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HOCKING!” said my secre-
tary. “Striking!” added our
copy editor. I had just shown
them the photograph that pro-
vides our cover picture for this
issue, and, of course, since pic-
tures speak to each of us in
different ways, both exclama-
tions were correct.

To me those hands represented all men
who long for deliverance—{rom imprison-
ment, persecution, enslavement, anxiety,
bitterness, disappointment, habits, sorrow,
poverty, hunger, unhappiness; and above
all, from conscious guilt and sin. Some-
where in this picture stand you and 1, for
all finite men are prisoners in some sense.

We do not know the extent of human
longing for something higher and better.

“How long, O Lord” is the cry of untold.

millions since the world began. It is the cry
of countless multitudes today. In fact, the
story of human frustration, inhibition, and
suffering is so colossal that we could know
no happiness at all if we did not at times
forget it.

Temporary forgetfulness may become
habitual indifference to the world’s suffer-
ing; and in the Christian, that is base be-
trayal: “In slighting the claims of the poor,
the suffering, and the sinful, we are proving
ourselves traitors to Christ.”—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, p. 137.

One ol the most appalling pictures to a
sensitive Christian is that in a world like
ours, more than half of its inhabitants go
to sleep hungry every night. If you've never
seen starving people, this paragraph will
not shock you; but if vou have seen mal-
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nutrition and starvation on a large scale, it
will haunt you.
I listen to the agony of God—

I who am fed,

Who never vet went hungry for a day.

{ see the dead—

The children starved for lack of

bread—
I see, and trv to prav.
—GEORGIA HARKNESS

I was once in a wartime prison camp, and
I studied the faces of hundreds of men day
after day. They were living on low rations,
but they were not starving men—just
lonely, apprehensive, shut away from home
and loved ones, and their future was hid-
den by a huge, dark interrogation mark.
Every time a squadron of war planes passed
overhead, they looked up; then they fell
into chilly silence, hoping that their homes
were safe, that their loved ones would live
to see tOmorrow.

Every minister visits hospitals. Every mis-
sionary comes in contact with sickness and
suffering. Among the gravely ill—high,
low, rich, poor—as their lack-luster eves so
often show, there are imprisoned men and
women, some hoping desperately for the
recovery that would spell relief, others hop-
ing for the death that would spell release.

Countless human beings will lie down
on mother earth tonight, homeless, stateless,
hopeless—refugees, dispossessed through
no fault of their own. Some may be prison-
ers in hope; many, alas, prisoners of hate.

1 listen to the agony of God—
I who am warm,
Who never vet have lacked a shelter-
ing home.
In dull alarm
The dispossessed of hut and farm,
Aimless and “transient” roam.

The worst picture of all is that of the
vast army of men whose souls are bound in
sin. The greatest prophetic hope ever set
before men is contained in these words of
the Holy Spirit: “The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me; because the Lord hath
anointed me . . . to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound” (Isa. 61:1). When
our Lord claimed this prophecy as the seal
of God upon His own work, He read before
all the people: “He hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Christ
preached victory over evil, from which
every form of captivity springs.

(Continued on page 44)
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NEW note is being

sounded in international
circles—the note of religious
liberty. Leaders in many coun-
tries are today emphasizing
the need for tolerance and un-
derstanding. This is both sig-
nificant and heartening. The
fact that religious liberty is even on the
agenda of the historic Vatican Council is as
impressive as it is significant. This is no
sudden development, however. For years
there has been a growing conviction on the
part of certain Roman Catholic authorities
that there needs to be much more under-
standing between Christian groups in gen-
eral. A few quotations from Roman Cath-
olic authorities will make this clear.

More than a decade ago Robert Rou-
quette, S.J., declared:

It should be the strict duty of the Christian state
to ensure effective freedom of conscience, of propa-
ganda, of worship and of feaching to all the ide-
alogical groups which do not constitute a danger
to the general welfare of the state, in accordance
with the requirements of natural law and natural
ethics. —“Le probléme du pluralisme religieux,” in
L’Eglise et la liberté (Paris: Flore, 1952), p. 222,

And the same principle was emphasized
by another French author. In the same year
(1952) he maintained that:

Religious freedom, if it is to be effective, should
be included in the constitution of states and con-
firmed by legal statute. . . . Even supposing the
faith (the Catholic faith) were to know again a time
of triumph, religious freedom would nevertheless
continue to be a sacred duty.—Liberté de la foi et
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tolérance civile,” in Tolérance et communauté hu-
maine (Tournai-Paris, 1952), pp. 146, 147.

Theologians on all levels and among
many different groups in France are ex-
pressing similar convictions. Ambassador
Wladimir d’Ormesson, who not only knows
the Vatican, but was a personal friend of
Pope John XXIII, was the one who defi-
nitely urged that this subject be brought
before the Vatican Council. The way he
sets forth his reasons is impressive. Refer-
ring to the many letters he receives from
Protestants, he says:

You protest rightly against the infringements of
religious freedom which cause your co-religionists
behind the iron curtain to suffer, but why do you
say nothing about the sufferings of our Protestant
brothers in some countries, which are not under
Communist rule?

These reproaches ave right. We claim liberty for
our faith. We claim it in every place and for every-
body. We wanted it for the Jews when they were so
abominably persecuted by the Nazs. We want it
now for our Protestant brothers and for our Ortho-
dox brothers, wherever such liberty is infringed,
compromised or menaced. On this level also, an
Ecumenical Council may bring some benefit to our
civilization by observing this rule of “Christian
charity” which includes heaven and earth—Le
Figaro, January 29, 1959.

What changes may come if this is fully
discussed is difficult to say, but we could
hope that it would spark a new spirit of
tolerance and mutual understanding which
in turn would result in the granting of lib-
erty for the proclamation of the gospel in
areas where today this is practically impos-
sible. While we recognize the possibility
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that this great Ecumenical Council at Rome
could lead to the establishment of world
religion, thus fulfilling the prophecy of
Revelation 13, yet it may also be used of the
Lord to bring about conditions that would
greatly aid in the proclamation of the ever-
lasting gospel to all the world. Before God’s
last message can accomplish its final work
there will need to be some changes in cer-
tain countries where established religion
is in power. Carlos Santamaria, voicing the
situation in his own group, says:

The Catholic Church does not speak the same
language everywhere. Its attitude is not the same in
France or in Poland as it is in Spain or in Italy.
In one country it claims freedom of religion and
human rights in general; in another it loudly pro-
claims its traditional thesis and emphasizes the
classic concept of the Christian Society. . . . The
Catholic Church does not like liberty of religion;
it tolerates it against its own will. It crouches in
wait for an opportunity to resume its traditional
habits, its customary intolerance. . . .

We must recognize that there is some truth in
these objections. They are very disturbing to us,
Catholics.—“L’Eglise et les libertés dans l'histoire,”
in L’Eglise et la liberté, Semaine des intellectuels
catholiques (Paris: Flore, 1952), p. 225.

With such questions as these disturbing

clear-thinking Catholics it is little wonder
there is division in the church. Roman
Catholic theologians are naturally unhappy
over this situation. John C. Bennett re-
cently declared that:
“. . . the Catholic Church is divided from top to
bottom in this country and abroad on matters of
principle in regard to religious liberty.”—Christian
and the State (New York: Chas. Scribner’s Sons,
1958).

The need for unity on this as on other
vital questions was one of the main reasons
for the Council. The late Pope John's Eas-
ter Encyclical gave evidence of real concern.
While intolerance is usually seen as a mis-
shapen monster, history reveals that it can
also wear ecclesjastical robes. Could it be
that the threat of the loss of liberty is in-
fluencing Roman Catholic leaders to join
with Protestantism in defending the rights
of the individual, especially in the areas of
religious liberty?

These comments appearing in a recent
article, Roman Catholictsm and Religious
Liberty, published by the World Council
of Churches in Geneva, make the situation
abundantly clear. It reads:

Today the international dimension of the world
persuades Roman Catholics to be tolerant and to
demand religious liberty for everybody and every-
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where, Even Pope Pius XII made direct reference
to the reasons which must lead a Catholic statesman
to join the legal organization of a community of
nations whose constitution includes religious lib-
erty of all religions bodies. It is not any more (as the
“thesis” of the Catholic state seemed to represent)
a question of the welfaxe of a closed state. The Pope
bases his remarks on the fact that the relations be-
tween the nations are growing closer and deeper
and that this process of extension is driven onward
by an imminent international development. Now,
it is evident that no international community will
be possible without international civil respect for
religious Jiberty.

Intolerance is an ugly word these days.
And as evangelists and teachers who should
“keep abreast of the times,” we must not
fail to discern the significance of such im-
portant events as are transpiring in our
world. These demand clear thinking and
spiritual discernment, for the whole future
of God’s work is affected by what we are
seeing today.

Tolerance on the part of Christians of all
persuasions could well be an important
step in the development of world peace.
But the Word of God reveals very clearly
that despite the popular emphasis on lib-
erty, events too big for men to handle will
ultimately lead into intolerance and op-
pression, when peoples of all nations will
be coerced into a so-called “brotherhood”
only to discover that at last a worldwide
enforcement of religious dogma will result.

High-sounding, lofty sentiments are not
enough. Only the truth as it is in Jesus can
really set men free. And that truth will be
proclaimed to all the world with or without
permission, and in spite of coercion.

“Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his garments” is the message of Christ to
His faithful church. Only those who watch
and pray and are clothed in the righteous-
ness of Christ will triumph in this great
hour, R, A. A,

Thou Art Coming to a King

Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring
For His grace and power are such
None can ever ask too much.
—JOHN NEWTON in
The Treasury of Religious Verse
(Fleming H. Revell Company)
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GENERAL ARTICLES

@rganization and @iscip/ine

o/p t/ze

Hind

R. E. FINNEY, ]R.

President, Wisconsin Conference

IF YOU feel as 1 do about
certain things, you may
want to get rid of your tele-
vision set and cancel your sub-
scription to the daily news-
paper. If you are really serious
about your mental develop-
ment, you may actually have
to do this. I might say here that 1 have
never owned a television set and it has
been more than thirteen years since I took
a daily newspaper. This is a matter of per-
sonal choice with me; what you do is not
something that I am responsible for.

If you have complete control over these
things, so far as the use or waste of time is
concerned, then you are on safe ground in
having them. They certainly are not neces-
sities. Anyone who has a radio on which
he can get a good newscast, and who takes
a weekly news magazine and reads it in-
telligently, will be as well informed as he
needs to be about current news. He can
listen to the newscasts while he is driving
his car or eating his breakfast, and he can
read the news magazine in one tenth the
time he would probably spend on the news-
paper. In addition, he will not be clutter-
ing up his mind with a myriad of non-
essentials.

Many people confuse the gathering of
information with thinking. This is a com-
plete fallacy, as is demonstrated by many
people who know all the local gossip and
never give birth to an original thought.

Organization and dlsmphne demand
method and yield efficiency.

There are some young men and women who have
no method in doing their work. Though they are
always busy, they can present but little results.
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An address to a group of
workers, in which some definite
personal convictions are expressed
about TV, newspapers and other
reading material, the organization
of the daily program, et cetera.
Some practical suggestions for a
reading program conclude this
challenging presentation.

They have erroneous ideas of work, and think
that they are working hard, when if thev had
practiced method in their work, and applied them-
selves intelligently to what they had to do, they
would have accomplished much more in a shorter
time. By dallying over the less important matiers,
they find themselves hurried, perplexed, and comn-
fused when they are called upon to do those duties
that are more essential.—Evangelism, p. 649.

Anyone who has watched a person who
accomplishes a great deal will find that he
has method in his work. His method may
not be the same as the one vou will want
to follow, but he will have a method. Some
like to rise early and do a great deal of their
work early in the day. Others prefer to
work later, or they may be forced to by the
nature of their work. Either way, success
seldom comes without good method. And
method demands promptness.

Everything must be done according to a well-
matured plan, and with system. God has entrusted
His sacred work to men, and He asks that they
shall do it carefully. Regularity in all things is es-
sential. Never be late to an appointment. . . . Some
workers need to give up the slow methods of work
which prevail, and to learn to be prompt. Prompt-
ness is necessary as well as diligence. If we wish to
accomplish the work according to the will of God,
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it must be done in an expeditious manner, but not
without thought and care.—Ibid., pp. 649, 650.

There are many reasons why promptness
is essential. The worker who 1s always late
is ever trying to catch up, and he becomes
more and more frustrated and disorganized
as he goes along. In fairness to others, whose
lack of punctuality the worker would him-
self find exasperating, the worker should be
on time. The minister who keeps a group
of fifty people waiting five minutes for a
meeting to begin has cost the group four
hours and fifty minutes of their time. He
has broken the commandment that says,
“Thou shalt not steal.”

Punctuality and system enable us to do
more. Having a set time for study and edu-
cational reading preconditions the mind for
work. Bad habits seem to attach thernselves
to us without intent or effort, but good
habits may have to be cultivated. Good
habits of study need cultivating, and hav-
ing a set time for study helps to establish
the habit of study. I happen to have had to
do a good deal of writing for publication,
and long ago I found that having a set time
for going to work on a certain writing proj-
ect helped me to get an assignment done.

There is no sin in doing a job the easy
way; neither is any righteousness acquired
through making an easy job hard. Years
ago I took a business course, and one of
my instructors used to say, “Learn to do it
the easiest way. Remember, the boss doesn’t
care how tired you get. He is interested
only in getting the job dome.” This was
good advice, and largely true. Method will
help you get the job done, with energy left
for the next task.

In our conference when the workers get
together there is often discussion as to how
to report certain items called for on the
workers” report blanks. In answer to ques-
tions about some of these items I have re-
marked that if a worker reports fifty bap-
tisms a year, he need report nothing else.
Of course I was not entirely serious in this
remark. The conference treasurer might
have some objection to such reporting. But
what I was trying to get across is the idea
that reporting is not what we are working
for. The real object in our work is the sal-
vation of souls, and the particular means
used is not so important. Neither is the
number of miles driven, calls made, nor
Bible studies given.

Method and organization can help a
man produce much more than otherwise.
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Some years ago I read an account of the
work of Reuben Youngdahl, pastor of the
Mount QOlivet Lutheran church in Minne-
apolis. He became pastor in 1938 when
the church had a membership of 331. By
1950 there were 5,000 members in his
church. The church was situated in a fast-
growing suburb of Minneapolis, which ac-
counted for some but not all of the growth,
for one half the members added to the
church were not previously Lutherans.

How did Youngdahl works?

Five nights a week from five to eight
o’clock he made calls, with appointments
made ahead of the calls by his secretary,
who also mapped the calls so as to avoid
back-tracking. It is stated that he called on
most of the 1,350 families in his parish
each vear. Three evenings a week he and
his wife entertained from thirty to fifty
guests in their home, after eight o’clock.

Membership information was gained
from city records of moves, from the Min-
neapolis Church Federation, from newspa-
pers, and from cards turned in by church
members who learned of new families mov-
ing into the suburb. Each new family in
the area was then assigned to a member
family for visitation and was invited to at-
tend Mount Olivet. Each new family re-
ceived a letter of welcome from the church.
The area Welcome Wagon was furnished
with promotional literature to give to new
families.

Each Sunday every family attending
church was asked to fill out an attendance
card, and absentees were sent a we-missed-
you card.

There are other details of this church’s
ministry that I shall not take space to detail,
but the lesson is plain: Great churches do
not grow by accident. But method, organi-
zation, and hard work can accomplish great
results.

How can the mind be disciplined?

Every worker, or company of workers, should by
persevering effort establish such rules and regula-
tions as will lead to the formation of correct habits
of thought and action. Such a training is necessary
not only for the young men but for the older work-
ers, in order that their ministry may be free from
mistakes, and their sermons clear, accurate, and
convmcmg.

Some minds are more like an old curiosity shop
than anything else. Manv odd bits and ends of
truth have been picked up and stored away there;
but they know not how to present them in a clear,
connected manner. It is the relation that these
ideas have to one another that gives them value.
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Every idea and statement should be as closely
united as the links in a chain. When a minister
throws out a mass of matter before the people for
them to pick up and arrange in order, his labors are
lost; for there are few who will do it—Ibid., pp.
648, 649. (Italics supplied.)

I think that such study begins with get-
ting information in depth and allowing
time for that information to be digested
and assimilated. In many cases sermons are
not made; they grow in the subconscious,
but they must have something to grow on.
Information should be correlated and com-
pared.

Let me jllustrate. A few months ago I
had occasion to make a restudy of the Book
of Daniel. I reread the book and nearly all
the commentary material that I could ob-
tain on the book. When I began I thought
there was little more I could learn about it
after having preached from it literally
scores of times. By the time I was through
I had written a series of four articles and an
entirely new sermon, and had arrived at an
entirely original thought (to me). All the
study I did was worth the latter, for I have
few original thoughts.

This brings us to the question: How do
you study? The human mind is reluctant
to do hard work. Too frequently when we
sit down to study, our minds immediately
begin to look for ways to escape what is
ahead of them. We think of a thousand
things we ought to be doing other than
studying. We think that perhaps we ought
to read something we missed in the latest
paper or magazine. We probably ought to
make a telephone call.

Do not allow yourself to do any of these
things. Force yourself to concentrate. If you
must read, read vour Bible. I have found
that one of the best ways of forcing my mind
to get to work is to start writing. Years of
editorial and radio script writing have
taught me that when I begin the mechan-
ical art of putting words on paper, my mind
generally begins to get into motion. The
Greeks had a saying that “the beginning is
half the thing.” In study it is often more
than half, and once one has really begun,
he may find himself most reluctant to stop.

Have an agenda for the day. But having
it and following it are two different things,
especially for a pastor whose telephone is
likely to ring at the most inconvenient time,
with a genuine emergency at the other end
of the line. But have an agenda, and follow
it as well as vou can. This will not only
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save you time but it will help you to dis-
cipline yourself to keep at vour task. I find
it helpful to carry a pocket “reminder,” and
often in the morning I jot down things that
I must attend to when 1 get to the office.
This is an exceedingly simple practice, but
it 13 remarkably helptul. It is a convenient
place to jot down ideas and sermon notes
that often come at times when we are not
at our desks studying. Ideas are worth their
weight in gold to a minister, and we ought
not let them get away from us.

1 believe that our reading has a lot to do
with our thinking. I think reading a good
magazine is better than reading a newspa-
per, for it contains better organized material
and is not so diffuse. I believe reading a
good book is better than reading a maga-
zine, for somewhat the same reasons. At the
present time I am experimentally limiting
myself to one magazine, apart from our
denominational publications. The rest of
my reading time I am spending on books,
and I am convinced that I get more thought
material from this program than from a
large amount of miscellaneous material. 1
like to catry books with me wherever 1 go.

The question is not how much we read
but what we read. I was surprised to learn
recently that Spinoza owned but sixty
books, and Kant three hundred. This
should not have been surprising when we
remember the extremely limited number of
books that men like Lincoln had during
their youth. The number they had was not
as important as the quality of what they
had, and what they did with it. Ernest
Dimnet in his worth-while book The Art
of Thinking, has this to say on the subject:

“Reading as practiced by most people,
is but a method of not thinking. Let this go
on for several years and the brain will be-
come what is properly termed jellified.”

Because reading furnishes the mind, we
need to be careful what we read. Let me
recommend that you begin with the Con-
flict of the Ages series—even if you have
already read all five volumes. I like to read
five pages a day, and then take time to think
about what I have read. You can read all
3,603 pages in less than two years in this
way, and all 4,812 pages of the Testimonies
in a year and four months at ten pages a
day, Keep notes and sermon ideas in the
back of each volume.

The man who can present organized
thoughts will be listened to with delight
by his congregation.
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She Untenable Position o/

the Christian &volutionist

LLOYD BAUM. D.D.S.. M.S.

Loma Linda University

UNTIL the nineteenth cen-
tury there was only one
generally accepted explana-
tion of the origin of man—the
creation story of Genesis. Con-
versely, in the twentieth cen-
tury an evolutionary concept
of Creation holds almost uni-
versal sway. In an effort to harmonize these
diametrically opposed concepts, a large seg-
ment of our Christian leadership endeavors
to “explain” Genesis, the first book of the
Bible, in terms of theories that first came to
the attention of the masses in the time of
Darwin, The lack of a candid analysis to-
ward this impossible coalition is responsible
for one of the greatest intellectual blun-
ders of our time.

The objective of this discussion is not to
re-enact the Scopes trial of 1925 nor to per-
suade anyone as to which is truth and
which is error; but rather to demonstrate
that these two concepts or doctrines (Chris-
tianity and evolution) are completely an-
tagonistic toward each other.

Organic evolution may be defined as “the
theory that the various types of animals
and plants have developed from other pre-
existing types through modifications in suc-
cessive generations, and that all animals
and plants are descended from simple
forms.” There is some disagreement among
scientists as to minor variations in the man-
ner of change. However, supporters of the
organic-evolution theory agree that all liv-
ing animals, including man, developed
from a simple, common ancestor that orig-
inated millions of years ago.

An accurate, all-inclusive definition of
the term “Christian” is well-nigh impos-
sible. Christianity may be defined first in
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terms of behavior and second in terms of
doctrine. Most of us agree that Christian
behavior means following the golden rule.
However, it is sheer nonsense to classify
everyone as a Christian simply because he
lives a “good” life; for many such people are
atheists or agnostics.

Webster defines a Christian as “one who
belongs to any of the religions that accept
the divinity or the leadership of Christ.” We
might say that Christianity is the religion
of a people who profess or accept the teach-
ings of Christ. Thus the word “Christian”
depicts a reverence or a loyalty toward
Christ. Consequently, by definition, one
who has no feeling of allegiance to Jesus
Christ is being unethical in referring to
himself as a Christian. Although most
Christians are affiliated with an organized
church, such need not necessarily be the
case.

Most  organizations, and Christian
churches in particular, have a certain de-
gree of respect for the Bible, especially the
New Testament. The Gospel writers of the
New Testament are particularly revered be-
cause they acquaint the reader with the
life, character, and teachings of Christ.
Therefore let us examine their viewpoint
on Creation.

Luke, the physician, in his Gospel re-
cords the genealogy of Christ clearly and un-
mistakably (Luke 3:23-38). The words “the
son of Mathusala, . . . the son of Enoch, . ..
the son of Seth, . .. the son of Adam, which
was the son of God” leave no room for
speculation as to what he thought about
the origin of mankind. If Adam was the
earthly father of Christ, it is also logical
to assume that he was the father of the
human race.




Reference to the creation of man as re-
corded in Genesis forms part of a quota-
tion by Christ as is found in Mark 10:6, 7:
“From the beginning of the creation God
made them male and female. For this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother and
cleave to his wife.”

Paul, who more than any other one man
has had a tremendous impact upon the
thinking and philosophy of the early Chris-
tian church, also brings out the fact that
the human race originated with one man,
namely Adam. The entire chapter of Ro-
mans 5 is devoted to sin and its forgiveness
through the blood of Christ. In verse 12
the entrance of sin into the world is as-
sociated directly with Adam. In this chap-
ter, reference 1s made to Adam no less than
ten times. Paul also makes reference to
Adam in 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45; also in
1 Timothy 2:18, 14.

Additional evidence among apostolic writ-
ers is found in James 3:9 and in Jude 14.
Obviously we must conclude that these
apostolic writers were in harmony with
Luke and other Gospel writers. In the New
Testament the name of Eve and her two
sons, Cain and Abel, appear several times;
Noah and the Flood appear nine times. Ap-
proximately twenty of the fifty Biblical ref-
erences to Creation appear in the New Tes-
tament. Who can honestly contend that
these writers thought of humanity as aris-
ing from a long line of germs, mollusks, and
quadrupeds?

“But,” we might ask, “couldn’t these
early Christian leaders have been honestly
misled? Is it not possible that their con-
cepts were so molded because of the wide-
spread lack of scientific knowledge of their
day?” On the contrary, we have indirect
evidence that Jesus Christ endeavored to
give additional proof of the theory of Crea-
tion. To substantiate this thesis, let us turn
our minds back some nineteen centuries
and enter the small town of Bethanv of
Judea. We find two sisters grieving over the
loss of a brother who had died four days
previous. According to the record in John,
chapter 11, Christ came upon the scene.
After offering words of consolation and
encouragement He performed one of His
crowning miracles. Dramatically, amid a
host of witnesses, Christ resurrected this
man Lazarus from the dead.

In resurrecting Lazarus, Christ  per-
formed a creative act. In support of this
thesis let us look at man as the complex

10

biological machine that he is. Is man not
composed of matter, the basic unit of which
is the atom? Arrangement and number of
protons, neutrons, and electrons cause var-
iations, thereby designating the given
atomic elements. Singly these atoms are rel-
atively simple tiny structures. Hundreds
or thousands of these atoms may unite to
form a single molecule. Yet in the formation
of an animal body, a protein molecule is
still only small and relatively insignificant.
Thousands or millions of these molecules
along with various compounds form the
basic biological building block, 2 living cell.
In turn, thousands and millions of cells
unite to form an organ. Specialized organs,
each fulfilling its individual functions, com-
prise a body.

What constitutes life? Up to now, life
has not been synthesized. Scientists believe
that life occurs somewhere between the
molecule stage and the cell stage. Aside
from being a highly complex structure, liv-
ing organic material does not develop spon-
taneously. Under natural conditions it is
the result of a steady, slow rate of growth.

In contrast to life, death is rather a spon-
taneous phenomenon; all processes stop in
a short period of time. The former well-
coordinated living structure composed of
countless numbers of highly specialized
building blocks is reduced to rubble,
namely a shambles of molecules and com-
pounds. A beautiful, fine biological struc-
ture functioning as an integrated unit is re-
duced to a mass of disorganized material.
Organs and cells become only the frame-
work of what formerly was a vibrant func-
tioning unit. In a few short hours the prod-
ucts of lysis and necrosis make short work of
a beautiful organic body. From the stand-
point of the biochemist, these molecules of
foul smelling, revoliting debris bear little
or no resemblance to the living organisms
from which they were derived only a short
time before.

To reverse this change is a feat beyond
even the wildest dreams of any scientist. To
form even a simple single living cell from
inert material is almost unthinkable, to say
nothing of forming a functioning organ
such as the liver or kidney. Add to this the
complex formation of bones, vascular sys-
tems, et cetera, which function by the coun-
trol of rational and emotional central and
autonomic nervous systems. To bring about
such a spontaneous change is truly a crea-
tive act.
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In the story of Lazarus, as recorded in
John 11, Jesus clearly indicates that He has
the power to yesurrect a man from the
dead. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection,
and the life.” Now the next step of logic is
this: If Christ clearly identifies Himselt
with resurrection and life, and claims res-
urrective power, what in the name of rea-
son is the basis for accepting the thesis that
a mass of foul-smelling necrotic debris could
be resurrected to living manhood, yet refus-
ing to believe that God could create Adam
from the dust of the earth. Truly the philos-
ophy of the early Christian church was
based upon faith rather than blind accept-
ance of folklore and old wives’ tales.

For the sake of discussion let us suppose
that Lazarus was not dead but only 1n a
coma, and that the voice of Christ aroused
him to consciousness. One who attempts to
“explain” this resurrection in such a man-
ner places Christ in a position of being a
liar and a deceiver of the worst type. The
same voice that proclaimed “Blessed are
the meek: for they shall inherit the earth”
stated in emphatic terms, “Lazarus is dead”
(John 11:14). A logical, candid analysis of
the foregoing evidence can lead to only one
of two conclusions. (1) Christ was an im-
postor. (2) In a moment of instantaneous
grandeur Christ created a living human be-
ing. It might be well for those who label
themselves Christians to meditate upon the
words of Christ, “Ye know not the scrip-
tures, neither the power of God” (Mark
12:24).

Let us now consider the evidence that
has been presented. Scripture shows Crea-
tion to be a fact. To some the accusation
of being un-Christian is an insult of the
worst order, yet failure to believe in evolu-
tion is considered just grounds for ridicule.
Objectively, the two concepts have virtually
nothing in common, yet, by and large, most
of us claim allegiance to both. Why does
this situation exist?

Psychology has the answer to this ques-
tion. All members of the animal kingdom
flee from danger. A human is no exception;
yet because of his intelligence, Homo sapi-
ens meet mental dangers with certain cun-
ning strategic mental maneuvers. The mind
has certain typical methods of meeting ap-
parent danger and avoiding unpleasant sit-
uations. Consequently, it is to be expected
that the mind in its natural functions
would endeavor to gain the benefits of
Christianity without accepting of its respon-
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sibilities. Pathways by which the mind may
arrive at this state of security are common
to all of us, and they are usually easy to rec-
ognize after they are pointed out. In this
specific situation we see projection and ra-
tionalization at play.

Evolution offers a loophole whereby the
Christian can avoid his personal responsi-
bility. Whether we trek down the sawdust
trail or sit in solemn awe amid the towering
columns of a cathedral, we all are con-
scious of a conflict. Texts of scripture from
Holy Writ, sermons from all pulpits—in-
deed, every gathering of Christian congre-
gations is a ‘“patriotic pep rally” in the
warfare between good and evil. To be more
specific—all Christians are engaged more
or less against a common enemy whose short
name consists of only three letters—s-i-n.

What is sin? Though difficult to define,
we all know what it is. In its most depraved
form we all shrink away in horror and dis-
gust; less irritating appearances, while up-
held by some, are condemned by others.
Nothwithstanding  extenuating circum-
stances, a so-called sinner can, by the power
of choice, cease from sinning and become a
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saint. Conversely, a saint by choice can be-
come a sinner. The choice of right versus
wrong and the use of self-control in the
abstinence of personal sin is a tenet of all
Christian faiths. Now this places upon the
Christian a sense of responsibility that can-
not be shared by other members of the ani-
mal kingdom.

Note the psychological paradox into
which evolution has led the Christian
world. The thread of reason is not too
strong, yet it clearly leads the Christian evo-
lutionist into a rather embarrassing di-
lemma. By tracing genealogy over millions
of years through the successive stages of
development from brachiopods and lung
fish, Homo sapiens has placed himself into
a defensible position where God finds it
difficult to point His finger and ask, “Why
did you do it?”

If we assume that mankind today is ra-
tional and responsible to a supreme God,
was such the case with our parents and our
grandparents, our ancestors of the dark ages,
the time of the Roman Empire, or of an-
cient recorded antiquity? Logically, we
would be compelled to answer in the af-
firmative. At some period prior to the time
of the ancient Egyptians and Babylonians
the higher forms of the primates acquired
a concept of sin. They acquired the ability
to ascertain between right and wrong, and
developed an insight into sin. Truly, evolu-
tion minimizes sin because it is ascribed
only to inherited animalism. It is not the
fault of man that he is a sinner—simply
his misfortune.

The theory of organic evolution relies
strongly upon time—long periods of time.
Life as we know it is considered the result
of changes that have occurred over mil-
lions of years. Virtually all science text-
books in our public school systems teach
the theory of evolution with equal authority
to that of an established historical fact, such
as the war of 1812. Paradoxically, the same
students who are taught the early “his-
tory” of our planet must abide by a moral
and social code built upon the Ten Com-
mandments. How can teen-agers be taught
that God does not want us to kill or steal or
commit adultery, yet at the same time deny
the statement in the same document that
declares, “For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth . . ., and all that in them
is” (Ex. 20:11)? Is it not high time we dis-
card the theory that the Ten Command-
ments are obsolete? Or perhaps our clergy,
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judges, sociologists, and educators would
like to indicate whether the paleozoic era
fell upon a Monday or a Tuesday!

Why do so many Christians attempt to
hold the cross of Christ on their shoulders
while basking in the shade of the primate
family tree? The agnostic has the answer
to this question. The agnostic says he does
not know whether God exists, nor does he
know how the universe originated. More-
over, he goes on to carefully close all loop-
holes by stating that no one else can know
either. In so many words the agnostic says,
“No one is smarter or more intelligent than
I. If God does exist, He does not reveal
Himself to anyone because He has not re-
vealed Himself to me. Who would be more
worthy of a revelation from God than I”
Is not the Christian evolutionist following
somewhat the same pattern of reasoning?
His actions say, “Jesus Christ is a fine God
and leader, yet He cannot be blamed just
because He didn't know what was going
on; after all He didn’t live during the en-
lightened scientific era we find ourselves
in.” The Christian accepts Jesus Christ as
his Lord and Master; the God of the evolu-
tionist is his own intellectual interpretation
of experience. Anyone who attempts to con-
solidate the two concepts has in reality ac-
cepted neither.

All Christians have heard of “redemp-
tion.” In the words of C. C. Foss, “Under-
neath all the arches of scriptural history,
throughout the whole grand temple of the
scriptures, these two voices ever echo, man
is ruined, man is redeemed.” If man is the
end product, a biological entity who has
lifted himself by his bootstraps, pray tell,
who did Jesus Christ come to redeem?

Intellectual honesty cannot condone lip
service to Christianity while at the same
time giving allegiance to a philosophy that
has become one of the vertebrae of the
backbone of Communism. Creation and
evolution are diametrical opposites. Cro-
Magnon man and Adam have absolutely
nothing in common. Despite how hard we
may try to twist the facts, we simply cannot
make Moses and Darwin bedfellows.

Logic and ethics necessitate the impor-
tance of sound reasoning when it comes to
the acceptance of a religion. A religious
philosophy is never proved by objective
facts, and evolution is no exception. Let us
stop kidding ourselves and accept by faith
the philosophy of Christianity or accept by
faith the theory of evolution.
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HE time is short” is one of

the most important state-
ments made by Paul regard-
ing the nearness of Christ’s
second coming, and it is wor-
thy of earnest study.

Paul, writing to the Ro-
mans, said; “Now is our sal-
vation nearer than when we believed. The
night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of light”
(Rom. 13:11, 12). We need to study care-
fully, because there is danger that owing to
our zeal and desire to be impressive, we
might attach a wrong interpretation and
meaning, and thus give a wrong conclusion.
Again, in his Epistle to the Corinthians,
Paul said, “But this I say, brethren, the
time is short” (1 Cor. 7:29).

From the Isle of Patmos, Christ, speak-
ing to us through John the revelator, de-
clared, “Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written
therein: for the time is at hand” (Rev.
1:3).

\)Vhat do these texts mean? Do they mean
that after taking into consideration the ful-
fillment of the prophecies regarding the
signs in these last days we can rightly use
the experience of Noah before the Flood
(Matt, 24:57-39; Luke 17:26, 27) as a
basis for making a conclusion that, since
Noah preached for 120 years and “as it
was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also
in the days of the Son of man” (Luke 17:
26), we can conclude that by 1964—120
vears since 1844 when we first began
preaching the third angel’s message-—Jesus
will come? We should remember that Jesus
Himself said, “Of that day and hour know-
eth no man, no, not the angels of heaven,
but my Father only” (Matt. 24:36).
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What then did Paul and John mean
when they said that “the day 1s at hand,”
“the time is short,” and “the time is at
hand” The explanation to these state-
ments is best found in The Great Con-
troversy, where Ellen G. White gave us
some clarifying statements. She wrote:

The great controversy between Christ and Saian,
that has been carried forward for mearly six thou-
sand years, is soon to close; and the wicked one
redoubles his efforts to defeat the work of Christ
in man’s behalf, and to fasten souls in his snares—
Page 518. (Italics supplied.)

The spirits deny the deity of Christ, and place
even the Creator on a level with themselves. Thus
under a new disguise the great rebel still carries
on his warfare against God, begun in heaven, and
for nearly six thousand years continued upon the
earth.—Pages 552, 553. (Italics supplied.)

For six thousand years the great controversy has
been in progress; the Son of God and His heavenly
messengexs have been in conflict with the power of
the evil one, to warn, enlighten, and save the chil-
dren of men. Now all have made their decision;
the wicked have fully united with Satan in his war-
fare against God. The time has come for God to
vindicate the authority of His downtrodden law.—
Page 656. (Italics supplied.)

For six thousand years Satan’s work of rebellion
has “made the earth to tremble.” He has “made
the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities
thereof.” And he “opened not the house of his
prisoners.” For six thousand years his prison-house
has received God’s people, and he would have held
them captive forever; but Christ has broken his
bonds, and set the prisoners free.—Page 659. (Italics
supplied.)

Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended. For six
thousand years he has wrought his will, filling the
earth with woe, and causing grief throughout the
universe. The whole creation has groaned and
travailed together in pain. Now God’s creatures are
forever delivered from his presence and tempta-
tions. “The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet:
they [the righteous] break forth into singing.” And
a shout of praise and triumph ascends from the
whole loyal universe. “The voice of a great multi-
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tude,” “as the voice of many waters, and as the
voice of mighty thunderings,” is heard, saying:
“Alleluia; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

While the earth was wrapped in the fire of de-
struction, the righteous abode safely in the Holy
City. Upon those that had part in the first resur-
rection, the second death had no power. While God
is to the wicked a consuming fire, He is to His
people both a sun and a shield.

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth were passed away.”
The fire that consumes the wicked purifies the
earth. Every trace of the curse is swept away. No
eternally burning hell will keep before the ran-
somed the fearful consequences of sin—Pages 673,
674. (Italics supplied.)

You will notice the statement “for six
thousand years,” which is a round figure
within a period. Ellen G. White, in her
visions, was made to understand that for
six thousand years humanity will have to
suffer under the hands of Satan, and then
we, as Satan’s captives, will be freed from
his bondage by the fire of destruction. How-
ever, we do not know the exact date and
day because that knowledge belongs to God
alone.

As a chaplain 1 have seen patients suf-
fering from the dreadful disease cancer.
After an examination the doctor will some-
times say that the patient will live for only
three to six months, or maybe a year or two.
I always take notice of those remarks, and
usually within that period the patient dies.
But the fact is that the doctor could not
tell definitely the exact month, day, hour,
or minute when the patient would die. He
simply says that the patient will live only
for some time, and this statement is based
on his examination and diagnosis of the
disease. Likewise in the vision of Ellen G.
White we are made to understand that our
sufferings will be for six thousand years,
this being based on the fulfillment of
prophecy.

In the book The Desire of Ages we have
these statements:

It would have been an almost infinite humili-
ation for the Son of God to take man’s nature,
even when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden.
But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had
been weakened by four thousand years of sin. Like
every child of Adam He accepted the results of the
working of the great law of heredity.—Page 49.
(Italics supplied.)

For four thousand years the race had been de-
creasing in physical strength, in mental power, and
in moral worth; and Christ took upon Him the
infirmities of degenerate humanity. Only thus could
He rescue man from the lowest depths of his
degradation.”—Page 117. (Italics supplied.)
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From these statements Mrs. White wants
us to understand that from Creation to
the birth of Christ, when He took hu-
man form, was four thousand years. Be-
cause from Creation to the birth of Christ
is 4,000 years, and the number of years
from the birth of Christ to the present time
is 1,963 years, including the present calen-
dar year, we have a total of 5,963 years,
which is only 27 vears short of 6,000 vears.
However, 1 again repeat that we do not
believe in time setting, because the Lord
Himself made it plain that no man know-
eth the exact time of His coming. But when
we take into consideration the fast fulfill-
ing of prophecy and the clearness of the
viston given to Mrs. White that for six
thousand years humanity would suffer,
then the end come, we may safely say that
truly “the day is at hand,” “the time is
short,” and “the time is at hand.” Consider-
ing also the statement of Paul, “For he will
fiush the work, and cut it short in right-
eousness: because a short work will the
Lord make upon the earth” (Rom. 9:28),
we cannot help believing that His coming
is indeed very near. He is even at the door.
Yes, time is nearly finished.

———————
“OUR “CreEpIT to whom credit is due”
MEASURE” is a time-worn philosophy, well

worn—nearly worn out. The hu-
man heart yearns for credit for what it does—and
often for what it did not do. It is tragically dis-
honest to accept credit for what another has ac-
complished, yet it is being done every day. Lay-
men study the message faithfully with others who
eventually make their decisions for baptism. Does
the poor laborer get any recognition? Most of us
appreciate a little encouragement. One backslider
complained recently that he had an interest of
twenty-two souls, but could not get his pastor to
take any interest. It is no proof of omnipotence
that laymen are kept “in their place” by the local
pastor. Indeed, what is the layman’s place? No
man can sit on progress forever. In these desperate
times our pews are occupied by desperate men.
This holy desperation seeks an outlet in Chris-
tian service. Dare we seek to contain what we
should encourage? Or are we given to “boasting
of things without our measure, that is, of other
men’s labors” (2 Cor. 10:15)? And what of in-
terested ones “inherited” when there is a change
in district responsibilities? Does the preceding pas-
tor get his share of credit for his own work? Let
us enlarge our own “measure”—thus easing the
pressure on ministerial magnanimity. E.EC.

———————
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HE one great theological

contribution that Seventh-
day Adventists have given to
the Christian church is the
truth pertaining to the heav-
enly sanctuary. This knowl-
edge concerns important facts
that have been hidden since
the days of Pentecost. Because “the ways of
God” are found in the sanctuary (Ps. 77:
18), there is little wonder that it has proved
to be so valuable for study. The conception
of the judgment, the Sabbath, the substitu-
tiopary atonmement, and righteousness by
faith are but a few subjects that have
come to be more fully understood from a
study of the sanctuary. The truths concern-
ing the sanctuary have been the very foun-
dation and central pillar of Adventism.

Peculiarly, the study of the sanctuary has
dealt largely with the first and second apart-
ments, while the subject of the court has
not been so thoroughly considered. Since
the sanctuary was composed of three dis-
tinct parts, it would seem reasonable to in-
vestigate the court as to its location and
function.

The earthly sanctuary was an elaborate
visual aid to teach the people daily about
the true atonement of the heavenly sanctu-
ary and to point them to Christ, their com-
ing Saviour and Priest. The process of
atonement as carried out in the typical serv-
ice was in three parts, which corresponded
to the three parts of the sanctuary. These,
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as mentioned, were the first and second
apartments and the court. While the serv-
ices in the first and second apartments were
respectively propitiatory and expiatory, the
service in the court was primarily prepara-
tory. It was called preparatory because in
the court the two factors that made atone-
ment—blood and incense (Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 353; Questions on Doctrines,

686)—were obtained by the priest in
preparation for taking them into the holy
places to make atonement. Here the sacri-
fice was made. Here our High Priest ob-
tained the true blood and incense to take
into the heavenly courts.

In reviewing the subject of the court of
the heavenly sanctuary, we find clear evi-
dence as to its existence and location. Three
Teasons to substantiate the existence of the
court are as follow:

1. The earthly or typical sanctuary had
a court.

2. The Bible supports its presence.

3. The Spirit of Prophecy identifies the
court.

The following Bible texts are helpful
in studying this subject.

Revelation 11:1: “And there was given
me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel
stood, saying, Rise, and measure the tem-
ple of God, and the altar, and them that
worship therein.”

Revelation 11:2: “But the court which
is without the temple leave out, and meas-
ure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles:
and the holy city shall they tread under
foot forty and two months.”

These verses refer definitely to the heav-
enly sanctuary, including the altar in the
court, for when John wrote these verses
the Temple lay in ruins, destroyed by the
Romans. The command was given to leave
out the court and measure it not, for it was
given to the Gentiles. The “forty and two
months” mentioned here is a reiteration
of the 1260-year prophecy of Daniel 7:25.
Clearly the court mentioned is the earth.
No other part of the heavenly sanctuary
could be given to the Gentiles, because the
first and the second apartments are in
heaven. Furthermore, the court is where
the victims were slain whose blood was to
be ministered in the sanctuary. The anti-
typical victim must die in the antitypical
court, and He died on Calvary in Judea.

Revelation 11:19: “And the temple of
God was opened in heaven, and there was
seen in his temple the ark of his testament:
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and there were lightnings, and voices, and
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great
hail.”

This verse is sitnilar and typifies the 1844
Movement. The heavenly sanctuary was re-
vealed and the ark of His testament was
seen. The events recorded on earth bring-
ing in the last days are also mentioned.
These are the earthquakes, the great thun-
der, the hailstorms, et cetera.

Hebrews 3:10: “We have an altar,
whereof they have no right to eat which
serve the tabernacle.”

This verse, by deduction, is helpful in
identifying the court. The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, on Hebrews 13:
10 states: “But Christians have an altar,
the cross of Calvary, and a sacrifice far sur-
passing the ancient animal sacrifices in
value and efficacy.” Since the cross is the
altar of the Christian, by following the
type, the court must be the earth, for the
altar was located in the court.

The following excerpts from the writings
of the Spirit of Prophecy will further aid
in identifying and locating the court:

The church of God below is one with the church
of God above. Believers on the earth and the beings
in heaven who have never fallen constitute one
church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in
the assemblies of the saints who on earth meet to
worship God. In the inner court of heaven they
listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ
in the outer court on earth, and the praise and
thanksgiving from the worshipers below is taken up
in the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing
sound through the heavenly courts because Christ
has not died in vain for the fallen sons of Adam.
While angels drink from the fountainhead, the
saints on earth drink of the pure streams flowing
from the throne, the streams that make glad the
city of our God. Oh, that we could all realize the
nearness of heaven to earth! . ..

The temple of God is opened in heaven, and the
threshold is flushed with the glory which is for
every church that will love God and keep His
commandments. We need to study, to meditate, and
to pray. Then we shall have spiritual eyesight to
discern the inner courts of the celestial temple.—
Testimonies, vol, 6, p. 366-368. (Italics supplied.)

Our great High Priest has made the only sacrifice
that is of any value in our salvation. When He of-
fered Himself on the cross, a perfect atonement was
made for the sins of the people. We are now stand-
ing in the outer court, waiting and looking for that
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. No sacrifices are to be of-
fered without, for the great High Priest is perform-
ing His work in the most holy place.—Signs of the
Times, June 28, 1899.

Qur great High Priest completed the sacrificial
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offering of Himself when He suffered without the
gate. Then a perfect atonement was made for the
sins of the people. Jesus is our Advocate, our High
Priest, our Intercessor. Our present position there-
fore is like that of the Israelites, standing in the
outer court, waiting and looking for that blessed
hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ—Quoted in Questions on Doc-
trine, pp. 663, 664.

It is evident from a review of the Bible
and the Spirit of Prophecy writings that the
court of the heavenly sanctuary is the earth.
The cross where Christ was sacrificed is
represented in the typical service by the al-
tar. Christ, as the antitypical victim, was
offered in the antitypical court. We are now
in the outer court, waiting for our great
High Priest to come from the inner courts
of heaven to bring a close to the antitypical
day of atonement.

With this conception of the earth as the
court it would naturally follow that
Christ’s position while on earth was a dual
role—that of Lamb and Priest. Born Priest
(The Desire of Ages, pp- 52, 55; 1 Cor. 15:
24; Luke 1:35; Questions on Docirine, p.
667; Heb. 2:16-18) He became the Lamb
at His baptism (John 1:29; The Desire of
Ages, p. 112) and was three and one-half
years in coming to the altar. That Christ
died as Lamb and Priest there can be no
doubt. (See the Acts of the Apostles, p. 83;
The Desire of Ages, p. 25; Questions on
Doctrine, pp. 664-667.)

The four Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John can be visualized as four
pictures of the Priest in the court of the
heavenly sanctuary doing His mediatorial
work. To be the Mediator, Christ not only
had to suffer and die for the sins of the
fallen race but also to provide a holy life.
Both these necessities were procured in the
court.

This is how we as repentant sinners can
be assured of an abundant entrance into
the heavenly courts through the merits of
the Sinless One. Christ as our Priest becomes
the believers” substitute in the judgment
day. This mediatorial position of Christ
was dependent upon the phase of His priest-
hood developed in the court.

Without the preparatory service in the
court, no atonement could be made.

What your conscience says is more important
than what your neighbors say.
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She Sinlessness o/ the Sin Bearer

G. D. KEOUGH

Bible Department, Newbold Missionary College, England

T IS an amazing story.
“Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners”
(1 Tim. 1:15). God sent Him
into the world not “to con-
demn the world; but that the
world through him might be
saved” (John 3:17). God sent
His Son into this rebellious world that was
ready to kill Him, ready to dethrone the
Most High (Ps. 2:2, 3), and He well knew
the kind of treatment He would receive at
the hands of His creatures. Yet God did not
send His Son here to condemn these rebels
against His government, but to show to
them His love, and so save them. Yes, it is
an amazing story. “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself, not im-
puting their trespasses unto them” (2 Cor.
5:19). He knew men’s weaknesses, and He
sympathized with them at great cost to
Himself. He could assess properly the
power of the enemy over them, and He did
not despise them (Job 36:5) but longed to
save them. “How shall I give thee up,
Ephraim?” was the crv of His heart (Hosea
11:8).

When Jesus came into the world to save
sinners He “was made of the seed of David
according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3). He was
“made of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law,
that we might receive the adoption of sons”
(Gal. 4:4, 5). God sent His Son “in the
likeness of sinful flesh” (Rom. 8:3); and
He willingly partook of “flesh and blood,”
“that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death,” and thus
“deliver” all who would from the bondage
of Satan (Heb. 2:14, 15). “Wherefore in
all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a merci-
ful and faithful high priest in things per-
taining to God, to make reconciliation for
the sins of the people” (Heb. 2:17).
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The plan was that “as by one man’s dis-
obedience many were made sinners, so by
the obedience of one [man] shall many be
made righteous” (Rom. 5:19). Jesus lived
in the flesh a life of perfect obedience: “If
ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide
in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s
commandments, and abide in his love”
(John 15:10). He perfected in bhuman-
ity that righteous character which is im-
puted to sinners who, through faith, are
born again of Him. “Since by man came
death, by man came also the resurrection of
the dead. For as in [the first] Adam all die,
even so in Christ {the last Adam], shall all
be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:21, 22,'45). From
the very first the promise was that the seed
of the woman would bruise the serpent’s
head (Gen. 3:15). Victory over the enemy
would come to the lost race through a hu-
man being.

On the other hand, Isaiah laid great
stress on the fact that the Lord, the Creator,
is the only Saviour. “I have made the earth,
and created man upon it: I, even my hands,
have stretched out the heavens, and all
their host have I commanded.” “There is
no God else beside me; a just God and a
Saviour; there is none beside me. Look
unte me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else” (Isa. 45:12, 21, 22). “I, even I, am the
Lord; and beside me there is no saviour”
(Isa. 43:11). “Thy Maker is thine husband;
the Lord of hosts is his name; and thy Re-
deemer the Holy One of Israel; The God
of the whole earth shall he be called” (Isa.
54:5).

T%lese two differing aspects of the Re-
deemer—that He is man and that He is
God—imply and require for their fulfill-
ment the incarnation of God. This also
was foretold by Isaiah: “Unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given . . . : and his
name shall be called . .. The mighty God”
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(Isa. 9:6). John has set it forth beautifully
in the introduction of his Gospel: “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” “And
the Word was made flesh” (John 1:1, 14).
He is the Creator (John 1:3) and “in him
was life; and the life was the light of men”
(verse 4).

The testimony of the Scriptures to the
sinlessmess of the Man Jesus, who came “in
the likeness of sinful flesh” to save sinners,
is clear and full. He “did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth” (1 Peter
2:22). In Him dwelt “all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9); and concern-
ing this fullness, it is testified “that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at a}l”
(I John 1:5). Jesus manifested in His life
on earth the perfection of God’s character,
for He said, “He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father” (John 14:9). “Such an
high priest became us, who is holy, harm-
less, undefiled, separate from sinners”
(Heb. 7:26).

Jesus therefore had no inclinations, no
propensities, to sin. Propensities to sin are
sin, and they are described by the apostle
Paul as “sin that dwelleth in me”’; “the law
of sin which is in my members” (Rom. 7:
17, 23). And those who possess them are
“by nature the children of wrath” (Eph.
2:8). But in Jesus “is no darkness [sin] at
all” (1 John 1:5). Jesus was born of God
(Luke 1:31-35), and while making “this
body of our humiliation” His own (Phil.
$:21, Weymouth), He retained that spot-
less moral nature which was also His own,
and which He imparts to those who are
sanctified. “The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death,” said Paul (Rom. 8:
2), which means it had made him free from
the propensities to sin that were natural to
him.

Inclinations to sin must not be confused
with temptations to sin. Temptation is
often an attempt to create in the tempted
an inclination to wrongdoing. Jesus “was
in all points tempted like as we are” (Heb.
4:15). We are given three examples of His
temptations, and of how He met them, and
they must have been oft repeated with vari-
ations. (1) He was tempted to use creative
power to satisfy ordinary human needs,
but He preferred hunger, with trust in God,
to a selfish use of power that would have
made Him no example to men. For others
He could turn water into wine and feed five
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thousand with five loaves, with much left
over, but He would not make stones into
bread to satisfy His own hunger. His hun-
ger was no evidence that He was not the
Son of God. (2) He was tempted to test
the truth of God’s promises by endangering
Himself, to persuade the Jews to accept
Him as the Messiah, but He refused to pre-
sume on God’s protection by going into
danger. And (3) He was tempted to gain
the world by compromise rather than by
death, which He dreaded (Matt. 26:89, 42,
44), but He preferred the way of the cross
to associating others with God in worship,
which was forbidden. Therefore His obe-
dience was perfect regardless of the cost.

All that Satan pretended to offer Jesus
was legitimate. It was not wrong to satisfy
hunger. Does God want His Son to go hun-
gry? Surely not. It would not be wrong to
persuade the Jews that He was the Messiah
and to gain the world which was His whole
purpose in coming to earth. Why not accept
it without that dreaded death? Satan’s mo-
tives were, however, false. He had no de-
sire to satisty the Saviour’s hunger; no wish
to have Him accepted by the Jews; and no
purpose to let Him have the world. His
plan was just the opposite to what he pre-
tended, and Jesus, with no inclinations to
evil to blind Him, immediately discerned
his purpose, and by strict obedience He es-
caped the snares laid for Him. Thank God
it was so.

The apostle Paul again speaks of the nat-
ura] propensities to evil and calls them
“the carnal mind” (Rom. 8:7). Paul
claimed to have the mind of Christ (1 Cor.
2:16), and he urged the believers to have
this mind (Phil. 2:5-9). The mind needs
to be renewed (Rom. 12:2). Could anyone
who knows anything of the gospel suppose
for a moment that Jesus was carnally
minded, that He had any inclination to
sin? It is utterly impossible.

There is, 1 think, a close relationship
between the tendency to misunderstand the
statement that Jesus came “in the likeness
of sinful flesh” as implying that He had all
the propensities of the sinner to sin and
the common belief that men may enter the
kingdom of God through the blood of Jesus
while still cherishing inclinations to evil.
They forget that “every man that hath
this hope 1n him”—the hope of seeing Jesus
as He 1s—"“purifieth himself, even as he is

pure” (1 John 3:3), and that “whosoever
(Continued on page 46)
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@/at/orm C[ppeamnce ana’ manners?

W. A, HIGGINS

Associate Secretary. Publishing Depariment. General Conference

IN MY work as a publishing
department secretary one
of my responsibilities is the
training of literature evange-
lists in the art of gospel sales-
manship. Among other things,
we point out the importance
of a good personality, the
need for courtesy, and the necessity of avoid-
ing distracting mannerisms. Ministers are
salesmen too. We are selling the greatest
product of service in all the world, and our
habits and appearance decidedly help or
hurt our chances of success.

I have been thinking about some habits
that greatly affect a minister’s usefulness.
Some of them may seem small and insignifi-
cant, but if they influence the hearers un-
favorably, we ought to avoid them.

Personal Appearance

People begin to judge you at their first
glance, and the way you dress speaks to
them before vou say a word. Certainly the
minister ought to give careful thought to
make sure that he dresses in keeping with
his profession. In Gospel Workers, page
173, is found this counsel regarding the
minister’s dress: “Carefulness in dress is
an important consideration. The minister
should be clothed in a manner befitting the
dignity of his position.” Of course, customs
vary in different climates and countries, but
we feel that sport clothing and colored
shirts and loud ties are not appropriate for
pulpit wear in any city church.

Again we are told that “untidiness in
dress brings a reproach against the truth
we profess to believe. . . . This is not a mat-
ter of but little consequence; for it affects
your influence over others for time and for
eternity.”’—Colporteur Ministry, p. 65.

Platform Manners

When you are seated on the platform
keep both feet flat on the floor. Look alert,
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interested, and not too relaxed. Do not
cross the legs. Some who do this expose
short socks or worn shoe soles. This in-
formal attitude does not reveal the best
platform manners. Don’t whisper. There
may be occasions for some brief question or
a word of explanation, but it should be
done quickly and as inconspicuously as pos-
sible, because whispering can be very dis-
turbing to the one who is speaking from the
desk, as well as distracting to the audience.
If you are one of those seated on the plat-
form, avoid distracting mannerisms, such
as repeatedly clicking a pencil, which can
be extremely annoying to the man in the
pulpit addressing the congregation, besides
disturbing the people in the first few rows
of the church.

Take part in the congregational singing.
Follow the text the minister reads. Don’t
just sit and read your Bible during the serv-
ice. Look at the speaker. Look at the con-
gregation. Keep alert. Whether you are the
one giving the message or one who is seated
on the platform, don’t obviously look at
your watch during the service. It may cause
others to do the same thing and thereby
take their minds off the message being de-
livered. It will start them thinking about
how much time remains in the service and
what they may do following the sermon.
The speaker should be aware of the time he
is taking and be certain that he can finish
at the correct hour; but he should not call
attention to the time.

In announcing songs we have been sur-
prised to hear some say, “We will now sing
page 1637 when they actually mean Aymn
number 163. There is a difference! Occa-
sionally the most experienced speaker may
misuse or mispronounce a word. The list of
such words is long. Here is an example we
heard recently: “We’'ll send you a little
momento.” Of course he meant “me-

mento.” Such errors are as distracting to
(Continued on page 28)
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She Divine Prescience

{Part 1)

Does God Have Foreknowledge
of Particular Sins?

I}GHT travels faster than
sound,” wrote H. A. Gor-
don in discussing Bible proph-
ecy. “You can see the flash
of fire from the cannon’s
mouth, a mile away, consid-
erably before the noise of the

N discharge reaches the ear. God
flashed the light of prediction upon the
pages of His Word, and we see it. Wait a
little and we see the event itself.”

The Advent Movement is a fulfillment
of “the light of prediction,” and the pro-
phetic word is fulfilled also in the age-long
history of church and state. But prophecy
and its fulfillment is seldom discussed by
Adventists in the setting of divine pre-
science, or God’s foreknowledge of man’s
free moral choice, and of the motives that
prompt human acts, good and evil.

Does the Omniscient One have pinpoint
preknowledge of the moral choices of in-
dividuals as well as foreknowledge of the
great events of history? If God has such
knowledge, does it follow that freedom of
choice is an illusion? These two questions
asked by theologians for long centuries
raise two fundamental questions in re-
sponse. One, on what grounds, scripturally
speaking, is it possible to limit or restrict
the foreknowledge of God? Two, in what
way would the divine foreknowledge of
individual human activity, moral or im-
moral, interfere with man’s free moral
agency?
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A. H. Strong insisted upon “God’s per-
fect and eternal knowledge of all thungs
which are objects of knowledge, whether
they be actual or possible, past, present, or
future."—Systematic Theology, p. 282.
This same theologian, arguing against the
doctrine of what he called *the divine
nescienice [lack of knowledge],” urged
what he called “our fundamental con-
viction of God’s perfection” which he said
was supported by the “constant testimony
of Scripture.” Strong argues that “in Is.
41:21, 22, God makes his foreknowledge
the test of his Godhead in the controversy
with idols. If God cannot foreknow free
human acts, then ‘the Lamb that hath been
slain from the [oundation of the world’
(Rev. 13:8) was only a sacrifice to be of-
fered in case Adam should fall, God not
knowing whether he would or not, and in
case Judas should betray Christ, God not
knowing whether he would or not. Indeed,
since the course of nature is changed by
man’s will when he burns towns and fells
forests, God cannot on this theory predict
even the course of nature. All prophecy is
therefore a protest against this view.

How God foreknows free human decisions we
may not be able to say, but then the method of
God’s knowledge in many other respects is un-
known to us—Ibid., p. 285.

In Psalm 56:8 the inspired writer de-
clared, “Thou tellest my wanderings.” 1
Samuel 23:12 reads, “Will the men
of Keilah deliver me and my men into the
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hand of Saul? And the Lord said, They will
deliver thee up.” The gospel prophet
wrote, “that saith of Cyrus, He is my shep-
herd, and shall perform all my pleasure”
(Isa. 44:28). These texts reveal that God
is not only the “watcher of men” (Job 7:
20, R.S.V.)) but also the Omniscient God
with divine prescience and foreknowledge
of men’s actions. “All things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do” (Heb. 4:18). “With God
all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).

No good purpose would be served by
God’s limitation of knowledge of future
events, good or evil, great or small. Who
would be disposed to worship a half-ig-
norant god, a deity with a sort of quasi-
foreknowledge, a being capable of an-
nouncing in advance through the Bible
prophets the rise and fall of world empires,
but incapable of foreknowledge concern-
ing the actions of people, particularly the
sins of the actors on the stage of history?

Our knowledge of the fact that God has
perfect foreknowledge is an inspiring
cause of true reverence and adoration.
Adam Clarke gives us further cause for
true reverence when he says:

“God has a double knowledge of his universe. He
knows it as it exists eternally in his mind, as his
own idea; and he knows it as actually existing in
time and space, a moving, changing, growing uni-
verse, with perpetual process of succession. In his
own idea, he knows it all at once; but he is also
aware of its perpetual becoming, and with reference
to events as they occur he has foreknowledge,
present knowledge, and knowledge afterwards. . . .
He conceives of all things simultaneously, but ob-
serves all things in their succession.”—Quoted by
A. H. Strong in Systematic Theology, p. 284."

Tennyson wrote of “that eye which
watches guilt and goodness, and hath
power to see within the green the moulder-
ing tree, and towers fallen as soon as built.”

If man can foresee intuitively, and per-
haps dimly, certain decisions and actions,
blessings and judgments, on the part of a
just and good God, certainly God can fore-
see certain actions on the part of unjust
and fallen men. And while God’s fore-
knowledge does not interfere with God’s
own free agency, neither does God’s fore-
knowledge of human activity interfere with
man’s free moral choice.

The God whom we serve and adore is the
Creator and sustainer of all things. He
made the infinitely large suns and the stars,
the great planets and the satellites, the
vast outstretching universe of endless
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swirling galaxies. The same Creator made
the tiny atoms found in the material world
with which we are surrounded, each a little
solar system of its own, in constant move-
ment with protons, neutrons, electrons also
in endless movement.

The omnipotence and omniscience of
God are seen in the perfection of the atom,
the infinitely small device of God, as well
as in the greatness and vastness of His
larger works, worlds tumbling over and on
and on in endless procession. It would be
inconsistent to have faith in God’s mind
and power as revealed in the infinitely
great Creation but not in the infinitely
small. Are not the benign attributes of
God revealed with equal forcefulness by
the miracle of atoms as much as by the
majesty of worlds? And shall we limit God’s
foreknowledge concerning the destiny of
men and nations and accuse Him of im-
potent nescience regarding the actions of
the individual characters in life’s drama
who actually make history? What good pur-
poses would be served if we did this? The
Scriptures do not support this view.

Did Jesus our Lord have pinpoint fore-
knowledge of the moral choices of men?
‘What does the New Testament say? and the
Old? Here are a few instances.

Peter’s Denial

In the account of Jesus’ foreknowledge
of Simon Peter’s denial: “And the Lord
said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de-
sired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that
thy faith fail not: and when thou art con-
verted, strengthen thy brethren. . . . I tell
thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this
day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that
thou knowest me” (Luke 22:31-34).

The denial of Peter was a sin. Christ
knew so well what Peter would do that He
made bold to say that the denial would be
a triple denial, a triple sin. Did Christ’s
foreknowledge of Peter’s sin affect Peter’s
conduct? No. Peter’s cowardly denial of
Christ was simply an expression of faulty
character, uninfluenced by divine fore-
knowledge. Peter simply acted out his own
perversity, which was prompted by straight-
ened circumstances. Yet it has been argued
that God brought special influences to bear
to secure these results, and that Peter’s will
acted irresponsibly under a law of cause
and effect. Foolishness!

It was on another occasion, in connec-
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tion with Peter’s affirmation of faith in
Christ as the Son of the living God (Matt.
16:13-20), that Jesus began “to shew unto
his disciples, how that he must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised again the third day”
(verse 21). The particular sins of the elders
and chief priests and scribes were here pre-
dicted. Jesus said that He would “be
killed.” The greatest sin that men have
committed was the murder of the Son of
God. This the Old Testament prophets
had predicted. This Jesus preknew, and
His foreknowledge of the sins of the scribes
and Pharisees did not prevent the murder,
or require it, or interfere with the free
moral agency of the perpetrators of the
crime. Divine foreknowledge was not an
influence operating for or against the mur-
der, so far as the criminals’ free choice was
concerned. Of this evil act of men, the
Scriptures declare, in Acts 2:23, “him, be-
ing delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God.”

Cructfixion Foretold

The events of the crucifixion of our Lord
were described in Old Testament prophe-
cies. “They part my garments among them,
and cast lots upon my vesture” (Ps. 22:18).
“Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom
I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath
lifted up his heel against me” (Ps. 41:9).
Was the scornful irreverence of the soldiers
at the cross a matter of preknowledge to
God? Was the wreachery of Judas also fore-
known? These texts indicate that it was.
Concerning the events in connection with
Christ’s trial and crucifixion, Ellen G.
White has made the following profound
observation:

Each actor in history stands in his lot and place;
for God’s great work after His own plan will be
carried out by men who have prepared themselves
to fill positions for good or evil. In opposition to
righteousness, men become instruments of unright-
cousness. But they are not forced to take this course
of action. Thev need not become instruments of
unrighteousness, anv more than Cain needed to.
God said to him, “If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin
lieth at the door.” Cain would not hear the voice
of God; and as a result, he became his brother’s
murderer.

Men of all characters, righteous and unrighteous,
will stand in their several positions in God’s plan.
With the characters they have formed, they will
act their part in the fulfiliment of history. In a
crisis, just at the right moment, they will stand in
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the places they have prepared themselves to fill.
Believers and unbelievers will fall into line as wit-
nesses to confirm truth that they themselves do not
comprehend. All will co-operate in accomplishing
the purposes of God, just as did Annas, Caiaphas,
Pilate, and Herod. In putting Christ to death, the
priests thought they were carrying out their own
purposes, but unconsciously and unintentionally
they were fulfilling the purpose of God. He ‘“re-
vealeth the deep and secret things: He knoweth
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with
him.”

Heaven and earth will pass away, but not one
jot or tittle of the word of God will fail. It will en-
dure forever. All men, whatever their position,
whatever their religion, loyval or disloyal, wicked or
righteous, are fitting themselves for a part in the
closing scenes of this earth’s history. The wicked
will trample one another down as they act out their
attributes and fulfill their plans, but they will
carry out the purposes of God—Review and
Herald, June 12, 1900.

Actions Not Forced

Note these inspired words: “In opposi-
tion to righteousness, men become instru-
ments of unrighteousness. But they are not
forced to take this course of action. They
need not become instruments of unright-
eousness, any more than Cain needed to.
God said to him, ‘If thou doest well, shalt
thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not
well, sin lieth at the door.””

Sin led to the murder of Abel by Cain.
Sin led to the murder of Christ by
Caiaphas, the priests, and the Romans.
These men were not forced to do this.
“Men of all characters, righteous and un-
righteous, will stand in their several posi-
tions in God’s plan. With the characters
they have formed, they will act their part
in the fulfillment of history. In a crisis, just
at the right moment, they will stand in the
places they have prepared themselves to
fill.” Wrote Strong:

Prescience is not itself causative. It is not to be
confounded with the predetermining will of God.
Free actions do not take place because they are fore-
seen, but they are foreseen because they are to take
place.

Seeing a thing in the future does not cause it to
be, more than seeing a thing in the past causes it
to be. As to future events, we may say with
Whedon: “Knowledge fakes them, not makes
them.”—S8TRONG, Systematic Theology, p. 286.

Thomas Aquinas wrote that “God is not
the cause of all things that are known by
God, since evil things that are known by
God are not from him.”

God has His purposes, His plans. Men

(Continued on page 44)
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Christ
Our Lord

Part 3

Christ as the “Only Begotten”
(monogenes)

W. E. READ

Former Editor. “Israelite” Magazine

LL THE words used in the
Hebrew and Greek that
have been rendered “begot-
ten,” “firstborn,” “only begot-
ten,” and “first begotten” had
a primary reference to natural
birth. Sometimes, as already
stated, they were used in a
symbolic sense. In this article we shall think
particularly of the Greek wox:d UOVOYEVHC
monogenés, which is rendered in the King
James New Testament as “only” (Luke
7:12); “only begotten” (John 3:16); “only
begotten son” (Hebrews 11:17), and “only
child” (Luke 9:38). In the LXX we find
the same word, monogenés, and in the Eng-
lish translation this appears as:

“only-begotten one” in Psalm 22:20;
Psalm 35:17.

“only child” in Judges 11:34.

In the Apocryphal literature it is also to
be seen in the following instances:

In Tobit 3:15 “only child”; ch. 6:10 “an
only daughter.”*

In Wisdom of Solomon 7:22 “one only”;
R.S.V. “unique.”*

Some of the English translations of John
3:16 also give “only” instead of “only be-
gotten.” This is true of such translations as
Weymouth, 20th Century, Goodspeed, Ba-
sic, R.S.V., Moffatt, Riverside, and others.

As a preliminary observation one might
conclude that in this word monogenés the
emphasis is particularly on the idea of only,
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uniqueness, one prized or honored above
others in the family. However, we shall
come more directly to this later on.

In the meantime let us observe:

1. Meaning and Significance of Mono-
genés

a. That the idea of a “beloved” son en-
ters into the meaning of monogenés can be
seen in the case of Abraham and Isaac.

In Hebrews 11:17 we read:

“He [Abraham] that had received the
promises offered up his only begotten
[monogenés] son.”

But in the LXX we read: “Take thy son,
the beloved one [agapéton], whom thou
hast loved [égapésas}—Isaac” (Gen. 22:2).

b. Furthermore, at the time of this expe-
rience Isaac was not the only son of Abra-
ham; he had Ishmael, who was certainly
his son (Gen. 16:15; 17:28, 25, 26, etc.),
and he was fourteen years old at the time of
Abraham’s great test of faith. Some have
urged that there was a difference, in that
Isaac was the son of Abraham’s wife and
also that he was the son of promise. That is
true, but both Ishmael and Isaac were ac-
tually the sons of Abraham, and this being
so, Isaac was not the “only begotten™ of his
father, if we take “only begotten” in the
physical sense.

Josephus makes reference to this point.
In dntiquities, book 20, chapter 2, section
1, there is an editor’s footnote that reads:

“Josephus here uses the word monogenés,
an only begotten son, for no other than one
best beloved, as does both the Old and New
Testament, I mean where there were one or
more sons besides, Gen. xxii.2, Heb. xi.17.”

This is emphasized also in the fact that
while Jesus is called “‘the only begotten
Son” he is also referred to as “my beloved
Son” (Matt. 3:17), and “his wellbeloved”
(Mark 12:6). The R.S.V. has “beloved” in
the text of Luke 3:22, but in a footnote
has “only begotten.” In one of the Greek
manuscripts, the Codex Bezae, Luke 3:22
reads “only begotten” instead of “beloved”
as in the K.J.V., and this rendering was
adopted by Justin Martyr in his “Dialogue
With Trypho,” ch. CIII, and by Clement
of Alexandria in his Instructor’

How much more meaningful then to rec-
ognize “only begotten,” monogenés, in the
sense of “best or well beloved.”

¢. Even the Greek verb gennaé, the word
most frequently used for birth, to be born,
et cetera, in the New Testament and in the
LXX, is sometimes used symbolically.
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There are several instances of this, bui we
might observe the following:

(1) To gender or engender strife and
discord—"they do gender strifes” (2 Tim.
2:23).

(2)) To describe conversion, the change
from darkness to light—"Whosoever be-
lieveth ... is born of God” (1 John b:1, 18).

(8) To denote the beginning of wisdom.
“Before the hills was I brought forth”
(Prov. 8:25).

(4) To describe the origin of Jerusa-
lem: “Thy root and thy birth are m . ..
Canaan” (Eze. 16:3, LXX).

() To describe the planning of evil
deeds. “They conceive mischief” (Isa. 59:4).

(6) To express the birth or rebirth of a
nation (Isa. 66:8).

(7) To express the inauguration of the
King Messiah. “1 have begotien thee from
the womb of the morning” (Ps. 110:3, LXX).

(8) To describe accepting Christ as Lord.
“I have begotten you through the gospel”
(1 Cor. 4:15). In the light of these in-
stances, and the fact that gennaé is used
symbolically, supposing the verb gennao
had appeared in John 3:16 instead of the
word monogenés, it need not be a cause of
difficulty to the believer. In their ancient
writings the Jews also recognized that “one
who became a proselyte is like a new born
child.”

d. The significance of monogenés is fur-
ther seen in its application to Christ our
Lord in John 3:16, 18, et cetera. But as we
have already observed here, it was used of
Isaac, where the meaning is more in the
sense of “only” or “well beloved.” Hence,
in the relation of Jesus the emphasis cannot
be “only” from the standpoint of one; it is
rather on the thought that Jesus is the su-
premely loved, the unique, the incompa-
rable one, the “unspeakable gift” of God’s
love to humankind.

Another important and conclusive point
is the word monogenaés itself. This is a com-
pound of two words—monos, meaning
“only” or “alone,” and genos. Genos is an
interesting word, and many have thought
that it comes from the verb gennad, which
certainly has for its primary and literal
meaning the idea of birth, being born, be-
gat, or begotten. But it will be observed
that in genos there is one 7, whereas in
gennad there are two. This is so, it seems,
in practically all instances of its use, in
whatever form the word appears.

e. In the light of the foregoing considera-
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tions we might think more definitely as to
what monogenés really means, especially
when it is applied to Jesus, the Messiah.

Monogenés, coming from monos (one,
only) and genos (from ginomat, rather than
from gennad), has no actual reference to
birth, being born, or begotten: rather it
signifies the uniqueness of the person to
whom it is applied.

Now let us look at the word monogenés
in non-Biblical literature. We give but a
few instances:

In the writings of Plato:

We read in his Timaeus 31 B of the one
heaven *“unique [monogenés] of its kind.”
Also in the same work 92 C, again refer-
ring to the same heaven, he mentions “the
sole of its kind.” The translation is in the
Loeb Classical Library.®

In the Wisdom of Solomon:

Speaking of wisdom, the author says it is
“holy, unique [monogenés],” et cetera
(7:22). The R.S8.V, also gives “unique” and
Douay “one.””®

In the Epistle of Clement:

He refers to “a certain bird which is
called a phoenix. This is the only one
[monogenés] of its kind.””

Let us now refer to some Biblical refer-
ences as they appear in various translations.
Owing to the controversy on “only begot-
ten” through the centuries, some transla-
tors favor this rendering even in modern
translations. But many take the view ex-
pressed above, as noted in the following:

f. Let us consider some of the usages of
monogenes. In the Septuagint, note four
texis—Judges 11:34 and Psalm 25:16, “only
child”; Psalm 22:20 and 35:17, “only-be-
gatten one.” In the latter reference the
K.J.V. has “my darling.” In 14 different
translations of the Bible into English we
find monogenés rendered as “only begot-
ten” 7 times, but as “only child” 16, “only
one” 12, “darling” 8, and by other words
such as “life,” “solitary,” et cetera, about
20 times.

In the New Testament, see four texts—
lohn 1:14; Johu 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9. In
30 different translations monogenés is more
often rendered as “only begotten,” but in
a large number as “only son,” “first born,”
“only born son,” et cetera.

In the Trench translations, particularly
in Osterwald and Segnod renderings, one
finds the word “unique” instead of “only
begotten.” This is similar to the Vulgate,
which has unicus.
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Moulton and Milligan in their excellent
work have the following footnote on mono-
genés:

pwovovevhie is literally “one of a kind,” “only,”

“unique,” . . . not “only-begotten,” which would
be novoyévvntog. . .. It is . . . used in the NT of
“only” sons . .. and is so applied in a special sense
to Christ . . . where the emphasis is on the thought

that, as the “only” Son of God, He has no equal
and is able fully to reveal the Father®

This emphasizes an important point.
Monogenés, as already mentioned, is from
monos—"only”; genos from ginomai. If the
idea had been really “only begotten,” in the
sense of physical generation, the word used
should probably have been monogennétos,
where the gennetos would be from gennad.

g. In view of the importance of this con-
clusion we might appreciate the following
extract on this vital word monogenés used
in John 5:16.

Thomas Scott:

The second person in the sacred Trinity may be
spoken of as “the only begotten Son;” as he is ap-
pointed, in the eternal counsels, to be the Image,
Representative, and Revealer of the invisible God,
to man, in every age, and in every dispensation: and
our conception of him, as the Son, should doubtless
be restricted to his participation of the divine na-
ture, and his representing it to man; so that “he
who hath seen the Son, hath seen the Father also.”®

There seems to be no doubt that the
word in its application to Jesus means some-
one out of the ordinary, someone who has
no counterpart, no equal. Observe the fal-
lowing testimonies from two well-known
Greek authorities.

“Unique (in kind) of something that is
the only example of its category. . . . In the
Johannine literature, monogenés used only
of Jesus. The meanings only, unique may be
quite adequate for all its occurrences
here.” *

“There is no doubt that the term “only
begotten” indicates a nuance of the Greek
monogenés that is seldom emphasized. . . .
When Christ is designated monogeneés
huios, the emphasis is laid, not on the fact
that He as son was “born” “begotten” . . .
but on the fact that he is the “only” Son,
that as Son of God he has no equal. The
Latin transiators were right when originally
they rendered the expression . Filius
unicus (Son unique), not by Filius uni-
genius (son begotten).” ™

Yes, as some translations express the
thought, Jesus of Nazareth, our Lord and
Saviour, was certainly unique. He was dif-
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ferent from any other being in the universe;
He stands alone, as the only one who as
God became man, and while in the flesh
was both God and man. He was “Emmanuel
. .. God with us” (Matt. 1:23). He was
unique in His relation to the Father in His
divine nature; in the fact that He revealed
the Father; in the fact that He and He
alone is our Saviour and Redeemer; in the
fact that He was sinless, not only in His
divine nature but in His human nature.

H. R. Reynolds, in The Pulpit Commen-
tary, highlights this thought of the unique-
ness of Jesus, and reminds us that through-
out the ages there never has been anyone
like Him.

The statement of this verse, however, is entirely,
absolutely unique. The thought is utterly new.
Strauss tells us that the apostolic conception of
Jesus can have no historic validity, because it repre-
sents a state of things which occurs nowhere else in
history. This is exactly what Christians contend
for. He is in the deepest sense unique in the history
of mankind.®®

In view of the foregoing, how much more
meaningful the word monogenés becomes.
We think of it, not as indicating human
birth or generation but as highlighting the
nature and exalted dignity of Christ our
Lord. So we might paraphrase John 3:16
thus:

For God so loved the world, that He gave
His son, He who is incomparable, yes, He
who is wonderful beyond all description,
that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
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4. The fact that the Bible
says that much of our music
should be directed to the
people leads us naturally to
the next Biblical principle—
namely, that church music
must be intelligible to the
congrecratzon In 1 Corinthi-
ans 14:9 Paul says, “Except ye utter by the
tongue words easy to be understood, how
shall it be known what is spoken’ for ye
shall speak into the air.” In verses 15 and 16
he recommends that we “sing with the un-
derstanding also. Else when thou shalt bless
with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth
the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy
giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth
not what thou sayest?” In verse 19, after
making it clear that he personally could
speak in tongues if he wished to, Paul says,
“Yet in the church I had rather speak five
words with my understanding, that by my
voice I might teach others also, than ten
thousand words in an unknown tongue.”

The minister who soars in circles high
above his congregation does not feed his
people. In the same way the musician who
renders music that the congregation can-
not understand is speaking in an unknown
tongue and is not edifying the congrega-
tion. If the music is such that at the close of
it the unlearned cannot say Amen, it has
not met a basic qualification laid down by
the apostle Paul.

When Jesus came to this earth He did

not go back several centuries and learn clas-

# This article was read to the students of Union College at
2 chapel service and is submitted to the MINisTRY on the
recommendation of the college music faculty.
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sical Hebrew, the literary language of the
01d Testament, and say that this alone was
the language in which God’s word was to
be communicated. He spoke in Aramaic,
the common language of the people of His
day.

Though Jesus could have spoken incom-
prehensible philosophies, He told instead
simple stories about fish nets and candle-
sticks and adolescent boys, and the com-
mon people heard Him gladly. Can any
minister have a higher ambition than to be
like Jesus? Can any musician?

The musicians who take part in a reli-
gious service are really assistant ministers.
Whereas the minister falks as he prays to
God or preaches to the people or bears his
testimony, the musician sings or plays his
prayer and praise to God and his exhorta-
tions and testimonies to the people. Just as
it is important that the minister speaks
clearly and simply, so it is important that
the musician sings and plays clearly and
simply.

How we love the minister who tells good
stories now and then! How we love the
musician who plays a real melody now and
then! Melodies are the stories in music.

5. 1If the music is to be understood and en-
joyed by all the members of a congregation,
then it follows that church music must be
subject to a considerable degree of varia-
tion for the simple reason that people vary
so much.

God made both the stars and the atoms,
both the hummingbirds and the alligators.
Though all these vary a great deal, it is evi-
dent from Revelation 5:15 that all God’s
creatures and creations praise Him and add
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glory to His name, There is prehably no
one instrument and no one style of music
—neither Gregorian nor Romantic, neither
Bach nor Rhodeheaver, neither chorale nor
gospel song—that ought to be considered
exclusively suitable to the glory of God.

In the United States we prefer organs
and organ music for our church services,
but everyone knows that in many parts of
Central America the people prefer to use
guitars and marimbas. Can anyone say that
God does not accept these lesser instru-
ments, when we have more baptisms in a
vear’s time in Central America than in any
other place in the world?

Since people are so different, and since
God can be glorified in different ways, 1
wonder if we could all come to some sort
of agreement that it would be acceptable to
use different kinds of music in our church
services?

When a highly trained musician says that
only complicated music can be played in
church, the less-trained members of the con-
gregation think the highly trained ones are
being selfish. But put the shoe on the other
foot. When the less-trained members of the
congregation say that the highly trained
musicians may never play their kind of mu-
sic, isn’t this being rather selfish too? Aren’t
we all souls for whom Christ died? Brothers
and sisters in God’s great family? Since God
can be glorified in so many different ways,
should we not all be willing—happily and
generously willing—to take into account
one another’s differences?

This brings us to point No. 6, perhaps
the most important point of all: Church
music should be geared to the one great
purpose of the church—the salvation of
souls. In 1 Corinthians 9:22 Paul says, “I
am made all things to all men, that I might
by all means save some.”

The salvation of souls! That was the
great purpose of Christ’s descent to this
earth. That was the great purpose of Paul’s
missionary journeys. And should not that
be the purpose of all our religious music?

If sermons ought to be spiritual and have
sap and life in them, musical selections
also ought to be spiritual and have sap and
life in them.

We have been talking about singers
bringing a message from ‘‘people to peo-
ple,” but this cannot be ordinary conversa-
tion. Musicians must sing and play dis-
tinctly about God. Their business, like that
of the minister, is the salvation of souls.
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Ordinary music will not do. Merely clas-
sical music will not do either. (Many selec-
tions that are listed as “Music for Medita-
tion” are really backgrounds for daydream-
ing.) On the other hand, merely catchy mel-
odies will not do. Only music that helps
to save souls will do. “That by all means I
might save some,” as Paul says.

It is one of the facts of our contemporary
American society that while cheap jazz,
rock 'n’ roll, and twist records are broadcast
almost endlessly by nearly every AM sta-
tion in the nation, it is also true that there
is going on a great revival of culture in
our cities and of liturgy in our Protestant
churches. Cultural centers are springing up
all over the country. The August 10, 1962,
issue of Time said that “to date, close to
$375 million is involved in building proj-
ects scheduled to house the arts in 70 cities.”
Big companies such as Procter and Gamble
and IBM are establishing cultural centers
because they know that their emplovees
will be happier if they have concert halls
and art galleries to go to.

Now an Adventist may write off the con-
cert-goers as snobs, the members of litur-
gical churches as daughters of Babylon, and
the rock 'n’ rollers as rank heathen, but do
we not have a responsibility for all the souls
for whom Christ died?

You students one day soon will be sitting
on committees that help determine our
church music. Are you thinking in terms
of music that will “by all means save some™?

Does it not behoove our music majors to
get used to the idea that God may be able,
through them, to use the simpler types of
music to win the less cultured people? I
was once asked to conduct a series of song
services in a reform school. The young boys
enthusiastically requested “Do Lord.” I re-
fused because I didn’t think “Do Lord”
was good music. I promptly lost all my in-
fluence in that place. What a Pharisee!

On the other hand, doesn’t it behoove
the nonmusic majors to get acquainted
with the higher types of music because ap-
preciation for this type of music may be
used of God to win the more cultured strata
of society?

Though you may not personally care for
it, your ability to talk intelligently about
the productions of Beethoven, Mozart, De-
bussy, and Saint-Saéns may one day impress
some cultured but lost soul with the intel-
lectual respectability of the Advent mes-
sage. Your willingness to have some of the
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more cultural types of music plaved in your
local church may be the turning point that
persuades a liturgically-minded Lutheran
to be baptized into the remmnant church be-
fore it is too late.

7. And now for the last point: Our
church music ought to be our best. Jesus
told us to love the Lord our God with all
our hearts and with all our minds (Matt.
22:37). Paul says that we should “do all to
the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). Our music
should never be slipshod or cheap. Should
we not stretch our minds a little at every
meeting we attend in order to make our
worship even more worthy of the great God
we serve? Think how beautiful the music of
the angels must be! How poor even our
best music must seem in comparison! El-
len G. White, who heard the angels sing,
commented sadly on the contrast. Do we all
do our best, even when sitting in the con-
gregation during a song service?

We don’t want our ministers to talk over
our heads, but neither do we want them to
talk down around our knees. We don’t want
them to shout and vell or to tell disor-
ganized stories about trifles. We want
them to bring carefully organized sermons
that have a beginning, a middle, and an
end, and which communicate great truths
to us in simple language.

Then should we not expect the same
from our musicians? Shouldn’t we ask them
to bring us good music, music that is care-
fully written and well organized, music that
is neither a puzzle in celestial geometry nor
just a happy noise about nothing?

We are growing up. When we were chil-
dren we sang “The B-I-B-L-E, yes, that’s
the book for me” now we sing “Faith of
Our Fathers.” Years ago, when we sang
about being soul winners among the boys
and girls on our street, we used “Fishers of
Men” now we sing “Lead on, O King Eter-
nal.” We're growing up. Shall we suddenly
stop growing now, or shall we continue to
grow until we are able to serve God and
praise Him in the best possible way we can?

It is true that Jesus came down to our
level, but He did not come down to leave
us here. He came down so He could lift us
up. He told stories so simply that people
caught their melodies at once. The stories
were about truth so profound that Chris-
tians have been trying to plumb their mean-
ing ever since. Church music should have
something to it. It should edify us and lift
us up.
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But good music does not have to be com-
plicated. There is great genius manifested
in simplicity.

Some of you were here about three years
ago when we had a candle-lighting service
at the beginning of the school year. As we
each held our little candle Carolyn Rhodes,
I think it was, sang, “This Little Light of
Mine,” a cradleroll song, up there in the
balcony. It didn’t seem out of place at all.
In fact, almost everyone was deeply
touched—because she sang it so beautifully.

Jesus never told us to be childish; but
He did tell us that if, while serving God
with all our hearts and all our minds, we
would be childlike—like a little child—we
would enter into the kingdom of heaven.

How About Platform Appearance
and Manners?

(Continued from page 19)

some people as a discordant note is to the
ear of a musician.

By the atmosphere surrounding us, every person
with whom we come in contact is consciously or
unconsciously affected.

This is a responsibility from which we cannot
free ourselves. Qur words, our acts, our dress, our
deportment, even the expression of the counte-
nance, has an influence. Upon the impression thus
made there hang results for good or evil which no
man can measure~—Ghrist’s Object Lessons, pp.
339, 340,

If your personality, dress, speech, and
habits offend people, you make it difficult
for them to like and accept your message.
Check up on yourself. Be the best man pos-
sible to deliver the greatest message and in-
vitation in all the world.

The minister must remember that favorable or
unfavorable impressions are made upon his hearers
by his deportment in the pulpit, his attitude, his
manner of speaking, his dress, He should cultivate
courtesy and refinement of manner, and should
carry himself with a quiet dignity becoming to his
high calling.—Gospel Workers, p. 172.

What do people think of you on Sabbath
when you are seated on the platform or
standing behind the desk? Remember,
“Great characters are formed by little acts
and efforts,” and men of the ministry who
are constantly before the people are judged
by the way they look, act, and talk. How
about your platform appearance and man-
ners?
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geeceiving and g{olc[ing Converts
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President, Oregon Coniference

HERE is a definite relation-

ship between the proper
receiving of mnew converts
into the church and then
holding them in good church
fellowship. Certain things are
expected of the new converts.

The newcomer is expected
to participate regularly in the public wor-
ship of the church. Attendance at Sabbath
school, Sabbath worship, weekly prayer
meeting, and other regular services of the
church is regarded as the first and constant
manifestation of church relationship.

By faithfulness in participation in
church worship the new members become
a definite part of the group that makes up
the congregation. They are rightfully ex-
pected to attend their own church regu-
larly from week to week. Seldom should
they be found visiting in other churches,
unless there is some special valid reason for
doing so.

The church rightly expects that new con-
verts form proper habits of private prayer
and devotions. Religious services in the
church are to be augmented by a consistent
Christian life throughout the week.

Moreover, it is expected that the new
convert enlist in some form of Christian
service. This enlistment is looked for early
in the church life of the new member.

Finally, the church expects growth in
spiritual strength as the result of Christian
witnessing. Newborn babes are expected to
grow. Failure in Christian growth is re-
garded as evidence of a serious lack of par-
ticipation in the work of the church.

1963

OCTORBER,

We have listed some things that the
church rightfully expects. Now let us note
what these newcomers have a right to ex-
pect from the church. This is extremely
important because it has a direct bearing
upon the success of church membership. It
is one thing for us to expect much from
the new converts, it is even more import-
ant to be mindful of those things that we
must be and the things we must do for the
new believers.

The responsibility of the church to the
new believer is clearly pointed out in the
Word of God. In fact, the climax of the
the Christian charter includes the
words “Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you”
(Matt. 28:20). The great commission is a
command for both evangelism and conser-
vation of church membership. This is what
Dr. John A. Broadus had in mind when
he made his oft-quoted statement, “Much
of the work of discipling has not included
that of teaching; and much of the work of
teaching has ignored that of discipling.” In
other words, establishing converts goes
hand in hand with receiving converts.

The words of the apostle Peter present a
simple and effective outline of the church’s
responsibility to new members. He wrote to
the Christian flock: “But the God of all
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suf-
fered a while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you” (1 Peter 5:10).
Obeying the call of the gospel, often
through much suffering, the new convert
comes expecting to enjoy the blessings of
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church fellowship, to become fully estab-
lished in the household of God, to become
strong in faith and settled in the church as
his abiding spiritual home. It is the re-
sponsibility of the church to see that all
these expectations are realized. By the new
birth the soul enters the church, but that
is only the beginning of a new life. A mo-
ment 1s enough for life’s beginning, but the
growing of a soul should be the holy, happy
business of a lifetime. To a large degree
it is the duty of the church to bring about
this prolonged, happy experience in the
things of God.

There are things which the new convert
has a right to expect from the church.
First of all, the convert has a right to ex-
pect that his church will have faith in
his sincerity. He is now beginning a new,
unfamiliar life. His past, perhaps wicked,
life is still fresh in his memory. It was
doubtless known to others, possibly to
members of the church that he has joined.
With fear and trembling he enters the
household of the saints. The least that the
saints can now do is to believe in the sin-
cerity of this newborn child of faith.

Paul’s admonition should be very care-
fully heeded at this time: “We then that
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of
the weak, and not to please ourselves, . . .
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ
also received us to the glory of God” (Rom.
15:1-7). An influx of new converts neces-
sitates numerous changes and adjustments
in church life and procedure. The receiv-
ing of new members into the church is not
time for the saints to “please” themselves,
and say in their hearts, “I can’t be both-
ered.” Instead, the saints are to remember
when they were first received into the
church. They must learn to “move over”
and make room for these new ones and re-
ceive them in the name of Jesus Churist.

Then the new convert has a right to ex-
pect that his church, in which he assumes
full responsibility of membership, will give
him adequate instruction in the meaning
of church afiliation. The emphasis here is
on “instruction,” not criticism. New be-
lievers are learners. They are entitled to
the right kind of instruction. Too often the
saints have become set, formal, and inac-
tive in church service and therefore are
irked by the earnestness and zeal of the
new convert. At once they want to stifle
and crush that first love, and thereby they
deeply wound the newcomer. The attitude
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of such stereotyped, complacent saints
brings to mind a certain incident. A
preacher once asked a farmer whv it was
that oxen alwavs walked so slowly. The
reply was, “I don’t know, except that they
always break in the voung oxen with the
old ones. The old ones walk slow and they
teach the young ones to walk slow.” Let's
Ieave this method with the oxen and keep
it out of the church.

Third, our converts have the right to
demand a program of Christian education
adjusted to their special needs. This edu-
cation pertains to doctrine, church organi-
zation, missionary (home and overseas) in-
formation, essential qualities in Christian
character, the successes of Christianity,
lives of noble church leaders, and many
other areas touching the work and experi-
ence of men and women of the church.

Often the new convert is bombarded
with criticism of church leaders and poli-
cies by which the work of the church is
carried on. Instead of finding the church
following a consistent program of positive
education of her members, the newcomers
in the faith too often are confused and left
to grope for themselves. This usually re-
sults in discouragement and separation
from the church.

The new convert also has a right to ex-
pect that his church will provide him with
an atmosphere of heartening good will
and pulsating, heart-warming fellowship.
He should discover that he is sitting among
friends. He should be made to feel at home.
His closest friends, his most respected su-
periors, his trusted consultants, and his
dearest companions should be found in
his church.

Finally, the new convert has a right to
expect early integration and enlistment
into the life and service of the church. It
is a great honor to be a part of, and partic-
ipate in, the activities of the church. The
part may be ever so small, yet it means
much to a new believer to be called upon
to serve. He thén becomes an integral part
of the body and feels wanted and needed.

The subject of receiving and holding
converts requires serious and constant at-
tention. It is hoped that the few thoughts
presented here will serve to stimulate
greater concern for those who seek fellow-
ship with God’s people. If followed sin-
cerely and prayerfully, the simple steps set
forth will result in holding more of our dear
people in active, happy church fellowship.
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e Pastors mesponsiéi/ities

GUY C. WILLIAMSON

President, Wyoming Conference

THE pastor is the spiritual
leader and adviser of the
church, appointed to this po-
sition by the conference com-
mittee and responsible to that
committee in all his work. He
ranks above all local church
officers and is chairman of the
church board by virtue of his appointment
zils 3pastor. (See Church Manual, pp. 99,
63.)

It is the duty of the pastor to “instruct
the church officers in their duties and plan
with them for all lines of church work and
activity.”—Church Manual, pp. 162, 163.
This makes it imperative that the pastor
meet with the various councils and com-
mittees of the church at regular intervals,
as well as with the church board. The pas-
tor must delegate responsibility and at the
same time maintain general supervision.
This can best be done first by clear, detailed
instructions as to responsibilities; second,
by asking for regular reports at councils
and committees.

Never be afraid to ask questions to secure
the information you need. Do not take any-
thing for granted. Be explicit in instruc-
tions. Be enthusiastic; be optimistic; be
courageous; be loyal to the denomination,
to its campaigns and projects; give sym-
pathetic, kind, but positive leadership.

If the pastor doesn’t have plans and a
program of missionary endeavor to suggest,
it is not likely to come from the church,
though this sometimes happens. When it
does, the slow-moving pastor should have
the good grace to step aside and not hinder
progress, for his leadership has been nulli-
fied.

“The best help that ministers can give the mem-
bers of our churches is not sermonizing, but plan-
ning work for them. Give each one something to do
for others. Help all to see that as receivers of the
grace of Christ they are under obligation to work
for Him. And let all be taught how to work.,”—
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 82. (Italics supplied.)
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“Many pastors fail in not knowing how, or in not
trying, to get the full membership of the church
actively engaged in the various departments of
church work. If pastors would give more attention
to getting and keeping their flock actively engaged
at work, they would accomplish more good, have
more time for study and rcligious visiting, and also
avoid many causes of friction.”—Gospel Workers,
p. 198.

Let ministexrs feach church-members that in
order to grow in spirituality, they must carry the
burden that the Lord has laid upon them,—the
burden of leading souls into the truth. Those who
are not fulfilling their responsibility should be
visited, prayed with, labored for.—Ibid., p. 200.
(Ttalics supplied.)

Ministers, preach the truths that will lead to
personal labor for those who are out of Christ.
Encourage personal effort in every possible way.—
Testimonies, vol, 9, p. 124.

In order for these principles to be ap-
plied effectively there must be thorough or-
ganjzation on the part of the pastor. De-
tailed plans must be laid and enthusiasti-
cally “sold” to the church membership.
Thorough instruction of individual duty
and responsibility must be given. A pre-
pared How-to-do-it kit may be helpful, but
there is no substitute for personal instruc-
tion enthusiastically given.

The best way to gain acceptance of a
plan is to let the appropriate council or
committee help formulate the plan—the
Sabbath school council when considering
branch Sabbath schools; the missionary
committee, the young people’s executive
commitiee, or whatever group is appropri-
ate to consider the activity involved.

Success is the successful follow-through
of a well-laid plan of action. Everything de-
pends on follow-through. Perhaps that is
why the servant of the Lord said, “God has
no use for lazy men in His cause; He wants
thoughtful, kind, affectionate, earnest work-
ers.”—I1bid., vol. 4, p. 411. When plans are
in action it is the pastor’s job to keep
abreast of all developments, to counsel, ad-
vise, encourage, and guide, but never to
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give up or appear disinterested. Careful or-
ganization of work and time facilitates this
part of the task. '

Pastoral Organization

The Spirit of Prophecy writings indicate
that the early morning hours are best for
study. “The early morning often found
Him [Jesus] in some secluded place, med-
itating, searching the Scriptures, or in
prayer. From these quiet hours He would
return to His home to take up His duties
again, and to give an example of patient
toil.’—The Desire of Ages, p. 90. A time
and place for study are essential to the suc-
cessful minister. It is also essential that it
be a “quiet” place. If the place is a home
study, it should be understood that no un-
necessary interruptions disturb the study
hours. From the study time the pastor also
is to go forth to set “an example of patient
toil.” There are calls to be made!

A card file or loose-leaf notebook con-
taining an alphabetized, comprehensive in-
formation sheet on every church member
and every prospective member is essential
for the pastor who would conserve time and
organize his work successfully. In addition
to this, calling lists may be prepared by geo-
graphical location, with a view to conserv-
ing both time and gasoline. The date, along
with other pertinent information, should be
listed on the information sheet following
each call.

Remember that when you call you do so
as the spiritual leader of the church. Do
not mix pastoral and social calls. Save the
social call for special occasions. Many pas-
tors have lost their effectiveness by en-
couraging a first-name relationship that
made it difficult to distinguish between
pastoral and social relationships. The pas-
toral call need not be long. One of the
most efficient ministers I have known makes
calls that often last only five minutes and
rarely last longer than fifteen minutes. In
order to do this the pastor must take the
lead in the conversation, A few brief state-
ments or well-directed questions can lead
directly to the purpose of the call. Ap-
propriate verses of Scripture or counsel
from the Spirit of Prophecy writings may
be read or quoted. Earnest prayer should
be offered, remembering in a special way
the problems of the individual or the home.
Remember especially any unsaved mem-
bers of the family. In city territory, four or
more such calls may be made in an hour—
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twelve to sixteen a day, with ample time
left for Bible studies, council meetings, and
other duties. More time should be spent in
personal evangelism than in pastoral call-
ing. Evangelism is our work.

By personal labor reach those around vou. Be-
come acquainted with them. Preaching will not do
the work that needs to be done. Angels of God at-
tend you to the dwellings of those you visit. This
work cannot be done by proxy. ... Sermons will not
do it. By visiting the people, talking, praying, sym-
pathizing with them, you will win hearts. This is
the highest missionary work that you can do. To
do it, you will need resolute, persevering faith. un-
wearving patience, and a deep love for souls.—
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 41.

Your church members will be more re-
sponsive and will work better when they
know you are at work. They soon learn
whether they can reach you at home by
telephone any hour of the day.

To further conserve time, prepare a
church calendar of council and committee
meetings. If these appointments are met
regularly, the items for consideration care-
fully prepared, and the discussion directed
to the business of the hour, these meetings
need not be unnecessarily frequent or long.
Here again thorough organization is es-
sential.

Ministers should love order and should discipline
themselves, and then they can successfully discipline
the church of God and teach them to work har-
moniously like a well-drilled company of soldiers.

. Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order
characterizes all their movements. The more closely
we imitate the harmony and order of the angelic
host, the more successful will be the efforts of these
heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no necessity
for harmonious action, and are disorderly, undisci-
plined, and disorganized in our course of action,
angels, who are thoroughly organized and move in
perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. They
turn away in grief, for they are not authorized to
bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization.—
1bid., vol. 1, p. 648.

Our next question might well be, Do the
angels join in the church services for which
we are responsible or do they turn away
in grief?

The Sabbath school and the Sabbath
worship service should be the high light of
the spiritual experience of the church.
Whether this is true depends on the conse-
cration, organization, and orderly proce-
dures of those responsible for conducting
these services. All distracting influences
should be eliminated. Neatness, cleanli-

ness, and order in the physical appoint-
(Continued on page 46)
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She Church as an gvange/istic Center

ORLEY M. BERG

Pastor, Memphis, Tennessee

MY WORK in Jacksonville,
. Florida, began in March
of 1958. The first meeting was
with the building committee.
All realized that a new church
sanctuary was badly needed
and agreed to go ahead as
quickly as possible. About a
year and half later we were in the new
church.

With the new church to invite the peo-
ple to we were fully committed to putting
Seventh-day Adventism on the local map.
One of the first things we did was to run a
series of news articles on the beliefs of Sev-
enth-day Adventists in the local newspaper,
the Florida Times Union. 1 wrote the arti-
cles and the missionary committee of the
church sponsored the project at a cost of
about $650.

Sunday night evangelistic meetings were
soon begun. These have continued without
interruption except for about six weeks
during Ingathering and for the summer
months during camp meeting, vacations,
et cetera. The congregation has been edu-
cated to expect these meetings and to sup-
port them.

Every effort is made to make the regular
Sabbath morning services evangelistic in
nature, with a definite appeal to nonmem-
bers who may be in attendance. We enjoy
having a large number of non-Seventh-day
Adventists at our service each week. These
constitute a great potential that is too fre-
quently ignored. One means we have of
searching them out is by the use of the
Registration Certificate. It is a perforated
stub on the regular church bulletin. One
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side is for members to register their attend-
ance and the other side is for visitors.
There are various places where different
interests may be checked. Good prospects
for membership are frequently picked up
through this means.

Sabbath morning sermons are often of
an evangelistic nature, frequently closing
with specific appeals for decisions to keep
the Sabbath and unite with the church.
Sermons that may be especially helpful in
winning others to the message are some-
times duplicated and made available to all
who wish them. This helps to magnify the
influence of the sermon.

Another important feature of the Sab-
bath morning program is the pastor’s Bible
class. For many years I have followed the
plan of conducting such a class. Attend-
ance is limited to new members of the
church and nonmembers.

It doesn’t do much good to have a pro-
gram unless the people know about it. To
help promote the program of our church
we publish our Church News each month.
It is sent out at 114 cents a copy to all
members of the church and to prospective
members. It is now going into almost 500
non-Seventh-day Adventist homes in Jack-
sonville. Whenever an interested person is
found, his name is placed on the mailing
list.,

The Church News promotes the Sunday
night meetings and the Sabbath morning
services, listing the sermon topics for the
month, It occasionally mentions the pas-
tor’s Bible class. It does much of the pro-
motion that would otherwise take valuable
time from the Sabbath worship hour. Pro-
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motional material to be distributed to
members of the church is sent out with
the Church News. This material is usually
not included in the mailing to nonmem-
bers.

Important to the organization and pro-
motion of the soul-winning program of the
church is the missionary committee, which
meets at a regular time each month. It
plans the phase of the work to be promoted
at the missionary period each Sabbath of
the month, usually centering around the
particular program or needs of our own
church.

Last year several thousand of the
centenary number of the Review and
Herald were distributed from door to door.
Each copy contained a two-color folder fea-
turing our local church, listing the various
services and inviting folks to attend.

The committee studies ways of doing
more through the various departments of
the church. In conjunction with the MV
Society, it sponsored a successful youth ef-
fort in a tent at Jacksonville Beach during
the summer of 1961. One of the committee’s
special concerns at present is the comple-
tion of the welfare building across the street
from the church.

Basic to our church organization for both
soul building and soul winning is the geo-
graphical plan that we follow. The greater
Jacksonville area is divided into seven geo-
graphical divisions with an elder of the
church in charge of each division, as an
undershepherd. Fach of these sections is
then divided into smaller units, each con-
sisting of about ten families. A deaconess
is in charge of each of these units. She is
charged with the responsibility of visiting,
and of looking after the needs of those in
her unit. Detailed instructions are given
her on a mimeographed sheet. A meeting is
held with all the deaconesses each quarter,
at which time the work is reviewed and any
special problems discussed. Their work is
reported on a printed report card covering
a three-month period. During the first
quarter of 1962 the deaconesses reported
on their cards a total of 237 missionary visits
to members of the church, 40114 hours of
time devoted to their work, 241 items of
food given away, and 103 members helped.
This is, of course, in addition to work done
through our welfare society for nonmem-
bers. This plan is vital in conserving our
membership and cutting down on aposta-
sies.
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This geographical organization is also
used for Ingathering, the Every-Member
Canvass, and many other promotional ac-
tivities. It was used successfully in connec-
tion with the Review and Herald campaign
last year. Through the small units every
family in the church can be reached in a
short time, with no one bearing too much
of the burden.

This program has proved fruitful in
helping us to build up the spirituality of
our members and keep apostasies to a min-
imum, and also to bring in new members.
In 1960, the first year in our new church
building, we had 52 baptisms. Early in 1961
the Detamore evangelistic team held a suc-
cessful three-week campaign in our church,
resulting in 75 baptisms. This was followed
with regular Sunday night meetings, and
by the end of the vear another 27 had been
baptized, bringing the total to 102 for the
year. Thus far this year 24 have been bap-
tized, and the number of those interested
gives us good reason to believe that the
figure will be well above 50 for the year.

Except for the Detamore meetings, this
program is carried on at little expense to
the conference. This doesn’t mean that Lit-
tle was spent. For the Sunday night meet-
ings last year we spent about $1,000 for ad-
vertising and for the many books given
away. However, the offerings amounted to
more than $700, leaving less than $300 for
the conference to pay. The meetings thus
far this vear have cost about $700 and have
been practically self-supporting.

One great saving we enjoy is in our print-
ing bill. We have in our church a regular
offset printing press—the Model 1000 Ad-
dressograph-Multilith machine. With this
we are able to print our own handbills,
church bulletins, school bulletin, sermons,
tickets, letterheads, forms, Church News, et
cetera. The press is operated by the secre-
tary of the church, who works full time
without salary. She is my right hand, keep-
ing up all the records and carrying many
responsibilities for me, thus leaving me free
to carry on a heavy visitation program,
which 1 believe to be important. Working
with me in the soul-winning program is
a good Bible instructor, Mrs. Rena Mae
Clark Cutuli.

The financial burdens of our church are
heavy, especially with the new building to
pay for. However, the primary concern and

responsibility in meeting these needs rests
(Continued on page 46)
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goa/ s @/an /or t/ze Support
of g(is Womé

MARY C. KENT

Veteran Bible Instructor, Indiana Conference

I. PurPosE AND UNCERTAINTY OF EARTHLY
POSSESSIONS

Text: 1 Tim. 6:6-19

II.

1.

‘What warning is given to all who desire
great riches (verse 9)?

“Those who are eager to be rich get
tempted and trapped in many senseless
and pernicious propensities that drag
men down to ruin and destruction”
(Mofatt’s translation).*

Not money, but “the love of money is
the root of all mischief” (volume 10).

. “If riches increase, set not your heart

upon them” (Ps. 62:10). “Be not high-
minded” [be sociable]; “rich in good
works, ready to distribute” (1 Tim.
6:17-19).

. Worldly wealth provides no salvation

from sin, neither will it deliver in the
day of the Lord’s wrath (Ps. 49:1, 2,
6, 7, 9, 10; Mark 10:23, 24; Zeph. 1:18).

. “The kingdom of God, and his right-

eousness” should have first place in the
heart of a Christian (Matt. 6:33).

Gob THE ORIGINAL OWNER OF THE EARTH

1.

To whom do the silver and the gold
belong (Haggai 2:8)?

2. All things belong to God (Ps. 50:10-12).
3.

“The world, and they that dwell therein”
are His. Man really owns nothing in
this world (Ps. 24:1).

How then does one hold property? We
are God’s stewards. His property is
distributed according to man’s ability
(Matt. 25:14, 15.)

* From The Bible: A New Translation by James Moffatt,
Copyright by James Moffatt 1954, Used by permission of
Harper & Row, Publishers, Incorporated.
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II1.

. God gives man power to get wealth
(Deut. 8:18).

6. Some refuse to acknowledge His as the
giver of every good gift, taking credit
to themselves (verse 17; James 1:16,
17). Others obtain riches “not by right”
(Jer. 17:11). Both are foolish.

7. How long may one hold God’s property?
“Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13). It
is then returned to the original Owner.

8. Since God has so abundantly provided

for every need, what should be our

attitude toward Him (Luke 10:27)?

Gopn’s OWNERSHIP IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES

1. Of that which the Lord has given us,
He has reserved a portion for His own
use (Prov. 3:9, 10).

2. The tithe—one tenth—of all that He
gives us is holy (Lev. 27:30).

3. God is particular that man should not
use for himself that which He claims as
His (verse 31-33). In the Garden of
Eden one tree was reserved as a test
of Adam’s character in the matter of
his possessions. When given dominion
over the whole earth, Adam became a
steward for God, and as such should
have acknowledged God’s ownership.
By partaking of that which had been
reserved, man became a sinner.

4. Abraham recognized God’s claim to one

tenth of his possessions (Gen. 15:18-20).

. Jacob did not say that if he were made

rich he would pay the tithe; nor did
he make a “bargain” with God. He
said, “Of all that thou shalt give me I
will surely give the tenth unto thee”
(Gen. 28:20-22). These are examples of
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

tithe paying hundreds of years before
the giving of the Mosaic law.

. The tribe of Levi was set apart from

their brethren to minister before the
Lord in the ancient tabernacle service
(Deut. 10:8, 9).

. Aaron, of the tribe of Levi, and his sons

were to keep the priest’s office (Num.
18:20-24).

. This tribe was given no inheritance

among the children of Israel. The Lord
said unto Aaron, “I am thy part and
thine inheritance. . I have given
the children of Levi all the tenth in
Israel for an inheritance” (Num. 18:
20-24).

. Of the tithe which they received from

the people, the Levites were required to
pay a tithe. This was to be used for the
support of the men whose whole time
was devoted to the service of the Lord
(verses 25-27).

How was the tithe distributed to God’s
ministers  (Neh., 13:10-13)? It was
brought into the storehouse, and treas-
urers were appointed whose office was
to distribute it unto their brethren.

If one withholds the tithe that God has
reserved for the support of His work, is
he guilty of robbing God? (Mal. 3:8-12).
Result of robbing God—*‘cursed with
a curse” (Mal. 3:9).

Result of bringing “all the tithes into
the storehouse” (verses 10-12). Thou-
sands of Christians testify to the bless-
ing received as the result of giving the
Lord His portion of all they possess.
Nine tenths with God’s blessing will
accomplish more than ten tenths with-
out it.

Offerings, as well as tithes (Mal. 3:8,
last part). Some withhold both tithes and
offerings.

IV. GospeEL ProvIsioN IN CHRISTIAN DISPENSA-
TION
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1.

Does a soldier provide his own supplies?
His needs are supplied by the govern-
ment he serves. The same is true of the
gospel worker (1 Cor. 9:7).

. “Even so.” The same plan that was

used to support the priests who min-
istered in the Temple is to be used for
the support of the ministers of the
gospel (1 Cor. 9:13, 14).

. The Seventh-day Adventist Church has

accepted the tithing practice for the
support of its ministers through local,
union, division, and General Confer-

ence organizations. When we join the
church we accept this practice of organ-
ized use of our God-given means, as
the following quotations, among many
others, indicate:

The tithe is sacred, reserved by God for
Himself. It is to be brought into His trea-
sury to be used to sustain the gospel
laborers in their work. For a long time
the Lord has been robbed because there
are those who do not realize that the tithe
is God’s reserved portion. Some have been
dissatisfied, and have said, “I will not longer
pay my tithe; for I have no confidence in
the way things are managed at the heart
of the work.” But will you rob God because
you think the management of the work is
not right? Make your complaint plainly and
openly, in the right spirit, to the proper
ones. Send in your petitions for things to
be adjusted and set in order; but do not
withdraw from the work of God, and prove
unfaithful, because others are not doing
right—Gospel Workers, pp. 226, 227,

God has given special direction as to the
use of the tithe. He does not design that
His work shall be crippled for want of
means. That there may be no haphazard
work and no error, He has made our duty
on these points very plain. The portion
that God has reserved for Himself is not
to be diverted to any other purpose than
that which He has specified. Let none feel
at liberty to retain their tithe, to use ac-
cording to their own judgment. They are
not to use it for themselves in an
emergency, nor to apply it as they see fit,
even in what they may regard as the
Lord’s work~—Counsels on Stewardship, p.
101.

V. PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP FOR GOD

1.

3.

4.

What principle should guide one in
giving offerings? “As he is able” (Deut.
16:17). Tithe paying shows how honest
one is; offerings show how liberal. Jesus’
recognition of the widow’s mite is a
lasting testimony to the fact that God
estimates the value of the gift not on
the basis of the amount given, but on
the love and sacrifice accompanying the
gift.

. What spirit should accompany the giving

of our gifts? “God loveth a cheerful
giver” (2 Cor. 9:7).

“Give, and it shall be given unto you;
[in] good measure” (Luke 6:38).
“Render . . . unto God the things that
are God’s” (Matt. 22:21; 23:23).

VI. Precious PROMISES

Psalm $7:3, 25; Phil. 4:19; Matt. 6:33;
Rom. 8:32.
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She mesponsi[)i/ities of the Mlinisters Wi/[e*

WALTERENE L. BROOKS

Minister's Wile, Cleveland, Ohio

HE relentless attacks of the enemy of souls

on the strongholds of God’s church produce
a critical atmosphere in which our men must
work, so that from a purely physical point of
view, theirs is 2 “high pressure” experience {rom
day to day. It is, therefore, our privilege as min-
isters’ wives, blessed of God, to provide a crucial
balance in our husbands’ lives and work that
can determine largely whether they shall serve
well. We want our husbands to succeed because
of us and not in spite of us, for then we, too,
will share in the reward for their faithfulness.

As our men stand in the front ranks of God’s
work, exposed by virtue of their position
to the most painful scrutiny and almost rever-
ent emulation, we must choose the places where
we can be of most effective service not only to
God whom we worship but also to our hus-
bands, whom we love. Often that place must
be away from the limelight, in some inconspicu-
ous place, drawing no attention to ourselves
while hitting the optimum on positive contri-
butions. I believe that the minister’s wife can-
not serve her God, her church, her husband,
and her children better than in her home.

In these times, when national and religious
trends, in harmony with prophecy, are bring-
ing God’s remnant church into world promi-
nence, those who lead the church must have
flawless characters, that the power of the gospel
shall not be neutralized in its effect. This makes
the minister’s lofty position precarious, and de-
mands that he protect it by earnest prayer and
meditation. He must practice what he preaches.
The position of his wife is no less precarious,

* Presented to an assembly of ministers’ wives at the Co-
lumbia Union session, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
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for true religion is not demonstrated in the
church alone. Practical religion is at best simply
good “everyday” home religion. If on Christian
Home Day a minister should preach that the
home should be cheerful and happy, then his
must of necessity be 2 happy home. If he em-
phasizes the need of healthful foods, cleanli-
ness, and love, then his home must have these.
If he stresses the need of careful Sabbath ob-
servance, then his home must show how the
Sabbath should be kept. The congregation,
justifiably, expects him and his to give them a
faithful example. But he is at a serious disad-
vantage unless the wife in the home under-
stands and works earnestly for God by uphold-
ing her husband’s hands and strengthening his
text.

The minister has numerous and diversified
responsibilities also. Being conscientious, he is
bound to “wind up” tightly as the various
campaigns intensify. God watches His servant
with compassion and tender pity, and He uses
various means to cheer and relieve weariness
and to encourage His men. God wants to use us,
the wives, for this purpose. With prayer, study,
and dedication, and the love we naturally have
for our husbands, we can become God’s most
effective instruments to strengthen the general
ministry. On the other hand, we can through
self-pity, discontent, carelessness, irresponsible
spending, and gloominess demoralize God’s
men and decellerate the progress of the work
wherever we are. God has been especially kind
and wise in not demanding celibacy in our
ministerial ranks, but a minister with the wrong
kind of wife might better serve alone. I am
intensely interested in conveying the thought,
ladies, that apart from careers of our own, ours
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is a solemn, serious responsibility in being mar-
ried to the men who preach the most wonderful
message the world has ever heard.

I realize that I am speaking to good women
who have worked well with their pastor hus-
bands for vears. I am humbled also when 1
think of those of you who have been equipped
by real experience to speak and teach more
effectively than am I at this time, for I've
been married for such a short while. However,
I gladly share my convictions with you.

Ministers Are Targets

The Lord’s servant says the minister is
Satan’s prime target. Don’t you agree that it
would be most unfortunate for a minister to-
day to carry his own burdens and those of his
flock—wrestling with many heavy problems—
while his wife, through inconsideration and self-
thinking, adds to those burdens? God forbid
that this should happen. In order to avoid this,
we must keep in mind that Satan uses every
unconsecrated element possible in his program.
We must daily consecrate ourselves to God and
His work, which by and large is our own ex-
perience in our husband’s work.

I think we first should pray and study and
think to learn how to keep our body well.
When Satan’s immoral devices are overcome
by prayer, his next attack is usually against the
body. Our weapon here is health reform and
cheerfulness. It means a lot to a man to have
three meals a day that are well planned, well
balanced, well set, and well timed. In this mod-
ern rush-and-do-it age, it is easy to forget the
importance of a real mealtime. To forget is to
suffer, and a broken machine gets nothing done.
Satan can relax while your husband is in bed
recuperating; or maybe, on the other hand,
Satan doesn’t relax—he gets more done. So
keep your husband in good health. Insist that
he get proper rest. Encourage him to exercise,
and plan for pleasant walks with the family in
sunshine and fresh air. The personal interest
and attention will gratify him and prove a
great blessing in many other areas of the home
life.

The happiness of health provides an excel-
lent atmosphere for developing all other Chris-
tian graces. It would be most difficult for a
sour-systemed dyspeptic to appreciate the ten-
dernesses or to enjoy the niceties a wise wife
constantly provides. One of the most serious
intrachurch problems is domestic feuding. The
minister finds himself often in counsel with
those whose love for each other has grown cold.
They complain to him of cooking, of budget
breaking, and of nagging—when the real prob-
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lem is a lack of affection and kindness. So we
must show our congregations how it should be
done, not through mushy exhibitionism but
through the simple constancy of holy affection,
which will manifest itself in all its wholesome-
ness through your family’s countenances and
attitudes.

On this subject one writer has said: “Take a
day off by yourself occasionally. Court as you
used to do in younger days. There is nothing
wrong in holding hands as long as it is your
husband’s. Repeat to ecach other the sweet
things of your youth. Let it be known that you
are sincerely devoted to each other. Make him
love his home and his family more than any-
thing else on earth. This is your job! Do not
fail!” This will be a strength and a defense
for your husband. Don’t refuse to toss around
such jewels as ‘‘please,” “thank yow,” “I'm
proud of you,” “What is your opinion, dear?”
You will find this both reciprocating and con-
tagious. Then when you are faced with fre-
quent transfers, cold meals, extra-long board
meetings, and those overnight (sometimes
“overweek”) trips out of town, be resolutely
cheerful—a good “trooper.” It is, after all, God’s
work!

Wise Planning

Now, obviously, we ministers’ wives do not
marry for money. Good planning is therefore
required to keep us out of the red. Never spend
more than you earn, and always save a little
each payday. There is no pressure quite like
that of debt. Many home problems among our
flock can be traced to improper management
of pay checks. Here again the minister’s home
must be the example. People lose respect for
leaders who are constantly in need and who
become charity cases, hinting for handouts.

Sound business principles in the home will
mean sermons unencumbered with personal
worries. They will bespeak greater happiness
and more real, heartfelt gratitude, which is an
elixir in itself. We wives have most to do with
how the money will be spent. A carefully
planned budget is a must, especially when the
check must last thirty days instead of seven. A
wife who is careless in this, who buys clothes
and other items at the wrong time, is not cute;
she is a millstone about her husband’s neck.
Food, warmth, attention, love, and sleep are the
basic necessities of life. Money can be used
for only two of these—food and warmth.
So, really, one can live without many things. Go
financially together through life. Decide what
vou can spend by considering your personal
wages, your personal needs, and your own re-
sponsibility to God’s financial program.
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Mortify any idea that you must “keep up
with the Joneses.” One reason why many stay
in the “red” is that they are “green” with envy.
Stick to the budget. The discipline is good for
your bank account and for your character. If
* your husband dreams of a new car, wake him
up with the budget. Someone has said, “A good
budget is telling your money where to go in-
stead of wondering where it went.”

Facing Life Cheerfully

In spite of your joint best efforts, your home
will become a sort of “office away from the of-
fice.” Callers will come in at most inopportune
times. The problems of the saints cause them
to forget about your convenience, so expect
them from 6:00 an. to 12:00 midnight. You
will become hostess to many an unexpected
guest. Always be kind and courteous. The
power of your husband’s influence will depend
upon it. Learn to erase a frown and flash a
smile, and learn to mean it. Other ministers en
route to distant cities will stop in occasionally.
There is a strong family feeling among our
workers. Insist on sharing hospitality with these
workers at whatever hour-—day or night. Have
easy-to-fix foods on hand, such as canned health
foods and frozen vegetables. Keep lettuce and
carrots in the refrigerator for attractive gar-
nishes. Make sure of the Postum and cream
supply. Then work as though you don’t mind
at all. You'll make your home and your hus-
band look good, and he’ll be proud of you.

There is another important consideration for
vou as hostess, receptionist, and secretary. You
must learn to protect your husband’s study
hours so he can read and pray and think. If
this falls apart, the sheep go hungry, and some
may die. Provide a place for your husband to
study, away from the children’s play. If there
1s no such accommodation, then provide for
the children away from your husband.

Keep an ear open for the telephone and an-
swer it as soon as it rings. When your husband
is with God on the highway of inspiration,
there should be limited access for human traffic.
You must safeguard his study and prayer hours.
Often when the telephone rings, you can tact-
fully have the party call back—but, oh, be
carefull Don’t make a problem for your hus-
band while erying to spare him one. Satan
would have men sensitive; that caller must not
feel pushed aside. He must not feel you don’t
have time for him. Many have a natural gift
of pleasant telephone response. Others must
cultivate that voice with a smile, which will
cause the caller to understand and be glad 1o
call a little later.
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Parents, Home, and Children

I should like to touch one other area now,
especially for the many of us whose homes are
blessed with sweet little children. We read in
Gospel Workers, page 206: “Let the minister’s
wife who has children remember that in her
home she has a missionary field in which she
should labor with untiring energy and unflag-
ging zeal, knowing that the results of her work
will endure throughout eternity.”

Our children especially must be taught
humility. They must not expect special favors
at home, at church, or at school. Remember,
they are being watched. They too must be an
example. Irreverence and poor church decorum
on the part of the minister’s family is worse
than with others because of the power of in-
fluence involved. Our children are not angels,
even though their fathers are men of God.
Home training must prepare them for life and
for Christ. The way we bring up our children,
insisting that they be polite, compassionate,
helpful, and respectful, will preach a more
powerful sermon than most of us could ever
imagine.

Many aspects of our work are unglamorous,
I suppose; but God knows; He won't forget.

Oh, I'm sure you didn’t know. My father was
a minister in this wonderful truth. Both my
brothers are ministers. My older sister is mar-
ried to an Adventist minister. When my time
came, I had no other desire or plan. And I
wouldn’t exchange places with the President’s
wife.
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An Expository Preacher's Notebook, D. W. Clever-
ley Ford, Harper and Brothers, New York, 1962,
220 pages, $3.50.

This will be a valuable tool to a minister inter-
ested in expository preaching. Within its eleven-
page preface one will discover new ideas on the
method and preparation of expository material,
The author feels that the Scriptures are a closed
book to most of the world and that it is the
minister’s responsibility and joyous task to open
that book so that its treasures may be exposed in
full view to all who are willing to behold. In this
section Dr. Ford endeavars to answer such questions
as, “How do you select the subject of your sermons?”
“How do you set about collecting material for your
sermons?” “Must expository sermons be written
in full?” “How long does it take to prepare that
kind of sermon?” “Are not expository sermons
‘over the heads’ of the average congregation?”

This expository notebook is far more than a
work on how to preach expositorily, nor is it just
a series of jottings or outlines. This work aims at
providing expository sermon material—finished ser-
mons and lectures that have been delivered in
public. The sermon section is divided into three
parts. There are ten sermons from the New
Testament with the over-all theme “God’s Roy-
alty.” These are expository messages from the
book of Matthew. Next we find three Old
Testament character studies, then four expositions
on “The Servant Songs” of Isaiah. Then follows a
collection of thirteen individual sermons. The se-
cret of this type of preaching, suggests Dr. Ford,
lies with the man who in “digging” to expose the
Scriptures seeks the aid of Him who takes the
things of Christ and shows them unto man, namely
the Holy Spirit, the interpreter.

AnprREW FEARING

Archaeology and the Bible, G. Frederick Owen,
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 1961, 384
pages, $4.95.

Another popular book has been added to the
growing number of works dealing with Biblical ar-
cheology. The author is well known through an
excellent and widely used tridimentional wall map
of Palestine, which, having no peer among maps of
the Holy Land, provides an unsurpassed view of
that country’s principal geographical and topo-
graphical features.

The book under discussion is well and interest-
ingly written. The first nine chapters deal with
subjects about which the general layman usually
knows nothing or has wrong views—the meaning and
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scope of archeology, methods and techniques of ex-
cavations, the preparations for and the progress of
archeological expeditions, and the ways and means
by which reliable dates of excavated ruins and ob-
jects are obtained. These very instructive introduc-
tory chapters fill 77 pages of the book.

The following ten chapters (10-19) deal with
brief surveys of the results of archeological work
carried out in the past in Assyria, Babylonia, Persia,
Egypt, Syria, Transjordania, and western Palestine.
A chapter (20) on the discovery of the Dead Sea
scrolls concludes the work.

It is obvious that a work of this kind, dealing
with so many countries, is based on a great amount
of research, and that the author must have done
wide reading in archeological literature. Of this fact
the 18 pages of notes and the bibliography of six
pages are witnesses. No scholar can be equally well
at home in the archeology of every country treated
in this book, and therefore must rely on original
archeological reports for his source material. This
reviewer also cannot claim to be an authority on
archeology in every country of the Bible lands,
though through study and teaching covering many
vears, and through nine journeys in the Bible lands
filled with studies and excavations there, he has ac-
cumulated a certain familiarity with the material
treated in Professor Owen’s book. The following
words of criticism are therefore written with a sym-
pathetic understanding of the problems faced by
the author of a popular book that deals with more
subject matter than any man can possibly com-
petently master. Yet, the reviewer of the book has
a certain responsibility toward his readers, and
must give them a true evaluation of the book
reviewed. These considerations result in the fol-
lowing paragraphs of criticism.

In reading through the book under discussion 1
came to the conclusion that the accuracy of presen-
tation differs in the various chapters. While in
some chapters 1 found hardly any cause to place
question marks in the wmargins, other chapters
showed a different picture. For example, numerous
such signs of doubting the author’s statement had
to be put in the margins of chapter 12, which deals
with the “Archacological Discoveries in Babylo-
nia.” A discussion or correction of the 18 mislead-
ing statements—some of them serious—concerning
the archeological history of the ancient city of
Babylon, which I found on pages 121-132, cannot
be carried out in this brief review, and would prac-
tically result in a rewriting of those pages.

In other chapters mistakes are fewer, but unfor-
tunately not absent. The following few examples
may illustrate the type of some of the inaccuracies

THE MINISTRY




You no longer need dread teaching
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It is of particular interest to read of her faith in
the second coming of Christ, although it is not
exactly according to what Seventh-day Adventists
believe. She says, “In the past nine vears I have
visited many different churches, and I never have
heard a sermon on this subject.” Did she include a
Seventh-day Adventist church?

Her dealing with her own personal problems

gjf’di:;: gW BRASS §000S £8. causes the reader to associate himself with the
Dept. G. 70 Pearl Street  Brookline 46, Mass. writer and say, “If she can do it that way, so can 1.”

Her conclusion regarding the everyday challenges
of life is worded thus: “Frustration and problems ~
are as much a part of living as getting up every
morning and going to bed every night.” What a
matter-of-fact way to feel about the common trials
of life!

In the chapter entitled “Never Stop Forgiving,”
Miss Carlson concludes with this challenging state-
ment:

“There is a way to patch up the sad, wide
separations that come between proud people. It is
the way of the cross. It has everything in the world,
and in the world to come, to do with the word
‘forgive.”

A few unusual titles of chapters are as follows:
“Never Die of Ordinariness,” “One Man Cannot Un-
tie Himself,” “Such Little Men,” “Sigh and Moan
Alone,” and “Only Lent.” With such intriguing
chapter titles the reader cannot put the book down
until he has read the last word. And as he reads he
finds himself exclaiming, “Why didn’t I think of
that>” At the end of every chapter Miss Carlson
suggests a spiritual exercise to help one grow in
Christian living.

Told in simple language and written for the
women of the space age, Life Is for Living is far
more satisfying and human than most books writ-
ten in this world of tumult and confusion. It seems
to be a balm for the troubled soul.

It is suggested that you spend a few minutes
every day looking at the world through Betty Carl-
son’s eyes. Sue ELLEN BAKER

encountered: On page 232 it is stated that P. Mon-
tet found in his excavations of Byblos “a lengthy
inscription telling of the long journey and experi-
ence of one Wen-Amon.” The fact is that the story
of Wen-Amon’s journey is contained in a papyrus
manuscript in 1891 in el-Hibeh, Middle Egypt, which
was published first by W. Golénischeff in 1839, more
than 20 years before Montet began his excavations
at Byblos.

On page 291 the author says that the hill of
Samaria is “wunoccupied by any town or village,”
while in reality the present village of Sebastieh
covers part of the ancient city, as every tourist.who
visits the site can see.

On page 111 Owen claims that “complete and
adequate publications” of the excavations of Ashur
in Assyria “were never made.” This is not so, for the
scientific results of those excavations were indeed
published in 11 monumental tomes by the German
Orient Society between 1909 and 1955.

On pages 284-289 the out-of-date conclusions of
J. Garstang with regard to his excavations at Jeri-
cho are told at length, while Miss K. Kenyon's re-
cent work, which corrected the faulty earlier views,
is barely mentioned and in such ambiguous words
that the reader does not get a good idea about
the present status of our knowledge pertaining to
old Jericho.

Numerous such inaccuracies can be found
throughout the book, which unfortunately impair
its usefulness for the layman for whom this book is
written. It is hoped that these imperfections will
be corrected hefore a future edition is printed.

SiEGFRIED H. Horn

Sermons from the Psalms, Calvin Peter Swank,
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
1962, 122 pages, $2.50.

This is one of the volumes in the series of the
Evangelical Pulpit Library. Dr. Swank has a gen-
uine love for the psalms and enjoys dealing with
them expositorily and with a special desire to show
how their ancient form and language represent the
devotional and meditative material of the church.
His first four chapters deal with the over-all theme
of Biblical poetry, a study of Hebrew art and
rhythm, the penitential psalms, and the pinnacles of
prayer, which if comprehended more fully would
greatly enrich our worship and expressions of devo-
tion, Following these four chapters are eight com-
plete and well-constructed expository sermons from
the Psalms concerning misery, forgiveness, a peni-
tent’s prayer, a clean heart, a patriot’s prayer, a
penitent’s hope, a servant’s supplication, and the
psalm of the cross.

Life Is for Living, Betty Carlson, Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1962,
122 pages, $1.90.

Betty Carlson, columnist, teacher, and world
traveler, has written something unique in her latest
book, Life Is for Living. Although the subtitle, “In-
spirational Devotions for Women,” gives the main
objective of her book, everyone—teen-ager and
adult—could profit from perusing this small paper-

bound volume. A pastor’s wife could learn much in
J human relations from this easily read book.

It is quite apparent that the author has had a
personal experience in Christian living, and she
tells her story freely in a lively and brisk stvle,
with cleverly worded experiences and challenging
ideas woven in. ANXDREW FEARING
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All About Babies, Dorothy Grunbock Johnston,
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, 1962, $1.95.

When children learn that a new baby is expected
in the home they are sometimes full of questions,
and many parents are at a loss how to answer them
in a wholesome and understandable way. This
book AIll About Babies would be a boon to such
parents.

The story tells how a couple explain to their two
children (boy-and-gir! twins) the wonder and
beauty of reproduction in nature and in the human
family, in order to prepare them for the arrival of
the expected new baby.

In a natural, unforced way they teach Ned and
Nancy through nature studies, through trips to the
farm, and by allowing them to share some of
mother’s experiences. It is a simple, but clear and
understandable explanation for parents to give to
children. The book is also nicely illustrated.

J. Ina WHITE

The Divine Prescience
{Continued from page 22)

work to thwart God’s plans; Satan works
to contravene God’s intentions. The om-
niscient Lord is able to operate in a wise
manner that permits men to function as
free moral agents while the development
of prophecy continues in history. His fore-
knowledge is useful in aiding Him in shap-
ing human events. Yet this is done in the
setting of human decisions. There is no
retraction of men’s free moral agency on
God's part. “Each actor in history stands in
his lot and place; for God’s great work after
His own plan will be carried out by men
who have prepared themselves to fill posi-
tions for good or evil.” (Ltalics supplied.)
Men act out their character patterns. They
are not puppets or robots under constraint
of invisible and relentless forces. Yet, mys-
teriously, God is at work as the Omniscient
Lord of history! Ellen White wrote:

In the annals of human history the growth of na-
tions, the rise and fall of empires, appear as de-
pendent on the will and prowess of man. The shap-
ing of events seems, to a great degree, o be de-
termined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But
in the word of God the curtain is drawn aside, and
we behold, behind, above, and through all the play
and counterplay of human interests and power and
passions, the agencies of the all-merciful One,
silently, patiently working out the counsels of His
own will.—Education, p. 173.

{To be continued)
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“Them That Are Bound”

{Continued from page 2)

The world forgets its captives, but “the
Lord . . . despiseth not his prisoners” (Ps.
69:33). The psalmist spoke out of his own
sad experience with the “joyful certainty of
his own deliverance.”—PERONNE. In Psalm
146:7 (RS.V.), the psalmist declares:
“The Lord sets the prisoners free.” Five
times this psalm triumphantly declares
something about Jehovah’s work and be-
ing. “The Lord openeth the eyes of the
blind: the Lord raiseth them that are
bowed down: the Lord loveth the right-
eous: the Lord preserveth the strangers; he
relieveth the fatherless and widow. ... The
Lord shall reign for ever.”

The man bound by habits and sins can
find immediate release. It is true that Satan
does not open the house of his prisoners;
but Christ has conquered sin and burst
open the prison house of Satan. “But now
being made free from sin, and become serv-
ants to God, ye have your fruit unto holi-
ness, and the end everlasting life” (Rom.
6:22).

Our business is the preaching of hiberty
to the captives of sin. Our work is to relieve
the oppressed. Our burden should be to
help, to inspire, to save, against the great
day when “the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” shall be so complete that
“there shall be no more curse” and no more
captives of any kind.

it may now look, at times, as though suf-
fering, frustration, and injustice assume
such tremendous proportions as to becloud
our view of God as the beneficient Ruler
of the universe. But clouds always roll away,
and light triumphs in its struggle with
darkness. Just so, God will finally hurl back
the curse forever, and set all captives free.

H.W. L.

In Whose Shoes Do You Walk?

Shoes divide men into three classes. Some
men wear their father’s shoes. They make
no decisions of their own. Some are un-
thinkingly shod by the crowd. The strong
man is his own cobbler. He insists on mak-
ing his awn choices. He walks in his own
shoes.

S. D. Gordon, quoted in 1963
Tarbell’s Teachers Guide
(Fleming H. Revell Company)
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The Sinlessness of the Sin Bearer
(Continued from page 18)

is born of God doth not commit sin”
(1 John 3:9). Therefore they are asking too
little of God, and too seldom. To all such I
would commend the following from The
Great Controversy, page 623:

Now, while our great High Priest is making the
atonement for us, we should seek to become per-
fect in Christ. Not even by a thought could our
Saviour be brought to vield to the power of tempta-
tion. Satan finds in human hearts some point where
he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is cher-
ished, by means of which his temptations assert
their power. But Christ declared of Himself, “The
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in
Me” (John 14:30). Satan could find nothing in the
Son of God that would enable him to gain the vic-
tory. He had kept His Father’s commandments,
and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use
to his advantage. This is the condition in which
those must be found who shall stand in the time of
trouble.

“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus” must set us “free from the law of sin
and death” (Rom. 8:2). This Jesus can do
for us because He Himself was free from
propensities to evil. He did not commit our
sins, but He bore them in His life on earth
and on Calvary, and He is not willing to
leave a single sin with us, for He has taken
them all. Why should we hold on to death?

The Pastor’s Responsibilities
(Continued from page 32)

ments of the sanctuary itself are of utmost
importance. Careful coaching of ail partici-
pants in the sexvice, including instruction
on how to fulfil their assigned duty, is
essential.

The pastor is responsible for the order
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of service and the church bulletin. He may
delegate the actual work of mimeograph-
ing to another, but he is responsible for the
content and organization. The bulletin
should be neat, concise, well arranged.

Visitors attending any service of the
church should he impressed with the quiet
dignity, the reverence, and the spiritual at-
mosphere that prevails. This impression
will be conveved in large part by the mien
of those who take part in the service. No
matter how small the membership or at-
tendance, every service should be con-
ducted with reverence, order, and a sense
of spiritual awe, for unless we drive them
away by uncouth carelessness, the Holy
Spirit and the angels of God are present
at every service.

As ministers of God’s last message we
dare not lower the standards of the
remnant church by a slovenly example in
labor or in worship. We must each give
an account of our leadership and its re-
sults.

“True success in any line of work is not
the result of chance or accident or destiny.
It is the outworking of God’s providences,
the reward of faith and discretion, of virtue
and perseverance. Fine mental qualities
and a high moral tone are not the result of
accident. God gives opportunities; success
depends upon the use made of them.”—
Prophets and Kings, p. 486.

The Church as an Evangelistic
Center

(Continued from page 34)

in the hands of the finance committee,
which is under able leadership.

Working with the officers and other lay-
men of the church, we make a team that
has succeeded, at least in a measure, in
making Seventh-day Adventists known in
this large area with its 450,000 inhabitants.
One of the clerks in the Baptist bookstore
said to me, a while back, “Say, you folks are
surely doing things at your church. It
seems that something is going on at vour
church all the time.”

We thank the Lord for what has been
done, but we realize that this is only a small
portion of what it should be. Our great de-
sire is that the work may continue to grow
until it is finished around the world and
the Lord returns to take us to be with Him.

THE MINISTRY
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SELAH EveErveobY lives under pressure. It is a

fact of life. Whether it is man-generated,
God-applied, devil-produced, or an internal efterves-
cence, it is there. We literally live our lives with
reference to time, task, and talent. An appreciated
pause seldom comes. The demands upon us stem
from the insatiable appetite of human need, and
they are therefore endless and increasing.

With the basic pressures consequent to the per-
formance of duty, the average man is prepared to
live. It is problem-generated pressure that occasions
assorted woes from ill health to ill will. How to live
with pressure, without either, is the question.

1. Recognize its necessity. Thus, the duties of the
day begin on a positive note. As air pressure is nec-
essary for a plane to become airborne, so may we
learn to thrive on our pressures.

2. Keep these pressures outside the brain. This
is a necessity. How? Through a systematic prayer
life and the study of the Word of God. By this
method the brain may be “cleared” like an adding
machine.

3. Recognize that you cannot solve every prob-
lem you meet. Having put forth faithful, prayerful,
effort, be prepared to defend your results, however
negligible. This builds a good defense.

4. Remember that others have survived situations
far more difficult than the one you are facing, and
that the sun will rise tomorrow in spite of the
pressure of world events and their threat to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

So it seems that pressures, like the proverbial
“poor,” we will have with us always. Our survival
depends on the degree to which we resolve them by
following the path to green pastures, beside the still
waters of God's Word. Selah.

E.E.C.

OH, NO! It was a large religious convention.
A well-known preacher was called on
to lead in public prayer. He stepped forward, and
since I had never seen him before, I kept my eyes
on him. After the invitation “Let us pray,” he did
something that struck me like a whiplash. He
closed his eyes, raised his head, thrust both hands
deep into his trouser pockets, and kept them there
during the whole time of the prayer. It looked in-
congruous, and I thought it incredible that a
preacher would dream of such an attitude before
the Lord.

1 grew up in a state church where we all, includ-
ing the preacher, knelt in prayer. Even for an
initial standing invocation all heads were bowed
and the hands clasped in reverence.

I am no stickler for set forms and rigid rules, but
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when that man adopted a loafer’s sireet-corner
stance to approach the Deity, I groaned inwardly.
Are we so far from sensing the propriety of our
attitudes in public prayer that we can nonchalantly
act like men on the street?
Oh, no!
H.W.L.

THE THIRD  THE Jews were under the Roman
MILE yoke. This iron monarchy op-

pressed the peaceful citizens and
suppressed the revolutionary. The Roman soldier,
when tired of carrying his own shield, was
privileged to command a Jew to carry it one mile.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ’s counsel was
“And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go
with him twain” (Matt. 5:41).

Our difficulty, however, lies in the first mile—not
the second. To retaliate, to repay in kind, to “get
even,” or to avenge an insult is second nature to
most men. Instruments of retaliation are many and
varied. Men have used swords, gune, slander, com-
mittees, and occasionally the pulpit. Pity that un-
happy congregation who bears the burdens of a
work-a-day week and comes to church seeking re-
newal of spirit only to be treated to a tirade against
the minister’s chief adversary. How much can you
take without fighting back? This test, like no other,
measures the depths of one’s own spiritual trans-
formation.

To forgive when forgiveness is not sought, to
love when love is spurned, to forbear when restraint
is ridiculed as weakness, to serve when the act of
love is ridiculed as slavery, this is the excellence of
the Christ spirit, this is the science of the second
mile.

On a ball field thirty years ago I saw this demon-
stration of love. A neighborhood ball game was in
progress and my father was the umpire. Suddenly
he made a call with which the batter disagreed. He
charged my father, and standing chin to chin,
called him unprintable names. Mv older brother
and I took up our battle stations, our strategic
positions giving us an advantage in manpower of
which the young man was unaware. In consterna-
tion I watched my father take this abuse in silence
and then slowly turn his back and leave the ball
field. Suddenly the rocks in my hand seemed
strangely out of place in this atmosphere of the
“second mile.” My brother and I dropped our
“weapons” and slowly fell in step behind a man
who seemed to grow in stature with every step he
took. We were convinced that we had that day seen
a man travel the third mile.

E. E. C.

THE MINISTRY



