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Crenchant Truths

To think straight, to think incisively,
and to think through, is not simply
an art, but a necessity.

THE sure corrective of self-impor-
tance is the supremacy of Christ in
the life. His enthronement involves
the dethronement of self.

THE minister must be a gentleman
in word, act, and influence under any
and all circumstances. There are no
acceptable excuses for failure here.

No man has the right to utter spec-
ulations or private interpretations
from the pulpit. That sacred oracle
is to be restricted to the revealed veri-
ties.

Or all the preachers in the world,
Seventh-day Adventists should be
known as outstanding preachers of
the word, men of power with the Book;
not as lecturers, dogmatists, doctrina-
rians, and strange purveyors of fanci-
ful theories, but as sound, safe, sane
Bible teachers—expositors without a
peer. )

THERE is a certain inner circle of
verities or sureties in the doctrinal,
prophetic, and experimental fields.
Within these encircling bounds we
are safe, sure, and satisfied. And these
are reasonably few and easy to grasp.
It is when we step outside this circle,
onto ground of speculation, theory, sur-
mise, and imagination, that our diffi-
culties come, and differences arise with
those whe hold contrary and mutually
exclusive views. Here is a point to
guard.

Tar human tendency {8 to turn to
legislation instead of to the trans
forming work of the Holy Spirit on
the soul.

Wz are to recognize and respect a
minister’s position, though we may be
compelled to dissent most emphatically
from his personal acts or attitudes.
Nor is this a mere captious play upon
words. Remember the cage of Saul
and David at the cave in the wilder-
ness of Engedi.

A prRINCIPLE must first be recognized
and an ideal conceived bhefore it can
be applied to all the practical problems
we face. Only thus can there be the
outworking and adjustment necessary.
Let no one scoff nor criticize those who
are in the tramsition period of trans-
lating an ideal into a practical actu-
ality.

A carerUL study of Christ’s teaching
methods, reveals the significant fact
that He rarely combated the popular
errors of His day by negative denunci-
ations. Rather, He preferred to coun-
teract by inculcating positive prinei-
ples, and as the result, errors dried up
and fell away like the autumn leaves
before His method. We cannot im-
prove upon the matchless methods of
the Master Teacher.

Mosr violators of the ten command-
ments are sorry simply for the retri-
bution—the thief in that he got caught,
the philanderer because of hig disease,
et cetera. What we need to do is to
lead people to sorrow for the sin itself,
--the act, yea, the soul-soiling desire
that lay back of all. It is the sin
against God that is heinous and seri-
ous. This we are to make crystal clear
to men. The majority of mankind in-
vert the whole thing, L. E. F.
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Ehitovial Vepnotes

_

The Heart of the Everlasting
Gospel

T should ever be kept in mind that

the real issue in the final proclama-
tion of the everlasting gospel is the
clear knowledge and the full accept-
ance of the righteousness of God by
faith. And what is true of the whole,
is equally true of all the component
parts of the gospel message. Conse-
quently the basic issue of every vital
truth or doctrine that is to be preached
in all the world for a witness to all
nations before the end comes, is the
provision for obtaining the righteous-
ness of God by faith. And whatever
does not come within the scope of this
encompassing principle becomes a non-
essential, a secondary.

Righteousness by faith can be
clearly set forth through any subject
proper and profitable for us to present,
And it can be vividly and effectually
presented without ever using the ex-
pression. “Righteousness by faith” is
not a question of terminology, but of
always recognizing and setting forth
the eternal, living heart of the ever-
lasting gospel in any of its phases.
It is a question of understanding the
basic principle and purpose of the gos-
pel, and of letting that guide and per-
meate in the presentation of its every
aspect.

A question which has seemed to chal-

. lenge reply during recent years, is
this: How is it possible to preach the
doctrines of the third angel’s message,
and still preach nothing but the right-
eousness of Christ, which is termed
the third angel’s message in verity?

But as we study what has appeared
to some to be a difficult problem, we
find that every phase of the third an-
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gel’s message emanates from the living
heart of the gospel,—the righteousness
of God by faith. For example:

The basic issue of the law, the Sab-
bath, and the judgment, is the right-
eousness of God by faith.

The basic issue of the second advent,
the millennium, and the destruction of
the wicked, is the righteousness of God
by faith. .

The basic issue of cenditional im-
mortality, the nature of man, and the
resurrection of the dead, is the right-
eousness of God by faith.

The basic issue of the sanctuary, the
atonement, and the new covenant, is
the righteousness of God by faith.

The basic issue of all prophecies,
whether of prophet, apostle, or Mes-
siah, is the righteousness of God by’
faith.

The basic issue of stewardship, evan-
gelism, and missions, is the righteous-
ness of God by faith,

And the basic issue of regeneration,
victory over temptation, and the tri-
umphant life, is the righteousness of
God by faith. ‘

The foregoing enumeration is, of
course, not an attempt to exhaust, but
merely to illustrate the key thought.
But the bounden obligation of the mes-
senger in each and every instance, is
to set forth these truths, singly or col-
leetively, in their divinely appointed
relation to the complete restoration of
the righteousness of God to man. Or,
to state the messenger’s obligation dif-
ferently, he is to present these truths
as prime factors and issues in com-
pleting the restoration of righteous-
ness in the individual life, and conse-
quently throughout the earth and the
universe; and thus the mighty prayer

(Concluded on page 30)
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A Personal Message

From Elder A. G. Danielis

Momentous Questions
DeAR FELLOW WORKERS!:

GAIN 1 ask you personally, Do you understand that the return of Christ
according to His promise is being delayed, that His purpose for the finish-
ing of His work is being hindered? If this be true, what is the cause? What
can be done to remove the hindrance? These are truly momentous questions.
They should raise awakening and alarming thoughts in the mind of every
minister who has accepted the solemn responsibility of warning the world re-
garding the coming of the Lord in “this generation.” Matt. 24:34. They should
lead to a sincere review of the message we preach, the profession we make, the
kind of service we are rendering, and the lives we are living. We should dil-
igently seek to discover the truth regarding the situation we are facing. As we
are told by the Spirit of prophecy, “we must look our work fairly in the face.”

—“Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 22.

This admonition was given thirty
years ago. Thirty years covers a lit-
tle more than one third of the entire
history of our movement. Surely it is
time to awake to serious thought in
regard to our situation as the eighty-
fifth year of “this generation” draws
to its close. .

In last month’s study of this ques-
tion it was shown that man may, to
a limited extent, frustrate the pur-
poses and plans of God. The history
of Israel in the great exodus move-
ment was cited in proof of this, as
found in Deuteronomy 1:1-35. Con-
cerning the eéxperiences recorded in
this chapter the following statement
is made by the Spirit of prophecy:

“It was not the will of God that
Israel should wander forty years in
the wilderness; He desired to lead
them directly to the land of Canaan,
and establish them there, a holy, happy
people. But ‘they could not enter in
because of unbelief.’ Because of their
backsliding and apostasy, they per-
ished in the desert, and others were
raised up to enter the Promised Land.”
—"“The Great Controversy,” p. 458.

Just how Israel prevented the Lord
{rom carrying out His purpose for
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them and so fulfilling His promises to
lead them, should be eclearly under-
stood:

“I was pointed back to ancient Is-
rael. They had great light and exalted
privileges; yet they did not live up to
the light, nor appreciate their advan-
tages, and their light became darkness.
They walked in the light of their own
eyes, instead of following the leadings
of God.”—*Testimonies,” Vol. IV, p. /3.

Again:

“The sin of ancient Israel was in
disregarding the expressed will of God
and following their own way accord-
ing to the leadings of unsanctified
hearts.”—Id., Vol. V, p. 94

Now we know that the experiences
of Israel in the exodus movement are
set forth in both the Scriptures and
the Testimonies as a warning to the
remnant church. The course Israel
pursued at Kadesh-barnea in defeating
the purpose of God to lead them imme-
diately into the Promised Land, is used
repeatedly by the Spirit of prophecy
to warn us against taking a course that
will delay the coming of the Lord, and
thus keep us wandering in this world
of sin, sorrow, and death longer than
;:‘he Lord planned that we should be

ere.
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After reviewing Israel’s courss in
preventing the Lord from carrying out
His promise and plan to lead them
directly into the land of Canaan, the
Spirit of prophecy states, as previously
quoted:

“In like manner, it was not the will
of God that the coming of Christ
should be so long delayed, and His
people should remain so many years
in this world of sin and sorrow. But
unbelief separated them from God. As
they refused to do the work which He
had appointed them, others were raised
up to proclaim the message. In mercy
to the world, Jesus delays His coming,
that sinners may have an opportunity
to hear the warning, and find in Him
a shelter before the wrath of God shall
be poured out.”-—“The Great Conitro-
versy,” p. 458. ’

There is no uncertainty regarding
the meaning of this statement. Be-
cause of the unbelief and failure of
the church the Lord in mercy and com-
passion for lost men and women is de-
laying His coming.

“Had the purpose of God been car-
ried out by His people in giving to
the world the message of mercy, Christ
would, ere this, have come to the earth,
and the saints would have received
their welcome into the city of God.”
—“Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 450.

Behind this regrettable failure of the
church is the wicked purpose and plot-
ting of our great enemy:

“Satan’s snares are laid for us as
verily as they were laid for the chil-
dren of Israel just prior to their en-
trance into the land of Canaan. We
are repeating the history of that peo-
ple.”—Id., Vol. V, p. 160.

Again:

“I have been shown that the spirit
of the world is fast leavening the
church. You are following the same
path as did ancient Israel. There is
the same falling away from your holy
calling as God’s peculiar people.”—Id.,
pp. 75, 76.

With these statements we may with
profit read the following:

“The Lord in compassion is seeking
to enlighten the understanding of those
who are now groping in the darkness
of error. He is delaying His judg-
ments upon an impenitent world, in
order that His light bearers may seek
and save that which is lost. He is
now calling upon His church on the
earth to awake from the lethargy that
Satan has sought to bring upon them,
and fulfill their Heaven-appointed work
of enlightening the world.”—“Testimo-
nies to Ministers,” p. 458.

This counsel is very clear, and it is
fundamental in this study. God is
seeking to enlighten those who are
groping in darkness. He is now call-
ing upon His church to awake from
the lethargy Satan has sought to bring
upon them. He calls to His people to

{Continued on page 30)

stallment in the January issue.

Turning Points

TRERE are transition hours that come in a movement like this—
turning points that mark a vital change in the very current of things.
Sometimes they are not as clearly discerned at the moment as they
are when observed from the advantageous perspective of distance., Such
epoch-making hours are not upheavals, but quiet, solemn considerations,
laying the foundation for significant and needed advance.
hour unquestionably came at the Omaha Autumn Council, just closed.
The actions and the call to advance will appear in the Review, but the
presentations and discussions forming the background of these funda-
mental actions will appear in Tue Minisrry. Watch for the first in-

Such an
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During Pre-Conference Council

The Stereopticon and the Motion Picture

ROSS sections of evangelistic opinion and experience are of real value, es-

pecially when they do not become too dogmatic. This is particularly true
in such a debatable field as the use of pictures, still or animated, in connection
with evangelism. They are both used and avoided by men equally earnest and
conscientious. Under the uniquely favorable opportunity afforded by the assem-
blage of ministers from North, East, South, and West, and. from foreign lands,
many such questions were briefly discussed at the Ministerial Association Coun-

cil just preceding the San Francisco General Conference.
were designedly educational, not legislative.

These discussions
No attempt was made to reach

general conclusions, nor to formulate operative policies that were obligatory.

No finalizing vote was taken.
ciated by our workers generally.

CuAIRMAN: How many use stereop-
ticons? Why do we use them? How
many use them in place of charts only,
with a three-way switch, using the pie-
ture to illustrate the subject, or to
throw the text on the screemn?

J. W. Ricat (Huntington Park,
Calif.): I use the stereopticon quite
extensively throughout a series of
meetings, as I find that people get a
more lasting impression of the truth
taught when they see it and hear it
at the same time. I have had many
people say to me that the lesson taught
remains in their memory, and they get
a better conception of the truth when
it is illustrated by the sterecopticon. I
prefer to have the auditorium in semi-
darkness.

J. B. Saurrz (Boston, Mass.): The
stereopticon is especially helpful in
the song service. An illustrated song
service will draw an attendance as
nothing else will, and by the selection
of songs that are generally known and
that have strong spiritual appeal, it
is possible to obtain a very gratifying
response by the use of the song slides.

A. J. MeikiesorN (Denver, Colo.):
I find it is an excellent plan to have
texts of Scripture printed on stereop-
ticon slides, so the people can read the
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We believe these inside glimpses will be appre-

L. E. P,

texts as they are presented in the lee-
ture.

CramrMmaN: How many are using mo-
tion picture machines in connection
with evangelistic effort? How? Why?
What are the results?

A. J. MeixLeJoHN: I have not had
extensive experience in using the mo-
tion picture films, but to my mind, the
most satisfactory way to use them is
to have one film of about a thousand
feet, which will require ten or fifteen
minutes to run on the screen. I prefer
to use films on health topics. We se-
cured from the Battle Creek Sanita-
rium two exceptionally good films on
tobacco, showing in a very nice way
the effect of nicotine on various forms
of animal life and the consequences of
tobacco smoking. There are many so-
called religious films that can be ob-
tained, algso films on various scientific
and industrial subjects. The General
Electric Company and the Ford Motor
Company put out a good line of scien-
tific films. I do not think we should
go into the use of films very far, es-
pecially those of a religious or scien-
tific type; but in teaching health re-
form, I belleve there is 2 much wider
and very effective fleld for the film.

A. O. Sace (Fresno, Calif.): I would
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like to inquire if it is considered out
of order to use a film which does not
deal with the subject of the evening
lecture. -

J. W. RicH: I do not think so. We

have used motion pictures in connec-
tion with a series of meetings as pre-
liminary to the service of the evening,
and have used a variety of subjects
with good effect, such as scenes in
Bible lands, or other travel views. We
found people coming early to be there
when the pictures began, and they
would stay all through the preaching
service.
“ L. BE. FoLxeneere (California Con-
ference): Some years ago I conducted
an evangelistic effort in which the mo-
tion picture was used as a travelogue
to interest and entertain the people.
We selected very carefully, and had
every film examined before we pre-
gented it, but notwithstanding every
precaution, we fajled to get a single
picture that did not present some ob-
jectionable feature; and I do not think
this is a proper phase of evangelistic
work. I found there was serious ob-
jection to the use of the pictures, not
only by our own church people, but by
others also. I believe that the use of
such things weakens our cause, and in
making use of them we are placing
dependence upon the wrong source.

CHAIRMAN: Much depends upon the
objective which leads to -the use of
filmg. There is a higher use for the
film than simply as a matter of enter-
tainment.

Meape MacGuire (Associate Secre-
tary, Ministerial Association): I don’t
suppose I am entitled to say anything
in this meeting on this matter of using
stereopticon pictures, motion pictures,
or any other kind; but I do wish to
say that any picture representing the
face of Christ is very repulsive to me.
Many times I have shut my eyes to
keep from seeing the features por-
trayed by the artist to represent the
face of Christ, which to me reveals
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an utter misconception of what I be-
lHeve Jesus looks like. My conviction
is that such pictures do more harm
than good, and I have had many people
say the same thing to me, after seeing
some of the films displayed in connec-
tion with our meetings. Many of the
popular Bible pictures are so utterly
cheap and so misrepresenting, that I
cannot believe there is a great deal of
benefit to be derived from looking at
them.

C. C. ErLis (Southern California):
I am sorry that Elder Richards
[H. M. S.] is not here to speak for
himself; but as his associate in evan-
gelistic work, may I say that during
the last effort we tried using pictures
as a prelude to the sermon, devoting
fifteen minutes before the song service
to this feature. The plan did not prove
to be a real success, although I do not
consider it due to the fault of the idea
or of the pictures. The reason that
Elder Richards prefers using the pic-
tures before the sermon, rather than
during the sermon, ig that his sermons
are of such a nature as to end in a
personal appeal for yielding the heart
to Christ, and it seemed to be out of
harmony to use pictures in connection
with such a service. It seems to me
that the use of pictures is largely a
matter of educational value, and that
it may be possible to carry their use
to such an extent that Christ is left
out of the experience. The film has its
legitimate place in connection with
evangelism, but this place is always
decidedly secondary.

G. R. West (Kansgas City, Mo.): Are
there any men among us who have
found out that they can get along
just as well without using pictures,
and secure just as good results? I
have worked along both lines, but I
am curious to know if any of our evan-
gelists have reached the conclusion
that they can get along without any
of this paraphernalia. Personally, I
have been deeply impressed with the
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conviction that we are depending al-
together too much on paraphernalia,
and altogether too little upon God.

C. B. Haynes (Vice-President for
South American Division): I hope that
impression will deepen, Brother West.
In my evangelistic efforts I have never
found it necessary to use pictures of
any kind; in fact, I felt that they
would be entirely in my way. Now
my conclusion in this matter is not
based on the belief that the stereopti-
con is of no value, but is largely due
to the fact that I never took time to
learn how to use the stereopticon suec-
cessfully. On one occasion I attempted
to make use of it, but I then made up
my mind that never again would I
try it. It got under my feet, and was
decidedly an obstacle in my way, serv-
ing to divert the attention of the peo-
ple. I will confess that I don’t know
how to uge the stereopticon. But I
feel quite sure in my own mind that
the evangelistic work that I have done
has been just as successful without this
paraphernalia as it would have bheen
with it.

P. E. Brobersex (President, South-
ern California Conference) : Some of us
attend these meetings as listeners, but
I am wondering if it would be appro-
priate to express a reaction to the pic-
tures. Personally, I would much pre-
fer to listen to the sermon without
having to look at pictures.

N. P. NemLseN (South Brazil Union,
S. A.): There was a time when I used
pictures in connection with my public
efforts, thinking this was necessary in
order to draw a crowd. I think they
did draw a certain class of people; but
I am coming more and more to the
conclusion that unless pictures are
used very judiciously and carefully,
they do more harm than good. The in-
fluence of the picture has a tendency to
break the connection between speaker
and people which is so necessary in
order to touch the soul. Instead of
pondering on the truth presented, the
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mind is apt to be absorbed in wonder-
ing what the next picture will be.

T. G. BuxcH (Bible Tecacher, College
of Medical Evangelists): I have not
had any experience in using the stere-
opticon. I never got started in using
it, and personally I do not like it. When
a stereopticon lecture is announced in
our church, I do not attend unless 1
have to be there. I think the stereop-
ticon lecture is fifty years out of date.
It may be that pictures draw our own
Seventh-day Adventist people fairly
well, because we are not supposed to
attend motion picture shows, but when
it ‘comes to attracting the public by
that method, I think we are making a
mistake by attempting to compete with
Many of the people who
attend our services consider that the
pictures we show are very cheap; and
in this they are correct. We cannot
in any way compefe with the world,
except in presenting the glorious mes-
sage which we have. We have the
start of the world there; we have some-
thing that has no competition any-
where. If we start to entertain along
the picture line, we might as well
give up.

I long for the time to come when
we will not think we have to use these
methods to draw a crowd or to hold
the interest. I long for that Pente-
costal power which drew the crowd
to listen to Peter’s sermon, and held
them spellbound and brought them un-
der conviction for sin. These discus-
sions which we are finding so inter-
esting here at these meetings are all
good, but they ought to serve to re-
mind us of the fact that we are greatly
lacking in power, or we would not
seek resort to so many methods for
getting hold of the people. The sit-
unation which is revealed ought to bring
us to our Knees to pray for the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. The Lord
can use the most simple means to
make impressions and bring the hon-
est-hearted to hear us.
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J. G. Dasext (Cleveland, Ohio): I
have found the use of the film very
helpful in drawing the people to the
services, and it has been my observa-
tion that those who come soon lose
their interest in the pictures because
of their deep interest in the message
they listen to. I like to have people
say to me, “We do not care very much
about the pictures; we prefer the teach-
ing from the word of God.” While I
am interested in the stereopticon, and
believe that it serves to good advan-
tage in the song service, yet I have
come to believe that the power of the
message is a stronger factor than pic-
tures. .

W. W. Prescorr (Washington, D. C.):
1 have heard of a preacher who did
not have to advertise, who did not have
to use any pictures, who did not even
go into the cities, but he went out into
the wilderness, and the people crowded
about to hear him there. Why?

Pergonal Testimonies
Deeper Life Confidences

—

A New Language Experience

For twenty-seven years the hope of
the soon coming of Jesus has been as
an anchor to my soul, and the reality
of that great event has been constantly
with me. In my school life I recog-
nized the presence of God in a very
marked manner, strengthening me and
enabling me to accomplish my work;
and when later I responded to what I
knew to be His call to enter the min-
istry, I distinctly realized that I was
under bonds to preach the gospel of
Christ, and that in all preaching Christ
was ever to be made the center of every
theme.

When called to the mission field, 1
found in my heart a willingness to
serve anywhere, just so that I was
sure that I was doing the Lord’s will.
Upon arrival at the mission station to
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which I had been assigned, I was pro-
foundly impressed by the impossible
situation confronting the missionary
until he had mastered the language
of the people to that degree which
would enable him to engage in personal
heart-to-heart conversation and thereby
point the soul to Christ. My one great
desire was to be a successful soul win-
ner, and the sense of my need spurred
me to study as I had never done before.

Almost before I was aware of it, my
langunage study had taken much time
from my Bible study; and as the days
went on, the study of the Bible was
more and more neglected, and I be-
came the sad loser. It is true that I
prayed while working hard with my
language study, but I did not feed on
the word of God, and spiritual power
grew weak. Leanness of soul was
very apparent; I knew I was losing
ground. Of what use would the for-
eign language be to me if, after I could
speak it, I had lost contact with the
Source of spiritual power?

In my desperation I came to the
Lord and humbly confessed my neglect,
and there came into my life a new and
blessed experience. The study of God’s
word has become my meat and drink,
and I have learned by experience that
the sure promises of God will be ful-
filled to the trusting soul. Since this
new experience has come to me, God
has helped me learn another language,
—the language of His Spirit as taught
in His word. I praise Him for this
added power. My prayer is that I may
ever lay all my burdens upon the One
who has promised to bear them, and
rest in His love. A new realization
has come to me of the meaning of the
Saviour’s statement, “The words that
1 speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.” MissioN DIRECTOR.

CriticisM is inevitable. The issue
is, Have I a clear conscience? Am I
following the light and the right as
God has given me to see it?
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The Minister as a Bible Student
BY T. G. BUNCH
EVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ministers ought to be the best Bible students
in all the world. In view of the great message which has been committed
to us, and the gripping times in which we live, there is no reason why this
should not be true. When I hear a series of sermons by such deep Bible stu-
dents as G. Campbell Morgan, and a few other such men in the world, I feel
that I hardly know my A B C’s. I am glad that we have had a few examples
of deep Bible study here in this council, and I think these have inspired all

of us to study the Bible as never before.

I think some of our advertising prob-
lems would be automatically settled if
we were better Bible students. When
G. Campbell Morgan reaches a city, a
simple announcement in the news-
papers is all that is necessary to se-
cure a bpacked house. Dr. Morgan
will not permit announcements in an
elaborate way. Just one announce-
ment is sufficient, and he can fill al-
most any church. When he gives a
series of sermons on the subject of
the cross, or on law and grace, it is
very remarkable to see what he can
draw out of a text and give to the peo-
ple. The time has surely come when
ministers of this great movement
should search the Scriptures as never
before.

May I read a sentence from “Testi-
monies to Ministers”? “Many have be-
come lazy and criminally neglectful
in regard to the searching of the Scrip-
tures, and they are as destitute of the
Spirit of God as of the knowledge of
His word.”—Page 155. The words
‘“Jazy and criminally neglectful” puz-
zled me for a time. If because of reck-
less driving of my automobile, I should
run over a child, the court would not
take into account that my motives
were good. I would be held eriminally
neglectful, because of carelessness; and
no matter what my motives were, I

_ Page 10

would be pronounced guilty., When
the minister to whom has been com-
mitted a life or death message for the
people, neglects to study God’s word,
and souls for whom he is responsible
are lost, I can understand how that
minister may appropriately be pro-
nounced “lazy and criminally negleet-
ful.”

In this remnant church, among the
people designated by God to proclaim
His final gospel appeal to all nations
of the earth, is it not reasonable to
expect that there will be glants in
Bible knowledge—men who will teach
with such clearness and forcefulness
that people everywhere will flock to
them to hear the word of God ex-
pounded more fully? Surely this
should be true, but we know that we
do not hold that position in the world
today. And there are two reasons why
this is not our present experience:

Business Cares

The first is because of a situation
that exists.today, which began to creep
into the apostolic church, but which the
apostles met in a successful manner.
In the book of Acts we read that when
the apostles began to be unwisely bur-
dened with business cares, they called
the members of the church together
and elected deacons. Notice the in
spired record of that event: .

The Minigtry



“Then the twelve called the multi-
tude of the disciples unto them, and
said, It is not reason that we should
leave the word of God, and serve ta-
bles. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest report,
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this busi-
ness. But we will give ourselves con-
tinually to prayer, and to the ministry
of the word.” Aects 6:2-4.

The rendering of the last sentence
by Weymouth, is, “But, as for us, we
will devote ourselves to prayer and to
the delivery of the message.”

Our time, as ministers of the word,
should be continually devoted to prayer
and the delivery of the message; and
if I were to ask how many ministers
here today would be glad to have such
a plan as they put into operation, I
am sure there would be a ready re-
sponse from every one. We all real-
ize that we have departed far from the
apostolic program. And we can never
have apostolic power and success until
we get back to the apostolic program.
I do not mean to say that God will
again do things in just the same way
as is recorded in the history of the
apostolic church, but I do believe we
must get back to the simplicity of
the apostolic program before we get
apostolic power. This is one point
where a reformation is needed.

It is not necessary for me to tell
you that Seventh-day Adventist preach-
ers of this day are often more truly
business men than preachers. They
are attending to all sorts of business
‘connected with this message and the
carrying forward of the work of the
church. They are campaigning, pro-
moting and conducting churchly busi-
ness of all sorts; they are dealing with
financial problems, which they ought
not to deal with if they follow the
apostolic way, but should be devoting
their entire time to prayer and the
ministry of the word. There are able
business men in the church who are
consecrated and well qualified to at-
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tend to business matters of the church.

Ofttimes ministers have to do a great
deal of the work that rightfully be-
longs to the elder or deacon, or some
other officer of the church; and some-
times the minister must do the work
which the janitor ought to do. Many
a janitor feels that, if he does not want
to come and open the church, it is per-
fectly all right for the pastor to do it;
or if he is in a hurry to get home after
the meeting, the pastor can turn out
the lights and lock the door. In many
instances the minister becomes a mere
flunky, doing all the drudgery of the
church, and consequently he is de-
prived of time for prayer and study
and the ministry of the word. Per-
haps one reason why our people do
not have due respect for the ministry
is because they see the minister spend-
ing much time in doing the things
which, as an ambassador for God set
apart for giving himself continually
to prayer and to the ministry of the
word, he should not be asked to do.

I feel constrained to say that Sev-
enth-day Adventist ministers ought to
spend a number of hours each day in
study and prayer; and I wish it might
be arranged so that preachers would
be expected to spend a considerable
part of every forenocon within the walls
of their study, reading the Scriptures,
the writings of the Spirit of prophecy,
and other good books, and in earnest
prayer. Such a program would bring
mighty life and power into the preach-
ing of the word. When some one asked
J. Hudson Taylor how it was that he
had such freshness in his messages as
he delivered them day by day when on
deputation work, he replied that he
could account for it only in one way,
—that it was his custom to spend time
with the Lord in the morning, and
then pass on in the afternoon and eve-
ning what the Lord had told him. To
my mind, J. Hudson Taylor’s example
should serve as a suggestion of the
preacher’s vital need.
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Without any desire to minimize per-
sonal work, I think that in a way it
is secondary to preaching. When we
have opportunity to preach to two hun-
dred, three hundred, or five hundred
people, the possibilities are very great.
But it is a serious matter to stand be-
fore an audience of that size and not
give the people something of substance.
The Sabbath morning service affords
us our one opportunity of reaching the
whole church. Perhaps it would take
a whole year to visit all the church
members personally, and often we can-
not get around to them. But once a
week we have the supreme opportunity
in the ministry of the word. Let us
not be guilty of failure to give to the
people the spiritual food which will
nourish their Christian life. If we are
faithful to our calling in this respect,
there will be ro failure on the part of
the church members to bring in all the
money necessary to meet the require-
ments of the church.

Laodicean Attitude

The second reason for the situation
which exists today is the Laodicean at-
titude manifested by preachers as well
as lay members, which implies, “I am
rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing.” In other
words: We have the truth! this is
God’s message! We present our doc-
trines to the world, and become self-
satisfied with what we have learned
and sorry for the rest of the world.

Over and over again the Spirit of
prophecy applies the Laodicean charge
to those who know the truth, and tells
us that there are vast mines of truth
yet to be discovered, and floods of light
to shine upon God’s word. The Lao-
dicean attitude is one of the most seri-
ous causes of the great lack of giants
in Bible study among us as Seventh-
day Adventists.

I wish to call attention to the fol-
lowing extract from the writings of
Mrs. E. G. White, copied from the
Review and Herald of June 4, 1889:

Page 12

“There are many mysteries in the
word of God that we do not compre-
hend, and many of us are content to
stop our investigation when we have
just begun to receive a little knowledge
concerning Christ. When there begins
to be a little unfolding of the divine
purposes to the mind, and we begin
to obtain a slight knowledge of the
character of God, we become satisfied,
and think that we have received about
all the light that there is for us in
the word of God. But the truth of
God is infinite. With painstaking ef-
fort, we should work in the mines
of truth, discovering the precious jew-
els that have been hidden. It is the
minister's privilege to have a constant
supply of fresh truth for the people.
He should be in such a position that he
can bring from the treasure house of
God, not the same thing over and over,
but new beauty and new truth. . . .

“When ministers themselves taste
and see that the Lord is good, when
their minds are filled with thoughts of
heaven, then the eternal realities of
the unseen world will open to their
understanding, and they will be able
to present the fruth of God, and it
will make an impression upon human
minds.

“Those who seek for more and still
more of the Spirit of God, will not
be disappointed. They will hold daily
communion with God, and divine
power will surely attend their efforts
as they present the truth. As certainly
as the truth is presented in the Spirit
of Christ, it will reach the hearts of
the people. Brethren, we should not
go into the desk unless we have previ-
ously