaven.

C. V. GARNETT 
Stttdent, Columbia Union College



BY HIS SIDE What Expect
of My 

Ministers Wife
A Shepherdess Feature Conducted by Dollis M. Pierson

PEARL PATZER
Conference President's Wife, New York Conference

EDITORIAL NOTE: The following questions and answers are 
taken from a survey that Mrs. Patzer conducted involving a 
number of women church members.

1. Do you feel that it's advisable for the 
minister's wife to be a leader of a Sabbath 
school division, choir director, organist, et 
cetera?

This would depend on the size of the 
church and her family; she would be ex 
pected to help when possible, but not neces 
sarily be the leader. Yes, in some cases. No, 
especially where there are children in 
volved. Only if needed, only in emergency. 
If needed and does it WELL. Only in small 
churches short on talent. Only as fill-in. To 
pinch-hit.

Greater is he who sets ten men to work 
than he who does the work of ten men. The 
minister's wife should take no responsibility 
that can be carried well by a member. If 
there is a lack, she should train a successor, 
if one is available.

2. Do you expect your minister's wife 
to be always present at MV meetings, 
prayer meetings, et cetera?

Yes, within reason. No, not always but 
often also Dorcas meetings. As often as 
possible the presence of the minister's wife 
at meetings shows her interest in the church 
and its activities if small children do not 
need her at home. Yes, it is very uplifting. 
A minister's wife should attend all meet 
ings. This makes the members feel she is 
interested in them as well as the meetings. 
She should attend all meetings and so 
should the minister! She needs nourishment 
for her own soul as well as do others. NO, 
not if she has small children. If the min 
ister and his wife are at all the meetings

possible, it is a great strength to the church. 
If they aren't there, the attendance seems to 
drop.

3. Do you expect your minister's wife to 
always wear hat and gloves to church?

It depends on the place in the country 
or the city. A woman doesn't look properly 
dressed without a hat on. If the minister's 
wife has small children it is hard for her to 
wear hat and gloves. It is nice to set the ex 
ample though. Optional but nice. Yes, but 
not for show. (2 to 1 say Yes).

4. How do you feel about your minister's 
wife wearing furs to church?

This would depend on the place. Only if 
she can afford them. Not going to extremes 
where she stands out in the crowd. Min 
isters' wives should be just as sacrificial as 
all the church members should be. Her 
clothing should not be showy or overly ex 
pensive. Only in Siberia. I believe there are 
better uses for the money. This should be 
avoided. If she has one she should wear it, 
she probably got it before she was married. 
Anything showy seems poor taste for any 
SDA woman. I feel it is totally unnecessary 
in our climate, and savors of vanity. Wear 
ing furs is in bad taste, there are some in 
the church who cannot afford a good cloth 
coat, and if they see the minister's wife in 
furs it could cause hard feelings. We need 
no fashion shows in church, have enough 
sideline attractions. Why not? Some fur 
seems in good taste, some are allergic to 
wool. Choice of wearing furs should be dis 
creet. It's her choice, she will be criticized 
whatever. If she would be conspicuous in 
the congregation, I would say No. It's a bit 
too extravagant. NO, NEVER.
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5. Do you expect your minister's wife to 
accompany her husband when he pays a 
visit, especially when she has no children 
to look after at home?

When the visits are with men I see no 
reason for her to accompany him, but if the 
woman is alone at home the wife or another 
elder should accompany him. He should use 
discretion in visiting women home alone. 
Yes, definitely. We enjoy an evening 
drop-in from both. Sometimes it wouldn't 
be advisable. Not always possible, but 
highly desirable. Members wish to become 
acquainted with the minister's wife and 
know her personally. The visit of the pastor 
and his wife is impressive and helpful. 
(95 per cent say Yes)

6. How much entertaining should the 
minister's wife do? If her husband is pastor 
in a small church is she expected to enter 
tain all the parishioners at some time or 
another?

I don't remember a minister's wife who 
made a business of entertaining each 
church member. Not necessarily. I think 
so, perhaps a church social if they have 
room in their home. The church needs help 
otherwise, and she shouldn't be expected to 
do a great amount of entertaining. One 
small church, yes, but several small 
churches, no. Our church needs more social 
activities . . . think that would stimulate it. 
No, they should not, nor should they show 
partiality by inviting the favorite few. I 
think it would be most hospitable if it were 
possible to have open house once a year at 
the pastor's home. This would leave out no 
one and this would help in the matter of 
unity and understanding. She should at 
tempt to entertain the visitors, church offi 
cers in large church all in a small church 
 not forgetting the needy. We should all 
entertain the lonely and unloved more than 
we do. She should entertain as much as pos 
sible so long as it does not put a burden 
upon her or the finances.

7. Is the minister's wife expected to 
stand at the church door and greet the 
congregation as they leave the church, 
especially if this is a small country church? 
It is very nice, but not compulsory. Yes, if 
there are no small children to attend to  
that comes first! Not mandatory but she 
should show friendly interest to all. I like 
it. No, but she should mingle with the mem 
bers outside the church. The wife standing 
by the minister's side is a good custom in 
every part of the church work. Most of those
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surveyed said that it is nice, or they like it.
8. What are some of die things that 

every member of the congregation has 
a right to expect of the minister's wife?

Willingness to help in time of need. Loy 
alty to her husband, friendly to all. Ability 
to listen and not become prejudiced toward 
anyone, thoughtfulness, neatness, courtesy, 
friendliness. I have appreciated our min 
ister's wife's willingness to take over in my 
office when I am away. It is nice to have 
her present and willing to give a helping 
hand at socials, suppers, et cetera. A per 
sonal interest in each member. Never be 
littling her husband or anyone else. She 
should be wholeheartedly cooperating with 
him. Not self-important. Reverent in 
church. Truly representative of a good SDA 
in every way. She should have a sunny dis 
position, be sympathetic, helpful, and will 
ing to listen to one's troubles . . . without 
interrupting. She should be a support to 
her husband, hold in confidence all she 
hears. Strict confidence. To fill any office 
when sorely needed. To set an example es 
pecially in dress (skirt length), to be non- 
partial. Have a listening ear, and a warm 
smile on Sabbath. One that holds up church 
standards and doesn't gossip. Role as con 
fidante. Aware of individual needs. To at 
tend the worship services as regularly as pos 
sible, especially small churches need the 
support. Upholding church standards in 
dress and deportment. Keep a good, clean, 
happy, ^wholesome home. Neat, pleasant, 
and no make-up. (Summary: Most impor 
tant no gossip, be friendly, be representa 
tive.)

9. Do you like your minister's wife to 
work out of the home?

No wife has enough energy, time, or abil 
ity to work out and be a minister's wife.

No, unless there is no other way to send 
her children to church school. NO! a thou 
sand times NO! Only if there is no other 
way. NO, NO, NO. If it is absolutely neces 
sary, but if she has small children her place 
is in the home. If she must work, may it be 
something she can do in the home. It is a 
pity ministers' wives have to work to make 
ends meet. Their families and husbands 
need them. Somehow I don't believe God 
meant it to be that way. No mother should 
work out of the home if there are children. 
No, part time if absolutely necessary, but be 
home when the children are home. Her first 
obligation is to the family and church . . . 
then there won't be time to work out.



10. Do you object to the minister's wife 
wearing colorless nail polish? face powder? 
perfume? high-heeled shoes?

Nail polish never! Face powder if she 
needs it. Perfume O.K. in moderation, and 
heels if not extreme. No. When things are 
an act of vanity or might be the cause of a 
new convert slipping, these things should 
be avoided. Nail polish is an act of vanity. 
Small amount of face powder sometimes is 
needed. Perfume, I see no harm in modera 
tion, and a moderate heel, but spikes are 
not healthy. Nail polish No. Perfume, 
powder used sparingly. No high heels 
(spikes). We should be attractive . . . use 
in moderation. Be inconspicuous and in 
good taste at all times. She should set the 
example in everything. Never be extreme.

11. Is it all right for the minister's wife 
to wear slacks or jeans at home or on cer 

tain occasions when she is out, such as on 
picnics or hikes? Also, bobby socks?

Slacks are not necessary for ordinary 
housework; climbing mountains or ladders, 
yes. I prefer to see a woman feminine. 
There are appropriate times that make 
slacks modest (shorts never). No socks 
would be better than bobby socks unless 
with slacks, never in public. There is a 
place for slacks or jeans. In the garden, 
around boats and beaches, et cetera. She 
should look neat, never immodest. She 
should use discretion as she has many house- 
callers. Bobby socks with slacks, yes, with 
dresses, no. Hikes, yes. I'm old-fashioned 
about this. I don't appreciate slacks or jeans 
on any woman, especially the pastor's wife. 
Slacks, jeans, bobby socks never fit into the 
Spirit of Prophecy picture of woman's dress. 
Who knows who will come to the door?

WOMEN IN SACRED HISTORY

The Mother Whose Sorrow Turned to Joy

Anxious neighbors gather at the gate of a humble Judean home awaiting word from 
inside. Suddenly loud wailing announces to all that the only son of a widow of Nain is 
dead.

Hours later kind friends carry his body on an open bier out of the gate and down 
the winding road. Sympathizing friends steady the faltering steps of the grieving mother. 
Head bowed and eyes filled with tears she is not aware of an approaching company of 
men until one of the group silently moves to her side.

"Weep not," she hears Him gently say. His hand reaches out to touch the bier. 
In a voice of authority that startled the waiting mourners and the expectant crowd gath 
ering on the hillside, He bade the young man arise. There was silence. The graveclothes 
stirred as "Jesus takes him by the hand, and lifts him up" (The Desire of Ages, p. 318).

Joy! unspeakable joy floods her soul as mother embraces her living son, and Jesus 
standing by rejoices in their happiness.

Here was a miracle! How frequently we wish we could see Christ raise the dead, heal 
the sick, and give sight to the blind today. Thank God He does have the same power 
today. Why do we not see more miracles? Perhaps it is our sight God needs to heal. 
Miracles are happening today! Around us sons and daughters still hear His voice. "God 
is saying to all who are dead in sin, 'Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead.'"  
Ibid,, p. 320 "Satan cannot hold the dead in his grasp when the Son of God bids them 
live." Ibid, Neither can Satan hold them in spiritual death who hear Christ and receive 
His life-giving power.

There is joy hi heaven over one sinner who turns to God and begins the Christian 
life. Is there joy in our hearts too? Do we reach out to lift him up the one near us 
who stumbles?
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Be

An 

Evangelist?
Part III

F. W. DETAMORE
Field Evangelist, Voice of Prophecy

He Looked for Someone to Help

THE evangelist must be prepared for cer 
tain times of feelings of utter aloneness. 

Not merely when you travel and long for 
home, but even in your work there are 
periods of destitute loneliness.

It may strike you when you are out visit 
ing and glance up at the moon and wish 
you could be with your family, but you 
must be out till late each night seeking the 
lost. Or it may come over you when some 
one gruffly repulses your endeavors to help 
and to save him. You will feel tempted to 
leave man to his fate and walk out of your 
Garden of Gethsemane.

But no, you must be willing to suffer on. 
He looked for someone to help "and lo, 
there was no man." There are times when 
your burdened heart must carry a terrible 
load for those who care not for themselves. 
That total aloneness will strike you when 
you make a call for surrender standing be 
tween the living and the dead. At that point 
no human in this world can intervene to 
help you. You will feel utterly cut off from 
foe and friend. Only God can help (but He 
is in the cloud or shadows). Calls for de 
cision will tear your heart.

Remember, no soul is born into the king 
dom without labor and pain. You do not 
climb Mount Zion until you have first 
walked in the valley or suffered on the hill- 
slope garden Gethsemane. Every evangelist 
must experience and bear that aloneness 
until one day he can lay down the burden 
and hear the "well done."

Hot and Cold Applications

Learn to endure failure and success. You 
simply must be on guard against the ex 
tremes of depression over apparent failure 
in one series or over jubilant elation from 
apparent outstanding success in another 
series. Level off. Your nerves cannot long 
afford these extremes. Depression will even 
tually overtake you.

Be humbly thankful when God grants 
success. Be humbly submissive when at 
times failure seems your lot. You did your 
best. It is the same God helping you in both 
series.

Be aware that He is far more interested 
in the success of soul winning than we can 
be. So trust Him in the valley as well as on 
the mountaintop. A moody evangelist is a 
depression to men, a disappointment to 
God, a joy to the devil, and a headache to 
his wife.

Be an enthusiast ever optimistic that 
the failure will be better. You must have a 
bubbling heart, cold-resistant enthusiasm, 
and abounding energy.

Take Time to Not Do Anything
Strange advice for a would-be future 

evangelist? No, not at all. You must take 
time to relax. It may be hiking, swimming, 
or boating, but whatever it is take time off.

Take time to be with your wife and chil 
dren. They have a right to some of your 
life and you need to be with them. On a 
day's outing leave your worries and cares 
behind. They'll all be there when you get 
back, so why worry? Take the day off and 
enjoy life doing anything or just plain do 
ing nothing just enjoying yourself, your 
wife, your children, and God's nature. En 
joy life now—today. You'll be a better evan 
gelist tomorrow.

Stand on Your Own Feet

An evangelist cannot be swayed by every 
breeze that blows. Few people receive as 
much free advice. Everyone knows how it 
should be done. If you pay too much atten 
tion to every suggestion and to every criti 
cism you'll lose your daring stamina for 
militant evangelism.

Weigh suggestions and criticisms and if 
you hear the same ones several times, per 
haps you'd better alter your course a little; 
but if you zigzag to accommodate every 
one's ideas you'll be a long time reaching 
your destination and grow dizzy getting 
there.
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Preach your way, Be yourself. Plenty of 
people will tell you what to preach about 
and what not to mention, but don't be too 
wishy-washy. An evangelist must present 
in his public addresses more than pablum, 
blue skies, butterflies, and psychology. He 
is a watchman on the walls of Zion, and 
with vigor, power, and enthusiasm must 
give warnings and reproofs as well as com 
fort and solace. You must search for a 
proper balance.

Always do the best you can under God.. 
and be ever alert for new and progressive 
ideas.

Get Ready, Get Set

What shall I do now in preparation for 
my future as an evangelist? That's a fair 
question. And now some simple suggestions.

Get all you can out of your present 
schooling. Some of it may seem impractical 
but it's part of the polishing and prepara 
tion for life and service. So finish the pre 
scribed courses. Be practical, ever down to 
earth in your search for help and in your 
preparation.

Credit or no credit, take typing. (Fine if 
you add a little shorthand.) Learn letter 
ing and poster-making. Study electronics at 
least enough to know how to operate a pub 
lic address system. Study auto mechanics. It 
will save you money and your wife will feel 
like she is married to a man.

Get lots of exercise, build up a strong 
body. You'll need it for loading and un 
loading your evangelistic van and setting 
up your auditorium or mobile home. You'll 
need a strong back as well as a strong mind.

Learn something about electricity. You'll 
need this knowledge in many ways through 
out your evangelistic life. Everything but 
your wife, these days, runs by electricity or 
gasoline engine. Be practical.

In life you'll deal more with spark plugs, 
fuses, and plumbers' friends than you will 
with Shakespeare, Socrates, and Sophocles. 
You should know these men, sure. But 
they'll never help you fix a clogged drain.

Read a lot and learn to read fast. Sift 
rapidly so you don't waste excessive time, 
and once you get out of school don't feel 
you've got to read every book someone
urges upon you.

Collect

i Collect ideas. Why is one speaker inter 
esting and another a sleeping pill? Analyze 
what kind of speaker you want to be, then



be it! In other words, be alert now to good 
and bad approaches in practical, interest- 
holding public speaking.

Collect illustrations. Live ones from life 
and from the living not canned ones in 
books of illustrations. Be alert; there are 
illustrations all around you everywhere in 
nature, in reading, in everyday life.

Collect handbills. Collect advertising. 
Some of it is good. Some of it is poor. (I 
can help you with a supply of the latter!) 
Collect sermons by other evangelists. This 
is one of the most important suggestions of 
all. As you read and study other men's ser 
mons their ideas will spark your thinking. 
Gather all of this material you can living 
sermons by active evangelists. Just reading 
such sermons will fire your own soul, for 
there is a great difference between didactic 
scholarly preaching or pastoral presenta 
tions, and a flaming, vibrant evangelistic 
message that must and does stir the hearts 
of young and old.

Start Evangelistic Preaching Now
Yes, now. Get a tent; get a hall now. 

Hold a series. You may not win one con 
vert. But you will have accomplished a 
great deal. You will have built sermons; you 
will have begun to learn to visit; you will 
have begun to learn what you don't know; 
you will have broken the ice.

Never feel that you were not called to 
be an evangelist just because your first few 
series seem to be failures. Keep on. Charge 
them up to experience. Put more fire and 
zeal into your next series. Forge ahead. 
Take the initiative in battling with the 
devil. Be bold for God and refuse to give 
up. Remember, you must be willing to fail 
if you ever expect to succeed.

Visit every evangelistic series possible; 
travel far to visit another speaker's series; 
watch for do's and don'ts and miscella 
neous catchy ideas. Ever be a collector. 
Never feel you have attained, but keep ex 
perimenting with new ideas and plans. 
Often things that "simply won't work" do 
work. If you have a good idea, launch out 
with it. Dare to try!

"And Just How Do I  "
Yes, I know what you are going to say  

"get called to be an evangelist?"
You don't. Turn back to the June issue 

and read page one of this article again. No 
committee votes a man to become an evan 
gelist. One simply cannot be voted into the

evangelistic role. Evangelists are sometimes 
called by committees, but they are already 
evangelists.

Very, very few start right out in full-time 
evangelism. After your internship you will 
have a small church or district of your own. 
Now is your chance.

Do you still want to be an evangelist? 
Then be one! Don't wait for the committee 
to vote for Brother      to hold a series. 
You take the initiative. Don't wait for a 
large budget, a Bible instructor, and a song 
leader. Those don't come along until later 
in life.

Launch out in a hall, in an old tent, 
anywhere. But preach, preach, preach! If 
no hall, go out by the River Jordan and 
preach out your heart. Somebody will come 
to hear you. I know Jesus will.

Keep at it, ever at it. "Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel!" Successful or 
not, I must preach. This gospel of the king 
dom shall be PREACHED in all the world.

Then be an evangelist, forever preaching. 
And someday if you work your heart out 
winning souls and seeking the lost the 
brethren will decide, "Let's put him out 
in the field to help some of our other men 
in their soul-winning program!"

Go Ye
Here comes your wife bringing the morn 

ing mail. A letter from the conference presi 
dent: 
"DEAR TOM AND SALLY:

"Yesterday the conference committee was 
giving consideration to the various problems 
of our field. We feel a definite need of a 
more vigorous and direct soul-winning en 
deavor in our conference.

"The brethren have voted to ask you 
to engage in full-time evangelistic work. 
We are hoping that this challenge will 
appeal to you and that you will give it your 
prayerful consideration. . . .

"Signed        "
There you are now. Out on your own  

a full-time evangelist at last! Some night I 
want to drop in on your meetings to pick up 
new ideas and get new inspiration.

One day the work will be done. I long 
for that day. I am getting a little tired, for 
I have been actively engaged in the Lord's 
work for forty-one years, and I long to go 
home. I'm so glad to welcome you to the 
evangelistic field. Let's hasten the finishing 
of the work for "the night cometh, when no 
man can work."
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PREACHER'S 
PROGRESS That 

Column 
in a

Worker's Report Blank
RON RUNVAN

MEETINGS assisted 23. That sounds 
good. Sermons preached 3. All you 

can expect for an assistant pastor in a large 
city church. Calls or visits 129. Nobody 
could complain about that. Count all those 
telephone calls.

But now that column. Baptisms. Zero this 
month. And that's probably the only col 
umn the conference president will really 
notice.

Baptisms. Next month 
A name to visit. Bob Ross. He's Jim 

Haney's brother-in-law, and Jim has been 
working on him for three years now. About 
time he was baptized.

"Bob, you've been coming to church now 
a long time. Don't you think you ought to 
be making a decision?"

"Yes, I've been thinking a lot about it 
lately."

"We're planning a baptism next Sabbath, 
you know. You could be one." "I'd like to. 
But you see, I have several problems. And I 
don't want to do this thing halfway."

"What problems, Bob? Maybe we can 
help."

"Well, for one thing, I just can't say that 
I believe in the writings of Mrs. White. I've 
read some things she wrote, and I think they
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are fine. But those visions she is supposed 
to have had. I grew up in a church where 
there were a lot of so-called visions. And I 
saw them exposed as well, not the real 
thing. I just don't go much for visions. But 
I know, to be a member of the church 
you're supposed to accept her writings as 
being inspired. So really, Elder Baxter, I 
don't think I'm ready."

That column—with a zero.
"Well, I'll tell you, Bob. The real truth is 

that I feel just about the way you do about 
Mrs. White. You've expressed my feelings 
really. But look, Bob. We want you in the 
church. We want you fust the way you are."

"But you see, Elder Baxter, I know you 
expect all your members to pay tithe. And 
that is what has really held me back. It isn't 
that I don't believe in it. I do. But right 
now I've been on unemployment for six 
months. And with the wife and two kids I 
just don't have that ten per cent. It's just 
not there."

That column—with a zero. That column 
that has to have something in it next month 
or else.

"Bob, believe me, whether you pay tithe 
or not is up to you. We want you just the 
way you are."



"Well, Elder Baxter, I know it sounds 
like a string of excuses. But I've tried again 
and again to quit smoking and I just can't 
make it. There's no use my trying any 
more."

"Bob, the problem is that you have prob 
ably never made that complete surrender of 
your life to Christ. Once you do that God 
may take the habit away at once. Why don't 
you make that surrender now? Don't put it 
off any longer. God will give you the vic 
tory, and we can go right ahead with the 
plans for the baptism."

"But, Elder Baxter, what if after I'm bap 
tized I fail and have to have a cigarette now 
and then until my habit is completely con 
quered, I would feel like such a hypocrite."

"As I've said before, Bob, you'll just have 
to trust the Lord to give you the victory. In 
the meantime, why not be baptized, for we 
want you just the way you are."

"Well, I don't know. But that brings up 
something else. You know Elder Brown, of 
course. He's a member of your church. 
Well, several times the past few years when 
Jim and I have been studying the Bible  
Jim's my brother-in-law, you know he's 
brought Elder Brown over a number of 
times to straighten me out. And Elder 
Brown and his wife were so kind to us when 
the kids were sick and all. And he's trying 
to find a job for me. I'd want Elder Brown 
to baptize me."

That column. The one seems to be slip 
ping back to a zero again.

"Well, of course I understand, Bob. And 
that would be so nice if it could be ar 
ranged. I know it has been done in the past. 
But you see, the church board just voted a 
policy that unless it's a relative, one of the 
regular pastoral staff must officiate. So I'll 
be the one, I guess. And that's great, Bob. 
I'm so glad you've made your decision. 
We'll look for you Sabbath."

That column. That figure one looks se 
cure now. And maybe he can bring it up to 
a five next month, if he gets a few more 
names like this.

But there's more to the story. Bob Ross 
isn't the kind to do things halfway. And 
Jim Haney is not about to have his brother- 
in-law, for whom he has worked and prayed 
so long, come into the church with a lot of 
unsettled problems that would leave him 
half in and half out.

So Jim takes a day off work to study with 
Bob the matter of the Spirit of Prophecy, 
which they have never really gone into in

detail. Bob accepts it wholeheartedly. He 
determines to pay tithe, come what may. He 
quits smoking for good. And Elder Brown, 
come Sabbath morning, baptizes him in 
spite of the hurriedly thought up "policy."

John Baxter is stuck with that zero.
One more thing. Since Bob's baptism 

wouldn't be going into that column, and 
since the half hour he spent with Bob had 
turned out to be a waste of time, John 
didn't bother to alert the deacons about the 
preparations. Jim Haney had to see to that 
himself.

That column. Of course John Baxter may 
be able to get some impressive figures into 
that column this next year if he can con 
vince enough people that "we want you just 
the way you are."

Fortunately, there aren't many of his 
kind around. But as long as there are any at 
all, is it any wonder that the back door of 
the church is kept in motion with people 
who come in just as they are and go out 
the same way?

Is Your Church Dying?

MANY of you have small churches in 
your districts. What is their spiritual 

condition?
" 'The small churches have been pre 

sented to me as so destitute of spiritual 
food that they are ready to die, and God 
says to you, "Be watchful, and strengthen 
the things which remain, that are ready to 
die; for I have not found thy works perfect 
before God." ' " Ellen G. White, quoted 
in A. G. DANIELLS, Christ Our Righteous 
ness, p. 93.

Small churches starving to death what 
a tragedy. Who is starving them? What 
sort of fare do you provide for those small 
churches under your care? Perhaps some 
of the large churches and middle-sized 
churches likewise are dying from starva 
tion. What spiritual condition is your 
church in?

" 'This I do know, that our churches are 
dying for the want of teaching on the sub 
ject of righteousness by faith in Christ, and 
on kindred truths.' " Ibid.

What are you doing to enrich the diet 
of your church? Is righteousness by faith 
found frequently on the menu?

ROBERT H. PIERSON 
President, General Conference
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»7Good 
  Reasons for

Belonging to the
Tape of the 
Month Club

1. It enables you to improve otherwise 
wasted minutes.

2. It provides valuable instruction for a 
more effective ministry.

3. You can listen again and again at your 
own convenience.

4. The devotional messages will feed and 
warm your own soul.

5. You will thrill to the challenges of our 
world leaders at Autumn and Spring 
Council sessions.

6. It will help you keep in step with the 
worldwide Seventh-day Adventist min 
istry.

7. The low, low, nonprofit cost is one that 
all can afford.

(See December issue of THE MINISTRY for price list.)

SSd-W.iV''?; "FraNfrW 
'S^'SZ^ki&gijj^itiiii^^
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FEED 
BACK

Tape-of-the-Month

DEAR EDITOR:
I am now in pastoral work and greatly appre 

ciate the monthly tapes. Dr. Heppenstall's mes 
sages were terrific; and to hear the stirring mes 
sages from the Ministerial Council and General 
Conference presented again so one can digest them
 this has been one of the rewarding experiences of 
my life during the recent months as I have trav 
eled in my ministerial work.

NORMAN L. Doss

Perfection

DEAR EDITOR:
I appreciated very much the supplement to THE 

MINISTRY of October, 1970, on perfection. It is evi 
dent that we are growing in an understanding of 
Christian perfection as set forth in the Bible and 
the Spirit of Prophecy.

In two of the papers presented, the subject of 
"original sin" is given some treatment. On page 7, 
under the subtitle "The Nature of Man Spiritually 
at Birth" there is an apparent contradiction. The 
author goes on to say that "she [Mrs. White] does 
not enunciate her teaching in terms of the extreme 
Augustinian doctrine of inherited guilt," and then 
immediately illustrates his point with two state 
ments from Mrs. White where she seems to say 
that man does inherit guilt from Adam.

"The sin of our first parents brought guilt and 
sorrow upon the world." Patriarchs and Proph 
ets, p. 61.

"As related to the first Adam, men receive from 
him nothing but guilt and the sentence of death."
 The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White 
Comments, on Rom. 5:12-19, p. 1074.

In the third paper, page 28, under the subtitle 
"How Does Mrs. White Explain the Problem of 
'Original Sin?" the author understands Mrs. White 
as saying that "we are born in a state of guilt in 
herited from Adam" and then as support quotes 
the second statement used by the first author:

"As related to the first Adam, men receive from 
him nothing but guilt and the sentence of death."
 Ibid.

When we conclude that "we are born in a state 
of guilt inherited from Adam," we are giving sup 
port to the Augustinian doctrine, which in the 
past has led to infant baptism.

It seems that the Bible does not go quite that 
far; for this reason the above-mentioned statements 
from Mrs. White have been puzzling (see Romans 
5:12, 15, 17-19).

Several passages from Mrs. White that have been 
a help in understanding her mention of "guilt" 
are the following:

"As a rule, children inherit the dispositions and 
tendencies of their parents, and imitate their exam 
ple; so that the sins of the parents are practiced 
by the children from generation to generation."  
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 118.

"The children were not condemned for the sins 
of the parents; but when, with a knowledge of all 
the light given to their parents, the children re 
jected the additional light granted to themselves, 
they became partakers of the parents' sins, and 
filled up the measure of their iniquity." The 
Great Controversy, p. 28.

"It is inevitable that children should suffer from 
the consequences of parental wrongdoing, but they 
are not punished for the parents' guilt, except as 
they participate in their sins. It is usually the case, 
however, that children walk in the steps of their 
parents. By inheritance and example the sons be 
come partakers of the father's sin." Patriarchs 
and Prophets, p. 306.

Thus, it is clear that men do not receive guilt 
from Adam or from their parents until they partici 
pate in their sins.

Upon careful study of Mrs. White's writings we 
will find that she speaks of "hereditary tendencies" 
alone less frequently than "hereditary and culti 
vated tendencies" together.

"Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to 
overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies 
to evil and to impress His own character on His 
church." My Life Today, p. 46.

"Whatever may be our inherited or cultivated 
tendencies to wrong, we can overcome through the 
power that He is ready to impart." The Ministry 
of Healing, p. 176.

BRUNO STEINWEG

Philadelphia "Synagogue Corps" 
to Protect Worshipers, Temples

A "synagogue corps" to protect worshipers and 
sacred property on the Sabbath is being organized 
in Philadelphia by the local chapter of the Jewish 
War Veterans. David H. Josephs, commander of the 
Philadelphia County Council, stressed that the 
corps was not a vigilante or armed group, and it is 
not connected with the Jewish Defense League. 
He said the veterans were simply planning to assign 
younger members to attend services and patrol high- 
crime areas in radio-equipped cars to enable Jews  
especially the elderly to attend services in safety.

R. N. s.
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PTALK

EXCHANGE OF IDEAS EXCH)

Shop Talk is for the sharing of ideas for a more effective 
ministry. Please make contributions or queries brief— 
but do make them. Materials printed privately or offered 
through personal addresses are not endorsed by the 
church.

With this latter series of slides you can make 
the program even more pertinent to your church 
by owning your own set of slides and script. Here 
is how: Have a photo fan in your church with a 
35 mm. camera go through the slides provided and 
shoot matching pictures in your church. Shoot them 
just as he finds conditions, without sprucing up 
before shooting. Then slip the slides in immedi 
ately after each matching slide in the series pro 
vided. Show the complete set all at the same tune, 
explaining that the second slide in each case is 
one taken hi your church to show existing condi 
tions.

After the slides have been shown, the church 
board may wish to discuss how they can make 
their church more beautiful, more ready for 
company. Cost of "The Church Beautiful" is 
$8.95, including 39 color slides and script. You may 
order today from your conference public relations 
secretary.

TWO NEW PROGRAMS TO HELP 
MAKE READY FOR COMPANY

Two new slide programs have been prepared, 
designed to help our churches make sure they are 
ready for company during the great evangelistic 
thrust of 1971 and 1972. These involve the appear 
ance and friendliness of the churches.

There are many faces to friendliness. Our 
churches may think they are friendly and are 
doing everything they can to make guests feel 
welcome. However, there are always ways to im 
prove that friendliness, and perhaps some of these 
will be brought to light hi the new slide series "A 
Friendly Church."

Little things can make a tremendous difference 
to a visitor whose senses of perception are all 
finely tuned. In a strange place people are highly 
sensitive to everything around them, even the di 
rection people's eyes take when they come into the 
church or are seated. "A Friendly Church" brings 
out all these fine points. And it does more. It 
reaches out miles away from the church, right to 
the front door of newcomers to the church com 
munity.

All these helpful suggestions are presented in 
delightfully bright cartoon style, designed to hold 
the attention. The 49 slides, complete with script, 
may be ordered from your conference PR secretary 
for $13.95 a set, or if your church is small, you can 
ask him if you can schedule a showing at your 
church using one of the conference's sets of the 
slides.

The other slide program, "The Church Beauti 
ful," consists of 39 color slides showing the many 
factors that must be taken into account if your 
church is to fit the description of "The Church 
Beautiful." The slides are actual photographs taken 
of churches that "weren't looking." This program 
is designed to be shown at board meetings. It 
could, however, be shown to the entire membership.
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ANSWERS TO DIFFICULT 
BIBLE TEXTS

If you have never been asked questions relating 
to certain Bible texts that you found difficult to 
answer, then you need not take tune to read 
further. But if you, like most of us, are occasionally 
"stumped" by one of these "difficult" texts, then 
you will find this booklet a very real help.

In this seventy-two-page booklet, Joe Crews has 
brought together the answers to these difficult 
texts beginning with Genesis and going on 
through the Bible to Revelation with helpful 
comments on all the "difficult" verses so common 
to us all along with many not so common.

Every soul winner and this should include 
every member of the church will find many oc 
casions to cite this handy reference manual.

Order from Joe Crews, Amazing Facts, Box 803, 
Columbia, Maryland 21043. 75 cents each; 60 cents 
in quantities of ten or more.

PREPARATION FOR THE LATTER 
RAIN

The greatest need of the church today is for 
latter rain power for the finishing of the work. 
The necessary preparation for this experience is 
clearly presented hi simple, practical counsel in the 
Spirit of Prophecy, but few take tune to study it or 
understand what is involved.

In this 32-page booklet Preparation for the Latter 
Rain, Elder B. E. Wagner, formerly of the Gen 
eral Conference Publishing Department, has 
brought together many of the most important state 
ments on the subject. He has chosen them well and 
has organized them in a way to be clearly under 
stood.

This material was first presented in a series of 
prayer meeting studies in the Loma Linda Uni-



versity church. General interest led to its publica 
tion. Since then many pastors have used it as a 
basis for studies with their people. Students at 
Andrews University and other colleges are also 
using it in connection with the campus revivals. 
Its influence has gone overseas to the extent that 
it is now being printed in fifteen languages in six 
divisions.

The circulation and use of this material has the 
hearty endorsement and encouragement of such 
leaders as Paul C. Heubach, former pastor of the 
Loma Linda University church; Neal C. Wilson; 
H. M. S. Richards, Sr.; J. L. Shuler; and R. Allan 
Anderson.

English copies will be sent postpaid anywhere 
in the world, 8 copies for $1.00. 100 or more copies 
at 12 cents each. Since this is a nonprofit project, 
please enclose money with order. Order direct 
from:

B. E. Wagner
24978 Lawton Avenue
Loma Linda, California 92354

SAMPLE COPIES AVAILABLE

free sample copies of the year-old health news 
letter, The Health Evangelist, are available from 
its publishers on request. Some pastors request it 
for all of their members.

This six-page periodical for Seventh-day Advent- 
ist readers appears at least six times yearly and 
features some of the very latest news in the field 
of health; editorially correlated, insofar as pos 
sible, with the writings of Ellen G. White.

The subscription price is $2 per calendar year, 
The paper is edited by Lloyd Rosenvold, M.D., 
and is published by Hope Publications, P.O. Box 
330, Hope, Idaho 83836. This firm is an independ 
ent, SDA, lay-owned firm.

BOOKS

John Harvey Kellogg, MJ)., Richard Schwarz, 
Southern Publishing Association, Nashville, Ten 
nessee, 1970, 245 pages, $5.95.

Dr. John Harvey Kellogg was a genius. Seventh- 
day Adventists knew this. His associates in medical 
practice and the business world knew this. John 
Harvey knew it too. Perhaps no one connected with 
Seventh-day Adventist history, aside from Ellen G. 
White, influenced as many people within and with 
out the church as did the doctor.

Richard Schwarz in his 245-page book has made 
a real contribution to the knowledge of Seventh-day 
Adventists in the history of the medical work of the 
church. There are certain phases of this history 
that can only be fully understood as one has a de 
tailed knowledge of the activities of Dr. Kellogg and 
the work he accomplished.

Schwarz had rich sources from, which to work. 
Residing in Michigan where the doctor lived and 
labored, the author was able to tap not only the 
historical records found in various archives but also 
to draw from those who were personally acquainted 
with Kellogg. This is something that could be much 
more easily done ten years ago than it could be now. 
He was also granted access to the very voluminous 
correspondence between John Harvey Kellogg and 
Ellen G. White.

Kellogg is a controversial figure in Seventh-day 
Adventist history. A man of dedication and of tire 
less energy he was early indelibly influenced by the 
writings of Ellen G. White on the subject of health. 
As a lad of twelve years he set the type for some of 
the first of these writings at the Review and Herald 
office. To these health principles he was ever true, 
and through an active life of nearly 80 years he was 
ever exploring the latest developments of the medi 
cal world which in his earlier years he unabashedly 
assessed in the light of the principles early incul 
cated in his heart through the Ellen G. White 
health counsels.

Kellogg, however, was not so true to the religious 
principles in which he was nurtured as a child and 
as an earnest Seventh-day Adventist youth. In mid-
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life he espoused theological views that made ship 
wreck of his faith and from a human viewpoint 
could easily have wrecked the denomination. At 
about the same time there also developed in his 
heart concepts of the medical work in its relation 
ship to the works of the church which placed it in 
disproportionate position. These factors led to a 
split and final break with the church in 1907. What 
was health reform up to that time motivated by 
deep religious conviction was to Dr. Kellogg after 
this time, biologic living.

The doctor, alert to the vital place of good nutri 
tion, and following the vegetarian dietary program 
to which the church was led in the Spirit of Proph 
ecy counsels, pioneered the cereal food and vegetable 
protein developments in the United States. Battle 
Creek was to move on to be the cereal food capital 
of the world. From the development of peanut but 
ter and corn flakes to the more sophisticated meat 
substitutes, Dr. Kellogg was to influence the eating 
habits of millions in the nation and the world over. 
Dr. Kellogg also ever worked for the upgrading of 
medical practice and established the pattern and 
the standards of Seventh-day Adventist medical in 
stitutions generally. In this, too, his contribution 
was large.

But his pantheistic views, which Ellen White de 
clared would do away with God, and the manner 
in which these were propagated developed a crisis 
which all should understand. Schwarz's book, John 
Harvey Kellogg, M.D., can well be read in conjunc 
tion with the Story of Our Health Message, by Dores 
E, Robinson, Southern Publishing Association. This 
gives the larger historical denominational setting for 
the work of Dr. Kellogg and his defection. It can 
well be read in connection with Testimonies for the 
Church, volume 8, published in 1904, with its sec 
tions three, four, and five devoted to the pantheistic 
crisis and leadership issues.

It is sometimes suggested that the split between 
Dr. Kellogg and the church could be attributed to 
a personality clash between the doctor and A. G. 
Daniells, president of the General Conference. With 
the curtain drawn back the candid reader readily 
detects the superficiality of this conclusion. The 
issues involved loyalty to God and the Spirit of 
Prophecy messages given by God to save the man, 
his close associates, and a heaven-ordained work 
being shorn of its distinctive soul-winning charac 
teristics.

The strength of the Schwarz book lies in its very 
interesting presentation of the life of a man who 
should be better understood and known by Seventh- 
day Adventists in the 1970's and by the accuracy 
of the Schwarz presentation. Read as a historical 
work, one will detect that the John Harvey Kellogg 
sources contributed heavily to the narrative. The 
student will experience a little disappointment in 
the absence of well-defined chronological sequence. 
It is not always possible to distinguish the dedicated 
Adventist John Harvey Kellogg of the 1870's and 
1880's, from the John Harvey Kellogg of the twen 
tieth century, the proponent of nondenominational 
Christian uplift work and biologic living. The pres-
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ent format is understood in the light of the author's 
explanation that the work was prepared originally 
as a university dissertation and in so doing he dealt 
with certain factors in the development of interests 
and issues without the meticulous chronological 
relationships. And second, this was not written as a 
history for Seventh-day Adventist reading and so 
did not enter into all the close interrelationships of 
large interest to the Seventh-day Adventist reader.

Nonetheless, every minister should have and read 
John Harvey Kellogg, MJD. The volume documents 
a very important segment of Seventh-day Adventist 
history not found elsewhere. The church is indebted 
to Dr. Schwarz for making this contribution to eras 
in the work of the church that can only be fully and 
properly understood in the light of the historical 
setting.

William C. White, playmate and boyhood com 
panion of John Harvey and fellow worker in the 
cause of the church for many years, occasionally 
likened the doctor's intellect and powers to those 
of Nebuchadnezzar and Paul. What might have been 
accomplished through him and our first medical in 
stitution had the doctor ever remained true to the 
message of the church!

ARTHUR L. WHITE

Getting Acquainted With God, Otto H. Christensen, 
Review and Herald Publishing Association, 
Washington, B.C., 1970, 130 pages, $1.95.

The need to know about God is the essential sub 
stance of this book. It is a theological work rather 
than a devotional book, and it fills what the Semi 
nary might have overlooked in bringing together a 
treatise on the doctrine of God. It has been sur 
prising to note the number of theologians who have 
taken seriously the radical "God is dead" views pro 
moted in recent times by men who seemed uncom 
mitted to a belief in the Eternal.

With the tendency in the theological world to 
break away from everything traditional, it is more 
essential than ever that one who preaches the Word 
be straight in his thinking about the One in whom 
he believes. To drift along nervously, anxiously, 
somewhat confusedly, without being concerned over 
what the Bible teaches about God can be an im 
mense tragedy for the preacher.

Dr. Christensen has brought to the fore some 
essential questions and has examined some of the 
prevailing conceptions of God and has set these over 
against the teaching of the Bible. Without dredging 
the bottom of these heavy theological works, the 
minister can realize from this survey the essentials 
of modernist belief about God and at the same time 
equip himself with some answers from the Source 
of our wisdom. To know Him and His Son Jesus 
Christ in the personal sense is to consult, not the 
philosophers, but prayerfully and devoutly the Book 
He has given. Louis B. REYNOLDS



NEWS BRIEFS

[Unless otherwise credited, the following news items are 
taken from Religious News Service.]

An Engineer's Bible Analysis 
Predicts "Cataclysm" in 1986

Kenneth E. Aune and three friends have invested 
$200,000 in the belief that the end of the age is 
approaching. That's the amount it cost them to pub 
lish and promote a book God, History and the End 
of the World that Mr. Aune has written. A Honey- 
well engineer and Bible student, Mr. Aune has 
analyzed Bible prophecies and come up with dates 
as to when significant events of the final age will 
take place. The "cataclysm" prophecies in the Bible, 
he says, will come when Halley's Comet strikes the 
earth, killing more than a billion people in October, 
1986. This will be followed by famine, disease and 
pestilence, and the greatest war in history. In 
March, 1990, will come the battle of Jerusalem, the 
return of Jesus Christ, and the battle of Arma 
geddon. The millennium will begin in May, 1990. 
The final age, according to Mr. Aune, was ushered 
in during 1945 with the formation of the United 
Nations. The U.N., according to his analysis, is the 
"beast" described in Revelation. One clue to this 
was his notation that there are 111 articles in the 
U.N. Charter the same as the number of the 
"beast" which he calculated by dividing the number 
666 mentioned in Revelation by 6, the numeral 
traditionally acknowledged as the number of man.

Major Crimes in U.S. Rose by 11 Per Cent 
During 1970, FBI Report Reveals

Reported crime in the U.S. during 1970 increased 
11 per cent over 1969, according to Crime Index 
data of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The 
FBI's preliminary annual report on last year's crime 
trends shows a 12 per cent increase in violent crimes 
as a group (murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, 
rape, assault, and robbery). While serious crimes in 
all categories except rape continue to grow faster 
than the nation's population, the 1970 report indi 
cates that the rate of increase is declining somewhat. 
The FBI reported a 12 per cent increase for 1969 
and 17 per cent for 1968, compared with the over-all 
increase of 11 per cent for 1970.

Catholic Journal Hails Mormon Growth, 
Cites Church's Stress on Family Life

Respect for the sanctity of family life is the key 
to the tremendous growth and success of the Mor 
mon Church, a Mormon bishop and father of eight 
told a Catholic publication here. A glowing tribute 
to the Mormon way of life was carried in the May 
23 issue of Twin Circle—the National Catholic Press. 
It includes an interview with Dr. Kay Clifford, a 
San Marino, California, dentist, bishop of the East 
Arcadia Ward. "Amid today's frequent flux and 
sometimes downright disintegration of religious 
values," Twin Circle said, "the tremendous growth 
of the Mormon Church which has doubled its 
membership in the past ten years and now numbers 
3 million is an impressive phenomenon." The 
newspaper noted that the growth is more remark 
able because of the strict requirements of the Mor 
mon faith "Mormons abstain from alcohol and 
stimulants such as tea, coffee, and tobacco; contrib 
ute 10 per cent of their income to the church; and 
finance their youth through two years of voluntary 
missionary activity." Dr. Clifford told Twin Circle 
that the reason for the growth of the Mormon 
Church, the relative stability of the membership, 
and the dedication of the youth is "the great em 
phasis our church places on the dignity and sanc 
tity of family life." To help enrich family life, 
the Mormon Church has established Monday eve 
ning throughout the world as "family night." A 56- 
lesson book embracing such topics as courtesy, 
communication, the sacraments, the life of Christ 
 serves as a study guide for the father, who is 
discussion leader.

Church Solves a Security Problem 
With Bulletproof "Bank" Window

A tinted, bulletproof window equipped with a 
pull-back drawer and two-way microphone and 
speaker system has been installed at St. Luke's 
Lutheran church in Reading, Pennsylvania. Dr. Sam 
uel C. Jaxheimer, pastor of the Lutheran Church 
in America congregation, explained that the inno 
vation was designed both as a convenience and as a 
means of solving a disturbing security problem. The 
automated window which costs about $3,800 new  
was donated by a branch of the American Bank 
which was remodeling its drive-in section. Dr. Jax 
heimer explained that St. Luke's noon to 5:00 P.M. 
"open door" policy provided too easy access for 
intruders and placed the secretary, Mrs. George 
Taylor, in possible jeopardy. Locked doors required 
her to walk from the office to the back door and 
tended to interfere with office routine.

Bible Society Issues New 
Translation of Psalms

A new translation of the book of Psalms has been 
released in New York by the American Bible So 
ciety. The book is the first of the Old Testament

THE MINISTRY [385] 73



BAPTISTRIES -SPIRES
• Unit-Molded 

Fiberglass
• Accessories

Box 672 Dept. J5, Muscatine, Iowa

books to appear in the new version. The Psalms for 
Modern Man, a new translation of the book of 
Biblical hymns, joins Good News for Modern Man, 
the New Testament in Today's English Version, 
which the ABS published in 1966. Guidelines given 
to the translators, who used the authoritative 
Hebrew text, Biblica Hebraica, stated that the new 
version of the Psalms was to be "in that form of 
literary English which is common to all those who 
speak the language, whether of a high or low level 
of education and whether native or non-native 
speakers." The vocabulary of the version was to be 
kept "within the range accessible to readers of lim 
ited experience." The book will sell for 10 cents. 
Another edition is planned, incorporating both Good 
News for Modern Man, and Psalms for Modern 
Man. The larger volume will cost 50 cents.

Catholic Schools: 400 Closed in Year, 
Elementary Enrollment Down 6.9 Per Cent

A research study of U.S. Catholic education re 
leased in New York revealed that in the past year 
some 400 Catholic schools have closed, causing a 
3.4 per cent decline at the elementary level and a 
4.3 per cent drop in the number of high schools. 
Published in a special education issue (April 9) of 
America, the Jesuit weekly review, the study noted 
that school enrollment continued to decrease at the 
rate of 6.9 per cent in grade schools and 4 per cent 
in secondary education. If this year's trend contin 
ues, the study reported, Catholic elementary school 
enrollment will move from 3,560,000 in 1970 to 
2,350,000 in 1975.

ARROW
DECTOLENE AND

PERMA IRON
(COLORED)

SHIRTS

Pointed, Permanently Fused Collars

WRITE:
Ontario-Quebec Book and Bible House 
Box 520 Oshawa, Ontario

Society's Data Shows a Major 
Increase in Reading of Bible

The American Bible Society has sold or given 
away nearly 2 million copies of its 1971 Daily Bible 
Reading plan more than twice the number sup 
plied in the previous year. And a subsidized offer of 
a Bible for $1 which was nationally advertised has 
resulted in requests for more than 17,000 Bibles, the 
Society said. Miss Clarice Franklin, editor of Bible 
reading materials, said response to the radio an 
nouncements and newspaper and magazine ads rose 
as high as 1,500 orders in a single day.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, appear 

ing under this heading, $4.50 for first 40 words or 
less, 5 cents each additional word, including initials 
and address, per insertion. Cash required with order. 
Address The Ministry, 6840 Eastern Avenue NW., 
Washington, D.C. 20012, U.S.A.

LET US DEMONSTRATE the superiority of our 
church furniture. We will bring or send samples for 
your consideration. Quality pew cushions, chancel furni 
ture, upholstered pews, and superior carpet at unusually 
reasonable prices. Your Adventist church furniture 
company. Bascom's Church Furniture, Box 585, Keene, 
Texas 76059. Phone: (817) 645-9611.

BY GEORGE MCCREADY PRICE: Report on Evolu 
tion, $2.50; Problems and Methods in Geology, $1.00. 
Order from: Christian Evidence League, Box 173-TM, 
Malverne, New York 11565.

PERMANENT - PRESSED BAPTISMAL ROBES — 
weighted, zippered. Six sizes available; ministers' robes 
made to order. Very reasonably priced. For details 
write: ROBES, Box 2G,,Port Republic, Maryland 20676.

CATALOG of used religious and theological books 
free upon request. Pastors' libraries purchased. Write 
Kregel's Bookstore, P.O. Box 2607, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 49501.

MEMORY FAILING? Develop an outstanding mem 
ory. Scientific Memory Training Course. Age no barrier. 
Also Instant Speed Reading Course. Easy, scientific, 
natural method. Really works! Special, $20 each. Money 
back guarantee. $10 down, $5 per month. Free informa 
tion. Magic Memory Course, Box 1011, Helena, Mon 
tana 59601.

PERMANENTLY-PRESSED CHOIR and JUNIOR 
CHOIR ROBES. Over thirty colors to choose from. 
Variety of sizes. Inexpensively priced. For details write: 
ROBES, Box 2G, Port Republic, Maryland 20676.

ILLUSTRATED EVANGELISTIC SERMONS: over 
4,000 beautiful, colored, original slides, 15 cents and 
up. Also filmstrips. Send for brochures. Global Church 
Films Inc., Box 8003, Riverside, California 92505.
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LOOKING FOR GEMS??
SEARCHING FOR SOULS!! 

Gems Are Valuable

1971 LAYMAN'S YEAR
Handbooks of Service for 
Person-to-Person EVANGELISM

Offer Good July 1
Thru
December 31, 1971
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, paper 
Reg. $2.25 
SPECIAL $1.75 
STUDY GUIDE $ .45
Order from your Book and Bible House. For postage and handling 
please add 25c for the first book and lOc for each additional book. 
Add sales tax where necessary.

THE SOULYOU SAVE MAY BE YOUR OWN



INTERS

SPIRITUAL I RECENTLY read in a news
PERFECTIONIST magazine the story of an

actor who is a perfectionist.
In one movie he played the part of an American 
army general, and the devotion he exhibited to his 
job as an actor should inspire us as ministers to be 
more devoted to our high calling.

In order to play his part as perfectly as possible 
he borrowed old newsreels of the army general and 
watched them so often that they were completely 
worn out when they were finally returned. He also 
read thirteen biographies of the general, each one 
several times. He spared no pains to imitate the 
physical qualities of the man whom he portrayed. 
In the interview he confessed that once he begins 
to play a certain part the character he portrays is 
never off his mind.

I wonder what would happen if we as ministers 
were as thoroughly dedicated to the task of portray 
ing Jesus Christ to the world in our own lives as this 
actor was in portraying the life of a sinner? We 
too ought to be able to say that since we started in 
the ministry and in the grand work of preaching 
Christ, His character and His life can never get off 
our minds! .!  R - s -

POWER OF
POSITIVE PREACHING

of the coming of the Lord. And further, the knowl 
edge that something can be done about things as 
they now are is helpful. "There shall be wars," but 
"blessed are the peacemakers." "There will be 
famine" but "give ye them to eat." "There will 
be hopelessness," but "strengthen the feeble knees." 
There is joy in this, and hope in the coming of 
the Lord!

And as to sin, it must be condemned. But not 
the sinner. "Neither do I condemn thee," were 
the words of Jesus. He condemned her sin, but 
gave her hope. "Sin no more," He said. There is 
a balm in Gilead, there is a Physician there. The 
world needs a revelation, not so much of how it 
got like it is, but how to change and stay so. One 
should not discuss the sinfulness of sin without 
depicting the adequacy of grace! E. E. c.

LIVING!

A pang of pain had pierced my heart.
"They say He's dead?" I asked dismayed. 

The sad reply came pensively,
"He's gone forever, I'm afraid."

"But that can't be! My Friend's not gone.
I see Him daily, everywhere. 

Above, below, on land and sea,
His handiwork displays His care.

"I hear Him. speaking through His Word;
I feel His Spirit deep within. 

No matter what the world may say,
I'll always strive to commune with Him."

ALFRED S. SCHONE 
Student, Andrews University

THERE is "power in 
positive preaching." I 
do not here use the 

word positive to mean emphatic, assertive, or in 
any sense dogmatic. It is rather intended to denote 
optimism, encouragement, and is reflective of a 
basically optimistic outlook. Is not the gospel good 
News? Why then is it so often delivered with pessi 
mistic overtones?

For instance, a sermon on the signs of the times 
can be positively depressing. Preaching is not in 
tended to produce hopelessness, frustration, and 
depression. Nor is it to contribute to inertia based 
on emphasized impossibility. We may indeed thun 
der against sin in a way that will discourage the 
saints. Preaching may involve denunciation, but it 
is infinitely more. Enlightenment may be a shatter 
ing experience. A man may lose his job for keeping 
the Sabbath. A couple may have to readjust because 
they are not properly married. When we have 
"driven home" the question of responsibility, is 
there no further "word from the Lord"?

Indeed there is! The "signs of the times" are 
ominous. But they are tempered in the good news
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