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Engineers or Shepherds?
FENTON EDWIN FROOM

Pastor-Evangelist, Georgia-Cumberland Conference

GAZING through the window of a news 
paper building, I watched the giant press 

rolling off the evening News. It is always a thrill 
to see a great rotary at work. But this afternoon 
my mind was especially impressed. Two men 
were standing by that huge creation of master 
minds, seeing that all was well. One had an oil 
can and used it with meticulous care. The 
wheels certainly must be kept oiled. A rotary 
press that pours forth its hundreds of thousands 
of printed and folded copies of the latest news 
needs the care of experts. In minutes these pa 
pers would be on the street.

Turning away, I fell into reflective mood. I saw 
our huge denominational machinery serving a 
great expansion program. In recent decades it 
has rushed ahead with leaps and bounds. And 
should it not? It is God's message to be given 
by God's men to save God's people in time's 
last hour!

Then I thought of the round of activity that 
seems to engulf us as gospel ministers. I began 
to measure the flow of counsels that pours over 
a busy pastor's desk. And along with the regu-
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lar and irregular duties there come, in addition, 
numerous requests from vital, important, and 
efficient departments all so needy and neces 
sary.

Then I asked myself solemnly, What am I 
able to do with the continuous round of must 
responsibilities that grow daily as a river that 
overflows its banks? I pondered. Am I so over 
whelmed with routine duties that I am just 
"oiling the machinery"? Is oiling the machine 
enough? A thousand thoughts surged through 
my mind, for the press had become a sermon 
to me. And I found myself praying, "God give 
us the physical strength to care for the necessary 
routine duties, and added grace to learn the 
secret of giving more time to the supreme ob 
jective of the gospel ministry the saving of 
souls perishing in sin."

Is not this our greatest and most urgent task 
in these climactic hours? We must be more than 
spiritual engineers. Above all things we must 
be rescuers who can lift men from the sea of 
sin and plant their feet on the path that leads 
to God and home.
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In This Issue
'" f~W~t HE second week of the Bible Conference 

A is reported in this issue of THE MINISTRY, 
beginning on page 4. A thoughtful article by 
Alfred Vaucher on "The Minister and the Holy 
Spirit" is found on page 7, and on page 9 the 
first part of a two-part article by L. C. Evans 
on "Calls How They Originate and Our Atti 
tude Toward Them."

The gripping report by L. E. Froom of the 
"Third Extension School Held in Mexico" on 
page 22 will be read with keen interest. See 
pictures on pages 24, 25, and 26.

Among other fine articles is Lynn H. Wood's 
on page 15, in the Pulpit section, on "The Gift 
of God's Grace."

Cover Dieringhausen Church, Germany

THE Dieringhausen church in the 
Rhineland has an auditorium seat 
ing two hundred and an adjoining 
room for the children and youth 
seating about forty.

The lo£t over the main audito 
rium was so constructed that for 
youth rallies about sixty persons 
can spend the night there on straw 
mattresses. Thus it is possible in 

this beautiful area surrounded by mountains and 
forests to conduct such gatherings.

The Dieringhausen church is one of the many 
refugee churches in the West German Union which, 
with a small nucleus of members at the close of the 
war, was able to take in many of our refugees  
these poorest of all fellow believers in the faith, who 
had to leave their homes and all they possessed. 
Some of them while en route lost loved ones in 
the most terrible ways and they themselves went 
through inhuman sufferings and privations. Before 
the war the church membership in Dieringhausen 
was barely forty. Today it is about one hundred, 
besides friends and children, so that the new chapel 
encloses a circle of about 150 persons.

Much work on the new structure, from the dig 
ging for the foundation, to the masonry, to the roof 
and the inside finishing, was done by the church 
members in the evenings and on Sundays.

W. Gehl, who this year is completing his twenty- 
fifth year of service in the cause, is the pastor. He is 
active in giving Bible studies and holding public 
meetings to reach the inhabitants of the region, 
who in general are religiously inclined. Both church 
members and youth are taking seriously their vows 
made at the dedication of the church, and are sup 
porting their pastor in his work to the best of their 
abilities and with happy hearts.

Our hearts are often moved as we see the many, 
many Adventist congregations in Western Germany 
who today are still meeting under often lamentable 
and disgraceful conditions. May God give us further 
grace, wisdom, and means to be able to build worthy 
churches for the proclamation of the Advent mes 
sage and for the life of our congregations in our 
now poor and devastated fatherland.

OTTO GMEHLING,
President, West German Union.
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The Second Week of the Bible Conference
ROBERT M. WHITSETT

Associate Secretary, General Conference Ministerial Association

Ti( HE Bible Conference is 
now over. As this is writ 
ten the Autumn Council 

is in session. About half of 
the 450 delegates to the con 
ference have remained for the 
Fall Council, and the rest 
have gone home. But every 

body is still talking about one thing the 
great Bible Conference of 1952.

To describe that great convention is not 
easy. Many declare that it was the most 
important meeting ever conducted by the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. It had been 
thirty-four years since a similar conference 
had been held, and that incidentally was 
right across the street from the Sligo church, 
in Columbia Hall, on the campus of Wash 
ington Missionary College.

In his opening remarks on the first morn 
ing of the conference, Monday, September 
1, W. H. Branson, president of the General 
Conference, told die delegates: "If there 
ever was a time when the church needed to 
preach a united and positive message to the 
world, that time is now. . . . We who are 
here this morning realize that we are living 
in the closing hours of probationary time. 
We assemble here in this conference on the 
very threshold of eternity. It is in such a 
time as this that the church of God must 
give its most potent and powerful message 
to the world. Its preachers should be mighty 
in the Scriptures. I believe that the preach 
ers of the Advent message ought to be the 
most powerful exponents of the truth that 
have ever come upon the stage of action 
since the fall of man. The times demand it." 

With that as the keynote, the conference 
immediately plunged into its work. The 
first week's session has already been re 
ported by L. E. Froom in last month's issue 
of this journal. This will be a brief report 
of the proceedings of the second week.

Interest in the proceedings of the confer 
ence increased with each passing day, and 
by Sunday, the seventh, notebooks that had 
been furnished with the compliments of our 
publishing houses were more than half- 
filled. The first new speaker to make his 
appearance in the second week was John C. 
Trever, executive director, department of
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the English Bible, of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. He has been closely associated 
with the committee that has spent about 
fifteen years in preparing the New Standard 
Revised Version of the New Testament, 
which was published in 1946, and of the 
Old Testament, which was released on Sep 
tember 30.

He came to the Bible Conference as our 
guest to give a report on this monumental 
achievement. Comparing the language of 
the King James Version with this more 
recent accomplishment, he endeavored to 
show that the translators had tried to use 
language more suitable to our day and yet 
to preserve the majesty of the Authorized 
Version. With full knowledge that he was 
talking to a group of Sabbathkeepers, he 
read those portions of the gospel record that 
describe the resurrection of Jesus, and 
showed that the words "In the end of the 
sabbath" (Matt. 28:1) mean after the Sab 
bath was over at sundown on the seventh 
day. Dr. Trever took the time to answer 
questions at the close of his much-appreci 
ated talk, and the delegates took full ad 
vantage of the opportunity.

The devotional messages were given at 
the last period of the morning from 11:45 
to 12:30, with a season of prayer and in 
spiring testimonies following a fifteen- or 
twenty-minute talk. H. M. S. Richards, of 
Voice of Prophecy fame, was the general 
chairman of the devotional periods, but 
because of a slight indisposition he was able 
to speak on only three occasions. E. W. 
Dunbar, J. L. McElhany, and the writer 
filled his other three appointments.

On Friday the program of the day was 
changed to permit the assembly to partake 
of the Lord's supper in the afternoon. 
Glenn Calkins concluded the devotional 
week with an appropriate message at the 
conclusion of the Lord's supper, after which 
the delegates were invited to step up to the 
microphone in front of the rostrum and 
give their testimonies. Their words of ap 
preciation were recorded and will appear 
in the second volume of the conference pro 
ceedings to be released through the Minis 
terial Book Club.
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Prophetic interpretation during the 
whole Christian Era was presented with 
telling effect by L. E. Froom. His four 
studies are summarized as follows:

Our entire scheme o£ interpretation is tied to the 
earlier exposition of the most noteworthy Jewish, 
Catholic, and Protestant interpretations of past gen 
erations. These men labored in erecting the impos 
ing edifice of prophetic exposition. We have entered 
into their labors, as we complete the superstructure 
and put on the crowning capstone. This very fact 
gives us a tremendous advantage and affords an 
unparalleled appeal. We have been called to raise 
up the "foundations of many generations." We are 
the recoverers of the lost prophetic truths that 
have been cast aside by Judaism, Catholicism, and 
apostate Protestantism. We have revived and reset 
them in the framework of the "everlasting gospel," 
in their "present truth" setting. Obedience to this 
Spirit of prophecy mandate has already resulted in 
changing the attitude of multiplied scores of reli 
gious leaders from hostility to profound respect for 
the expositions of Seventh-day Adventists. Through 
this procedure we are now gaining the attention of 
minds that could not have been reached by any 
other medium.

After showing the progressive build-up of the 
great outline prophecies to their present climax, and 
presenting similarly the year-day principle from 
the contemporary Jewish and Christian recognition 
of the seventy weeks, on through the 1260, 1290, 
1335, and 2300 years the inevitability and invul 
nerability of our "1844" interpretation was seen to 
be inescapable in its logical progression. And the 
magnitude of the worldwide Advent Movement of 
the early nineteenth century becomes the earnest 
of its triumph on a scale not heretofore envisioned. 
But the climax of the presentation to the Bible Con 
ference was to show that the prophetic outlines are 
simply the setting for the tremendous redemptive 
activity of God, and that the two advents of Christ 
 to which our message is tied, and upon which it 
is based are the focal points o£ time and eternity. 
Ours is a saving gospel, the "everlasting gospel," to 
be heralded in the threefold setting of the prophe 
cies of Heaven's last-day requirements. And we are 
bound before God to preach Christ as the throb 
bing heart of the prophecies, and to make Him and 
His righteousness the central theme and essence of 
the third angel's message.

W. E. Read began his thought-provoking 
presentations at the 10:20 hour Monday. 
"The Closing Events of the Great Contro 
versy" was his topic. Appropriate charts 
illustrated his remarks, and attention was 
focused on the subject by the use of slides 
on the screen. A summary of Elder Read's 
material is given in the following words:

This study meant a survey of the principles of 
the great controversy that has raged throughout 
the centuries between Christ and Satan. It was 
shown that the conflict was moral, in that Satan 
warred against the truth of God; that it was spirit 
ual, seeing that he carried on relentless warfare to 
destroy the children of God; that it was military, 
because the enemy of souls led the nations in bitter 
revolt against God and against His people; that it 
was retributive also, seeing that at the end of the 
great struggle the Lord from heaven rides forth
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Truth Must Triumph

LOUISE C. KLEUSER

Rejoice, O Zion! In this hour
Let living faith prevail; 

,'ts towers stand, its bulwarks hold 
its palaces shine forth as gold 

Who shall God's Word assail?

Long have ye heard; again ye see
Christ comes He comes with awe! 

Now let our generation tell, 
Fearless indeed of foe or hell  

Firm stands Cod's changeless law!

Truth ever triumphs! Hear, ye saints,
In joyful tones your strains; 

Cod reigns with power from sea to sea, 
And shines forth from His sanctu'ry  

His blessed truth remains!

with His mighty angels to have His "controversy 
with the nations."

These same factors are seen in Satan's final effort 
to overthrow the government of God. In the battle 
of the great day of God, in the war of Armageddon, 
during the period of the sixth and seventh plagues, 
the archenemy concentrates all his hellish malignity, 
all his diabolical hatred, against Christ. It is then he 

.enters into his final contest against the laxv of God, 
into his last attempt to annihilate the people of 
God, into a supreme effort to incite the nations to 
destructive war, and into his momentous and tragic 
battle against the Lord from heaven.

The close of the great controversy is when the 
Saviour as King of kings rides forth with the angels 
of His glory. Then the warfare on earth is stilled. 
"The derisive jests have ceased. Lying lips are 
hushed into silence. The clash of arms, the tumult 
of battle, 'with confused noise, and garments rolled 
in blood,' is stilled." The Great Controversy, p. 
642. Now "the conflict is over. Tribulation and 
strife are at an end. Songs of victory fill all heaven 
as the ransomed ones take up the joyful strain, 
Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and 
lives again, a triumphant conqueror." Acts of the 
Apostles, p. 602.

"Our Bodies A Living Sacrifice" was 
the subject assigned to Doctors T. R. Flaiz 
and J. W. McFarland. Dr. Flaiz presented 
these thoughts:

The prophet Isaiah indicated that the ministry 
of the Messiah was to restore that which was de 
stroyed through sin. Jesus said He had come to seek 
and to save that which was lost, and He gave token 
evidence of His ultimate victory over the evil one 
as He restored men's bodies and souls.

The physical decay and degeneration, observed 
concurrently with the fall of man, resulted not 
from some mysterious malign influence emanating 
from the evil one, but rather from the violation of 
certain well-defined and understandable physical 
laws or principles by which man was intended to 
live. It is consistent, therefore, that those seeking
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restoration of all of their God-given powers should 
take thought for the care of their physical bodies, 
which Paul stated were the temples of the Spirit of 
 God. Without physical health, there can be no opti 
mum of intellectual achievement, and without intel 
lectual capacity there can be no spiritual perception, 
tor this reason, Adventists take a deep interest in 
their own health and in health education.

Dr. McFarland added the thought that one of the 
fundamental beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists is 
that man is to be saved in his entirety. He is com 
posed of three parts, as is clearly set forth in 
1 Thessalonians 5:23. Man's body, mind, and soul 
came under the bondage of sin, and all three parts 
must be saved from Satan's bondage. If we can find 
out what will restore man's diseased body, so that 
his nerves, his heart, his lungs, his mind, and any 
other function is renewed, then we will have come 
across one of the great laws that govern our physical 
well-being.

What are the agencies or remedies that will re 
store God's image in man? The pen of inspiration 
states: "Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exer 
cise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine 
power, these are the true remedies." Ministry of 
Healing, p. 127. Living up to the great laws of 
health will give us good health and clear thinking, 
and thus be an aid in overcoming the enemy of our 
soul. Sanctification means yielding "our bodies a 
living sacrifice."

T. H. Jemison, head of the department 
of religion at Washington Missionary Col 
lege, gave an impressive study on "The 
Companions of the Lamb."

One of the greatest of all inspirations to godly 
living, he said, is a clear view of the future that 
God has planned for those who love and serve Him. 
This is especially true of the picture given in Reve 
lation 14:1-5 and Revelation 7 of what lies ahead 
for the 144,000. They are to stand with Christ on 
the sea of glass, faultless, and with the name of God 
in their foreheads, and there they will sing the song 
of Moses and the Lamb in a manner that none other 
of the redeemed host can duplicate.

Such a reward demands a special preparation that 
is different from the preparation made by others 
who will be saved out of this world. Perfection of 
character is demanded, for one sin cherished in the 
life would exclude them from their reward. The 
144,000 will stand without an intercessor in heaven 
through the time of Satan's greatest efforts to lead 
them to sin. Their pure faith, free from erroneous 
teachings, enables them to be classified as "virgins." 
Their close walk with Christ in this life, together 
with the parallel of their experience with His, 
makes it possible for them to become in a particular 
manner His companions who will "follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth," to view with Him His 
other works of creation and to witness to His great 
redemption. "Let us strive with all the power that 
God has given us to be among the hundred and 
forty-four thousand. And let us do all that we can 
to help others to gain heaven." Review and Her 
ald, March 9, 1905.

W. R. Beach, president of the Southern 
European Division, presented his subject, 
"The Gospel Commission and the Remnant 
Church," on two consecutive evening hours, 
Monday and Tuesday. He said:
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The requirements and privileges of the great com 
mission in the setting of the remnant church are 
crystallized around seven fundamental facts: (1) 
The great commission expresses the essential idea 
of gospel organization and sets forth for the rem 
nant church (Rev. 14:6) the climactic purpose of 
God for the saints. (2) God's plan of salvation was 
grand strategy on a universal scale, embracing the 
world and all men. The total resources of the church 
must be pooled and allocated with this world objec 
tive in view. (3) The intent of the great commission 
was to set an ultimate goal before the church: there 
would be an end. (Matt. 24:14.) This "end" brought 
the future of the world and the church into correct 
focus. The task being limited in time, a sense of 
urgency was to accompany the work of evangelism. 
(4) The thinking of the church must encompass the 
magnitude of the task. The principal areas of earth 
have been studded with beacons of light, but vast 
sections are still draped in darkest night. However, 
the chief problem is not the immensity of the task 
but the measure of our faith. (5) The remnant 
church must carry a universal message to the world. 
That message is the "everlasting gospel" the "good 
news" of pardon for sin, freedom from the dominion 
of sin, and deliverance in the day of God's wrath. 
This message brings the peace, liberty, and security 
to which men aspire. (6) It is the prophetic setting 
and outlook of the last gospel message that will pro 
vide the wings of timeliness and swiftness in its 
proclamation. This distinctiveness will constitute a 
unique appeal to "every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people." (7) The apostolic pattern of 
evangelism will finish God's work on earth. At home 
and abroad, the appointed ministry must lead the 
church in a vast spiritual trek to the ends of the 
earth.

God is finishing His work in the lives of His mes 
sengers. Through His mysterious workings in the 
affairs of the nations He is preparing the stage for 
a final flash of power. His day of triumph is at the 
door!

R. A. Anderson, editor of THE MINISTRY 
and secretary of the Ministerial Association, 
presented his topic, "World Evangelism 
Our Basic Task," beginning on Tuesday at 
the 4:40 period. Several visual aids were 
used to illustrate his subject, and the last 
presentation was emphasized by a large 
wheel, the hub of which was labeled "The 
Sanctuary." "All our doctrines center in 
Christ and Him crucified," he said. The 
spokes of the wheel appeared as the various 
doctrines of the church, and between the 
doctrines were the names of the general 
departments of the church. The rim sym 
bolized evangelism, he said, by which the 
message is to be carried to the ends of 
the earth. The barriers against evangelism 
were depicted by a large map of the world, 
great areas of which were plastered with 
such words as Paganism, Internationalism, 
Roman Catholicism, Intellectualism, Com 
mercialism, et cetera. But God says He will 
break through every barrier erected by the 
enemy. As the texts were read, the words
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were torn from the map, suggesting that 
the whole world awaits the advance of the 
Advent message.

"World evangelism is our task, our basic task, 
and our only task," said R. Allan Anderson. As 
Adventists we have been called into existence for 
just one thing the proclamation of the everlasting 
gospel to every nation, every family and every soul 
on earth. And we are to do this in the most desper 
ate hour of history an hour that calls for big 
thinking, courageous planning, and a faith that can 
pierce the fog of muddled ideas and discern the 
harvest where today there seems but a desert.

Prophecy pictures the third angel's message as 
being preached. Preaching is a divine method. The 
apostles of the New Testament were preachers; the 
prophets of the Old Testament were also preachers. 
When Ezekiel preached, a desert of death was trans 
formed into the parade ground for the living army 
of the Lord. Elijah, Moses, Noah, were all preachers. 
And the Master Himself was the greatest preacher 
of them all. God has brought into existence many 
devices to help forward the message, yet all these are 
to be handmaids of public evangelism. Through 
the "foolishness of preaching" God turned the 
Graeco-Roman world upside down, and He is doing 
the same today. The apostles faced tremendous odds, 
yet they accomplished God's purpose, for in a single 
generation "every creature under heaven" heard the 
gospel. What they did we are to do, but under seem 
ingly impossible conditions. Today the enemy has 
built barriers against the advance of this message 
that outwardly seem insurmountable, but God de 
clares, "I would go through them, I would burn

them together." Isa. 27:4. Endowed with divine 
energy, the message of God is to cut its way through 
the strongest barriers. Soon the enemy will be routed 
from every stronghold, and truth will triumph in a 
blaze of glory.

With "The Place of Prophecy in Preach 
ing" as his topic at nine o'clock on Wed 
nesday and Thursday mornings, A. V. 
Olson presented these thoughts:

The divine purpose in pi'ophecy is (1) to reveal 
God to man; (2) to establish in human hearts an 
unwavering faith in God and in His Word; (3) to 
lay a foundation for an abiding, unshakable faith 
in Christ as the divine Saviour from sin and death; 
(4) to make known in advance God's plans and pur 
poses in His dealings with man; (5) to throw light 
on the past, the present, and the future.

If this divine purpose is to be met, prophecy must 
find a big, prominent place in our preaching. There 
must be no place given to human speculation, fanci 
ful interpretations, or personal predictions. As min 
isters of God we are not to assume the role of proph 
ets or prognosticators. Our business is to expound 
the prophecies of the Bible rather than predict the 
future.

The Advent Movement is a prophetic movement 
with a prophetic message for a prophetic time. In 
these last days, when evolution, modernism, and 
false philosophies are robbing mankind of faith in 
God as the Creator of all things, and in Jesus as 
the divine Son of God, Seventh-day Adventists have 
been raised up in the providence of God to pro- 

(Continued on page 33}

The Minister and the Holy Spirit
ALFRED VAUCHER

Secretary, Advent Sources and Defense Office, Southern European Division

us aTHERE is within . 
thirst for truth, justice, 
and holiness that only 

the Spirit of God can satisfy. 
How thankful we should be 
for the marvelous promise of 
Jesus: "If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and 

drink. He that believeth on me, as the scrip 
ture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water." John 7:37, 38.

Taking the living water will do more 
than quench our thirst; it will spread floods 
over the world, not floods of eloquence or 
waves of learning, but floods of living 
water, that water to which the Holy Spirit 
gives life.

A question immediately arises: What are 
the conditions necessary to receiving the 
Holy Spirit?

The answer is found in Acts 5:32: "God

Translated from the French by Leona Glidden Running, 
our copy editor. EDITORS.
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hath given [the Holy Ghost] to them that 
obey him."

If there is therefore a reason why we have 
not yet received the Holy Spirit, it is that 
we do not obey. Such a statement may seem 
daring, for certainly we profess to keep the 
commandments of God.

But it does not suffice to observe the Sab 
bath or to give oneself up to an exterior 
practice of the law of God in order to ful 
fill the required conditions for receiving the 
Holy Spirit. A life of obedience implies 
that in all details we accept the directions 
of the Spirit, renouncing, if that is neces 
sary, legitimate joys, allowable projects, 
real rights. We must obey the Holy Spirit.

An Absolute Sovereign

When the Holy Spirit is given to us, is 
He put at our service, or is He, like an abso 
lute sovereign, to reign over our feelings, 
OIT thoughts, and our acts?

We have in the Bible numerous examples
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which show that the Holy Spirit does not 
content Himself with proposing, but that 
He orders. Thus in the church at Antioch 
there were prophets and doctors who 
sought, through prayer and fasting, the 
directions of the Lord. The Holy Spirit 
answered them by ordering them to set 
apart Barnabas and Paul for a particular 
work. (Acts 13:1-3.) The order was precise, 
positive, leaving room for no questioning. 
And the prophets and doctors of Antioch 
obeyed, as is proved by the rest of the recital 
in the book of Acts.

When the Holy Spirit speaks and orders, 
everything depends upon the attitude that 
we take in the face of that order, for we 
have the ability to accept or to refuse, to 
obey or to disobey. We can exercise our 
liberty in one direction or in another. That 
means that we can oppose the order of the 
Spirit. That eventuality comes about some 
times in an unconscious way and sometimes 
in a conscious manner.

Now, if an individual can disobey the 
Holy Spirit, a group equally faces the pos 
sibility of disobeying. Even a group of min 
isters may disobey the Holy Spirit.

In giving orders, the Holy Spirit may im 
pose prohibitions, interdictions. The book 
of Acts tells us that the apostles were "for 
bidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia." And as they prepared them 
selves to enter into Bithynia, "the Spirit 
suffered them not." Acts 16:6, 7.

Together they had formed projects, 
drawn up plans, organized trips, in full sin 
cerity, without consideration for their per 
sonal interests, and yet the Holy Spirit 
prevented them from carrying out their 
plans.

If we have not known prohibitions of 
this kind, it is perhaps because we have not 
consulted the Holy Spirit, who has His own 
plans, that is, plans that are not necessarily 
ours.

What are therefore the normal relations 
between the minister and the Holy Spirit"?

A very precise answer is given to us in 
Acts 20:22, 23. The apostle Paul has the 
foreboding that serious difficulties await 
him. His brethren plead with him to re 
nounce his project; besides, the Holy Spirit 
warns him that tribulations await him; but 
nevertheless he goes to Jerusalem, "bound 
in the Spirit."

Later he will be at Rome, held by chains, 
but now he is free. He could abstain from 
going up to Jerusalem, he could find
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enough brethren to approve it, but he feels 
himself morally bound. He obeys. He ac 
cepts in advance the sacrifice that his obedi 
ence will impose upon him. He will go, 
cost what it may.

This illustrates the relations that should 
exist between the minister and the Holy 
Spirit. No other attitude would be "nor 
mal."

A Daily Connection Necessary

We are not obliged to accept these re 
lations. We can prefer our will, as did 
Balaam, and seek to exercise a certain pres 
sure upon the Holy Spirit to lead Him to 
change to our point of view, to espouse our 
particular interests. Besides, our relations 
with the Holy Spirit can vary from one day 
to another, from one hour to another.

The example of Peter shows that to us. 
One day he says to his Master: "Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God," and 
draws out the praise of Jesus: "Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee." Matt. 16: 
16, 17. It is the Holy Spirit who has sug 
gested to Peter his beautiful confession. 
But now Jesus predicts to the disciples that 
He will have to suffer much and will finally 
be put to death. Peter rebukes Him with 
these words: "Be it far from thee, Lord: 
this shall not be unto thee." He draws upon 
himself this stinging answer: "Get thee be 
hind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto 
me: for thou savourest not the things that 
be of God, but those that be of men." Verses 
22, 23. On this occasion the Holy Spirit has 
not inspired Peter's remark. In the same 
way Peter was directed by exclusively 
human thoughts when later, at Antioch, 
Paul was constrained to rebuke him openly.

Our relations with the Holy Spirit can 
therefore change from one moment to an 
other. That should make us prudent and 
attentive. The fact that yesterday I spoke 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit does 
not guarantee that today I shall do the 
same. We can go to sleep on our laurels. 
From the mount of transfiguration we can 
be brusquely transported down to the 
plain. Besides, we are nowhere sheltered 
from error, not more so on the mountain  
where the apostle Peter himself succumbed 
to the temptation to pronounce senseless 
words (Mark 9:6; Luke 9:33) than on the 
plain. Our relations with the Holy Spirit 
must be constant; it is the only way that 
we can be kept in obedience.
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The promise of Jesus concerning the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit could not 
be more clear, more definite, more solemn: 
"Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 
... Ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you." Acts 1:5-8. 
You shall be baptized, that is: you shall be 
plunged into a bath of the Spirit. That 
marvelous promise is not yet fully realized. 
We have received a few drops, but not the 
downpour that has been promised to us. 
It is that flood that we should ask for, that 
we should receive ourselves.

But let us leave to the Holy Spirit the 
care of doing His work in us. "We cannot 
use the Holy Spirit; the Spirit is to use us." 
 Gospel Workers, p. 285. Individually and 
collectively we can seek to make use of the 
Holy Spirit. Simon offered money to pro 
cure for himself this power. But his request 
was denied with a severe rebuke because 
he desired to obtain the Holy Spirit for his 
own personal use, for the satisfaction of his 
own interests.

Have we never given way to the same 
temptation? In our prayers for receiving 
the Holy Spirit have we never introduced 
feelings of personal ambition? If we re 
ceived the Spirit in His fullness, what 
preachers we would be! And what success 
we would attain!

The Holy Spirit is our master, our lord. 
He presents Himself to us with His orders, 
His commands, which often do not accord 
either with our ambitions or with our inter 
ests.

We must learn to surrender completely. 
We have not yet consented to that abso 
lutely. There is a danger that we will want 
to hold on somehow to some of our own 
way, in the hope that the Holy Spirit will 
show Himself conciliatory. We cannot use 
the Holy Spirit, either individually or col 
lectively.

We must never forget the royalty of the 
Holy Spirit, before which we are invited to 
humble ourselves, to completely empty our 
selves and let Him take over. We must pre 
sent ourselves before the Holy Spirit in a 
spirit of profound humility, forgetting our 
titles, our positions, our privileges.

The Holy Spirit being our teacher, we 
should maintain the attitude of the humble, 
childlike student who desires to learn from 
a teacher in whom he has implicit confi 
dence and whose every precept he obeys 
promptly and joyously, without having the 
slightest trace of any hesitancy or doubt.

Brethren, let us pray for the right atti 
tude toward, for the right relationship to, 
the Holy Spirit, and we will receive the 
Spirit.

Calls-How They Originate and Our Attitude Toward Them
L. C. EVANS

President, Southwestern Union Conference

PART I

A GREAT number of 
questions concerning 
calls have been asked 

by younger workers over a 
period of years. Young men 
in a constant stream are com 
ing from our colleges and en 
tering the gospel ministry 

from year to year. These young men may 
rest assured that every conference president 
is looking for well-balanced men; fully con 
secrated men; men who are soul winners for 
Christ; men who are able to handle hard 
situations and iron them out smoothly; 
men who are able to grip the masses; men 
who are able to carry a lull, well-rounded 
program; men who are specialists in one or
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more fields of service, such as singers, musi 
cians, teachers, et cetera; and men who 
can adapt themselves to difficult situations, 
yet continue to keep sweet under pressure.

When conference presidents hear of a 
man of such caliber, they make note of it. 
In addition to the above information, his 
age, background of experience, and ability 
to get along with people all figure in their 
rating of the man. Of course, his spirituality 
heads the list of qualifications. Without 
this every other qualification is valueless. 
When an opening comes in any field, the 
afore-mentioned qualifications go a long 
way to influence a committee in deciding 
who shall be called.

If a president believes, from the informa 
tion he has, that another conference has 
just the man who could best fill the vacancy
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in his field, he usually asks the president in 
whose field the man is employed for per 
mission to approach the worker, in order 
to learn whether he would be interested in 
the available opening. Should his president 
say, "No, I should prefer that you do not 
get in touch with our man," in all proba 
bility the worker concerned will hear about 
it later. Then the president is in a predica 
ment, for he may find out to his sorrow 
that for many years the worker, because of 
some reason which even he himself cannot 
explain, has had a more or less suppressed 
desire and urge to labor in that particular 
field. Meanwhile, the place has been filled 
by another, and perhaps both the presi 
dent and the worker feel that it would have 
been much better had the inquiring presi 
dent at least been permitted to talk over 
the matter with the worker.

When a Call Comes

Therefore, as presidents of conferences, 
we usually permit other presidents to con 
sult with men for other places. This is 
especially true if the available position is 
considered a heavier responsibility than the 
one being filled by the man at the present 
time. When such a contact is permitted, the 
worker and his wife should pray earnestly 
about it and seek counsel from their own 
president and possibly from the union pres 
ident also, if they so desire. The counsel of 
the brethren is sometimes helpful in bring 
ing the proper conviction. Men have been 
known to turn down a perfectly good call 
only to find out six months or a year later 
that, because of existing financial or other 
circumstances, their services are no longer 
needed in the field in which they are em 
ployed. Had they heeded the counsel of the 
brethren at the time of the call, they would 
have been given a new lease on life in the 
work and might have proved much more 
fruitful in the new field than in the old. A 
change to a new field frequently serves as a 
real new-life tonic.

Let me say, seriously, yet kindly, that the 
worker who does not receive a call every 
few years has reason to restudy his work 
pattern and analyze carefully the results of 
his labors. The man who is giving above- 
average service will find his services in 
demand. However, if a man's soul-winning 
and financial records have not been such as 
to attract the attention of someone from 
another conference, he will find the zealous, 
enthusiastic, industrious type of worker
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receiving the calls and making the advance 
moves while he plods on seemingly unno 
ticed. There are men among us who turn 
down a call on an average of once every 
two or three years. Their services are in 
constant demand. With only a few excep 
tions, there is generally a good reason for 
calls coming to certain men from time to 
time.

If a call comes your way, thank God for 
it. You will be strengthened by it, even 
though you may not accept it. If a call has 
never come your way, take inventory there 
may be a reason. Some presidents feel that 
the more often a worker moves from confer 
ence to conference (within reason) during 
the first twenty years of his service, the 
greater will be his growth and development. 
The experience of working in three or four 
different conferences during that length of 
time in their early ministry greatly aids 
most workers. This gives them an average of 
five to seven years of experience with at 
least three or four different presidents; at 
the same time they have the privilege of 
associating with, learning from, and observ 
ing two or three hundred different workers.

After about twenty years of such service, 
the average worker is a little more desirous 
of settling down to a somewhat longer 
period of service in each field. Brushing 
shoulders with men in diverse fields broad 
ens one's experience and makes his services 
more valuable to the cause. None of us 
should stay until we feel our work in a place 
is finished. If we do, we may also be fin 
ished! If we are men of vision, faith, and 
courage, with a will to work, we shall always 
be busy and in the midst of some unfinished 
task, as were Moses, Gideon, and David 
when each of them received a call and 
learned that his services were desired else 
where. But a man should not move too fre 
quently, either.

What Is a Call?

Recently a man returning from a General 
Conference meeting said that while there 
he had received five calls. Wonderful in 
deed, if true! However, the facts in the case 
did not justify the statement, since he actu 
ally had not received even one call. He had 
been approached, probably; that is, some 
one had asked about his reactions to a call 
if one should be placed. Many times, how 
ever, these contacts are in no way official. 
Sometimes a worker attending such a meet 
ing sees another worker whom he has
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known for a long time and thinks he would 
be very happy to be associated with him in 
the ministry. Under such circumstances the 
worker doing the contacting often is just 
as willing to go to the other worker's field 
as to have his friend come his way. You can 
see how each man with a little stretch of 
the imagination might report, upon his 
return to his home field, that he had re 
ceived a call, the whole misunderstanding 
being due to the fact that both workers are 
young and inexperienced and do not know 
just how an actual call originates.

A call usually comes after contacts have 
been made and there is a feeling of mutual 
agreement among the president, his local 
committee, and the man concerned. The 
president, if not already authorized by his 
committee to place the call, brings before 
his local conference committee the name of 
the man to be called. After sufficient discus 
sion, if the committee is clear in the matter, 
an action is taken to place a call for the 
man. The president then writes a letter to 
the union conference president, who was 
probably present when the matter was dis 
cussed in the local committee, and asks him 
to pass on the call.

If it is within the union, the union presi 
dent passes the call to the president of the 
conference in which the man is employed. 
It can be stopped even then by the employ 
ing committee or the committee that placed 
the call, if they feel justified in so doing. 
Since our judgment is guided by our infor 
mation, sometimes additional information 
causes us to change our minds. If the call 
is to go outside the union in which it origi 
nates, it is passed on to the General Confer 
ence by the union president, and then the 
General Conference passes it to the union 
president of the field in which the man is 
employed. The president of that union 
passes it on to the president of the local 
conference employing the man. It is pos 
sible, and it sometimes happens, that a call 
may be held up or rejected by a committee 
somewhere along the way. Therefore, a call 
is not really a call until a man has in his 
possession in written form from his own 
conference a letter containing the letter of 
call from the calling organization. Then he 
has a call.

Sometimes a man and his work are well 
enough known for a straight call to be 
placed for him without any previous con 
tact being made. This is unusual, however,

(Continued on page 33}
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The Challenge of Our Apostasies
A SPECIAL committee has just con- 

£\. eluded its work and is now ready to 
report at the Autumn Council. This group 
was called together to consider the problem 
of our apostasies and if possible find some 
way of decreasing these tragic losses. No 
subject could be more important than this; 
and although we thank the Lord that our 
losses are not quite so large as they were a 
decade ago, yet all too many are still losing 
their way and departing from the faith. 
This is a pastoral problem and should chal 
lenge the whole church.

A number of recommendations are being 
placed before the Fall Council. These will 
appear in a later issue. But we realize that 
we are coming to the end of this year 1952. 
In a few weeks many of our church boards 
will be studying our church rolls. Thus it 
is timely to urge our pastors and our church 
officers who will of necessity be dealing with 
this problem that it behooves us to search 
our own hearts before engaging in this sol 
emn work.

For one to be dismissed from church fel 
lowship is perhaps the greatest tragedy that 
could ever come to him. Nothing else in all 
human relationships can be compared with 
it. It is far worse than death. When one falls 
asleep in Jesus he is laid to rest in the sure 
and certain hope of the resurrection. We 
can look forward to meeting him again. 
But if one who has walked in fellowship 
with the people of God should fall away 
and "sever himself" from the company of 
God's people, then that is a separation not 
for time only but for eternity unless a 
miracle of grace might restore him. More 
over, the church should never cease to pray 
for the restoration of that one to the fold.

One who today is careless and indifferent 
may have been brought to decision out of 
great wrestling and prayer on the part of
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some faithful Bible instructor or minister. 
At the time he took his stand he may have 
suffered for his new-found faith. But in the 
joy and enthusiasm of his first love he gladly 
gave up his employment and suffered the 
rebuff of friends and loved ones. Yet, when 
his name is being considered, often the des 
tiny of that one rests in the hands of a 
group that knows little of his background, 
nor have they agonized before God to bring 
a soul to decision.

The church roll is more than a balance 
sheet, and careless members are more than 
just so many digits that can be returned or 
crossed off. They are blood-bought souls 
that cost heaven the death of the Creator 
Himself to bring them back to God.

Some time ago we visited a home and 
found the family sad and wounded. We 
could scarcely understand it, for when we 
saw them a couple of years earlier they 
seemed so happy in the Lord. But something 
had happened. Just two weeks before we 
called a letter had been sent to them, and 
we quote: 
"DEAR BROTHER:

"As clerk of the church I have been requested to 
inform you that in view of continued absence from 
services and apparent lack of interest in the func 
tions of the church, consideration will be given at 
its next regular business session,      [date], to 
dropping your name from membership.

"It is hoped that we may receive an expression 
from you on or before the time mentioned or have 
the pleasure of your presence at said meeting, which 
may tend to obviate the necessity of such action 
being taken. You need the Lord and the Lord needs 
you.

"Very sincerely,

Clerk,- Church."

They were stunned when they received 
that letter, and we too were stunned when 
we read it. It seemed so cold, so formal, so 
businesslike, and so un-Christlike. It was 
true that these good folks had not attended 
the meetings for quite a considerable time, 
but there were reasons. They had been ill 
and transportation was not convenient. It is 
true that had they put forth stronger efforts 
they could have attended some meetings at 
least. But here was a group, not one of 
which knew the struggle those dear ones 
had gone through in coming to a decision. 
But even worse, not one of them had per 
sonally visited them, yet after sending this 
businesslike letter they felt free to strike 
their names from the church roll. And the 
tragedy is that before we arrived, that board 
meeting had convened and these poor folks
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were no longer members of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, at least as far as the rec 
ords were concerned.

As we read this letter and learned of the 
action, we could not help comparing it with 
another letter that had come to our hands 
some time earlier. A 'member of another 
Christian group had become interested in 
the third angel's message and had already 
begun to keep the Sabbath. She was desir 
ous of separating from her former church 
and had indicated her desire to her former 
pastor. He had visited her on one or two 
occasions and later two ministers came, one 
of them the superintendent of the whole 
area. These two men spent four hours or 
more with this sister as they endeavored to 
point out the error of her ways. These men 
were not bitter, but they were greatly con 
cerned. However, their statements and their 
arguments did not convince her. She was 
seeking a clear "Thus saith the Lord." It 
was evident that they were making no head 
way with her. They could not shake her 
faith in the message of God.

But they were earnest men, and after 
laboring hard and long and prayerfully, 
they then produced a document which they 
asked her to sign. It was a testimony to be 
presented to their headquarters showing 
that they had done their best to dissuade 
this woman from her position. This letter 
stated that they had done their best to labor 
with her, and when at last nothing could 
avail, they had then asked her to sign a 
statement clearing them of the charge of 
carelessness. All three signed it the two 
ministers and the sister. It was an eye 
opener to us, and as we compared these two 
letters we could not help feeling that there 
are others who seem to indicate a far greater 
concern for the members of their, flock than 
do we, at times.

It is easy to drop members. It requires 
no particular effort to get rid of folk. But 
as we have already stated, to separate a 
name from the church records should be the 
saddest and most humiliating experience 
that can ever come to a church. Occasions 
will arise when some will need to be dis 
missed, but dare we drop a member from 
the fold of God without earnest, prayerful, 
and personal entreaty? As true shepherds 
let us recall that the great Shepherd of the 
sheep gave His life for the flock. Dare we 
then be careless in our responsibility as 
undershepherds? Some things we will have 
to meet in the judgment. Members who are
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weak do not need dropping as much as they 
need helping. When a child is sick we do 
not drop him, nor do we expose him to the 
cold; instead we bring him into the warm 
fellowship of the home. We assure him that 
he is loved. And should not this be the way 
we should treat every child of God that is 
under our care, especially those who may be 
spiritually sick or have lost their way?

As our pastors and the church elders meet 
with their boards this November or Decem 
ber, let us do all we can to hold our dear 
believers in the fellowship of the saints. 
This is not a plea for a weak membership, 
but it is a plea for kind, sympathetic shep 
herding of the sheep.

Doubling our membership means more 
than going out and bringing in the notori 
ously lost. It means holding all those we 
possibly can and building them up in the 
faith. A disgruntled, wounded ex-Adventist 
is the worst possible advertisement for the 
truth. Let us see to it that our actions do not 
cause souls to turn away from the truth 
with bitter hearts.

There are many causes of indifference 
and apostasy, but let us make sure that one 
of the reasons is not our cold, indifferent 
attitude. When the sheep is lost, the shep 
herd, if he is a true shepherd, will go out 
even at his own peril and do his utmost to 
bring that dear one back to the fold. And 
every member of the church board is an 
undershepherd to care for the spiritual as 
well as the financial and the material inter 
ests of the church, and the spiritual inter 
ests are primary. Then let us build barriers 
against the enemy and hold the flock of 
God in the shelter of His fold. Let us pray 
that the call going out to the world field 
from this Autumn Council will challenge 
every worker, conference administrator, 
and church officer to do a more faithful 
work of shepherding the flock. R. A. A.

News and Announcements

A few days ago Elder 
W. A. Spicer slipped into 
a dreamless sleep to await 
the call of his Lord. His 
work is closed, but the 
inspiration of his life will 
live on. His great faith, 
simple tastes, and con 
tagious optimism made 
him the ideal Adventist

minister. To know him was to love him.
"Let us walk by the same rule." Phil. 3:16.

Ex-Priests
NEWSPAPERS recently carried the startling story of 

Luciano Negrini, an Italian priest who resigned 
from the Roman Catholic priesthood and married 
his American sweetheart. After trying vainly to en 
tice Mr.- Negrini back into the priesthood,   the 
Roman Catholic Church used its influence to pre 
vent the couple from obtaining any kind of employ 
ment or aid in Italy. Mr. Negrini and his bride were 
both close to starvation when the English press got 
hold of the story and released it to newspapers 
around the world. An Englishman read about the 
couple's plight and provided their passage to Eng 
land. Christ's Mission, of New York City, is now 
aiding the Negrinis financially until they can re 
cover their health and find employment.

Dr. Walter M. Montano, Executive Director of 
Christ's Mission, says:

"The Negrini incident is just one of hundreds of 
cases of ex-priests or their families being persecuted
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Ministers and laymen from seven States and two 
foreign countries attended the annual eleven-day 
medical evangelism course conducted at Loma 
Linda, California. Pictured here is Mrs. H. W. Voll- 
mer, home demonstrator, preparing an appetizing 
dish, while observing with interest are Brooks Find- 
ley, left, of Sarasota, Florida, and J. B. Church of 
Adrian, Michigan. The series of lectures and dem 
onstrations is designed to help ministers and other 
denominational workers as well as church members 
develop a well-balanced health education program 
in the church community. The course included 
classes in vegetable cookery, practice of home treat 
ments, physiology, nutrition, and gardening, as well 
as discussions of such topics as how to avoid mis 
takes in preaching health reform. Faculties from 
several of the College of Medical Evangelists schools 
collaborated in the annual sessions, organized and 
sponsored by the School of Tropical and Preventive 
Medicine. W. E. Macpherson, M.D. 

President, College of Medical Evangelists.
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by the Church of Rome. Many priests, when they 
leave the Church, must use fictitious names to pre 
vent the Church from persecuting them. Christ's 
Mission has just published a folder, "5 Priests Travel 
the Long Road From Bondage to Freedom," which 
tells the thrilling true stories of five former Roman 
Catholic priests who left the Church and found sal 
vation in the Lord Jesus Christ alone. One of these 
priests cannot use his real name, but writes under a 
pseudonym to avoid exposing loved ones in Italy to 
persecution by the Roman Catholic Church."

The folder gives a revealing picture of the plight 
of the Roman Catholic priests those still in the 
church who are dissatisfied and those who have had 
the courage to leave it. Copies of the folder may be 
obtained free of charge by writing to Christ's Mis 
sion, 160 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

Week of Prayer and Sacrifice Offering

BY action of the General Conference Committee 
the week of November 29 to December 6 has been 
set aside as our annual Week of Prayer.

Seventh-day Adventists welcome these annual 
meetings. They are set aside that we might seek 
the Lord in a very special way. Without daily com 
munion with our heavenly Father our spiritual 
lives would' soon wither. There is nothing that will 
hold us so definitely to the throne of God and to 
the Advent message as prayer. It is most fitting, 
therefore, that we should seek the Lord in a united 
way during this designated week, all praying for the 
enduement needed for the speedy finishing of God's 
work and for that preparation of heart that will 
enable us to stand in the final struggle. Victory has 
been promised. We must seek God if we would be 
among those who will triumph gloriously.

The times in which we live, the uncertainty of 
life, the deplorable conditions all about us, all de 
mand that God's people enter into an experience 
with God greater than they have ever known before. 
We should make this coming Week of Prayer the 
best in our history. It can be that if we individually 
enter into this season of prayer with contrition of 
heart and xvith a longing for a deeper and fuller 
experience in the things of God.

The readings that have been prepared are most 
important. They contain messages for our time.

Prayer, however, is only one phase, for it is not 
only a Week of Prayer but also a Week of Sacrifice. 
The more we pray, the more we will want to give 
so that the work might be finished. A praying 
church is always a giving church. Our work began 
in sacrifice and it will end in sacrifice. Sacrifice is 
based on wholehearted consecration. It enriches the 
giver and it is the foundation of the plan of salva 
tion. When we are willing to give ourselves wholly 
and unreservedly to the Lord, then no sacrifice of 
our means is too great. The many openings in the 
world and the needs that must be met in the world 
field make it necessary for us to earnestly urge that 
all of our people in the North American Division 
bring a truly sacrificial offering on Sabbath, Decem 
ber 6.

Let us as leaders of the flock of God keep before 
our people the privilege of giving, and plan our 
program so that they will want to do something 
great for God. The words from the messenger of the 
Lord are certainlv challenging: "Unless there is

practical self-sacrifice for the good of others, in 
the family circle, in the neighborhood, in the church, 
and wherever we may be, then whatever our profes 
sion, we are not Christians." The Desire of Ages, 
p. 504. Sacrifice is a vital part of true worship.

W. B. OCHS.

On Christ's Birthday this year, include 
Christian gifts for all ages. Here's one 
interesting group; see others at your 
book store. Last time at these prices.

BABY JESUS ABC 
STORYBOOK Grand 
new book to teach 
ABC's by associating 
letters with first story 
children hear, the 
birth of Jesus. Large, 
beautiful pictures, 32 
pages, 9^2 *1%, 4-col- 
or glossy Kromekote 
cover. No.2720,50c 

BIBLE STORY READERS  
De luxe books for every 
child's library; best Bib 
lical art and modern full- 
color drawings; best- 
loved Bible stories, also 
prayers and poems. Five 
books, 144 pages each. 
Nos. 2171 (under 6 yrs.), 
2172 (6 yrs.), 2173 (7 
yrs.), 2174 (8 yrs.), 2175 
(9 yrs.). Each, $1.25

BIBLE STORIES FOR LITTLE
FOLK Book of 44 Old 
and New Testament 
stories from Genesis to 
Revelation for children 
4-8. Each story illus 
trated with beautifully 
colored page-size picture. 
160 pages.

No. 2736, $1.50 
LIFE OF CHRIST VISUAL 
IZED—Gift set with. 3 
full-color books on the 
life of Christ in picture- 
strip form. 48 pages each. 
675 full-color pictures. 
True to the Scriptures. 
No. 2071, Set, $1.00 
AT YOUR BOOK STORE OR ...

The Standard Publishing Co.
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The Gift of God's Grace
LYNN H. WOOD

Professor Emeritus of Archaeology, S.D.A. Theological Seminary

PAUL says he was called through the grace 
of God to reveal Christ among the Gen 
tiles. (Gal. 1:15, 16.) Many well-known 

definitions of grace come to mind readily, all 
of which express an attitude of God toward 
man. But may not Paul have found a deeper 
meaning in this word? Could he not have been 
attracted by such attributes of God as would 
cause him to aspire to be a bond slave of the 
One he had learned to love, and to spend his 
life in loving service, coveting only a like ex 
perience for all his associates?

Fullerton, in his Legacy of Bunyan, London, 
1928, page 83, thinks grace
"includes purpose, and good will, and love; and we 
do it wrong and therefore maim ourselves, if we 
esteem it only as a perfumed sentiment, a favorable 
inclination, and not as a glorious energy moving 
toward the race with the fulness and majesty of the 
ocean tide."

On page 100 he says, "God created man that 
He might give him of Himself."

Oscar Hardman, of the University of London, 
in The Christian Doctrine of Grace, London, 
1937, page 34, amplifies Fullerton's thought by 
saying:

"God's love has been challenged by the rebellion 
of the men and women whom he has created in His 
own image; and His grace or 'radiant adequacy,' as 
it has been strikingly called, moves forth by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit for man's deliverance from 
ignorance and sin."

Again, on page 30, he speaks of God's grace 
as one of His attributes, saying, "We believe 
God is full of grace, in the original sense of 
the term, which carries the idea of surpassing 
loveliness and beauty of character."

Now look back for a moment and meditate on 
these definitions: Grace is "glorious energy," the 
very likeness of God, a "radiant adequacy," yes, 
a "surpassing loveliness and beauty of charac 
ter." Add to these, statements made fifty years 
ago on this important subject by the pen of in 
spiration, such as: "To learn of Christ means to 
receive His grace, which is His character."  
Christ's Object Lessons, p. 271. Grace seems to
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be a wonderful attribute of God extended not 
to heavenly beings but only to sinners in this 
world.

"God loves the sinless angels, who do His service 
and are obedient to all His commands; but He does 
not give them grace: they have never needed it; for 
they have never sinned. Grace is an attribute shown 
to undeserving human beings. We did not seek after 
it; it was sent in search of us. God rejoices to bestow 
grace upon all who hunger and thirst for it."  
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 519.

God hungers for man to become a mere re 
ceptacle for the manifestation of such a char 
acter. The story is told of a rich estate owner 
who offered a neighboring peasant an enormous 
price for his adjoining property. Greatly 
pleased, the peasant had his cottage redone at 
considerable expense, making it as presentable 
as possible. Imagine his feelings when the owner 
said, "Why did you spend all this money for 
nothing? I did not want your cottage, I wanted 
your location!"

As far remote from our present day as 1880, 
Bishop R. C. Trench, of Westminster Abbey, in 
his Synonyms of the New Testament, pages 169, 
168, speaks of grace as "that glorious attribute 
of God," and refers even to Aristotle as saying it 
"is conferred freely, with no expectation of re 
turn, and finding,its only motive in the bounty 
and freeheartedness of the giver."

God's Delight
Paul emphasizes the thought that it is God's 

delight to take souls steeped in sin and to trans 
form the desert of selfishness into a rose garden 
selflessly reflecting the very character of Christ, 
for he exclaims, "Where sin abounded grace did 
abound more exceedingly!" Rom. 5:20, R.V. 
Thus man, in offering God merely a location, 
is enabled through the miraculous contrast of 
divine and human action to present to the uni 
verse a living temple, built on Christ as a 
foundation, manifesting God's perfection as 
seen in His freehearted wisdom, truth, justice, 
and mercy. (See Eph. 2:19-22.) And the beauty 
of it is that this temple is not finished in any
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The God of All Grace

For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift

of God. Eph. 2:8.

Is Grace an Attitude or an Attribute?

THE grace o£ God is the character of 
Christ (COL 271), an attribute not ex 
tended to angels who have never fallen 
(TM 519), but which abounds in plente 
ous flow where sin abounds (Rom. 5:20; 
GW 157). It is an attribute vouchsafed to 
sinners in ever-increasing measure (COL 
125), binding heart to heart (GW 468), 
creating and perpetuating the peace of 
Christ (DA 305). It is an attribute exhib 
ited in the transformation of human hearts 
so amazing that Satan views them as a 
fortress impregnable (TM 18); thus the 
soul is enabled to receive a new endow 
ment of physical, mental, and spiritual 
power (MH 159). It is a life (DA 762) 
planted by the Holy Spirit, working from 
within, quickening the lifeless faculties of 
the soul (SC 20), and overcoming the cor 
ruption that is in the world (CT 251). It 
is an attribute that becomes the founda 
tion of the Christian's hope (GC 256), and 
makes the partaker as precious in God's 
sight as His own Son (CT 60). It is an at 
tribute without which every soul would 
have been bankrupt for eternity (GW 
166), but which is freely given by the Holy 
Spirit in response to the slightest prayer 
of the sinner (COL 206), and may be ob 
tained only through personal pleading for 
a clean heart and a right spirit (IT 158).

period of time, but is to be eternally enriched 
by the presence and control of the Holy Spirit.

"In proportion as the Lord has made them the de 
positaries of sacred truth will be their desire that 
others shall receive the same blessing. And as they 
make known the rich treasures of God's grace, more 
and still more of the grace of Christ will be im 
parted to them." Christ's Object Lessons, p. 125.

Thus not only does each individual living 
temple glory in the priceless opportunity of 
reflecting the attributes of Christ to the world 
at large, but the "spirit of love and the grace 
of Christ will bind heart to heart" (Gospel 
Workers, p. 468), and will "create and perpetu 
ate peace" (The Desire of Ages, p. 305). Such 
a peace is nothing less than a cessation from 
all hostility. Man's selfish ways disappear, and 
he becomes the active exponent of heaven's 
philosophy of life. To possess the very image of 
Christ will be the height of all ambition and 
the acme of all accomplishment.
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Transformation of Character

"The Lord Jesus is making experiments on 
human hearts through the exhibition of His mercy 
and abundant grace. He is effecting transformations 
so amazing that Satan, with all his triumphant 
boasting, with all his confederacy of evil united 
against God and the laws of His government, stands 
viewing them as a fortress impregnable to his soph 
istries and delusions. They are to him an incompre 
hensible mystery." Testimonies to Ministers, p. 18.

Those who will accept these attributes, en 
gendered by the Holy Spirit, will receive a 
new endowment of physical, mental, and spirit 
ual power, having the inexhaustible supplies of 
heaven at their command, and thus achieve vic 
tories that, because of their erroneous and pre 
conceived opinions, their defects of character, 
and smallness of faith, have seemed impossible. 
(See Ministry of Healing, p. 159.) The holy 
character and the very life of Christ are im 
parted freely to all who will receive them, and 
thus the human character is built up after the 
similitude of the divine character. (See The 
Desire of Ages, p. 762.) God thus gives man a 
purpose or destiny so far above his natural 
capacity and power that it can be accomplished 
only through His special creative assistance. 
And this assistance is offered "through the 
mighty agency of the third person of the God 
head, who would come with no modified en 
ergy, but in the fulness of divine power," to 
make "effectual what has been wrought out by 
the world's Redeemer." (The Desire of Ages, p. 
671.) This power works from within, quicken 
ing the lifeless faculties of the soul and attract 
ing it to God (Steps to Christ, p. 20), and thus 
is overcome the corruption that is in the world 
through lust (Christ's'Object Lessons, p. 251).

Grace as an attribute thus becomes the foun 
dation of the Christian's hope (The Great Con 
troversy, p. 256), and makes the partaker as 
precious in God's sight as His own Son (Coun 
sels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, p. 60). 
It is an attribute without which every soul 
would have been bankrupt for eternity (Gospel 
Workers, p. 166), but which is freely given by 
the Holy Spirit in response to the slightest 
prayer of the sinner (Christ's Object Lessons, 
p. 206).

"There is a remedy for the sin-sick soul. That 
remedy is in Jesus. Precious Saviour! His grace is 
sufficient for the weakest; and the strongest must 
also have His grace or perish. I saw how this grace 
could be obtained. Go to your closet, and there 
alone plead with God: 'Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right spirit within me."  
Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 158.

Inasmuch as Christ is the very image of His 
Father, Paul links the two in all his opening

(Continued on page 46)
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Surgeons of the Mind
HOWARD F. MAXSON

Chaplain, New England Sanitarium

PART I

WALKING into the office of one of our 
prominent surgeons, I found him read 
ing with interest from a large volume. 

He told me that he had an operation to per 
form in a few minutes, and while he was waiting 
he was just reviewing what he would find inside 
the incision, so that he would be able to work 
with the greatest efficiency.

There is a lesson here for the surgeon of the 
soul for us who operate with the sword of the 
Spirit upon the mind and heart, severing from 
the soul that which prevents spiritual health. 
Have we spent all our time studying the sword 
and failed to study the mind and heart of the 
one to whom we are to minister? What does the 
sword of the Word of God do, or better still, 
what can it do in the skilled hands of the soul 
surgeon?

Let us look at the mind and give it a little 
study. We will then know how we might better 
use the sword of the Spirit.

In our ministry we often speak of "convincing 
the mind," of "reaching" or "converting" the 
heart. Yet if we were to define the heart, as 
used in this sense, or the mind, we would find 
it a difficult task. This difficulty is shared by the 
physician also. The physician, and even some 
laymen, might not hesitate to draw a picture 
of the brain, but the mind seems a little abstract 
to put on paper. It seems to be more than 
merely the brain. It is a combination of the 
brain plus that spark of life from God that 
makes it function in thinking, reasoning, re 
membering. It is more than this too, for the 
very thoughts, memories, conation (power of 
the will), and habits of reasoning become part 
of the mind, as we shall see. It is this intricate, 
living combination that makes up our individ 
ual characters and personalities. It is a mystery 
of God that He alone can fully understand, but 
one which we, as His doctors of the soul, would 
do well to learn something about; for it is the
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mind, this intricate, living, and delicate com 
bination of thoughts, memories, and reasoning 
habits, into which we must insert the sword of 
the Word.

We might do some reasoning here and decide 
that after all it is the Spirit that does the work; 
our part is to apply the Word. This is very true, 
but not all the truth. It is the Spirit that does 
the healing in a physical operation, but how 
much greater the success and quicker the heal 
ing when the instruments are skillfully applied! 
Because the Great Physician does the healing, 
we do not sit back and teach our surgeons only 
how to sharpen the instruments and polish 
them.

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart." Heb. 4:12.

This instrument that God has placed in our 
hands is a powerful instrument, capable of 
doing great and marvelous things. The greater 
the skill and consecration of the user, the more 
unbounded become the capabilities and power 
of the Word.

The mind is divided into two main divisions, 
conscious and subconscious.* The subconscious 
is usually represented as larger than the con 
scious, or as one writer has stated, it contains 
more unexplored territory than the earth's sur 
face. The conscious mind is that out of which 
we live day by day. It is here we make our 
decisions. It is here all impressions are first felt.

Impressions, or stimuli, enter this conscious 
mind by means of our five senses; that is, 
through one of these senses (sight, hearing, feel 
ing, taste, smell) something is registered on our 
conscious mind. If a stimulus continues long 
enough and makes a great enough impression, 
it becomes impressed on the subconscious mind 
also.

* These terms are used here to designate what we so famil 
iarly consider as states of awareness and unawareness.
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We might illustrate this by baby sister, who 
toddles over to the big black object in the 
kitchen (the stove) and places her hand on it, 
only to pull that hand away and run screaming 
to mother. Mother in turn cuddles her, kisses 
it, makes a great ado over it, and places a big 
bandage on the hand. This bandage is worn for 
several days. Baby sister receives a tremendous 
impression. Several weeks later baby sister walks 
up to a big black object, starts to put her hand 
out, and suddenly pulls it away, and stands 
back at a respectful distance, for up from the 
subconscious has come the thought that big 
black objects are likely to burn. Baby sister's 
behavior has become conditioned as the result 
of the impression made by the big black object 
in her environment. Thus, to some extent, we 
as adults have a character, a behavior pattern, a 
thought pattern, largely determined by those 
things in our associations, our environments, 
that made the greatest impressions upon the 
subconscious mind. That is, our reactions, our 
acts and behavior, our reasoning patterns, are 
controlled largely by these impressions that 
have conditioned the subconscious mind in its 
reaction to outside stimuli.

Let us pause a moment to consider a question 
that may have arisen in the reader's mind: 
"What about the power of choice?" Notice we 
have used the terms "largely determined" by 
the things in our environments, and "largely 
controlled" by these impressions. We have used 
these terms purposely in order to leave room 
for the will, which plays the very important 
part of being the determining factor.

"The tempted one needs to understand the true 
force of the will. This is the governing power in the 
nature of man." Ministry of Healing, p. 176.

We certainly need to impress parents with 
the importance of the environment they make 
for their children. The environment, as it enters 
into our lives by way of the senses, is a series 
of stimuli. Each individual chooses his own re 
action to the stimuli by means of the will as it 
is exercised in the conscious part of our mind. 
It is the resultant choice and the aftereffects 
that make the impression on the subconscious. 
The conscious mind must also deal with the re 
actions of the subconscious mind to incoming 
stimuli.

An illustration will make this clear. An am 
bassador in a foreign country cables the presi 
dent about a situation that demands an imme 
diate important decision. (The stimulus.) The 
president (conscious mind) calls his cabinet 
(subconscious mind) together. The cabinet be 
gins to react out of its past experience, tossing 
up suggestions. The president makes his deci-
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sion, having considered these suggestions from 
the cabinet, his own thought, and the need. 
The decision in turn goes down in history, to 
become a reacting influence in making future 
decisions.

If the president in his own personal character 
growth is a weak individual (because of his 
choices in the past), he becomes largely con 
trolled by his cabinet. Just so the individual 
who fails to exercise his will becomes the slave 
to his subconscious, where Satan takes up his 
seat in the old nature. He becomes a slave to 
the fears, the temptations, or whatever the 
conditioned thought pattern of the subcon 
scious may be.

It is in this intricate array of thought pat 
terns in the subconscious, the old nature, where 
Satan takes his seat, and it is into this intricate 
array that the soul surgeon must insert the 
sword of the Word to bring about a healing 
which is a change of that old nature, a renew 
ing in such a way that the thought patterns 
and reasoning patterns are brought into har 
mony with the divine. How this can be accom 
plished we will discuss next month.

(To be continued)

Adventist Concepts of Church 
Management

LEIF K.R. TOBIASSEN
Associate Professor of History and Religion 

Southern Missionary College

[EDITORIAL NOTE. These articles by Professor Tobiassen 
might well be somewhat of an answer to the question raised 
on page 2. EDITORS.]

PART II

The Principle of Multiplicity of Counsel

IT MAY be natural for a minister who has a 
good education and considerable experi 

ence in administration of denominational ac 
tivity to be tempted to handle the management 
of church affairs largely alone. Many plans may 
seem more quickly and smoothly formulated 
in the quiet of the pastor's own study than at 
a church board meeting, where there may be 
ten or twenty inadequately experienced mem 
bers with the power to vote the pastor down. 
The temptation to make decisions and initiate 
actions without too much consideration for the 
formal rights of the church officers is some 
times strong.

Also, the pastor may have found that church 
officers feel they do not have time enough to 
spend in any thorough study of detailed plans 
and procedures. Often they gladly leave these
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matters with the pastor, because he seems to 
know best; at least, they think he has the time 
to plan and execute the projects. In this way the 
pastor is almost forced, he feels, to act as a 
benevolent dictator, doing things in his own 
way with the passive consent of the church 
officers. It often seems to be the most efficient 
method of procedure.

This temptation should be vigorously resisted. 
It is a question not of convenience but of 
policy. The New Testament indicates that the 
early apostles took counsel with lay brethren in 
the direction of church affairs; the Spirit of 
prophecy supports this practice. No individual 
pastor should allow himself to be so pressed 
for time that he changes a cardinal principle 
of Adventist church management the princi 
ple of multiplicity of counsel. The General 
Conference president works within the frame 
work of multiplicity of counsel. So do the 
presidents of divisions, unions, and conferences. 
There is no legitimate room within the Advent 
ist concept of church government for any 
method by which individual men make deci 
sions and formulate plans singlehandedly. Our 
whole denomination has been built up and 
built up solidly and with considerable success, 
under God, by committee practice, representing 
the principle of multiplicity of counsel. This 
principle should be adhered to in the local 
church as well. God can bless no other prac 
tice.

The local elders should be given explicitly 
designated responsibility, each for some care 
fully outlined phase of church management. 
One should be missionary leader, another the 
MV sponsor, a third should look after .the 
budget, and a fourth in a large church may 
well be general superintendent of the Sabbath 
school. In large congregations one elder should 
be in charge of the platform for church services, 
another should organize the weekly prayer 
meetings, a third may edit the bulletin and, 
perhaps, the monthly pastoral letter. The elders 
may rotate as chairman of the church board. 
Certain elders may keep in contact with the 
Dorcas Society and the Home and School Asso 
ciation or other organizations that sometimes 
are not strongly represented on the church 
board. One elder may act as chairman of the 
church school board. Another may be the coor 
dinator of the musical ministry in the church. 
In very large churches one or two more elders 
should function as associate missionary leaders. 
No elder should be left without some particu 
lar responsibility; each elder should be given 
not only reasonable prominence but definite 
duties.
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What Should the Pastor Do?

But if the elders do all this, and perhaps 
take part in the preaching, is the pastor really 
necessary? If the pastor does his full duty in a 
church, he will educate the elders and the other 
officers so that he can devote almost his full 
time and energy to promoting the gospel among 
non-Adventists. Is not this the Seventh-day 
Adventist ideal?

An elders' conference should be held each 
week or each month; if monthly, it should 
precede the board meeting by two or three 
days or a week. When the distribution of duties 
among the elders has been agreed upon, the 
pastor should take time to talk over with each 
elder individually the scope as well as the de 
tails of his work. Each elder should be asked 
to report briefly at the next elders' confer 
ence.

It would be an advantage if the full agenda 
for the board meeting could be considered in 
the elders' conference first. Each item on the 
agenda should be assigned to one of the elders 
for study, for formulation in writing of a per 
tinent recommendation, and for presentation 
to the board. Thus the pastor need not talk all 
the time; the group of elders appears as the 
pastor's well-directed team of intimate associ 
ates. If the pastor plans to invite guest speakers, 
their names might be submitted to the elders. 
The pastor should also invite the elders to 
provide suggestions for sermon topics, so that 
all spiritual interests are properly cared for in 
the pastor's series of Sabbath messages.

Especially should the pastor take the elders 
into his confidence in regard to new members 
whom he plans to baptize. Although an or 
dained minister may feel he has the right to 
baptize whomever he deems worthy of the 
sacred rite, the church as a whole makes the 
decision as to admission into membership. The 
elders should be personally acquainted with 
those seeking membership, and the pastor does 
well in providing opportunities for getting ac 
quainted.

In connection with the local work of the 
church, among the elders the pastor is the first 
among equals. He is neither their lord nor their 
servant; he is the organizer of their mutual 
teamwork.

Re-emphasizing the Reality of the Deaconate
The deaconate in our churches is a great 

reservoir of spiritual and missionary strength 
to the Advent Movement, a reservoir largely 
untapped, especially in our larger congrega 
tions. In many places the deacons act merely 
as ushers. This may be proper in some of the
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Protestant churches of today, but it does not 
match the urgent world mission divinely en 
trusted to Seventh-day Adventists. The pastor 
who can inspire the deacons with a wider vision 
of their opportunities and organize them into 
broader action will render a mighty service to 
denominational progress.

Immediately upon election each deacon 
should be given (by the head deacon) a list of 
ten to twenty church members with whom he 
should keep in contact. Associated with the 
deacon in the spiritual and practical care for 
this group should be a deaconess (designated 
by the head deaconess in consultation with the 
head deacon). These two, the deacon and the 
deaconess, should be for their group what the 
pastor and elder are for the whole congrega 
tion. If any of the group members is absent 
from church, the deacon or the deaconess should 
know it and learn the reason. If the members 
are sick or otherwise needy, the deacon and the 
deaconess should direct in organizing immedi 
ate help. Spiritual decline should be detected 
and remedial steps taken with dispatch.

The head deacon, with the head deaconess, is 
the chief personnel officer of the church. The 
clerk should pass on to them the name and 
address of each new member and keep them 
regularly informed of transfers. A special ar 
rangement should be made for such church 
members as live away from the city in which 
the church is located; one or two pairs of alert 
deacons and deaconesses should be assigned to 
keep up personal contact with them.

Widening the Vision of the Deacons and 
Deaconesses

One of the difficult problems in many large 
churches is to keep in touch with members who 
move to other places; this can be done effec 
tively only if each deacon keeps in personal 
contact with all his ten or twenty group mem 
bers. He should report immediately any move 
ments in his group; the head deacon and the 
clerk should initiate the consideration of trans 
fers without delay.

In order to perform their du-ties with skill 
:and good results, the deacons and deaconesses 
need instruction in the details of their duties. 
The pastor should conduct a deaconate work 
shop sometime between the day of election and 
the beginning of the new term. If new deacons 
or deaconesses are elected during the year, they 
should not be expected to take up their work 
until properly instructed as to details.

The head deacon and, preferably, the head 
deaconess should attend the elders' conference 
and be fully informed of all plans under con- 

Page 20

sideration. After each board meeting these two 
chief officers should pass on all necessary infor 
mation and instruction to their deacons and 
deaconesses.

An associate head deacon may be designated 
to organize the deacons for ushering at the reg 
ular services of the church, including the prayer 
meetings and business meetings as well as board 
gatherings. However efficient the janitor may 
be (if the church has one), the associate head 
deacon in charge of ushering (or possibly, by 
deputy, one of the deacons) should inspect the 
church and its approaches, including the min 
ister's room and the choir room, at the latest 
twenty minutes before the scheduled time. The 
supplies cabinet and the inside of the pulpit 
should be critically inspected at least once a 
week.

The Deaconate Sponsoring Our Campaigns

The greatest opportunity for the deacon and 
the deaconess to serve the spiritual interests of 
the church comes when a campaign or a project 
is being organized and executed. Each deacon 
should promote each project within his group 
of ten or twenty members. The Ingathering 
bands should closely follow the group structure 
under the leadership of the deaconate. Promo 
tion of financial drives should be through the 
deacons and deaconesses within their regular 
groups.

Almost ninety per cent of the eloquent but 
not too effective promotion of campaigns done 
by the pastor in the pulpit can well be elimi 
nated if the pastor understands how to organize 
the deacons into this type of concerted action. 
The time in the pulpit can be reserved largely 
for worship and preaching; the promotion of 
projects can be done more effectively by having 
each deacon and deaconess talk things over 
quietly with their ten or twenty group members 
in the homes during the week. Of course, a 
system of weekly reporting must be organized 
and strictly maintained in order to ensure full 
efficiency. By utilizing the deaconate and the 
group system, most of the pastor's (and the 
listeners') headaches arising from appeals for 
money or effort during the Sabbath worship 
service can be eliminated.

God's ideal for the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is that each member should be an 
active worker. This ideal can most surely be 
reached by the pastor if he takes pains to edu 
cate the deacons and deaconesses to enlarge 
their vision of the significance of the part they 
should take in the spiritual and missionary 
management of the remnant church.

[End of Series]
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SEMINARY EXTENSION SCHOOLS

Third Extension School Held in Mexico
LE ROY EDWIN FROOM

Member of the Teaching Team

ANOTHER Field Extension School, of six 
weeks' duration, conducted by a teach 
ing team from the parent Seminary at 

Washington, D.C., has just been concluded in 
Mexico for the four Spanish-speaking unions of 
the Inter-American Division the Antillian, 
Central-American, Colombia-Venezuelan, and 
Mexican. It was the third in the series. The 
first, for Northern Europe, was held in England 
in 1948. The second, for South America, was 
conducted in Uruguay in 1950, These extension 
schools have been progressive in value and effi 
cacy. The first was a pioneering experiment, 
breaking new ground but creating a request for 
another. The second, building upon the path- 
finding experience of the first, established the 
pattern and left abiding results. And now this 
third school was held at our Montemorelos 
Vocational and Professional College, June 8 to 
July 19.

It has been acclaimed a success by students, 
translators, and division and union leaders 
alike. In fact, it immediately created a demand 
for a similar school for the English-speaking 
unions of the division. Official request for this 
has already been lodged with the General Con 
ference by the officers of Inter-America, with 
the expressed desire for a second follow-up 
school for this Spanish section a few years hence. 
More than that, it has created a conviction on 
the part of leaders who observed the school in 
operation that this extension plan should be 
come a permanent and regular provision for all 
divisions desiring it. (The fourth is already 
scheduled for South Africa for December-Jan 
uary.)

The teaching team was comprised of Dr. Sieg 
fried H. Horn, director, who gave a strong 
course on Old Testament Backgrounds, with 
impressive historical and archaeological sup 
porting evidences; Melvin K. Eckenroth, who 
presented the fundamental principles of suc 
cessful evangelism and Christ-centered presenta 
tion of all truth; and LeRoy E. Froom, who 
gave the historical backgrounds of our prophetic 
faith and applied them to the great advance 
just before us. To these regular courses should
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be added the final week of highly helpful in 
struction during the chapel periods, given by 
Arthur L. White, on the Spirit of prophecy.

Fivefold Formula of Success

The strength of the work done may be at 
tributed to five factors: (1) The strong moral 
support of the divisional and Mexican union 
leaders. Finer backing and participation could 
not have been given Lloyd L. Reile, acting for 
the division as assistant director for the first 
three weeks, and Arthur H. Roth, carrying 
through to successful conclusion for the final 
three weeks, culminating in modest graduation 
exercises on July 19. (2) The highly competent 
work of the leading translators Henry J. West- 
phal, William E. Baxter, Jr., Charles Taylor, 
and Arthur H. Roth all second generation 
missionaries with skilled knowledge of the 
Spanish. (3) An eager student body evange 
lists, pastors, teachers, administrators, editors, 
and Bible instructors who came to study and 
to learn. (4) The close integration and unity of 
the subjects taught and their definitely practical 
nature. (5) The highly spiritual and construc 
tive character of the classes, chapel periods, and 
teacher counsels.

There was solid scholastic requirement, with 
appropriate tests. But the greatest contribution 
was doubtless in the new concept of this mes 
sage that was brought to the men its dignity, 
soundness, power, and appeal, and the world 
character of the truths whose time for utterance 
has come. The courses given helped to change 
the basic attitude of the students from defenders 
of a small and despised sect to champions of the 
majestic truth of God set for this hour, and not 
only supported by the truth of the ages, but 
now buttressed by evidences utterly beyond our 
former limited concepts. The work was defi 
nitely constructive and faith-building. It left 
men with a reverent confidence in its glorious 
triumph. And its total effect was not only to 
broaden the horizons and to enlarge the work 
ers' concept of this message but to foster a 
world unity of spirit that is supremely needed 
today. Its end result was the creating of a pas-
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sion for study and greater efficiency in ministry 
that will assuredly be heard from in days to 
come. Its goal was to produce not only ardent, 
intelligent, and skilled crusaders for a cause, 
but men surcharged with divine power, com 
bined with human skills, and buttressed by un 
shakable convictions.

A simple but beautiful climax to the school 
came on the week end of July 18 and 19, with 
the consecration service by the division presi 
dent, Glenn Calkins, the baccalaureate sermon 
by a General Conference vice-president, Louis 
K. Dickson, and a short graduation address by 
the director, S. H. Horn. A surprise response 
from the students was given, with Daniel Mon- 
cada as spokesman, presenting to the parent 
Seminary a beautiful serape picturing a blazing 
torch of truth, with four beams of light going 
out to the four benefiting unions of the divi 
sion. The story of this" school is visualized by the 
accompanying pictures.

Special Emphasis in Chapel Periods 
One week of special chapel talks by Dr. Horn 

brought convincing evidence of the accuracy of 
the Old and New Testament texts. He showed

MEXICO!
MEXICO exuberant, exotic Mexico 

 fascinating land of intermingled rags 
and riches, and disturbing blend of 
ignorance and culture! Your mystic 
lore is overshadowed by the stark pres 
ent realities of desperate need. Your 
intriguing history of buried civiliza 
tions now has Castilian Catholicism 
superimposed upon it as few other 
lands have, with a church in every 
village and a shadow upon every phase 
of life. Your beautiful vistas and tower 
ing peaks are counterbalanced by the 
heartache and heartbreak of benighted 
millions in the valleys and on the 
plains. Your touching poverty and the 
perennial need of the masses of respon 
sive peoples tug at the heartstrings. 
Your national workers and members 
are a loyal integral part of the world 
brotherhood and fellowship of the 
Advent faith. And the foreign mission 
aries in service in your midst are unsur 
passed anywhere in talent and devo 
tion. So, Mexico, while we bid you a 
reluctant adois, great things are ex 
pected of you.

how the manuscript discoveries of the last hun 
dred years have re-established, first, the authen 
ticity of the text of the New Testament, and 
now, more recently, the reliability of the Old 
Testament. He pointed out how the discovery 
of the Dead Sea Hebrew scrolls has vindicated 
our faith in the text of the Old Testament 
Scriptures transmitted to us. Also he showed 
how a very recent discovery of Jewish docu 
ments, written in the time of Nehemiah, has 
given us the extra-Biblical proof of the exist 
ence and observance of an autumn-to-autumn 
calendar reckoning among the Jews of that 
period. This evidence furnishes a solid scientific 
foundation for our view that the date of the 
decree of Ezra 7 is 457 B.C.

And during the last ten days of the school 
Arthur L. White, of the E. G. White Publica 
tions, gave a vivid portrayal of the life and 
ministry of Ellen G. White. He sought to build 
a. sounder basis for confidence through better 
acquaintance with the manifestation of the pro 
phetic gift of the Spirit of prophecy. This was 
accomplished by the recital of experiences of 
early days illustrating the manner in which the 
Lord led, protected, and enlightened His peo 
ple. The stories told, the pictures used, the in 
teresting exhibits of rare documents displayed, 
and the question hour, all helped to create a 
better understanding of the plan and usefulness 
of the prophetic gift. All came to feel that they 
almost knew Ellen White personally, and were 
better prepared to make the best use of the 
counsels given.

Listening In on the Classes

A few sentences from two of the classes might 
be of interest. Here is M. K. Eckenroth speak 
ing to his evangelism class:

"Evangelism is to occupy an ever larger place in 
the planning of the Adventist worker. This is to be 
more marked as we enter the swiftly moving events 
of the last grim hours of earth's history. Because 
of the conditions existing in these unusual times 
the evangelistic perspective must of necessity submit 
to adaptation. Only in this way can the evangelist 
adequately meet the ever-shifting psychology of the 
times. An expression of genuine love as true reform 
ers will make the work of the Adventist evangelist 
the foremost in all the world. The basic philosophy 
that underscored the Master's evangelism and His 
manner of work must occupy an increasingly large 
place in our twentieth-century planning.

"Like the Master Evangelist, we too must learn 
how to begin propitiously with the people where 
xve find them, and then, with proper fraternization, 
gain their confidence, and thus with patience and 
love lead them into the full sunlight of the truth 
without the employment of endless argument, cold 
logic, and legalistic debate. This is the way Christ 
led the people of His day from their low levels of

(Continued on page 26)
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1. Query Hour, for Sundry Questior 
Parting Admonitions During the Fin 
for Comfort in Sweltering Montemore 
phal, Registrar; Lloyd L. Reile, Tr; 
First Half of Course (Followed by $ 
Weeks); Henry J. Westphal, Translate 
Dr. S. H. Horn, Director and Instruci 
and Bible Teacher at Montemorelos; T 
lor, Translator and MV Secretary of ~m 
Instructor. 3. Portion of Class in Prop) 
and Translator in Action and Familia 
A. R. Monteith, at Commencement H< 
Exercises. 5. Full Student Group, With 
ers in Center of Front Row. 6. Respo 
the Graduation Exercises. 7. Surprise 
Made by Daniel Moncada, of Beauti 
Parent Seminary. 8. Arthur Roth, Tra; 
Hour, Before the Certificates Were Iss 
Attainment to Senorita Piedad Rodrig 
bara Westphal at Lower Right, Whc
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ON SCHOOL IN PICTURES 
is Directed to the Instructors, and 
al Week. 2. Faculty Group, Dressed 
los: Left to Right, Mrs. Henry West- 
mslator and Assistant Director for 
othur H. Roth for the Last Three 
jr and President of Mexican Union; 
tor; William Baxter, Jr., Translator 
j. E. Froom, Instructor; Charles Tay- 
Mexican Union; and M. K. Eckenroth, 
detic Interpretation, With Instructor 
ir Chart on Board. 4. Chorus, Under 
)ur, and Faculty Row at Graduation 
Faculty and Commencement Speak- 

nse From One of the Instructors at 
Student Response and Presentation, 
ful Serape for Transmission to the 
nslating for Dr. Horn at Graduation 
ued. 9. Presentation of Certificate of 
;uex, Bible Instructor. Registrar Bar- 
> Handed Certificates to Dr. Horn.
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SUNDRY SCENES AT MONTEMORELOS
1. Students Examining E. G. White Documents During Pastor Arthur White's Week of Chapel Talks.
2. Plane Piloted by William Baxter, Jr., Enabling Him to Penetrate Otherwise Inaccessible Rural Com 
munities in Medical Missionary Work. 3. In Lighter Vein, a Saturday Night o£ Typical Mexican Music, 
With Giant Marimba, and Vocalists in National Garb. 4. Farewell Serenade Beautifully Rendered at the 
Midnight Hour Before the Departure of the Instructors.

Third Extension School
(Continued from page 23)

spiritual perception to the high vistas of His eternal 
kingdom. Every utterance of the Master, each look 
of tenderness, even the tones of His voice, gave 
unerring evidence of His identification with them 
and their interests. Thus they loved to be in His 
presence and learn of His kingdom. This is the 
twentieth-century challenge to the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist evangelist."

Next comes the class in prophetic interpreta 
tion. Here is what the instructor is saying:

"Ours is the task of fostering the true world con 
cept of our movement and mission, the essential 
unity of our forces and operations, the spiritual 
dynamic awaiting our reception, which alone will 
finish the work. It is this spiritual emphasis on the 
prophecies as setting forth not merely the sequence 
of empires, or even the development of a contro- 
versv, but the unfolding of the great redemption 
activity of God as centered in the first and second 
advents of Christ, with the final preparation of a 
people readied to meet God that is the supreme 
purpose of it all. This lifts prophecy out of a 
detached recital of conflicting forces to a powerful 
evangelistic appeal. It changes it from a body of 
intellectual truth to a moving power drawing the 
soul Godward.

"Moreover, it automatically changes our entire atti 
tude from defense of unpopular prophetic truth, re 
garded by the modern religious world as a heretical 
innovation, to the conscious recovery and the cham 
pionship of the true orthodoxy of the early church, 
and the restoration and consummation of the Refor 
mation. It puts us in the line of the true reformers of 
the centuries, in contrast with the latter-day depar 
tures from the purer faith that surrounds us. It is 
a restoration, just as with the Sabbath, immersion, 
or conditional immortality. This creates tremen 
dous personal conviction and power of appeal, lift 
ing prophecy to its rightful, primary place as an 
unparalleled evangelistic force for the winning of 
souls."

Practical Medical Missionary Work

Two related features are likewise to be noted. 
One was the highly practical medical missionary 
work of translator Baxter, Bible teacher at our 
Montemorelos training school, whose faithful 
work on a unique missionary project was 
brought to fruitful climax during the extension 
school in the dedication of a modest little 
church at Rayones, hidden away in a secluded 
valley, accessible only by airplane piloted by 
Pastor Baxter a "Stinson 150" shown in 
the picture. Fourteen lives had been saved by
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bringing persons seriously ill to the Monte- 
morelos hospital. Twenty-five patients had been 
carried to the place of help. A company of be 
lievers has been formed, and is now provided 
with a house of worship. This was the reward of 
such pioneering service.

Classroom Principles Applied in Effort

The leading corollary of the school was a 
limited series of evangelistic meetings conducted 
in Mexico City by M. K. Eckenroth from July 
13 to August 24. Many of the students of the 
extension school participating in the Mexican 
Union session immediately following thus had 
opportunity of observing the principles taught 
in the classroom put into practical field opera 
tion. Techniques such as the organization of a 
correspondence school, the prayer list plan, the 
registry plan, et cetera, were seen in actual oper 
ation.

The meetings were unique in that they were 
conducted on a bilingual basis. By means of 
two projectors the various texts, quotations, 
charts, et cetera, could be projected simultane 
ously on a central screen. This feature attracted 
a bilingual audience of English- and Spanish- 
speaking people. An opaque projector was 
employed in illustrating the songs for this 
bilingual audience. Royal Reid, of Southern 
California, led the music, with Beth Thurston, 
of the Voice of Prophecy, at the organ. Mary 
Walsh, of the Columbia Union, directed the 
personal work and conducted instructional 
classes among the laymen workers. Charles Tay- 
lor, of the Mexican Union, served as translator. 
The objective was to provide a laboratory for 
our pastors and Bible instructors.

The difficulties were very real. Catholic lead 
ers warned the people to stay away from the 
services. Nuns went from door to door admon 
ishing the people. The familiar threat of ex 
communication was employed and threat of 
business boycott is very real to those who are 
in Mexico purely for business purposes. But the 
attendance of nationals continued at capacity.

Mexico Had Own Advent Herald in 1834

One fascinating accompaniment of the trip 
to Mexico was the pursuit of a special research 
project securing all available source data from 
the libraries at Monterrey, Mexico City, Toluca, 
and Puebla concerning Jose Maria Gutierrez 
de Rozas, Mexican high court justice. He had 
published three works in Mexico bearing upon 
the Second Advent. In 1834 he wrote that the 
great meteoric display of November, 1833, seen 
all over Mexico, was a sign of the Second Ad 
vent of Christ, which he believed to be near.
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He is thus another link in the impressive global 
chain of witnesses, this time in Inter-America, 
concerning the world-encircling nineteenth-cen 
tury witness, doubtless influenced by Lacunza's 
writings at the turn of the century. This testi 
mony was needed to round out the evidence of 
volume 4 of Prophetic Faith, showing the world 
character of this breaking forth of the great 
Second Advent message. This was similar to the 
evidence on Francisco Ramos Mexia, in Argen 
tina, previously obtained after extension school 
number two.

Fundamental Principles and Obvious Lessons

This recital is designed to be more than a 
mere report. It is an analysis and an appraisal 
of the extension-school plan. There was a wide 
range of educational background among the 
students. Some had full college training; others 
had but a few grades of formal schooling. But 
all were helped, and we must never exclude 
the most needy from our efforts. It is to be 
remembered that God often uses humble instru 
mentalities to accomplish His greatest marvels 
of transforming grace. In the Mexican Union 
session immediately following the extension 
school, reports from the various missions were 
given. Some of the most moving and amazing 
results in evangelistic advance were told by 
simple, devoted men who had had much diffi 
culty scholastically in the extension school. 
They did not have sufficient background train 
ing to win the academic laurels, but they ab 
sorbed much and were definitely helped. In all 
probability they may use it more definitely than 
some of the more highly trained. They belonged 
in the school. It would have been wrong to 
exclude them.

The lesson is obvious: We must be careful 
how we measure men. It is entirely possible to 
have an artificial evaluation that God does not 
recognize or approve. Moreover, it would be 
quite unlikely that certain college-trained work 
ers who walked away with the academic honors 
could successfully live and happily work with 
some of the primitive tribes and peoples where 
God is doing His greatest wonders. The condi 
tions would pall on them, and they would not 
be willing to remain. But these humbler men, 
themselves lifted from such backgrounds, joy 
fully and successfully continue to do exploits 
for God in such environs. This is one of the 
fundamental lessons learned, indicating that 
our extension schools must accommodate them 
selves to the conditions and deal with the reali 
ties, meeting every need and challenge of the 
field. We must not become so scholastic as to

{Continued on page 46)
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VANGELISM WL

Church Revivals
G. A. COON

Southern Union Conference Revivalist

IN ALL revival work there is a threefold 
basic purpose: (1) to deepen the spiritual 
atmosphere of our churches, (2) to train 

and set to work an enthusiastic group within the 
churches, and (3) to secure decisions for Christ.

That the church needs to be sweetened and 
uplifted is self-evident. The messenger of the 
Lord informs us as ministers that it is because 
of the condition of our churches that the Lord 
does not now work to bring more into the 
truth. Therefore our work begins with our own 
members.

On the other hand, we are informed that we 
should not hover over our churches, but lead 
them into enthusiastic missionary endeavor. 
Only that type of work in the churches which 
teaches them to win souls is endorsed by the 
Master. This is the work of the church.

When the members are inspired to work for 
others, then it is that we are prepared to get 
decisions. People may then be brought into the 
church witl* the hope of receiving love and fel 
lowship instead of blighting criticism or cold 
austerity.

Prerevival Organization

Anticipating the revival, the pastor should 
thoroughly and enthusiastically organize the 
church. The church should be divided into very 
small bands, with not more than five or six 
in each. The purpose of this band organization 
is twofold: (1) Bands serve as individual prayer 
groups; (2) they help swell the attendance. 
Such nationally recognized evangelists as Billy 
Graham strongly emphasize these prayer bands. 
They are sometimes organized weeks before the 
evangelist appears on the scene. Some large 
cities have called for a thousand prayer bands 
before Billy Graham's arrival. Often some peo 
ple are converted before the revival ever starts. 
For each prayer band a special list of names 
should be gathered, which is presented before 
the Lord.

Then as the revival itself begins, each prayer
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band functions to help build the attendance. 
Band leaders should meet almost daily to com 
pare notes, exchange experiences they can pass 
on to their bands, and encourage one another 
to greater effort for Christ. Our pastors are en 
couraged to put much thought and prayer into 
the prerevival planning in an endeavor to stim 
ulate the interest of the church and help the 
members look forward with keen anticipation 
to the joy of actually seeing souls brought to 
Christ, and further helping with this greatest 
of all tasks.

The prerevival organization takes some time, 
but it will net great results. My experience leads 
me to believe that we can average twenty-five 
decisions for the truth in each revival where the 
small-band plan is thoroughly organized and 
smoothly functioning several weeks before the 
revival itself begins. The largest number of 
souls thus far to make decisions during one 
revival this year is thirty-five. Fourteen of these 
were baptized before the revival's end, about 
twenty within the next two months, and still 
others have made decisions since that revival 
and are planning on early baptisms.

The revival should last at least two weeks. 
The first week is dedicated to the church mem 
bers, but the public is welcome; the second 
week is dedicated to the public, and the church 
members are welcome.

The Soul-winning Class

During the first week a regular course in soul 
winning is conducted. The textbook, Path to 
the Heart, has nine lessons, titled as follows: 
"Jesus Only," "Operation Jesus," "Jesus Prepares 
You," "Jesus Not Argument," "Jesus Not 
Condemnation," "Witnessing for Jesus," "Jesus 
Inspires Hope," "Jesus Quickens Faith/' and 
"Jesus Loves." A brief examination follows 
these studies, and a certificate is presented to 
each one completing the course.

Encouraging testimonies are given by those 
who have completed this simple course, during
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which a textbook is studied and an endeavor is 
made to learn from one another. A pastor of 
one of our larger churches said at the close of 
the course, "Every member of the church should 
take this soul-winning course." Scores of people 
have felt that this was the first time in their 
lives that they could actually go out and win 
a soul to Christ.

Public Meetings

The second phase of the revival is for the 
public. The church members composing the 
bands are to assure the attendance. More peo 
ple come through personal invitation than 
through all other forms of advertising combined.

I usually launch the meetings for the public 
on a Sunday night. In connection with this sec 
ond week I use a little workbook entitled God's 
Choicest Gifts. It was composed with spiritual 
clinic work in mind. It is available for the peo 
ple each night and is used in connection with 
the sermon as well as in the aftermeeting. One 
page is especially for those who need victory 
over such habits as the use of tobacco or alco 
hol. After the concluding of the evening service 
with an appropriate chorus, the audience is 
asked to consider this chorus the benediction 
and to feel free on the second singing of it to 
leave. Any who desire definite victory over evil 
habits are invited to come forward to the altar.

Sometimes on the very first Sunday night 
lasting victories over alcohol, tobacco, and other 
habits have been obtained. Some of the worst 
cases have had such complete victory that they 
have joined in visiting others in similar need 
and claiming victory for them even before the 
end of the week.

The Afterservice

When a man comes forward for victory over 
outstanding habits such as alcohol and tobacco, 
he is shown the simple ABC's of release. The 
A is to ask God for victory while putting his 
hand right on a Scripture promise. The B of vic 
tory is to believe and tell God he believes that 
He has through Christ given him the victory 
promised in that Scripture. The C is to claim 
this victory as a present gift while still on his 
knees, and thank God that he has actually re 
ceived it at that very moment.

When he arises from his knees I usually ask 
him, "Do you believe that God has given you 
the victory through Christ, not because you 
feel it, but because He has promised it?" As I 
bid this friend good night, I give him a copy of 
the little workbook God's Choicest Gifts. He 
is urged to take this little book with him the 
next day to work and wherever he goes. It is so
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small that a man can put it into his pocket and a 
woman can carry it in her purse. When tempted 
to reach for a cigarette or a bottle of strong 
drink, he is to reach instead for the little book 
of God's promises and go through the ABC's all 
over again.

A daily praise meeting is also arranged, where 
God is praised for victory with such individuals 
every day, with no exception, continuing for a 
week or two. Sometimes I meet with them twice 
a day for the first few days. This helps to build 
up their faith in God. At times several church 
members are called on to aid in this work, the 
men working for men and the women for 
women. God's gifts are for all. "These signs 
shall follow them that believe" includes the 
laity.

Church Members' Cooperation

In one place several men of the church came 
forward to assist, for I was just leaving for an 
other revival and the pastor was leaving to pitch 
camp for camp meeting. These laymen formed 
a little committee, with a chairman, and ar 
ranged to visit a man who had just won the vic 
tory, one seeing him on one day, another the 
next, and so on. The first several days they 
arranged for two visits each day. An equal 
number of sisters in the church formed a com 
mittee and arranged to visit the women who 
had come forward and gained victory. At these 
little prayer and praise gatherings the members 
are instructed to thank God for the victory 
that is already won not to ask Him for victory. 
They go through the ABC's all over again with 
the individuals, and with their love and confi 
dence it is hard for them to fall. The promises 
mixed with faith are powerful through Christ.

On one occasion the laymen who were to 
visit a man claiming victory decided that it 
would be well for one of them to go home with 
him, since he lived some miles away, and stay 
with him until the first few hours had worn 
away. He was most happy and appreciative of 
this kind support. Then others arranged for 
him to go and help pitch camp, where he could 
be under a good influence for several days. 
Such work by church members proves a great 
blessing to them as well as to the new converts.

Pastor-Revivalist Cooperation

The pastor is a great key in any revival cam 
paign. It is he who makes sure of the prerevival 
organization, inspires the church, does the ad 
vertising, and often leads the music. Also he 
baptizes those who make their decision during 
the revival and are ready before it closes. The 
pastor and the revivalist spend several hours a
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day visiting in the homes of the people. As one 
of them visits with a soul in need, the other 
quietly claims the promise of the Holy Spirit 
and prays for wisdom. Then the second minister 
visits while the first prays silently. This fellow 
ship between pastor and revivalist is very sweet 
and is felt not only in the homes of the people 
but also during the revival meetings themselves. 

At the close of the first Sunday night meeting 
in one revival I invited any who wished victory 
to step forward while the audience was leaving. 
The group was new and strange to me, but the 
pastor knew his flock. Though he had been in 
the district only a few weeks, he had done a 
great deal of visiting. His keen eye noticed a 
man, not a member of the church, who looked 
wistfully toward the speaker, turned to go out, 
then turned and looked back longingly once 
more. By the time the man reached the exit the 
pastor was beside him, quietly asking, "Didn't 
you want to come to the altar?" The man 
quickly responded, "Yes," and followed the 
pastor back to the front. For more than thirty 
years this poor man had been a slave to drink, 
but that night he received complete victory over 
both liquor and tobacco. Before the week ended 
he was out praying for others.

Baptisms

The pastor baptizes all the candidates. Thus 
the new converts are brought close to the min 
ister who will remain instead of to the one who 
will quickly move on to another revival. Since 
the revival is of a different nature from the 
average evangelistic campaign, it is possible to 
conduct baptismal services immediately. In the 
revival the group of individuals who already 
know the truth are drawn from largely. They 
may be relatives of church members or may 
have taken one of the Bible correspondence 
courses. Perhaps they belong to the youth or 
junior group who have attended church and 
Sabbath school for years. During this week such 
persons are converted and openly express their 
desire to belong to the church. Having known 
practically all the truth, they usually require 
only a few hours of final instruction and exam 
ination.

However, during these revivals the conversion 
of a number of those who have never before 
known the teaching of Seventh-day Adventists 
has been realized. These people, together with 
those who have gained victory over alcohol 
and tobacco, join a baptismal class and are 
taken into the church later. In the case of an 
individual who overcomes the habit of liquor 
or tobacco, I never suggest his waiting because 
he is on trial and I want to be sure God has

given him the victory. This woulcl be doubt. I 
merely explain that there is other instruction 
that I wish to give him and that I shall soon 
have another baptismal service.

Let us be of good courage, brethren. The 
great day of God's power is at hand. We can 
hear Him calling, "Arise, shine; for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall 
be seen upon thee." Isa. 60:1, 2.

Lectures or Sermons?
DONALD F. HAYNES 

Student, S.D.A. Theological Seminary

IT IS not easy to find a suitable name for 
the vehicle by which the gospel minister 

conveys the truth of God to a public audience, 
whose individuals have come for various rea 
sons, and in response to various types of adver 
tising. Their presence is a challenge to the 
speaker to impart to them a desire to hear 
more of the truth at some later time; to search 
the Scriptures for themselves; and most of all, 
to know Jesus for themselves.

The choice of a title for the series of dis 
courses will play an important part in the devel 
opment of this response. The distinction in the 
dictionary appraisal of the two terms lecture 
and sermon is slight, but there is a wide differ 
ence in their meanings for the man on the 
street, the man whose presence is desired in 
the tent, tabernacle, hall, or church.

Lecture sounds heavily weighted down on the 
intellectual side, a hangover from the lyceum 
days of chautauqua memory, happy or unhappy, 
depending on the individual viewpoint. A lec 
ture is good for those who circulate in high 
society and tour the world of geography, science, 
music, arts, literature, or politics via the lec 
turer.

On the other hand, the persons who can be 
attracted by the use of the word sermon are 
also rare specimens. Sermon suggests church, 
preacher, religion, and to many a man on the 
street, merely a form of religion that is all right 
on Sunday but not at all necessary on Tuesday.

The first, lecture, is a far cry from the busi 
ness of the herald of the everlasting gospel who 
seeks to catch men standing on the brink of 
eternity. The second, sermon, has no attraction 
at all for the man who has held religion at 
arm's length, dreading the day when he will 
be forced into contact with it at wedding or 
funeral.
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Webster says a lecture is "a formal discourse 
for instruction." Of the sermon the dictionary 
says: "A discourse delivered in public for the 
purpose of religious instruction, and grounded 
in a passage of Scripture." This is closer. We 
can well set our aim in the direction of "dis 
course," "religious instruction," and "grounded 
in a passage of Scripture." But we need another 
meaning like "appeal" or "invitation," and 
both words, "lecture" and "sermon," in the 
area of evangelism, leave much to be desired as 
advertising media.

The Term "Address"

The good features of both words and the de 
sirability of attractive advertising are gathered 
together in a third word that without any of 
the inhibitive factors of the first two says what 
the evangelist is trying to do. The word is 
address. Webster says that an address is a "for 
mal communication, application, or statement; 
speech; petition."

Our efforts to bring the truth to the atten 
tion of the public are "formal," they bear the 
hallmark of heavenly order, they are organized, 
they are characterized by the amazing precision 
of infallible prophecy. They should be the 
efforts of preachers who know how to teach.

Our discourses are "communications." They 
bear the information heaven has dispatched for 
the ears of every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
people. God waits at the other end of the line 
of communications to meet every need of the 
human heart.

The word "application" applies here (with 
a slight shift of meaning) to the work carried on 
by the Holy Ghost in fitting to the listening 
heart the words spoken by the human instru 
ment in the "foolishness of preaching," and 
making sure that God's word does not return 
unto Him void.

"Statement" we need too, for this is a recital 
of God's special message for these special times. 
We are not given to fantasy, to speculation, to 
interpretation, to storytelling. Every public dis 
course must be a clear, Heaven-powered "state 
ment" of truth. If the truth makes men free, 
the "statement" of that truth becomes the busi 
ness to be carried on by the human evangel.

The gospel message uses "speech." It must be 
clean speech, and pure, and careful. The speech 
of the spokesman for God must approximate 
as closely as possible the beauty and correctness, 
yes, the majesty, of the truth itself.

And we must constantly use the technique 
of "petition." We are beseeching men to be 
reconciled to God. We are calling men to follow 
our Lord. We are appealing for heart surrender.
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We are asking men to forsake the world and its 
ways.

This word address fits what we are trying to 
do. For Christ's sake we address ourselves to 
men, their burdens, their needs, their salvation. 
We may have been to Siam or Guatemala, we 
may know something about astronomy or shells, 
we may have made a study of bacteriology, or 
we may have kept bees. But even though we 
have, we are not thus qualified to announce 
ourselves as lecturers. The very word suggests 
that we think we know at least one or two 
things more than Christ and Him crucified. 
The Adventist minister has only one rightful 
role. He is a divinely commissioned agent of sal 
vation. He must learn to speak, as Jesus did, 
with authority. Lecturing is out of bounds. 
James M. Gray has stated it well on page 39 
of his book The Teaching and Preaching That 
Counts:

"Let the world ridicule him; let philosophers 
sneer at him; let the rich or gay deride him; let the 
socialists and communists condemn and threaten 
him, it matters not. The preaching of the cross is 
the only kind of preaching that will be attended 
with ultimate and eternal success, and hence the 
only kind that counts. . . .

"Christ is God's great ordinance for the salvation 
of the world. The preaching of Christ is the only 
thing that can meet lawlessness and crime, the only 
thing that can alleviate human woes, the only thing 
that can pour consolation into the hearts of men. It 
is the only thing that can hold in leash the blood 
hounds of the powers of darkness on this earth until 
they shall meet the Prince of Peace in the valley of 
Jehoshaphat." (New York, Revell, 1934.)

As for me, I have no ambition to be known 
as a lecturer. God help me to win men for
Christ!
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Calls—How They Originate
{Continued from page 11)

since so much time is lost in getting a call 
through to an individual (one to four 
weeks) that it is better to know ahead of 
time if he will accept. That is why contacts 
are usually made in advance of calls. Con 
sequently, it is well to remember that a call 
is not an official call—regardless of tele 
phone messages, telegrams, or personal 
visits from other interested persons—until 
the letter of call has cleared all proper com 
mittees dealing with the call, and one has 
in his possession a letter from his own con 
ference president containing the call. Any 
definite plans prior to this, in the way of 
canceling a lease, renting a house, moving, 
or being too zealous in making announce 
ments, all involve an element of risk and 
embarrassment to those concerned in the 
matter. It could become extremely embar 
rassing to the worker involved should the 
prospective call be canceled for a good 
reason by the brethren somewhere along the 
line.

(To be continued)

The Second Week of the Bible 
Conference

(Continued from page 7)

claim with great earnestness a prophetic message of 
solemn warning against all false worship and to 
sound forth a clarion call to the inhabitants of 
earth to return to the worship of Him who created 
the heavens and the earth and to implicit faith in 
the atoning blood of the divine Son of God. The 
Advent Movement is the promised Elijah, with the 
Elijah message, to prepare the way for the coming 
of Christ. "The most solemn truths ever entrusted 
to mortals have been given to us to proclaim to the 
world. The proclamation of these truths is to be 
our work. The world is to be warned, and God's 
people are to be true to the trust committed to 
them."—Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 19.

A high point of the Bible Conference was 
the graphic way in which Walter Schubert 
presented his subject, "Evangelization of 
Catholics." In spite of the handicaps of lan 
guage (German and Spanish being his na 
tive languages), he stirred the conference 
by his presentation. Charts helped to em 
phasize his message, and all were conscious 
of the wisdom of his approach. Elder Schu 
bert is the Ministerial Association secretary 
and division evangelist for South America. 
Here is a brief summary of his studies:

The first requisite for approaching Catholics with 
this precious message is to love them sincerely. The 
next is to understand their religious convictions, and
NOVEMBER, 1952

feel as they feel on the question of salvation. We 
must apply the great principles of the evangelism 
of Paul, according to 1 Corinthians 9:19-22. To 
the Jew he became as a Jew. And if we would win 
Catholics, we must understand them and be as one 
of them. Holding the interest of Roman Catholics 
calls for tact and patience. "We have found," he 
said, "that the first four lectures should be of such 
a character as to convince the people that the 
speaker sincerely and solely desires their material 
and spiritual good and happiness; and to build this 
confidence and friendship between the audience and 
the speaker, it is vital to dwell on topics that per 
suade the Catholics that the Holy Scriptures are the 
only infallible fount of truth in the matter of salva 
tion." Once they are convinced of this, it will be 
easy to get them to accept all the truths and doc 
trines and to reject all traditions.

To the Catholic it seems more important to know 
which is the true church than to know what is 
truth itself. Therefore it is necessary to expound 
and prove all the truths, especially in relation to the 
sanctuary and the 2300 years. Once convinced that 
the people of God were to reappear in 1844 in a 
church that recovered the truths that had been 
"cast down to the ground" by Rome (pagan and 
papal), sincere Catholics are eager to embrace this 
blessed message.

In one of the question hours R. R. Figuhr 
discussed "Dealing With Unfulfilled Proph 
ecy." He stated the following, in brief:

Seventh-day Adventists are a people of prophecy. 
It was the preaching of prophecy that brought forth 
this church. It will ever continue to be the very 
framework of our message. Adventists must, there 
fore, ever be known as reliable expositors of proph 
ecy. The early pioneers in this message have left us 
good examples of preaching unfulfilled prophecy. 
In no sense were they reckless, precipitate, or hasty.

Moffatt's translation of 2 Peter 1:20 reads: "No 
prophetic scripture allows a man to interpret it by 
himself."* Every student and preacher of prophetic 
Scripture needs help. First of all, he needs the aid 
and direction of the Holy Spirit. Second, he needs 
the help of his brethren. We call big meetings to de 
cide what we shall do and how we shall do it and 
when we shall do it. Then we all go ahead and do 
it together. Our attitude toward preaching unful 
filled prophecy should be no exception. We should 
preach as we work, unitedly.

The great system of truth that has been revealed 
to us and that we have undertaken to proclaim to 
every nation on earth must produce and foster uni 
versal harmony in the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
—a harmony that convinces the world of the genu 
ineness of the faith we hold. This unity will not be 
evident in the church unless it is evident in our 
preaching. Our dependence upon one another in 
guarding the unity of the faith is clearly set before 
us in the following quotation:

"There are a thousand temptations in disguise 
prepared for those who have the light of truth; and 
the only safety for any of us is in receiving no new 
doctrine, no new interpretation of the Scriptures, 
without first submitting it to brethren of experience. 
Lay it before them in a humble, teachable spirit, 
with earnest prayer; and if they see no light in it, 
yield to their judgment; for 'in the multitude of

*From The Bible: A New Translation by James Moffatt, 
copyrighted 1922, 1935, 1950, by Harper & Brothers. Used by 
permission.
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counselors there is safety.' "—Counsels to Writers 
and Editors, p. 47.

In this world of ours, so divided and diversified, 
there must be seen God's great miracle of a united 
church, the miracle for which Christ deeply yearned 
and earnestly prayed, "that they all may be one." 
The apostle takes up the same plea: "Now I beseech 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment." 1 Cor. 1:10.

L. K. Dickson presented the great subject 
of "The Holy Spirit and the Latter Rain." 
No more important theme could come be 
fore a group of Bible students than the 
work of the Holy Spirit. He discussed the 
personality of the third person of the God 
head and showed how His ministry as com 
forter, guide, intercessor, et cetera, enters 
into the experience of the Christian in his 
warfare against sin.

It is plain from the Scriptures and the messages 
of the Spirit of prophecy that the former and the 
latter rain constitute the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
which is now due and which will be bestowed upon 
the lives of the remnant people of God as they ear 
nestly seek it in prayer and entire consecration to 
God's service.

Emphasis was given to the close relationship be 
tween the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and person 
ally witnessing for Christ, and also to the prepara 
tion of heart and life for effectually praying for this 
promised power. It was shown that true preparation 
for the reception of the latter rain was identical 
with preparation to receive the seal of God, and at 
tention was called to the fact that those who receive
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this final outpouring will be those who have first 
entered into the benefits provided under the former 
rain. Great power is promised to the church even 
under the former rain. Let us all seek to enter into 
these things that we may possess the "added" power 
of the latter rain.

Our General Conference president pre 
sented in three evening sermons the theme 
that was the center of the entire conference, 
"The Lord Our Righteousness." It was sig 
nificant that without conferring with one 
another every speaker unfolded something 
of this subject. This in itself revealed the 
new emphasis being given to our message.

W. H. Branson unfolded the subject with 
unusual clarity and power. In brief, these 
were the main points:

The entire human family has been sold into the 
slavery of sin. The only way of escape from the 
inexorable penalty of the law is through a complete 
exchange of the sinner's guilt for the righteousness 
of Christ, so that the record shows only the perfect 
life of the Saviour. This is the free gift of God. It 
covers all past sins, and this constitutes imputed 
righteousness.

2. The sinner, though pardoned, is still unable 
to live a life of righteousness. He must depend en 
tirely upon Jesus to keep him saved and enable him 
to grow in grace. This is the mystery of the indwell 
ing Christ, by which the life is transformed, brings 
forth the fruits of righteousness, and attains perfec 
tion.

3. The truth of justification and righteousness by 
faith, laid hold of as a living, personal experience 
manifested in the life of the remnant people, "is 
the third angel's message in verity," and will be 
come dominant in our preaching as the message 
swells to a loud cry under the blessing of the latter 
rain.

On the last Sabbath of the conference the 
morning sermon was given by J. L. McEl- 
hany, former General Conference president, 
who presented "High Lights of the Bible 
Conference." The conference concluded in 
the afternoon with Elder Dickson's final 
talk on "The Latter Rain."

Elder Branson spoke a few parting words 
to the delegates, from which we quote:

Brethren, I am very anxious that the Bible Con 
ference will not die with us who have been here. 
... It is now the responsibility, I will say the 
solemn responsibility, of the men and women who 
have been in attendance at this conference to keep 
the spirit of this conference alive, not only here in 
our own hearts, . . . but also in the field. Brethren, 
we must carry it to our workers back home. . . . 
You have come as their representatives. It is your 
responsibility now under God to carry the Bible 
Conference to them, to take this inspiration back to 
the field. Help them to find ways of getting hold of 
these books when the reports come out. Every 
worker who can read the English language ought to 
have these reports, and . . . they ought to be trans 
lated perhaps into some of the foreign languages. 
But, brethren, the reading of these books is not

(Continued on page 48}
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Ttom <2unent

EWS
[Unless otherwise credited, the following news 

items are taken from Religious News Service.]

<j An eight-volume Bible found in Hitler's moun 
tain retreat of Berchtesgaden by French troops after 
the war was presented to St. Wandrille's monastery 
in Rouen, it was reported in Paris. Known as the 
"Bible of Antwerp" or "The Royal Bible," it was 
printed by Christophe Plantin of Antwerp, between 
1569 and 1573. The first owner was Herwart Hohen- 
burg, private counselor to the Duke of Bavaria. It 
passed into the hands of the Jesuits in 1656. The 
volumes are bound in leather and bear the Hohen- 
burg coat of arms.

i A Middle East Bible Council was formed at a 
missionary conference called in Beirut, Lebanon, 
by the International Council of Christian Churches, 
fundamentalist Protestant agency. About 190 dele 
gates from 12 countries attended the conference. 
They approved a constitution for the Bible council 
that defined its function as seeking "to awaken 
Christians everywhere to the insidious dangers of 
modernism" and leading a struggle against both 
modernism and Roman Catholicism "in the hope of 
effecting a 20th Century Reformation." The consti 
tution also pledged the organization to work for 
religious liberty in all countries.

If Visual aids in religious education for the deaf 
were featured at the fourth annual meeting of the 
Christian Fellowship for the Deaf held at the 
Washington Bible Institute in Washington, D.C. 
A demonstration of the flannelboard method of 
religious instruction was presented to the delegates 
by the Reverend La Vona Thompson, pastor of the 
Silent Sheep Church of the Deaf in Tulsa, Okla 
homa. Also demonstrated were films and other 
visual aids that can be used for religious education

among the deaf. The entire convention was con 
ducted in sign language, with the delegates offering 
resolutions by means of flying fingers. First steps 
toward the formation of a world religious organiza 
tion to minister to the deaf were taken. Delegates 
from 18 States, Canada, and Japan attended the 
convention. A recent national survey estimates that 
there are 1,900,000 partially deaf persons in the 
United States and 170,000 who must rely entirely 
upon sign language. Five hundred thousand persons 
in the United States are in need of special churches 
if they are to be brought fully within the Christian 
fold, said Paul Soule, chairman of the convention.
f Observance of Pentecost day as an important 
religious holiday highlighted plans for a revitalized 
program of evangelism mapped at Green Lake, 
Wisconsin, at the annual Ministers and Evangelism 
Conference of the American Baptist Convention. 
More than 500 delegates from 34 States attended 
the conference, which stressed means of strengthen 
ing the church in everyday living. "Until now we 
have laid stress on the celebration of Christmas and 
Easter, and then after Easter we have been guilty 
of 'going on vacation,' " said Dr. Walter Woodbury, 
of New York, secretary of evangelism for the Con 
vention's Home Missions Society. He added that 
"Pentecost day is an important one in the history 
of the Church and should receive greater emphasis."

f Religious groups are eligible to apply for tele 
vision stations, on either a commercial or noncom 
mercial basis, according to Chairman Paul A. 
Walker, of the Federal Communications Commis 
sion, addressing a radio and television workshop at 
the Butler University School of Religion in Indian 
apolis, Indiana, sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches. "As applicants they must, of course, 
compete with any other applicants for the channel 
assignments," he said. "Like other licensees of com 
mercial stations, they may not operate these stations 
merely to propagate their own views and beliefs, 
but instead are expected to offer a well-balanced 
program service." As to religious broadcasting on 
private commercial stations, he said the FCC has 
no specific control over the programs which stations 
schedule and those they turn down.
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<i The Federal Communications Commission in 
Washington, D.C., announced that it has received 
an application from the trustees of the University 
of Santa Clara, California, for a permit to con 
struct a noncommercial educational FM station. 
The station would operate with 250 watts power 
and unlimited hours. The university is operated by 
the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).

^1 The Bochumer Verein, one of Germany's largest 
steel mills, announced in Bochum that it will donate 
four bells to the Roman Catholic "peace" church 
under construction in Hiroshima. The $170,000 edi 
fice is located eight blocks from the center of the atom 
bomb blast which wrecked the Japanese city. The 
bells are expected to reach Hiroshima in time to 
announce the new year from the church tower. The 
Bochumer Verein's donation is the second major 
German contribution to the Hiroshima church. The 
city government of Cologne recently voted to donate 
an organ to the peace church.

f Applications of all organizations asking for tax- 
free status will henceforth be made public, Com 
missioner John B. Dunlap, of the Bureau of In 
ternal Revenue, announced in Washington, D.C. 
This is in line with a new policy of giving greater 
publicity to the business of the bureau and of 
tightening up tax loopholes, Commissioner Dunlap 
said.

f Churches throughout the nation were told by the 
National Council of Churches in New York that it 
was ready to join with the labor movement and 
other groups in a continuing effort to ease the 
sufferings of the world's poverty-stricken peoples. 
The statement was made in the annual labor Sunday 
message prepared by the National Council's Depart 
ment of Church and Economic Life for reading in 
the churches on Sunday, August 31.

f The latest pastoral letter of Pedro Cardinal 
Segura y Saenz, archbishop of Seville, in which he 
called upon the Spanish Government to clarify the 
juridical position of non-Catholics in Spain, has 
been received with reserve in Vatican circles. Car 
dinal Segura complained in the letter that his pre 
vious warnings of the spread of non-Catholic reli 
gions in Spain had not found much response. "It 
causes one real pain," he said, "to see the tolerance 
shown towards non-Catholic sects among us and 
the indifference of the Catholics toward this ques 
tion and even the sympathy they are displaying 
for it." Vatican circles, commenting on the letter, 
said that "today it is necessary to show a certain 
amount of tolerance in order to avoid conflicts 
which are always harmful to national interests."

f Regret over sixteenth century Protestant intoler 
ance that drove Mennonites and other sects doc- 
trinally related to Anabaptists into remote moun 
tain fastnesses and far lands was voiced by a Swiss 
Protestant leader in an address to the Fifth Men- 
nonite World Conference at St. Chrischona, near 
Basel, Switzerland. Dr. D. A. Koechlin, president of 
the Swiss Federation of Churches, told the 200 
conference delegates and 600 visitors that the history 
of the Protestant church since the Reformation 
"contains many a dark chapter which we, and 
much more you, cannot forget. . . . We, on our 
part, would sincerely wish that the tragic experi 
ences of the past had not happened and that . . .
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"Special Events" Service Folders

Beautifully lithographed in full colors on high quality 
stock suitable for mimeographing—printing.

OTHER CHURCH AND PASTORAL AIDS
"Abiding Memorials," a memorialization plan satisfy 
ing to the bereaved family and to friends of the de 
parted. "My Companion for Quiet Hours," a booklet 
for the sick. "Welcome Baby," congratulations to 
parents of new baby. "Be Assured," pastor's message 
of comfort to bereaved.
Free samples of these and other helps on request.

CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC.
1900 Superior Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio

Save

Making Religion Work in the Home 
How I Found the Truth—How I Won 
Someone to the Truth

Price especially reduced from $4.75 
to only $4.15 until December 31, 
1952.

(If you are already a subscriber, we will 
gladly extend your present subscription.)

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND 
BIBLE HOUSE

In countries requiring extra postage, 
add 50 cents for the REVIEW, 
90 cents for BIG THREE, and $1.85 
for FAMILY CROUP.
Review and Herald Publishing Assn. 

Washington 12, D.C.

Spiritual fortification for you and 
your church members.

Outstanding Special Features for the REVIEW in 
1953 include series of articles on:

• Spiritual Lessons From the Old Testament
• Bible Studies on Our Main Doctrines
• Counsels and Warnings to the Church
• Plus 22 other outstanding serial features 

and hundreds of short reports from home 
and abroad. It's a great REVIEW for you 
in '53.

OUR FIVE-STAR SPECIAL, THE FAMILY CROUP—REVIEW 
AND HERALD, YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR, LIFE AND HEALTH, LIBERTY, 
and SABBATH SCHOOL WORKER—greatly reduced from $15.75 to 
only $10.45. Less than 3 cents a day!

*** OUR THREE-STAR SPECIAL, THE BIG THREE for more limited 
and yet diversified reading—REVIEW AND HERALD, LIFE AND 
HEALTH, and LIBERTY—reduced from $8.50 to only $6.25. Less than 
2 cents a day!

Accept our limited-time money-saving offer. Make your personal selec 
tion, and encourage your parishioners to order now. Let the REVIEW— 
your assistant pastor—help you.
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be sure to choose the best 
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DEVOE RAYNOLDS and DUPONT PAINTS may be secured at many local 
stores throughout the United States on Esda's national contract. Purchase 
orders are available from your conference treasurer.
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107 Carroll St., NW. Washington 12, D.C.
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the historical development of the Church might 
have had a different character."

*[ Audiences estimated at more than 13,000 attended 
meetings held simultaneously in nine different loca 
tions in Belfast, Northern Ireland, marking the 
windup of the Fifth World Congress on Evangelism, 
sponsored by Youth for Christ International. After 
the congress many of the delegates formed them 
selves into evangelical teams for campaigns in 
various parts of Northern Ireland and other Euro 
pean countries.

f More than 320 delegates and observers from 
churches and different traditions in 40 countries 
attended the opening in Lund, Sweden, of the Third 
World Conference on Faith and Order, sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches. Among the non- 
participating observers were several Roman Catholic 
priests appointed "by due authority." The Lund 
conference is the third of a series of world confer 
ences on faith and order. After a preliminary gather 
ing at Geneva in 1920, the first world conference 
was held at Lausanne in 1927, and the second at 
Edinburgh in 1937. The conference received a mes 
sage of greeting from the 75th Catholic Day (Katho- 
likentag) observance in Berlin, expressing hope that 
the Lund conference will "bring nearer to Christen 
dom the end which was so dear to Our Lord's 
Heart—that all who believe in Him should be 
brought to perfect unity." Archbishop Yngve 
Brilioth, Lutheran primate of Sweden, and chair 
man of the Lund conference, telegraphed a reply 
to the German Catholics, saying that "we join with 
you in prayer for the unity of the Church of Christ 
in accordance with Christ's will." The church has 
advanced another stage on the road to unity as a 
result of the Lund Conference, it was reported, 
though published reports of the conference will 
not show this and may even seem to prove the con 
trary. The progress toward unity consists not in 
any former disagreements that have been turned 
into agreements, but rather in a gradual change 
in the climate, the mood, and the temper in which 
discussions are carried on and in which even 
disagreements are stated, and in the intensification 
of desire to advance toward unity.

If Officials of an insurance company which requires 
membership in a Christian church and total absti-
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New Instant Index Bible

A Complete New 
Mechanical Change . . .
By the flick of the wrist — 
book . . . chapter . . . verse 
— is located in less than two 

seconds.
Order No. 151 -RL. Very flexible 
leatheroid, overlapping covers, 
rounded corners, red edges, silk 
marker, King lames Version—

$8.95.
10-day money-back guarantee.
Write for additional literature

today.
Agents wanted to sell other 

Indexed Bibles.

Instant Bible Index Co.
Box M-ll, Flora, Illinois
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Write us for designs and prices

HUNTINGTON SEATING COMPANY
480 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17. N.Y.
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Harper Deluxe Study Bibles
Give You All These Outstanding Features

• Clearblack Type . . . designed by Harper; approved by 
leading eye specialists!

• "Micropake" India Paper... finest, thinnest, most opaque 
paper available!

• Best Bible Paper! • Highest Grade Leather Covers!
• Flextex-Edgelined . . . another Harper feature giving 

paper-lined Bibles a deluxe appearance!
• All with References, Concordance, Maps!
• Self-Pronouncing!

Choose One of These Modern Limp Styles: 

Size 4 5/8"x7"Bible Paper Editions 
TVs" thick

No. 2495—Black genuine leather, gold
over red edges. GIFT-PAK. ____„ $10.00

No. 2495RL—Words of Christ in red.
Specifications same as No. 2495 —- $11.00

"Micropake" India Paper 
Only 3h" thick

No. 2495x—Black genuine leather,
gold over red edges. GIFT-PAK. __ $11.50

No. 2495xRL—Words of Christ in red.
Specifications same as No. 2495x. ._. $12.50

These King James Bibles are listed in the Bible Catalog of the Review and Herald 
Publishing Association and are sold only in Book and Bible Homes.

_____________HARPER & BROTHERS Publishers_____________
nence from alcohol as qualifications for insurance 
have reported increasing interest in their unique 
organization. The firm is the Christian & Temper 
ate Insurance Company, of Houston, Texas, which 
received its charter as an insurance company in June.
^[ Publication of an edition of the Bible in Ulesaghi, 
a language spoken by natives of the islands sur 
rounding the Marovo Lagoon in the Western Solo 
mons, will be undertaken shortly by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society of London. Translation 
of the Bible into Ulesaghi was completed at Sydney, 
Australia, recently by three Solomon Islands natives 
in collaboration with the Reverend A. R. Barrett, 
a Seventh-day Adventist missionary who has spent 
more than 25 years in the islands.

SERVING ^INSTITUTIONS

AIL PURPOSE 
. Folding 

Table

ALL POPULAR SIZES. 
" ' '' ' ' s, chairs
and other equipment I FAST 

WRITE .FO'H.DETAILS NOWlt DELIVERY

The JAMES P. LUXEM CO.,
i344 Lincoln Street, Franklin Park, Illinois

f Returns from a questionnaire sent to the 39 
annual conferences of the Evangelical United Breth 
ren Church by its Plenary Committee on Christian 
Social Action indicated that liquor is the local 
churches' most acute social problem. The sub 
committee on the alcohol problem charged in its 
report that the beverage alcohol industry is "defi 
nitely and zealously attempting to win church 
members" because "the drinking church member 
will not interfere too much with the liquor business 
outside the church." It asked all church boards 
and agencies to "unite to help meet this situation."

f Nearly one half of the 275 churches of the North 
American Baptist General Conference still hold 
services in the German language, it was reported 
at the denomination's thirtieth triennial general 
conference in Philadelphia. The denomination, for 
merly known as the German Baptist Conference, is 
an outgrowth of churches, founded more than a 
century ago by German immigrants.

If Three branches of the Syrian Church in India 
are reported moving toward adoption of the Grego 
rian Calendar as a demonstration of ecumenical 
harmony in view of the World Conference of 
Christian Youth to be held in Kottayam this Decem 
ber. For many centuries the Syrian Churches have 
followed the Julian Calendar. Adoption of the 
Gregorian Calendar would enable them to observe 
Christmas and Easter on the same day as most other 
Christian churches throughout the world. The 
world Christian youth conference will reach its 
climax on Christmas Day—under the Gregorian 
Calendar.
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f IN BRIEF.—President David O. McKay, of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, an 
nounced the purchase of a site in Bern, Switzer 
land, for the first European Mormon temple. . . . 
The Indiana Catholic and Record raised its voice 
in Indianapolis against "religious gadgetry." It par 
ticularly deplored the "rosary clicker" and the 
"electric vigil light," but also singled out "St. 
Christopher money clips, St. Anthony key chains, 
miraculous medal bracelets, etc." . . . Five Jehovah's 
Witnesses failed to prevent the administration of 
life-giving plasma and whole blood to two seri 
ously injured youngsters in Children's Hospital in 
Columbus, Ohio. ... A gain of 103,133 members 
in the past four years was reported to the 44th 
General Council of the Church of God (Cleveland, 
Tennessee) in Indianapolis, Indiana, by the Rever 
end H. L. Chesser, retiring general overseer of the 
denomination. He said that this equals the church's 
growth in the 59-year period from 1886 to 1945. 
. . . The need for an intensified evangelism pro 
gram and increased social responsibility was urged 
at a European conference of the Methodist Church 
in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. . . . On this west 
ernmost outpost (Adak, Aleutian Islands), where 
the American flag flies within a short distance of 
Soviet Siberia, 162 children recently attended a 
Vacation Bible School, held under the direction of 
Navy Chaplain O. P. Maddox. . . . Plans for a 
nationwide evangelistic campaign from April to 
September of next year were mapped at a meeting 
in Melbourne, Australia, of the General Conference 
Crusade Council of the Methodist Church of Austral 
asia. . . . Twenty-five per cent more emergency relief 
goods were shipped overseas by American churches 
during the first seven months of 1952 than in a 
similar period last year, it was reported in New 
York by the department of Church World Service 
of the National Council of Churches. . . . Member 
ship in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., increased 
by 34,273 to a total of 2,482,248 in 1951, it was 
reported by the denomination's headquarters in 
Philadelphia. ... A plea for the restoration of "full 
religious liberty" in Colombia was made by the Rev 
erend Luis Quiroga of Bogota at an unofficial gath 
ering of Presbyterian delegates and observers attend 
ing the Third World Conference on Faith and 
Order in Lund, Sweden. . . . Protestant churches 
in Joliet, Illinois, will operate kindergartens on a 
tuition basis for the first time starting this fall, to 
fill a need created by the closing down of kinder 
gartens in the public school system. Roman Catholic

————ADVERTISE————
YOUR MEETINGS WITH

LETTERS of FIRE!
Effective new fluorescent colors on window cards, 
street placards, bumper signs, streamers, ban 
ners. From the pioneer quantity producer of 
S.D.A. publicity posters. If you plan an effort 
this season, write us now.

.HIATT POSTER WORKS, Coalmont, Tenn.-

PEWS . . . PULPIT SETS
Manufacturers of Everything 
for the Church and School

HUNTINGTON SEATING CO.
Dept. M, 480 Lexington Avenue New York 17, N.Y.

DURABLE—strong steel frame 
SAFE—can't tip, pinch, snag 
COMFORTABLE—extra-wide 
and extra-deep seats, backs 
FOLD QUICKLY, quietly, snugly 
SEAT STYLES—formed ply 
wood, durably lacquered; 
or vinyl-plastic upholstered

Write Depl. 166 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY

World's Leader in Public Seating 
901 Broadway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Mich.

BAPTISTRY
Instantaneous Gas Water Heater

450 G.P.H.—20o Rise 
Also Furnishes Hot Water to Church Kitchen and

Rest Rooms 
Write for Folders—Special Discount to Churches

LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO. 
907 - 7th, Dept. No. 16 Orange, Texas

Encyclopedia of 2585 Illustrations
By Henry Ward Beecher

These illustrations are vivid, inspiring and spirit 
ually dynamic. Each is simple and straight 
forward yet extremely effective in establishing a 
point. These 2585 illustrations are suitable for 
every occasion and for sermons of every kind, 
a welcome addition to every preacher's or Sun 
day school teacher's library.

&7S large double-column pages; size 9'/2" x 6%"; 
completely indexed by subject and title; a tre 
mendous value at $5.95.
Special introductory price if ordered be 
fore December 31, 1952, only $4.95.

Available at all Religious Bookstores or

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich.
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parochial schools are planning for capacity kinder 
garten enrollments with the opening of the fall 
term. . . . Preparations • are being made in Manila 
by the United Church of Christ in the Philippines 
to send Filipino missionaries to Thailand and Indo 
nesia. . . . President Truman has apparently de 
cided against making a recess appointment of an 
ambassador to the Vatican.
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"E-Z" METAL SEAT ENDS

SMITH MANUFACTURING CO., DALTON, CA. 
Over 50 Years in Business

•-.'•A prayer in'Bells'*?
MAAS-ROWE 

SYMPHONIC-CARILLON
V perfect harmony in bells

finally attained. '•'-••,* 
Write for,, descriptive literature.\

IIIHIIUillllll ELECTROMUSIC

DEPT. 23O, Los ANGELES 39, CALIF*. ,

PICTURE POST CARDS
Reproduced from your own photos. Create greater interest in 

your church, school, and institutional activities with beau 
tiful Artvue Picture Post Cards, Artvues are inexpensive— 
treasured by all. Splendid Publicity . . . Cash Profits . . . 
Send for Free Folder T.M.

Artvue Post Card Co.
225 Fifth Avenue New York TO. N.Y.

Write for free catalog. 

A. L. WHITE MFC. CO., 1902 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 22,

Page 44

STEREOPTICON SLIDES
on Songs, History, Bible and Texts.

Write your needs and terms desired to
ALBERT F. PRIEGER

312 W. Louisiana Ave. Tampa 3, Florida

at FOLDING CHAIRS•
FOLDING BANQUET TABLES

CATALOGUE

J. P. REDINGTON&CO.
SCRANTON

A C C O R D I O N S
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES

Available to Students, Teachers/ Christian 
Workers and Missionaries at
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Write Today for FREE Literature
Accordion Manufacturers & Wholesalers Outlet
Dept. MY, 2003 W.'. Chicago Av ago 22, III.

DESCRIBING SACRED

SOLO and DUET SONG BOOKS
and others 

Write for your copy today
RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO.

1151 E. Hyde Pk. Bd., Inglewood,Cal. 
151 Ninth St.. Winona Lake, Ind.

GOWNS
Children, Intermediate 

and Adult Choirs
Now, a complete col 
lection specially de 
signed Gowns for 
children's groups. 
Also for adult and 
intermediate choirs in 
many rich, colorful 
fabrics. Write today 
for FREE Choir Gown 
booklet Y80. Budget 
Plan. Samples on re 
quest. Ask about Con 
firmation Gowns.

LRJOORECO.""

CHURCH BULLETINS'
SrnptiiKil - \itistically Deigned
Large Av-ortnu-ni — Self Selection

Lithographed — Special Days — General Use
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples

ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
Louisvilie 12, Kentucky

THE MINISTRY



NOVEMBER, 1952 Page 45



The Gift of God's Grace
m

(Continued from page 16)

salutations recorded in his letters, saying, 
"Grace to you and peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ." What a glorious 
thought, to realize that at last Christ's prayer 
recorded in the seventeenth chapter of John 
will be realized! "I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one; and that 
the world may know that thou hast sent me, 
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." 
John 17:23.

Third Extension School
(Continued from page 27)

make mere grades and the intellectual I.Q. the 
criteria of all successful and acceptable service 
and the sole mark of God's approving smile.

The experience of these extension schools, 
and I have been an instructor in all of them, 
has deepened my conviction that our ministers 
in all parts of the world are both eager for and 
able to absorb this advanced training, and given 
such opportunity they will rise to greater spirit 
ual power in their service for God.
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Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses / 
Gives Desired Information More Quickly

55 Features • 7 Great Departments Make

THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE
Truly a Bible Plus a Biblical Library in One Volume

(Edited by Rev. F. C. Thompson, D.D., Ph.D.)

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY:
Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court of Florida:
"The inscription over the entrance of the 
Library of the Florida State College for 
Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is:

'The Half of Knowledge is to Know 
Where to Find Knowledge'

The New Chain Reference Bible is the 
'Where' to find the fullest spiritual truths 
and. to gain the most complete knowledge of 
the bible in the easiest way." Elder W. 
H. Branson, Vice-President of North 
America, General Conferenceof Seventh- 
Day Adventists: "I cannot speak too highly 
of this splendid work. I feel that the author. 
Mr. Thompson, has made a real contribution 
to the religious world by giving it the New

Chain Reference Bible. The references are 
easily traced, well arranged, and make sys 
tematic Bible study easy and interesting. 
I trust that this splendid book may have a 
very wide circulation." J. A. Huffman, 
Dean, Winona Lake Bible School: "I 
have never seen so much splendid help 
crowded into a single volume of the Bible." 
F. M. McConnell, Baptist Standard: "I 
firmly believe that a boy in the 7th grade can 
get more information from this Bible in two 
days than a preacher can get from nn ordinary 
Bible in a week." Harry Rirnmer, Biblical 
Scholar and Scientist: "I feel that no stu 
dent should be without this splendid aid to 
study and instruction." Leander S. Keyset, 
Wittenberg College: "The New Chain Ref 
erence Bible is a treasure-house of useful in 
formation. Surely this is the Bible that ought 
to be in every home."

Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps!
1. Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 

Bible.
2. The Outline Studies of Bible Peri-ds, comparing Bib 

lical History with Contemporary Secular lustory.
3. The Analysis of the Bible as a W hole.
4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible.
5. The Analysis o f every Chapter o f the New Testament.
6. The \naiysisofthe Verses of the entire Bible.
7. The Numerical and Chain Reference Svslcms.
8. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters.
9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments.
10. The Topical Treasury New Topics for Prayer Meet- 

ings. Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings. Missionary Meet 
ings, Young People's Meetings, etc.

11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub 
lic semces. New and different subject

2. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul.
3. Special Portraits of Jesus.
4. Chart of the Messianic Stars.
5. Chart showing cause of the Bnbyloni;ui Captivity
6. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser-

17. CbarVof Jesus' Hours on theCross.
IS. The Christum Workers' Outfit. Of special value to soul

19. A! 1 Prominent Bible Characters Classified. listing the 
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History. Courageous 
Reformers, etc., with meaning ol their names given.

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible.
21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 

topics, names and places.
22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 

Bible.
23. Chart Snowing Seven Editions of Divine Law.
24. Graph of the ProdignlSkm.
25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize.
26. The Principles and Best Methods of Uible Study
27. Pietorial Illustration of the River of Inspiration.
28. Bible Markings, Explaining best methods of marking 

one's Bible.
29. Concordance.
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat 

ing places.
Other Features in Text Cyclopedia

31. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated Scriptures 
printed out in full under 24G7 topics and sub-topics. Three 
times as many as in any other Bible.

32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables

you to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
Life with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc.

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life. etc.

34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bibleitself.

35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 
in ChrotioldRlSir Order.

36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
given i n Two, and those given in Three.

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Father; and of Satan.

38. General Bible Prophecies.
39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible.
40. List of Judges of Israel and Judah given in Chronolog 

ical Order.
41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible.
42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 

Scenes of Great Events.
43. Dictionary Material
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures.

Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition
45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 

Old and New Testaments.
46. Clurt showing the History of the Apostles. 
47; Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 

Gospels where events are given. 
4S. Calendar of the Christian Era.
49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illus 

trated with well-known paintings.
50. Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 

Jobn.
51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 

Work <if the Early Church.
52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 

arranged Chronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in full.

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Points. _

54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of theTempIe 
at Jerusalem.

55 Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Shoeing the Jour 
neys of Jesus, Peter. Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page.

The Revised V,
margin opposite thi 
portant diffe:

B. B. Q^rklwlde BIBLE CO,
M-S7I1 K. OF P. BIDG.

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

SEND NOW 
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fc/s FREE 
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BOOK

Agents Wanted

I B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO., 
Dept. M-5711 K. of P. BIdg.,
Indianapolis, Indiana

Q Without cost or obligation to me. send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, "A New- 
Bible for a New Day," and full particulars

your New Chain Reference Bible.

n Send your special terms to Representa 
tives.

Name______________________._ 

Ad dr esa_________________________„ 

City._______________State_____.

NOVEMBER, 1952 Page 47



The Second Week of the Bible 
Conference

(Continued from page 34}

going to be enough. You can't get the same inspira 
tion out of a book that you can out of a meeting, 
so I am going to make an appeal this afternoon that 
you have meetings with your workers as soon as pos 
sible after you get back to the field, and inspire 
them with the blessings of this Bible Conference by 
telling them as much about it as you can.

Brethren, let us stress in all our meetings with
•our workers the great importance of the message 
that came to the Minneapolis Conference in 1888— 
the message that has been repeated here in these
•meetings by all the speakers, of the absolute impor 
tance of this people's receiving the righteousness of 
Christ. . . . Let us determine in our heart of hearts 
that we will raise this cry until it is heard by work 
ers and people everywhere and until our people 
learn how to enter into it for themselves. . . . The 
end is near, brethren. Our pilgrimage in this world 
is soon to end. May God keep us faithful until it 
is all over, is my prayer.

And with those remarks the conference 
closed. I sat for a moment in the sanctuary
•of the church, reviewing in my mind the 
events of each day of the past two weeks. The 
scenes of Friday afternoon passed before me 
again—the celebration of the ordinances, 
the communion service together; and then 
the testimonies from almost every minister 
in attendance. It was in one of those testi 
monies that I heard an overseas representa 
tive quote Proverbs 4:18—"But the path of 
the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." 
That's it, I thought—the perfect Scriptural
•description of what the Bible Conference 
lias meant to all of us. It made the truth of 
God as taught by the Seventh-day Adventist
•Church shine even brighter after these 108 
years of the Advent era.

Then I hurried to D. E. Rebok for one 
last interview. "What did the Bible Confer 
ence mean to you?" I asked. "The Bible 
Conference," he replied, "has accomplished
•one great purpose in establishing the con 
fidence of our people in the great funda 
mental teachings of the Seventh-day Ad 
ventist Church. We can now move forward 
unitedly in our proclamation of the third 
angel's message. I carry away with me a 
deep conviction that time is short, and we 
must arise with united power to finish the
•work. The message of the loud cry is right 
eousness by faith in Jesus Christ. All 
through the conference we have seen the 
many facets of this great and all-important
•doctrine."

To that, all who were in attendance can
•voice a fervent Amen. Now we know that
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Bradford Braley at the Bible Conference Organ

MASTERY THE congregation at the Bible Con 
ference was waiting with eager an 

ticipation. There was to be a trombone solo. Brad 
Braley played a fine introduction; then the soloist 
started off—in an entirely different key! It could 
have been a calamity. It would have been, had not 
a master been at the keyboard.

The organist looked up at me with an expression 
of pathos and overwhelming surprise, but in the 
next instant he was in the key with the player. Very 
few noticed, but those who did all realized that the 
quick change into a key several tones lower was not 
only the work of a moment, it was the reflection of 
a lifetime of schooling. But the accompanist then 
had to continue right through the whole piece, 
transposing every note. One rarely sees such keen 
musicianship. It was a great object lesson—in fact, 
it was a sermon.

How often we start off, anticipating that our con 
versation will be helpful, when all at once some 
thing new and unexpected is thrust into the picture. 
If as ministers we are as alert and as adaptable and 
as prepared as was this master of the keyboard, we 
can pick up the strain where it is and move on to a 
grand climax without embarrassment. But for that 
we need technical, academic, but above all, spiritual, 
preparation. R. A. A.

all of you are looking forward eagerly to 
the first two books of the 1953 Ministerial 
Book Club. These will contain the report 
in full of the proceedings of this wonderful 
conference. The presses will soon begin to 
roll, and you are assured that there will be 
no delay in getting this report into your 
hands.

The Nugget of Now
EVEN as you read these words, you are holding in 

your hands a golden nugget, the present moment. 
Yesterday's treasure is gone; tomorrow's is out of 
your reach; but now is a nugget that is fleetingly 
yours. How will you use it?—ESTHER BALDWIN YORK.
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